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The Orford & District Local History Bulletin 1s published twice a year
and sent to members of the Friends of Orford Museum.

The Friends of Orford Museum, started in 1994, are responsible for manning the museum,
for raising funds to help pay for the Museum’s running expenses and the cataloguing
and conservation of the collection as well as promoting interest in, and the study of,

the history of Orford and the surrounding area.

Subscription rates:
Please apply to the Chairman,
Jane Allen, Bell House, Quay Street, Orford, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 2NU
(telephone 01394 450789, email jane @bellhouseorford.com)
for the latest subscription rates and a membership form.

Orford Museum reopened in the Upper Hall of Orford Castle on 21 April 2005, with the permission of
English Heritage, the guardians of the castle. The purchase of display cases and information panels
was funded by the New Orford Town Trust, the Heritage Lottery Fund, Suffolk County Council,
Suffolk Coastal District Council and the Scarfe Charitable Trust. English Heritage opening times and
admission charges to the castle apply. There is no extra charge to visit Orford Museum, which relies
on voluntary donations and fundraising activities to cover its running costs (principally the cost of
insurance). Volunteer stewards from the Friends of Orford Museum are on duty in the afternoons at
weekends and school holiday periods during the Summer season, and at other times by arrangement.
Because the castle is not accessible to all, there is a touch-screen kiosk showing a 'virtual tour' of the
Museum in the north aisle of St Bartholomew's Church and an exhibition on display panels, both by
kind permission of the Rev David Murdoch and the churchwardens.

Articles © the contributors 2003 - 2006

This consolidated reprint (including illustrations unless stated otherwise) © Orford Museum 2008

Designed and prepared by
Andrew Bodger, Apple Tree Cottage, Mellis Road, Thornham Parva, Eye, Suffolk P23 8ET

Printed by Leiston Press and published by the Friends of Orford Museum
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Front cover illustration Issue 2:
Graffito in the Lower Hall of Orford Castle showing the ‘post and ball’ signal apparatus.
Graffito discovered, and etching produced,
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Front cover illustration Issue 5:
Plaque with Sir Richard Wallace’s crest on farm buildings at Chillesford Lodge.
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INVASION FEVER ! A Signal Station at Orford Castle
(Part 1)

Amongst the Orford Museum collection of prints and
drawings are two of Orford Castle which show a mast
and rigging on top of the north-east tower. One of
these, an engraving dated 1810, also shows clearly
what seems to be a new wooden staircase leading to
the castle entrance. The other, a small sepia wash
drawing, also shows the mast and what could possibly
be bunting attached to the rigging. But what did it
mean? A ‘flagpole’ might have been erected for some
kind of celebration — but what was Orford celebrating
in 1810 and why the rigging? Was it connected with
signalling? The Admiralty and Dockyard records at
the Public Record Office and National Maritime Mu-
seum subsequently revealed a fascinating story, of the
French Revolution, of the Napoleonic Wars and
threats of invasion - in fact, of Invasion Fever on the
Suffolk coast (and beyond).

1794 was a momentous year in France. On 4™ June
Robespierre became President only to be executed at
the end of July, and on 15" December the Revolution-
ary Tribunal was abolished, effectively signalling the SRR
end of the Reign of Terror and the beginning of Napo- '
leon Bonaparte’s meteoric rise to power. During the
following three years peace was made with Prussia,

the young king Louis XVII"™ died in prison and Napo- Engravingqrgiﬁaﬁlssiﬂ? collection

leon campaigned successfully in Italy. Meanwhile

England nervously kept a watching brief and began to prepare for the worst. Everyone knew that the
south and east coasts of England had been particularly vulnerable to invasion since at least the time of
the Romans and it was here that the initial preparations for defence were made.

oRFoRDd CARTLE.
Sl
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The essential precursor to amassing an effective coastal defence force was to know exactly where the
force would be needed — there are 384 sea miles of coastline between Land’s End and Great Yar-
mouth. An adequate and effective look-out system and, above all, swift communication of the infor-
mation obtained, both between look-out stations and from them to the Admiralty, was crucial. Sud-
denly the creation of an efficient (and codeable) coastal signalling system became a top priority. In
1797 Admiralty minutes show the increasing urgency. Minute 116 reads Having received intelligence
that preparations are making in different ports of France for the purpose of invading this kingdom ...
and Minute 121 no 4 ‘preparations for invasion’: ... in case the Enemy’s Fleet should appear upon
the Coast, the North Foreland, Orfordness and Harwich Lights should be put out during its continu-
ance there; And ... one of the Frigates, Sloops or Cutters of the Downes Squadron to be stationed
between Orfordness and the Gabbard Sand, and another between the Galloper and the Long Sand
Head, and two Cutters between them and Hoseley Bay ... Consequently early in 1798 while Napo-
leon was occupied with preparations for his expedition to Egypt, a system of coastal signal stations
was established in England, Ireland and the Channel Islands. This included the east coast from Wak-
ering Stairs (now Great Wakering) in Essex northwards up the coast as far as Great Yarmouth. It was
later, possibly somewhat reluctantly, extended further north after “representations” by the Lord Lieu-
tenant of Norfolk. In Suffolk signal posts or stations were initially erected at Felixstowe (Felixston
[sic] Point in a field called 20 Acres), Bawdsey (Bawdsey Cliff westwards of a sea mark called Fur-
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ther Warren), Orford (on Orford Castle), Aldeburgh (Red House Warren to the northward of Aldbor-
ough), Dunwich (Bacon or Beacon Hill near Dunwich Common), Easton Cliff (near the Ness) [?
Thorpe Ness], Covehithe (or Ness), Gunton Common (fo the northwest of Lowestoft) and, in Norfolk,
Great Yarmouth (to the southward of the Town). The accuracy of the description on Orford Castle as
early as February 1798 is debatable and will be considered later.

These original stations were of the ‘post and ball’ type consisting of a mast with rigging carrying a
combination of balls, flags and pendants. The flags were 18 ft wide and pendants 5 ft at the head and
1ft at the foot. On 1* February 1798 Chatham Dockyard was ordered
to employ the Cooper to make signal balls for Signal Posts: 32 balls of
3ft diameter which are made of Hazle Hoops, and which will be per-
formed at less expence and made quicker by the Cooper than by the
Workmen of the Yard. The flags and balls were hoisted in different
combinations, each of which signified a specific signal and the signals
had to be visible by telescope both by the next station up and down
‘the line’ and by ships at sea. The system was relatively simple. The
station transmitting a signal such as ‘enemy ships sighted’ was re-
quired to give the signal denoting the originating station immediately
after sending the first signal in order that the exact position of the en-
emy ships was known. On one occasion masters of merchant ships
were instructed firmly to keep near the English coast ... [so that] the
Lieutenants at Signal Stations could perform their duty in making
known to the said vessels the approach of any enemy cruizers. This,
however, applied only in daylight and in fine weather. At night, or in Adapted from a drawing in

fog or heavy rain, such a system was useless and although stacks of , O:{ﬁg‘iiifgg‘;ﬁg:iﬁgﬁy of the
furze and lights were supplied for use at these times it can never have International Telecommunication Union.
been very effective. ITU. Geneva 1965

P gt T v e
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The flagstaffs and other equipment for erecting the stations were delivered to designated destinations
on the coast between the 13" and 21* March 1798, the master of the delivery vessel being instructed
to place them in such a manner in the vessel that the whole stores for each signal post may be easily
got at ... Those for Bawdsey were delivered to Harwich, those for Orford and Aldeburgh were depos-
ited at Orford Quay to the care of Mr John Kitchen carpenter at Orford who is to build the house(s)
... Those for Dunwich, Easton Cliff and Covehithe were delivered to a Mr James Woolmer at South-
wold. However, in spite of the painstakingly detailed instructions, a delay occurred when the trans-
port Plymouth couldn’t take all the stores and another ship, the Hannah, had to take the rest.

