
History Talks for Orford Museum 16-19th March 2023

at Butley Priory

Programme
A series of talks (an hour) from local Suffolk historians and archaeologists is to be

held at Butley Priory.  We are offering a complimentary glass of wine on our opening

night with Jack Cooke’s talk; tea and coffee will be available at our other talks (small

charge). All proceeds go to Orford Museum. Tickets are limited to 60 per talk. 

Friends of Orford Museum £12 a talk and non-members £15. Book three talks £30

(non-members £36), Rover ticket (7 talks) £65 (non-members £75). 

Become a friend!  A year’s Friends of Orford Museum Membership costs £20 a couple

(£15 single membership) which includes unlimited entry to Orford castle for 2 adults

and up to six children for the year and copies of the Museum’s bulletin The Orford

Historian.

To book your place, email info@orfordmuseum.org.uk saying which talks you

would like to attend.

Thursday 16th March 

6.00-7.00 pm: Jack Cooke  

The End of the Road

Jack Cooke talks about his latest book The End of the Road – a journey around Britain in search

of the dead. Jack sets off in a dilapidated hearse to unearth some of the quirkiest graves, tombs

and burial sites that Britain has to offer, some famous some not so famous.  Occasionally he feels

impelled to spend the night amongst some of his subjects (Highgate cemetery for one).  Funny,

tender, informative and wonderfully uplifting. 

Jack is the Editor of the Museum’s bulletin The Orford Historian and his first book, The Tree

Climber’s Guide (in London), was a resounding success.  Sometime bookseller, Japanophile,

adventurer, Jack focuses on travelogues and short stories. He lives in Suffolk. 



Friday 17th March 

2.00-3.00 pm:  Dr Shelley Garland 

Orford Castle; a conservation journey  

English Heritage have completed the £1m restoration work on King Henry 11’s castle after 13

years of conservation research. Shelley Garland was part of the team which planned and

carried out the large conservation project to render and protect the Castle, completed in

December 2022.

She is the Senior Properties Curator for English Heritage, covering the East of England. She has

carried out this role for fifteen years during which she has been involved with many building

conservation projects of all sizes. 

Friday 17th March

3.30-4.30 pm: Angela Care Evans 

Sutton Hoo 1939 to Rendlesham 2022 – how the past and the

present complement each other

Angela Care Evans explores the historical significance of the discovery of Sutton Hoo, and its link

with the recent excavations at Rendlesham of a royal Anglo-Saxon settlement.

She is an archaeologist and former Curator in the department of Britain, Europe, and Prehistory

at the British Museum. She has published extensively on the Sutton Hoo Mound One artefacts

and early medieval metalwork. Angela is an expert in early medieval English archaeology and

material culture, especially the Sutton Hoo burial, metalwork including brooches and horse

harnesses, and shipbuilding.



Saturday 18th March

2.00-3.00 pm: Wayne Cocroft 

Testing landscapes – Orfordness and the atomic bomb

During the First World War the remoteness of Orfordness attracted military researchers investigating how

newly invented flying machines could be used as effective weapons of war.  This research continued into the

inter-war period and in the mid-1930s critical work was undertaken to prove the effectiveness of radio direction

finding, or radar. In the Second World War research focussed on assessing the vulnerabilities of enemy aircraft.

This talk will explore the spit’s post war history with the arrival of the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment

and the brief period in the 1950s and early 1960s when the work undertaken there was of national and

international importance. 

Wayne Cocroft is a senior archaeological investigator with Historic England’s National Specialist Services

Department and is based in Cambridge.  For over 30 years he has specialised in the investigation and

assessment of former military sites, including explosives factories, research and development establishments,

as well as large industrial sites.  His published works include Dangerous Energy: The Archaeology of Gunpowder

and Military Explosives Manufacture and he co-authored Cold War: Building for Nuclear Confrontation 1946-

1989; War Art Murals and Graffiti – Military Life, Power and Subversion and Archaeology of the Teufelsberg:

Exploring Western Electronic Intelligence Gathering in Cold War Berlin. His current work includes the

assessment of MoD disposal sites and developing strategies for the documentation of post war power stations

and obsolete civil nuclear facilities.  He is a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London and a Member of

the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 

Saturday 18th March

3.30-4.30 pm: Professor Mark Bailey 

The Black Death in Suffolk 1349 to 1500 

The Black Death infected the known world between the late 1330s and early 1350s, and in 1349 killed half the

population of Suffolk.  Even worse, it returned repeatedly for the next three centuries.  This lecture will

consider the events of 1349 in Suffolk and the broad consequences for places such as Orford over the next 150

years. Mark Bailey is the author of After the Black Death, a detailed account of what happened to English

society and economy the following 3 decades after the Black Death.

Mark Bailey is a professor of medieval history; he delivered the James Ford lectures at Oxford University in

2019. Bailey was formally a rugby union player, playing seven times in the England national team, and lives in

Waldringfield.



Sunday 19th March

10.00-11.00 am: Edward Martin

Life and Death in the Bronze Age

Although the Bronze Age ended around 2,700 years ago, this period witnessed momentous

events that still resonate today. As well as marking the point when metals entered into the

human consciousness, new research is also indicating that this was a time of dramatic population

change across much of Europe, including the British Isles – and we are the inheritors of that

change. Archaeology provides us a way of seeing these distant ancestors of ours, sometimes

even to the extent of preserved bodies and their actual clothing. And, yes, there is evidence of

the Bronze Age in the Orford area!

Edward Martin worked as an archaeologist with Suffolk County Council for many years,

specialising in prehistory and historic landscape studies. He has written and lectured widely on

the archaeology, history, landscape, buildings and gardens of East Anglia, and particularly of

Suffolk. He is a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London, a Vice-President and past

Chairman of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History, Chairman of the Suffolk Gardens

Sunday 19th March

11.30 -12.30: Tobias Capwell

Behind the Scenes at the Wallace Collection: 

Sir Richard’s Armoury

The outstanding collection of arms and armour were not just for war but highly prized

decorative pieces for rulers and nobles across the world from the Mughal Emperor, Shah

Jahan, to the Holy Roman Emperor, Ferdinand 1st. The collection was the work of the first four

marquesses of Hertford and the illegitimate son of the 4h Marquess, Sir Richard Wallace. 

Tobias Capwell is one of the world's leading experts on European arms and armour. He is

Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of Armourers and

Brasiers, and was Curator of Arms and Armour at the Wallace Collection, 2006-2022. He is the

author of Arms and Armour of the Medieval Joust (2018); Armour of the English Knight (2015);

and Masterpieces of European Arms and Armour at the Wallace Collection (2011; Apollo

Magazine Book of the Year 2012). Toby also appears regularly on television; his credits include

A Stitch in Time (BBC; 2017) Richard III: The New Evidence (C4; 2014), and as the writer and

presenter of Metalworks: The Knight's Tale (BBC; 2012). Most recently he worked as historical

advisor on the recent feature film The Lost King (2022). 