The records bring a whole world to life. The names of the Lieutenants in charge of the stations (at Or-
ford Richard Falkland) and those of their midshipmen and men employed are given, together with the
landowners of the sites and the rents demanded, or in the case of Orford Castle, waived by the Mar-
quess of Hertford except for 1s per annum in acknowledgement of his right to the land. The Mar-
quess obviously dealt only with the ‘top brass’ at the Admiralty as several rather plaintive minutes by
the surveyor advise that all I could learn was that ... he would settle with the Board .... Details of
crops (in one case a claim was made for damage to a field of barley at Sudbourne, and another com-
plaint concerns the loss of a crop of turnips), and of the cliff giving way at Covehithe resulting in the
signal post being left only 21 feet away from the cliff edge and having to be moved to the corner of a
field 400 yards away, help to build a picture strangely familiar today. Lists of stores, from signal
balls to buckets, information on the type of accommodation with ‘cots’ for the Lieutenants and ham-
mocks for the rest, complaints about telescopes and other equipment, all bring the scene to life. One
can almost see the characters acting out their roles as on stage.

Haze was a frequent problem and the quality of the telescopes provided a constant source of com-
plaint, both from captains of ships at sea who were unable to see the signals on shore and from Lieu-
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tenants of the stations who could not see the next station. They were supplied by a ‘Mr Dollond’ (!)
of St Paul’s Churchyard in London, who wrote defensively that frequent complaints made of the tele-
scopes we have sent to the several signal stations have given us much concern, but the price they
have been ordered to be sent at would not allow any of a superior quality... On one occasion, as a
price was not specified, he took the liberty of supplying 3 at a price of 32 guineas each which we
doubt not [will] be found equal to the purpose required ... The official reaction is sadly not re-
corded.

The Admiralty’s very tight rein on expenditure was a continuing irritation to the people in the field,
from surveyors to the Lieutenants in charge of the stations. Their accounts were scrutinised minutely.
In 1799 Lieutenant Allen at Tillingham Grange, south of Bradwell on the River Blackwater, was per-
mitted to hire only an Old Horse with a pack saddle and two containers for carrying water, and some
years later at Dunwich when the Lieutenant had rashly sold the old pony and purchased a new one, he
was informed in no uncertain terms that the old Poney was sufficient for the purpose ... [and] he was
... desired to see the new one sold also ... [and] that the Lieutenant will not in future be made any
allowance of this kind ....

At the end of March 1802 all the bustle and excitement came to an abrupt conclusion. Napoleon
signed the Peace of Amiens with England, Spain and Holland and the signal stations became largely
redundant. The Admiralty issued instructions that the Signal Stations being no longer wanted are to
be given up to the Tenants or Owners of the land with an enclosed circular setting out the procedure
for returning the stores. Everything had to be accounted for down to buckets of coal and Lieutenants
are NOT to be allowed travelling expenses to their homes ...!

It was to prove a very brief respite however, as on 22 May 1803 Napoleon declared war on England
and the Suffolk coast came to life again. The sites were repossessed (landowners had to be cajoled
into giving them up again, having only just re-aquired them), some with the signal houses still intact.
On 10" June 1803 George Roebuck, a civilian surveyor responsible for rents, reported on his new sur-
vey of signal stations between Shoebury Ness and Great Yarmouth. By the end of August 1803 the
Admiralty was requiring notice of completion of a new generation of signal stations and the ‘game’
began afresh.

[To be continued]

Margaret Poulter

Orford Castle c1816
Sepia wash drawing - Orford Museum collection
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JOHN GREEN, ORFORD’S ARCTIC HERO

A former Orford resident, John Anderson, whose grandfather was a tailor in Broad Street, has moved
to West Bergholt in Essex to be near his family but he continues to take a keen interest in the village
and its history. Every year he comes to the Flower Show and has a good look around to see whether
everything is as it should be. Thanks to the good work of the people who have mown and cleared the
eastern part of the churchyard, John Anderson is now able to get to one of his favourite Orford sites,
the gravestone in the shape of a rock cairn marking the place where John Green was buried in 1892.
The inscription on the stone has become almost illegible, so John Anderson got in touch with Doreen
Longhurst to tell her that he thought it was a shame that Orford’s Arctic Hero should be forgotten.
Doreen put a piece in Village Voice which was noticed by Lyn Lanigan of Kirton, who had come to
Orford to see Orford Museum’s exhibition of photos in the church. Lyn is a member of the Green
family and a keen genealogist. She had received some information from another family member about
John Green’s early life, which she sent to Doreen. This enabled the youngest John Green of Orford to
write this article for the Bulletin.

John Green the Arctic Hero was my Great Great Great Grandfather. He was born in Orford in 1797.
In 1820 he sailed away under Captain Parry as an Able Seaman on board the Hecla for the North
Pole. He returned to England two years later.

This was a great journey for a man born in Orford in those times, as travelling was difficult and a
journey by sailing ship to the North Pole would have been hazardous. I wonder if they thought they
would ever see home again?

John Green subsequently served in the Navy and Merchant Service.

In 1824 he married his first wife Hannah Scott and they had five children. His first child, a son, was
named John. Hannah died in 1840. He then married a Mary Ann Horten who was born in Chorley,
Lancashire, and they had seven children. Their third son was Robert Green who was born in 1855 at
Orford, and he married Julia Smy and they celebrated their Diamond Wedding in 1937.

They also had seven children; their second son was David John Green, known as Jack. He was my
Great Grandfather. He married Ada Hawes and they had ten children, my Grandfather, Ray, was the
youngest. My father is Bernard John Green.

The old sailor Captain John Green retired from active life at the age of 80. He lived in humble cir-
cumstances in Orford. He was quite a celebrity in the neighbourhood and until his death in 1892 he
spent many happy hours narrating incidents connected to his various voyages. In 1891 he was drawn
around the Orford Flower Show sitting in a cart. This was mentioned by the editor of the Graphic,
who reported that the 94-year- old Captain was by far the most interesting feature at the Show.

When he died in 1892 he was the last survivor of the Arctic Expedition of 1820.

If you visit Orford churchyard you will see John Green’s unusual gravestone, in the shape of a cairn
with a sailing ship engraved on it.

In his lifetime and after his death John Green was considered a hero for his journeys and adventures
in the Arctic.

There has been a John Green in Orford since 1724.

I am the Great Great Great Grandson of John Green, Orford’s Arctic Hero.

John Green, aged 15
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Photograph of John Green in old age, sitting outside his house in Orford

F Masters, the Woodbridge firm of monumental masons, have agreed to clean up the lettering on
John Green’s gravestone so that his remarkable exploits can once more be read. Contributions to-
wards the (modest) cost of revealing a piece of Orford’s history would be welcome. Please send any
donations to Doreen Longhurst at 52 Church Street, Orford, IP12 2NT, making it clear that the
money is for John Green’s stone. Should there be a surplus, it will go to Orford Museum funds.
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THE ROMANS IN SUFFOLK

Valerie Potter went to a WEA day course at Southwold on 29 March this year to hear how the latest
archaeological investigations have added to our knowledge of the Romans in Suffolk.

Judith Plouviez, of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, introduced the first session
by explaining the sources of our information. Documentary evidence is short on East Anglia, and
where it exists, as in the account of Boudicca’s rebellion by Tacitus, is somewhat distorted. Inscrip-
tions are also rare in the area, apart from some good military ones in Colchester, eg the famous tomb-
stone of Marcus Favonius. Archaeological evidence has suffered much damage from ploughing over
the years because Suffolk has always been primarily an arable farming area. However, developers
now have to allow archaeologists to work on sites and record items which might otherwise be de-
stroyed. (See note on p8 on the Roman finds in Orford).

Before the Romans, East Anglia was occupied by two Iron Age tribes, the Iceni to the North and the
Trinovantes based around Colchester but spilling over the Stour into South Suffolk. These tribal areas
can be clearly identified from their coins and were divided by a high ridge of clay land running from
the North-east to the South-west of the area which was much less densely populated. The wealth of
these tribes is clear from artefacts such as the gold torques discovered near Ipswich.

The first phase of Roman activity in the area was during the Claudian invasion of 43 AD. The Ro-
mans kept the same tribal areas for their own administrative purposes. Colchester was briefly the
capital of the new province until the advantages of London as a centre of trade and communications
could be developed. From the beginning Colchester was also the base for one of the four legions of
the province and when this, the IX Legion, was moved to Lincoln, Colchester became a colony for
retired army veterans. The grid pattern of the legionary fortress can still be seen in the streets of the
centre of the town. A temple to the Emperor Claudius was built adjacent to this garrison as a focus of
the dominance of Rome over the province. This and the confiscation of their land outside the town for
farms for the veterans were the reasons why the Trinovantes joined in Boudicca’s revolt in 60 AD.
The Iceni up to this time had also enjoyed special status, but quite different from the Roman military
and civil importance of Colchester. Prasutagus, husband of Boudicca, and leader of the Iceni, had
welcomed the Roman occupation and had been rewarded with the title of King. In Roman terms this
was termed a client king and was granted to an individual, not a dynasty. The client king was granted
the right to govern his own territory and, more important, to collect taxes there on behalf of the Ro-
man administration. This was the source of great wealth, as seen with the other client king in Britain,
Cogidubnus in Sussex. He was able to build not only the vast palace at Fishbourne but probably the
Roman bath complex at Bath as well.(The best known client king is probably Herod the Great. He,
too, was rich enough to build his luxury palace on the rock fortress of Masada). Prasutagus died in 60
AD and his death coincided with two unfortunate events. The governor of the province was away in
Anglesey dealing with the Druids and a recession in Rome meant that loans (for Roman style build-
ings) to provincials were being called in. Boudicca was unable to raise the requisite money for repay-
ment and the incompetence of the Procurator in handling this situation led to her being flogged and
her daughters raped. The Procurator went back to Rome with the money chest, the Governor marched
his men back from Anglesey as quickly as possible but Boudicca had already joined with the Trino-
vantes and had sacked Colchester (including the temple of Claudius), London and Verulamium (St
Albans) - the three most developed towns in Britain.

This revolt was only just put down by the outnumbered Roman forces, thanks to the superiority of
their weapons and their military discipline. It is quite possible that the Romans would have aban-
doned Britannia just as Augustus had given up plans to conquer Germany across the Rhine after the
loss of four legions there. However the Romans stayed and East Anglia was subjected to military oc-
cupation with a network of forts joined by Roman roads. The best preserved roads are on the high
clay plateau, eg north of Peasenhall where the characteristically straight Roman road exists in large
sections, with drainage ditches at each side. (In the Sandlings roads were not necessary as it was pos-
sible to travel over various tracks).

Roads linked the forts at Colchester, Coddenham and Caistor-by-Norwich and also at Long Melford
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to the West and Pakenham at the Waveney crossing. Here there is evidence of a small fort dating
from the invasion and a bigger one dating from the military occupation. Civilian settlements grew up
often near these military bases. These usually consisted of wooden buildings, somewhat reminiscent
of a 19" century North American mining town. Often there is evidence of local industry, eg pottery
kilns were found at the excavation on the Wickham Market / Hacheston site. Sitomagus is the name
of an unidentified town in our area; it has variously been associated with Wenhaston and Knodishall,
both known Roman settlements. (Note: there is an article by Robert Steerwood about Sitomagus in
the latest issue of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History, Vol XL, Part 3,
p253).

However Suffolk has no proper Roman towns like Colchester and very few villas (estates with high-
status occupancy). Villas are totally lacking in the North-east area of the county and three recent dis-
coveries (from crop markings) bring the total of those found in the county to only eight. One at Castle
Hill in North Ipswich has been investigated by Channel 4's Time Team and there is also one nearby at
Stratford St Andrew. Further afield, Exning near the Cambridge borders has one with an elaborately
aisled building. At Mildenhall there is evidence pointing to one as a centre for leather processing and
corn drying, at Stowmarket one shows both Iron Age and Roman agriculture while at Flixton near
Bungay there is one with a quarry and a field system dating back to Roman times but with no evi-
dence of agriculture - possibly an area for exercising horses.

The afternoon session was given over to evidence of beliefs and burial practice. Up to the third cen-
tury AD cremation was most used and the burnt remains were placed in pottery (occasionally glass)
jars and buried. With burial proper developing after this, cemeteries grew up outside the towns, eg at
Colchester and Icklingham, Stone coffins were only used for the rich - the rest were wooden.

Artifacts demonstrate a wide spread of beliefs. Probably the most famous is the head of Claudius
taken from a temple at Colchester by the Boudiccan rebels and found nearly 100 years age in the river
Alde at Rendham. A purely classical figure of the Roman god Mars was found at Bury St Edmunds
while at Martlesham there emerged a bronze dedicated to the god Mars Corotiacus - local evidence of
the widespread practice of linking Roman deities with the existing Celtic gods. Religions from far
afield have also appeared, such as the pot showing hunters with hats associated with the cult of Attis
from Asia Minor. Christianity is represented in the inscription with the Chi-Rho from Icklingham.
Suffolk suffered a decline during the fourth century AD. The Roman military were concentrating on
the coastal defence against the Saxon raids. After the legions finally left in 410 AD the insecurity of
the population is witnessed by the burial of the hoards of silver objects at both Hoxne and Mildenhall
- the most famous of all of Suffolk’s Roman archaelogical finds.

Valerie Potter

The Roman cremation urns found in Orford
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Note: Roman finds at Orford

Up to 1999 evidence of the Romans in Orford consisted of two cremation urns found in Mundays
Lane when Castle Close was being built. They were excavated by Ruth and Olda Misa and reported
for the Sites & Monuments Record by Major Steuart Gratton in July 1978. Two late 3™ and early 4™
century coins had previously been found at the same site. All are in the Orford Museum collection.

An archaeological survey in 1999 of the site previously occupied by the two bungalows Dunrovin and
Everard in High Street / Rectory Road showed a Roman ditch of the late 1" to 2™ century AD across
the line of the footpath from Rectory Road to the churchyard, dated by a piece of pottery found there.

In 2000 the survey of 3-4 Quay Street found a single piece of Romano-British greyware pottery and
evidence of salt-working nearby, possibly of Roman date.

In addition various coins and other small metal objects of Roman date have been found over the last
ten years as a result of systematic searches with a metal detector in fields near the village.

It seems likely that there is more waiting to be discovered.

MEMORIES OF SUDBOURNE HALL

In April 2002, by kind permission of Sir Edward Greenwell and the Sudbourne Hall Residents’ Asso-
ciation, the Friends of Orford Museum visited the ‘Lost Gardens of Sudbourne Hall’. One member of
the party was Doreen Longhurst, who remembers the gardens very well, and she invited Clement
Cocker, the son of the head gardener, to come along. The visit inspired him, with the help of his sis-
ters, to write some of his memories and to draw a plan of the gardens as they were in their heyday.
The plan is in the Orford Museum archive and his memories were printed in the parish magazine,
The Link, in October 2002.The article is reprinted here.

My father was born a Scot and trained at the botanical
gardens in Edinburgh, working under his father who
was also a head gardener.

The move to Sudbourne hall

In France, in the Great War, he met the agent of the
Sudbourne estate who gave him the head gardener’s
position and said that he wanted a man with plenty of
8 bustle. My father was demobbed as soon as the war
&8 cnded, and moved to Sudbourne Hall with my mother
8 from Northumberland in 1919, working for Lord Man-
ton who was subsequently killed in the hunting field.
== The estate was broken up and Mr Lyon became the

#=as new owner of the hall and parkland.

At this time there were forty to fifty gardeners under
my father; some lived in the Bothy and were looked
after by Miss Good who we always called Auntie, and
lived in Pump Street, Orford.

= T Mgy

The Cocker family c1935 Life with the LyOIlS . .
Standing in front of the kitchen garden wall at Sudbourne Hall Mr and Mrs Lyon had five Chlldren, BeVeI'ly. Mal-
Back row: Mr and Mrs Cocker and Jean L)
Front row: Mary, Clement and Margaret colm, Patricia, Geoffrey anq Heather. Beverly and
Malcolm were both county cricketers. Beverly played
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for Gloucester but I do not remember who Malcolm played for. Geoffrey used to roar about in a
sports car and in winter he used to be in Orford Lodge. We would come home from school and he
would tie a sledge on his car and tow us to the park.

Every year we had a Christmas party in the hall, with a huge tree. Everyone got presents and cloth to
have clothes made. One year my sisters got ermine muffs and neck wraps with tassels on. Also a cart
was washed out and everyone on the estate got a joint of meat, and my father got a brace of pheas-
ants.

In summer they had the Sudbourne Hall bowls tournament. The headmaster of Orford school, Mr
Petley, helped found it. The lawns in the pleasure garden were laid out in rinks. The prizes, mostly
silver bought at Barrets in the Buttermarket, Ipswich, were presented in a marquee and all the money
made went to the Ipswich Hospital.

Cricket was played every Saturday. After the players had tea in the pavilion, the spectators then went
in for their tea.

A hive of activity

In the stable yard entrance [the Courtyard], from the game larder end, Mr Allen the chauffeur was in
the house on the right and drove a Chrysler and a Sunbeam, in which he took us for a ride sometimes.

The house on the left of the arch was Mr Wright’s who had greyhounds in the kennels. At the time he
trained them in the park on the way to Chillesford Lodge.

On the left of the arch on the other side was Mr Mander, the engineer, who looked after the plant
which generated electricity for the hall and our houses, and had part of the nectarine house with all
the battery cells for storing electicity

Mr Middlecorm looked after the poultry farm.

Mr Green was the blacksmith in the estate yard. I used to go a lot to watch him at the forge and shoe-
ing horses in the shoeing house attached to the shop.

Mr and Mrs Watt were the butler and ladies maid, they were our godparents; we called them Uncle
John and Auntie Watt.

Mrs Draper who had a shop in Orford was a good friend of my mother, and she used to come, with
Doreen [Longhurst], to our house every Wednesday and I remember her father coming on a motor-
bike and buying fruit etc from my father.

I also remember the French cavalry camping in the park on the way to Orford Lodge. English soldiers
from Aldershot used to camp there too.

Farming during the slump

Mr Lyon made his money in radio and extension speakers, and I think it was in the slump of 1935
that he went bankrupt. The house became vacant and was bought by Sir Bernard Greenwell who had
an estate in Surrey. The house remained empty and the estate yard on either side was turned into sepa-
rate pig pens. Also the gardeners’ stables were full of pigs, and the stallion stables in the park near the
cricket pitch were also full of pigs. My eldest sister says that the Landrace pigs from Denmark were
first introduced at Sudbourne Hall.

The kitchen garden was mostly planted with onions and lettuces, the greenhouses between the peach
trees, the orchid house and the carnation house were mostly for tomatoes. The apple orchard was dug
up and vegetables were grown there. The lawns were kept mown, but the pleasure garden gradually
deteriorated.

Every year the Marsden estate staff came and a sports day was held. It was very good, there were pil-
low fights on a greasy pole, races, and ended with a tug of war between us. It used to go on for ages.

Wartime

When war broke out, I remember filling pillow cases with straw, and women and children evacuees
coming down from London, but they only stayed a week, after which the army came, the Highland
Light Infantry and the London Scottish.
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The men in the garden went into the army. I left school and worked under my father, with a Mr Hoare
and a very nice lady gardener.

In 1940 a stick of bombs were dropped over the lake. There was a crater on the lake side of the rock
garden, one at the far end of the lake, and I think the rest fell in the lake.

Sir Bernard Greenwell died and his son Sir Peter took over. He always came for peaches when they
were in season. My father got on very well with Sir Bernard and his son Peter.

The end of an era

Sir Peter was taken prisoner of war and an agent and someone else gave my father notice and we
moved to Bentley manor near Ipswich. When Sir Peter came back from the war he asked where Mr
Cocker was and they said he had been dismissed; he later got rid of the agent.

Clement Cocker

The hall was demolished in 1951
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INVASION FEVER! A Signal Station at Orford Castle
Part 2

The first part of this article (see Bulletin Issue 1, pages 1-3) concluded with the abrupt end to the
short-lived period of relaxation following Napleon’s signing of the Peace of Amiens, at the end of
March 1802. Although forced to abandon his idea of a continental blockade to bankrupt England’s
nation of shopkeepers, Napoleon’s widespread ambitions in Europe and beyond became increasingly
obvious, and on 22™ May 1803 war was declared on England.

On the coast events moved fast, giving the impression that the Admiralty was not entirely taken by
surprise. By the 10" June the civilian surveyor George Roebuck had completed his new survey of
signal stations between Shoebury Ness and Great Yarmouth, and by the end of August the Admiralty
was requiring confirmation of completion of the new generation of signal stations. Landowners were
for the most part reasonably accommodating about having their recently reacquired land repossessed
by the government. George Roebuck’s entry for Orford reads No. 15 Orford Castle. House situated
on common land near the Castle. The mast has been taken down. The house is in good repair. The
Proprietor the Marquis of Hertford is willing to give it up upon receiving a rent as acknowledgement
of his right. However at Aldeburgh, the proprietor Mr Vernon, although willing to give the house up,
wished it to be removed to another part of town which he considered equally good for the purpose.
An early example of ‘Nimbyism’ perhaps?

From mid-September 1803 Orford must have been in a renewed state of excitement and tension as
work began on the new signal station. A letter dated 16™ September discusses a visit to examine the
castle for the purpose of erecting a Signal House thereon ... [which] found the situation to be prefer-
able to the present Station by having a more extensive View of His Majesty’s ships on that Station,
also of the signal Houses on Bawdsey and the Warran [Aldeburgh] (these two being the next up and
down the line) and have agreed with a proper person to put the same in good repair for the purpose
of making signals thereon at the customary prices ...

This resulted in the Admiralty Order of 19" September to establish a station at Orford Castle. No
time was lost. By 23" September Mr Vass, Master House Carpenter at HM Dockyard at Portsmouth,
had agreed with a Mr Robert Howard to repair the Castle and perform necessary works for the Signal
House on Orford Castle agreeable to my directions for making signals thereon — and to be paid for
the same by Admeasurement at the Customary prices for Works of a Similar Nature at that Place. At-
tached was a list of stores necessary to complete the project. These included One Flagstaff 46 feet
long, 12 inches diameter; with Cap, Crosstrees and Fidd [a wedge passed through a hole to secure
the mast]; One Top mast 35 feet long, 7 inches diameter with Truck [a circular or square cap of wood
fixed on the head of a mast or flag-staff] firted with two Sheaves [pulleys]; One Yard 30 feet long 5
inches diameter at the slings and 4 inches at each end; Five 8 inch Single Blocks and 30 Fathom
[55m] of 2% Inch Rope for Halyards.

The cost of the original Orford Castle signal station in 1798 had been £162.12s. The additions and
alterations in 1804 cost £191.10s. The increase was considerable, and although probably partly due to
inflation aggravated by the state of emergency, it is almost certain that the additions and alterations
were altogether on a grander scale than the original station. It seems that the original station had been
built on a mound in the area of the castle, perhaps the existing mound to the west of the keep, or just
possibly the rising ground where a beacon stands today. It also seems that the additions and altera-
tions of 1804 entailed repairs to the castle to accommodate the station on the castle. It is particularly
interesting that the price was to be the customary price for Works of a Similar Nature at that Place. It
is unlikely that that such works could have been anything other than previous repairs to the fabric of
the keep, presumably carried out by the Marquis of Hertford. However, a contradictory note dated 5
November 1806 reads The Station is denominated Orford Castle from its vicinity to the Castle. 1t is

2/1



difficult to explain this contradiction, but it is quite possible (as seems
to be the case elsewhere) that the officer producing this note copied the
information from earlier records, which had already been superseded.
An engraving published in 1810 clearly shows, on top of the castle, the
mast and stays of the post and ball system with a tight grouping of
stays at the centre, doubtless required for hauling up the cumbersome
balls. In addition, the same engraving, and also a drawing by John
Norris dated 1820, shows a new wooden staircase leading up to the
entrance, presumably a part of the same refurbishment.

In the June list, cots and other items of furniture are mentioned, indi- |
cating the re-equipping of the men’s accommodation area. Certainly by
29" August, Lieutenant Richard Faulkland reports that the Orford Cas-
tle signal station is complete and ready in every respect except Posts
for the Blue Lights, occasioning a swift reply on 3™ September giving

the order for their erection. -

The location of the living accommodation at this date is uncertain.
Amongst the graffiti in the lower hall of the castle, is one of particular &
interest in this context (see p ii). It is of a mast and stays complete with i _
signal balls, almost certainly dating from the Napoleonic period. It Detail from engraving 1810 showing signal
would be nice to think that an off-duty member of the unit scratched station ‘postand ball” apparatus (Orf Mus)
the image on the wall, copying the structure on the mound visible through the adjacent window. Al-
though this does not mean that the men lived in the keep, it might point to them having had some sort
of mess room in the lower hall. Certainly the wooden structure on the keep to be seen in some of the
prints and drawings of this and later periods, could not have accommodated the required domestic
facilities, and the castle was probably not in a state of sufficiently good repair to provide them. A resi-
dential ‘house’ of some kind would have been required. The note of 5™ November 1806 already re-
ferred to states the Lieutenant and People reside in a House built similarly to those erected in the last
War ... . The small cottage, known as Dennington Cottage, formerly immediately adjacent to the cas-
tle, since demolished, seems a likely candidate, particularly as, from the drawing by Emily Rope in
the Orford Museum collection, it looks similar in construction to illustrations of contemporary signal
‘houses’. However, the latest archaeological survey by English Heritage places its construction later
in the 19" century. Further research is required.

Drawing of Orford Castle by E A Rope (Emmeline) dated 1886 Showing Dennington Cottage,
possibly built as living accommodation for the men at Orford Castle signal station (Orf Mus)

2/2



An incident at Harwich adds a human dimension to the otherwise factual accounts. On 10" July 1803
Graeme Spence, a surveyor, informed the Secretary of the Navy Board, that he was at Harwich CIiff
last morning — A Ball Signal he received from W... was repeated to the next Easternmost Station on
Felixstow Cliff — for an hour without answer — it appeared that the Midshipman at Felixstow Signal
Station was in Harwich getting a new Yard made for the Flagstaff as the old one broke the day before
making a Ball signal — a broken yard means a delay of a day or two in signals, hence ... should keep
a spare yard. Possibly as a result, signal stations as far north as Yarmouth were ordered during Au-
gust to keep a spare ball, and a spare flag and pendant.

By the end of 1803 the new generation of signal stations was in place, the flurry of excited activity
subsided, and the east coast settled down to wait. Meanwhile things were hotting up in France. On
18" May 1804 Napoleon was crowned emperor, and on 2™ December consecrated by the Pope, rekin-
dling in popular memory the glories of Charlemagne, crowned emperor by the Pope on Christmas
Day 800. Presumably in reponse, the Admiralty sent a circular to the lieutenants of the signal stations
to discharge all Seamen and to employ instead of them Lads or Men not fit for service afloat. The
navy had obviously been placed on ‘red alert’. In response to this instruction a few lieutenants in-
dulged their ‘entrepreneurial’ instincts. There had always been problems with their having employed
fewer men than directed and appropriating the pay. Now, the Sea Fencibles, a volunteer coastal patrol
fleet under Royal Naval command, with special responsibilities for assisting signal stations, reported
that several officers had entered their sons as midshipmen, whom [the original midshipmen] they had
ordered to be discharged. Of this the Admiralty, rather surprisingly, when it knew more, approved, as
it had the suggestion of a Captain Clements in employing old and disabled seamen as signal men.
This was certainly the case at Bawdsey where in July 1811 Lieutenant George Wailes was allowed to
enter James Wailes as his midshipman in the room of Augustus Wailes, discharged. It seems that un-
occupied younger sons could find profitable interim employment, almost like a ‘gap year’ today.

During the next three years there seems to have been little excitement. After Napoleon’s defeat at
Trafalgar on 21% October 1805 he seems to have abandoned his invasion plans, at least temporarily,
and it wasn’t until the end of 1807, after victories in Austria and Prussia that he reverted to his former
plan by issuing a decree against British commerce. In July 1808 the Peninsula War began.

During the lull, the east coast signal stations led a more or less routine existence, ordering stores, hav-
ing their accounts minutely scrutinised, being upbraided for excessive demands for items such as sta-
tionery and coal, which culminated, after a series of complaints, in the Navy Office making a small
increase in the allowance. There was even time to worry about off-shore smuggling activities. In a
letter of 6™ November 1807 ‘My Lords of the Admiralty’ are informed that Vessels frequently be off
the Coast at some distance from the shore and unship their cargoes into smaller vessels in which they
are smuggled on shore and that this might be prevented if the Officers of the several Signal Stations
were enabled to signal to apprize HM and the Revenue Cruizers ... by making the signal 104 ...
“smuggling vessels are at a distance from the shore unloading their cargoes” ... & when answered,
the compass denoting the Enemy to be in such a quarter as to be made to point out to the Cruizers the
bearing of the vessels as employed. A great incentive was the decision to give officers at the signal
stations one third of the money from the confiscated ships and their cargoes.

The Royal Navy used a numerical signalling system, whether using balls or flags. This meant that
messages were ‘fixed” and could not be spelled out. Code books were issued, and the balls or flags
hoisted in specific combinations according to the code. For example, signal 652 meant Look out and
take every proper precaution to save yourself — there is an Enemy in sight of you. During the Penin-
sula War an urgent letter was issued to all Signal Stations in England and Ireland informing them that
the general printed signals have fallen into the hands of the Enemy ... [and it is] judged expedient to
alter the numeral Flags ... to commence at daylight on 1" Jan next ...
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Page from a numerical signals code book c1798
(by kind permission of Lord de Saumarez)

Apart from such ‘minor’ excitements, life during this period must have been less than stimulating for
the lieutenant and his complement of men ‘unfit for service afloat’ at Orford Castle. It was perhaps a
relief when it was decided in May 1811 to abolish the station at Southend and to build a new signal
station on the Eastern Extremity of land forming the entrance to Orford Haven [at Hollesley]. More
Admiralty penny-pinching ensued. On 5" July 1811 Lieutenant Sangster, of the new station, was in-
formed that he was not allowed to purchase a horse and cart at the Public Expense. He responded by
disputing the number of chauldrons [or cauldrons, a dry measure of 36 bushels] of coal sent from the
abandoned station at Southend, and was finally allowed to charge 10s.6d per week for lodgings while
the house was uninhabitable. Glimpses of the construction of the new house are provided in the list of
expenses. Lieutenant Sangster was allowed to buy furze for thatching, posts and rails for the encir-
cling fence, posts for night signals quartering, workmanship and nails, iron work and smith’s labour.
Lieutenant Sangster was lucky because by 1812 applications to erect fences around the houses were
usually refused, the committee considering trenches sufficient. The Orford Haven signal station was
formally opened on 9" September 1811. By the end of October, however, Lieutenant Sangster had
obtained agreement to charge £15 for the expense of removing the house. One can only speculate
why. Perhaps the house, presumably in sections, was transported from Southend. It seems unlikely
that it was taken down so soon after being built, particularly when in November the Lieutenant was
buying a table and four chairs.

Fire was always a risk when burning bundles of furze for night signals. The officer at Teignmouth
earned himself acclaim, if not an increase in salary, when he invented a wooden post with a metal
frame on the top sufficient to hold 10 faggots. An essentially unchanged contraption can still be seen
on The Knoll opposite Orford Castle, ready for lighting a beacon on historic occasions. This new in-
vention apparently enabled the signal to be seen more clearly by the next station as well as helping to
prevent the burning furze being blown away and creating a fire hazard. The committee, watching the
pennies as usual, sanctioned the erection of these at all stations where they would be useful, but with
the caviat that they should cost no more than £2 each.

Meanwhile technology was catching up with the Navy. An early form of semaphore, still using a nu-
merical system but using disks and shutters within a framework, had been demonstrated by the
French to be far superior to the old post and ball system. The French had used it since 1794, and in
1795 an adaptation of the system by Sir George Murray had been accepted by the Admiralty. It was
now realised, at long last, that its utilisation in the signal stations was vital to the war effort. On 22"
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April 1812 , therefore, two months before Napoleon declared war on Russia, an action which was to
lead to the retreat from Moscow and his ultimate downfall, the Admiralty advised the Navy Board
that Semaphore communication was to be adopted along the coast of Suffolk and Norfolk, and pro-
vided a list which included Orford (the Castle or Orford Haven was not specified), Aldeburgh fo the
North of the Town, (presumably complying with Mr Vernon’s earlier request), Dunwich, Covehithe,
Gunton and Yarmouth. As usual they added instructions to preserve what can be of old stations,
masts etc. If it was inexpedient to remove the Materials of any of the old Signal Stations to the places
where the new ones are to be erected, the Board are to cause such Buildings or Erections on the old
plan not necessary for the present purpose to be sold on the Spot for the best price ... keeping an ac-
count ... !

In May Commander Lobb reported that the present stations would be suitable for the semaphores but
that the haze is so very great it will be necessary to have 5 intermediate Signal Stations. Those pro-
posed were on a common belonging to the Marquis of Hertford [Sudbourne], Thorpe Common [near
Dunwich] and another near Covehithe. By 2™ October he was able to report that the Semaphore Sta-
tions on the coast of Suffolk were completed as far as Lowestoft and will be to Yarmouth by the end of
the month, except what relates to Mr Maudsley’s apparatus [the actual semaphore apparatus]. On
23" October he was informed that the machinery manufactured by Mr Maudsley will this day be for-
warded to respective Signal Stations ... the Lieutenant on duty will be prepared to commence Sema-
phore communications on 1° January 1813 ... immediate measures to be taken to remove the old ap-
paratus in time. However the apparatus had still not arrived by 30™ October and the artificers were
instructed to return to the yard. Extra expense would now be incurred by four men having to be sent
to the stations in a longboat to fix them. Mr Maudesly eventually reported that he had been extremely
unwell but now promised to deliver the goods in three weeks time.

Drawing by Richard Power showing the new ‘semaphore’ apparatus
based on the Chappe system c1800 from Optical Telegraphy.
The Chappe Telegraph Systems c¢1790-1800 (Internet)

After a rush of communications, including complaints about parts not having been oiled properly,
vanes not balanced, and other teething troubles, the new system was finally launched. At any rate, on
8™ May 1813 Lieutenant Hodge at Orford Castle received a stern rebuke which read Sir, the Lieuten-
ant superintending the Semaphore at Orford Haven having stated in his daily Report of Signals that
Orford Castle Station was making so many wrong numbers that he was obliged to make the signal
“No 11”. I have it in command from my Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify that the di-
rection to you in future to take more pains in communicating the semaphoric messages ... Lieutenant
Hodge was obviously having difficulty coping with the new system.
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On 23 August 1813 a letter from W H Brady of Sudbourne, on whose land the intermediate sema-
phore station had been built, submitted a claim for £9. This was for 1 year’s rent at £6 and for £3 for
one quarter of barley spoiled by the erection of the station. The description of the site comes tantalis-
ingly close to telling us its exact location. It was placed near a corner of a field at that time cropped
with turnips 42ft x 37ft with a footpath about 50ft to the common. Lobb considered the damage to the
barley trifling as it was only caused by the guys erected for the mast being made fast to stumps driven
in for the purpose. He also considered £4 an adequate rent but the arrangement I conclude was settled
between you [the Commissioners] and Lord Hertford’s Steward ... Lord Hertford obviously contin-
ued to deal only with the ‘top brass’.

Technically things seem not to have improved very quickly, as towards the end of December agree-
ment was given for a pendant and flag and a third telescope as ships do not understand signals at Or-
ford Haven. It seems that Lieutenant Sangster was no better at coping with the system than his col-
league at Orford Castle.

Meanwhile, during the latter part of 1813 Napoleon’s military position steadily deteriorated, culmi-
nating in the British entry into France early in October. Finally on 5™ March 1814 he was forced to
abdicate and a month later exiled to Elba. The ‘game’, everyone thought, was once again ‘over’.

All the tension sustained over the preceding years gradually gave way to a sense of euphoria as Eng-
land and its allies began to relax. For the signal stations it was the begnning of the end, although un-
accountably as late as the end of June 1814 cast iron stoves with fire irons and funnel along with
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Detail from a chart dated 1817 (corrected to 1836) showing the signal stations from
Felixstowe to Aldeburgh, omitting the ‘intermediate’ station at Sudbourne.
© Crown Copyright 2004. Published by permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Olffice
and the UK Hydrographic Office (www.ukho.gov.uk)
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More logically, presumably with dismantling in mind, lists of signal stations were compiled, with
names of their lieutenants, midshipmen etc, in which Orford Castle station was noted as being re-
duced to three men. Finally, on 18" November, an Admiralty Order authorised the breaking up of
signal stations in Suffolk including Orford Castle, Orford Haven, Bawdsey and Red House Warren
[Aldeburgh]. Those in Norfolk, Essex and Kent were similarly decommissioned. A letter from the
Commissioners to the officers in charge of the stations directed them to discharge themselves and
persons helping them on 30™ November 1814 ... and to deliver up store, glasses [telescopes] and key
etc. Also dated 30™ November is a list of stations with dates of abandonment. All the east coast sta-
tions were abandoned between 30" November 1814 and 26™ January 1815, although those on the
south coast were kept on ‘alert’. Glimpses of the practical aspect of abandonment come through in
letters such as that dealing with handing over the keys to Dunwich Heath signal station. It was feared
that people coming to steal wreck from the shore would damage the buildings as they were 2 miles
from anywhere.

On 14" January 1815 instructions were given to sell the watch box and fire post at Orford Castle and
the ladder at Sudbourne and fo send an account from the purchaser showing the price paid. This was
countermanded by a letter dated 27" May instructing the Lieutenant NOT to sell them, no doubt occa-
sioned by Napoleon’s escape from Elba on 1* March. By June 1815, frustratingly whether before or
after the Battle of Waterloo on 18" June is unclear, signal stations based on a new portable semaphore
apparatus were being re-established from North Foreland round to Land’s End. The signal stations on
the east coast of England were not re-established, the threat presumably now being considered negli-
gible. After more than fifteen years of intermittent tension and excitement the coast could settle back
into its routine of farming, fishing and smuggling.

A footnote exists in letters to the Admiralty dated May and July 1816 from F Ralinson of Scotts Hall,
near Dunwich relating to finding someone to take on the redundant signal station buildings on Dun-
wich Heath. It appears that the only person who could was a smuggler “and the least character even
amongst those people” and who of course was not permitted to take possession of it. The house was
subsequently damaged by intruders.

From this point, England and East Anglia settled down until the threat of invasion surfaced again a
century later. By then the electric telegraph had largely superseded semaphore, but the issue of unpre-
paredness was once again to the fore. Readers of ‘spy’ fiction will know the warning sounded in
1903 by Erskine Childers in his book Riddle of the Sands, not heeded by government until virtually
the outbreak of the First World War.

Margaret Poulter

Summary of Sources

Admiralty Records (The Public Record Office)

Chatham Dockyard records (The Nat Maritime Museum)

Charts and ‘Views’ of the East Coast (Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office and the UK Hydrographic Office)
Papers re signaling c1798 (Suffolk Records Office, Ipswich, by kind permission of Lord de Saumarez)

Prints and drawings (The Bodleian Library)
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MEMORIES OF ORFORD CASTLE, SUFFOLK
3 August - 23 December 1943

Robert Jones, originally from Aberdare in South Wales, has the rare distinction of being able to say
that he has actually lived in Orford Castle.

He was born in 1921 and joined the Royal Air Force in July 1941 as a radio-location-technician (the
word radar had not then been coined). During the Second World War he was stationed at various ra-
dar sites in Britain. For nearly five months in 1943 he was a radar technician (then known as RDF
mech) stationed in Orford Castle. He was moved from Orford to Bawdsey where he stayed until No-
vember 1944. He was then posted overseas to Burma until he was demobbed in August 1945.

This is an extract from his autobiography, written in 1990, by which time he had settled in Canada.

1411401 Jones, R, RAF.
“Photo taken in my home town of Aberdare, South Wales,
while on leave, Christmas 1942. The ‘prop’ on my left arm
signifies that my rank is now LAC (Leading Aircraftsman).”

Introduction

At Orford we lived in all that remained of a centuries-old stone castle standing on a knoll on the vil-
lage’s southern edge. Just a corner castle keep - a round tower with stone stairs spiralling past the
cold and very draughty rooms at various levels, all the way up to the battlements at the very top. From
these stairs, we could access our sleeping quarters, dining-room, etc, and even a small sanctuary
which had once been consecrated as a private chapel, who can say how many years ago? Lots of bats
shared this ancient Norman castle with us.

The 10-cm radar equipment [with its rotating antenna] was housed in a cabin built above one of the
turrets, or towers, at the top of the keep (probably the South Turret), and was accessible via a ladder
inside the turret and up through a trap-door in the floor of the cabin. There were no WAAFs stationed
at Orford. Too many bats, perhaps! Though most likely it was because Air Force authorities wouldn’t
dream of housing both WAAF and RAF in the intimately cramped quarters offered by one solitary
castle keep!

In the 12™ century, when the castle was originally built (during the years 1166 - 1170), Orford was
located right on the coast and was a port of some consequence, but by the 1940s it was ... inland due
to the continuing deposition of [shingle] along [that part of] the coast of East Anglia. The nearby
houses of the little village were very few in number, stretched out, together with a handful of shops
and pubs along a single main road for a few hundred yards down to the River Alde. Orfordness,
which is where radar actually had its roots, is a desolate spit of salt-marsh and shingle some 15 miles
long, a hundred yards or so across the river, which merges with the River Ore [in fact the Butley
River] a few hundred yards beyond the village. The two main pubs were the Crown and Castle, just
across a small gully near the castle, and the Jolly Sailor, a little way up the street from the quay.
Nowadays (1990) it’s still a very quiet place that comes to life only at holiday times.
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The show must go on

In case of power failure we had a standby diesel-powered generator, so on the odd occasion when
power failed during the rare film-show in the village hall we’d somehow or other connect them up to
our generator to keep the show going. Don’t ask me, after all these years, exactly how we did this!

Ghosts of the past

One fine moonlit evening, one of the airmen (not yours truly, I might add) decided to sleep outside on
a small battlement jutting out not too far below the top of the castle wall. During the night it became a
little too cold for comfort, and it was then that he discovered that - accidentally or otherwise - he’d
got himself locked out. No-one could hear his shouts to be let in (the walls were still quite thick even
at this height) so he had no alternative but to climb the short distance up the rough outer wall, over
the ramparts at the top, and back down the spiral stairs to his sleeping quarters inside the castle. Nor-
mally, of course, such a minor incident would hae long-since been forgotten, far too trivial to be wor-
thy of recall, in spite of his complaints, were it not for the fact that ...

The next day we found the village agog with excitement! It seems they had a superstition of sorts that
on rare occasions a knight would be seen parading around the ramparts - and someone must have
spotted the figure of the airman climbing the wall in his pyjamas, ghostly white in the moonlight, and
put two and two together to come up with five. The rumour slowly grew to the point where someone
knew somebody who’d actually seen a knight in shining armour , mounted on on a white horse, come
charging over the grass right up to the base of the castle. Then, to his amazement, horse and rider had
simply galloped straight up the outside wall and over the ramparts at the top. After trotting around the
top of the castle two or three times with a gleaming sword held high, the knight - together with his
horse - suddenly vanished into thin air. Needless to say, we didn’t bother to disillusion the villagers!

People I remember

There must have been a fair number of airmen at Orford Castle, as we’d almost certainly have had a
cook or two in addition to a handful of radar-ops, and at least one other radar-mech besides myself.
But I remember only one person from my days here - Dave Dickinson - though I don’t recall now
whether he was a mech or an op. Most likely the latter. He had, I recall, a pronounced dimple in his
chin, and a healed-up scar at the very tip of his nose, as though it had been split vertically at some
time. Much later on I was destined to meet up with him again when I was stationed in Rangoon,
Burma.

Things to come

At the very end of my stay, I attended my third radar course, at Yatesbury, to be updated on the very
latest methods being used to meet the anticipated use of the V-2 rocket by the Germans. Information
on this latest threat had been supplied to us by our intelligence-gathering network in Europe. Our new
equipment, code-named Oswald, was an addition to CH radar (the highest-scanning of the three main
types of radar) which would continuously record on film the tracks of rapidly-moving objects on the
radar screen. Much to my surprise, I found that many of the attendees at this course absolutely refused
to believe that speeds of a few thousand miles per hour could be achieved! Nothing but enemy propa-
ganda, they would argue!

The very next day after my return from this course, I was posted to Bawdsey Manor, the nearest CH
station - not too many miles south of Orford - but for some strange reason, once I arrived there, |

never had anything at all to do with their CH or its Oswald!

Robert Jones
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VANDALISM AT ORFORD CASTLE

Orford Castle was purchased by Sir Arthur Churchman, MP in 1928 and presented to the nation in
1929. Responsibility for the castle was given by the Official Trustee of Charitable Funds to the Or-
ford Town Trust. £5,000 had been raised through an appeal to the public to pay for new roofs and
floors before the castle was opened to visitors in June 1930. Almost immediately a further appeal for
another £3,000 was launched to pay for making the turrets safe and making good the surface of the
outside walls. Ten years later, on the outbreak of the Second World War, the castle was requisitioned
and became a radar station as described by Robert Jones in the previous article. The wartime use of
Orford Castle took its toll on the historic structure and on the museum which was then housed in the
Great Chamber, where the new Orford Museum is to be located. There is a newspaper cutting (not
identified, but almost certainly from the East Anglian Daily Times) in the Orford Museum collection,
dated Monday 17 December 1945, which details the damage inflicted by the military under the head-
line ‘Vandalism at Orford Castle’

i AR
Orford Castle c.1941. One of a series of photographs by the Ministry of Information called Invasion Village.
Copyright Stockwave/COI

Wanton Spoilation and Looting
A “Compensation” of £145

Great indignation is felt in Orford over the wanton damage inflicted upon the Castle, one of the finest
of Norman Keeps, where acts of hooliganism demand disciplinary action against the perpetrators, ac-
tion which, alas! cannot undo the spoilation. Throughout the war the Castle was in military occupa-
tion, and for the greater part of the time was used as a centre for radio-location. When it was requisi-
tioned at half-an-hour’s notice, the Town Trustees had only time to remove the ancient stocks and the
200-years-old round table from the Grand Chamber. The valuables, which formed the museum, had
to be left. To-day not a dozen pieces of this collection remain. The show-case and show stand were,
villagers avow, used for firewood. Two of the many old swords and bayonets have been retrieved
from the Castle Green. The much treasured suit of chain-mail, now missing, was actually seen in use
as a boot scraper! Many old coins, pieces of Iken pottery, photographs and a historic picture of Admi-
ral Russell are missing. And for the loss of these irreplaceable treasures the Orford Town Trust have
been “compensated” to the extent of £145!
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Vandalism in excelsis

Destruction and looting are not the whole of the sorry story of Orford Castle in military occupation.
Damage to the fabric itself can best be told in the words of Mr. H. Munro Cautley, A.R.I.B.A.,
F.S.A.: “A cement floor”, he says “has been put over the whole basement, and the protection railing
to the well has been taken down and the well boarded over. The balustrade gate and ladder have dis-
appeared. Great damage has been done to the kitchen. The military occupants pulled down most of
the arch leading to the garde-robe and bricked it up. In doing so, the angle above the arch collapsed
and the masonry wants replacing. In the chimney opening they installed two large ranges and pulled
down the dividing pier, took out the old lintel and a large amount of masonry over the lintels has bro-
ken away. Throughout the kitchen they have spoiled the old surface of the walls by levelling up the
uneven-ness of the masonry by daubing mortar on the surface. They have put in a new concrete floor.
In the chapel the altar was boarded up and is intact, but they have cemented a dado about five feet
high all round the chapel, and the appearance is shocking ... they have blocked up the old peep-hole;
they inserted incongruous windows in this chapel, with sills of Fletton bricks. These all should be re-
moved and made good. On top of the stairs (lobby to roof), they constructed a most frightful rein-
forced concrete erection and chamber, to hold up the Radar installation, which was placed on top of
the tower. At the same time, they made a platform on the roof which has spoilt the drainage of it. In
addition to all this specific damage, practically all the windows are broken, and the seats of the garde-
robes. There are countless holes to be made good where they pierced the walls for their hot-water
pipes, etc., and the surface has been daubed with mortar in many places.” Mr. Munro Cautley’s report
has been sent to the War Office by the Town Trust, who are pressing for the work to be carried out
under a cost of works agreement.

Still requisitioned

At present the building has not been de-requisitioned, but the Garrison Engineer has had pipes, radia-
tors, and the many other installations removed ready for de-requisitioning. The Town Trust will
probably seek the aid of the Ancient Monuments Commission. In the meantime, it has been suggested
that the “frightful reinforced concrete erection and chamber” should be left. A member of the Castle
Committee said “Perhaps it would be best to leave this. It might cause more damage if it was re-
moved. At least it will show future generations what use the castle was put to in this war. I should like
to see a brass tablet placed on it saying that the castle was a watch tower during the Napoleonic Wars
and the two World Wars.” He added, “If I have my way the brass plate will record for all time this
wanton damage.”

It can be imagined that it was with some relief that, after protracted negotiations, in 1962 the Orford
Town Trust transferred the castle and responsibility for its upkeep to the Ministry of Works (later the
Department of the Environment and, from 1984, English Heritage).
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JOHN GREEN

This photograph shows John Green’s tombstone in the eastern part of Orford churchyard (see Bulletin
Issue 1, pages 4 and 5) which has now been restored through the initiative of Doreen Longhurst and
with the help of your donations. Thank you for your generosity.

OF THIS ro
Wi
aon'! MaRcy “-'797 Fi

2/12



THE PRINCESS OF WALES VISITS ORFORD

In October 1906, the Prince and Princess of Wales (later King George V and Queen Mary*) spent
four days in Suffolk, staying with Mr E G and Lady Beatrice Pretyman at their house, Orwell Park, at
Nacton just outside Ipswich.

This was not, perhaps, the most exciting date in the royal diaries in that year.Their Royal Highnesses
had been on a State Visit to India which had meant that they were out of the country from October
1905 until April 1906. On their way back to England they spent a week in Cairo and stayed on Corfu
and in Athens. In May they went to Madrid for the marriage of the Prince’s cousin Ena to the King of
Spain, an event that was marred by the fact that an anarchist threw a bomb into the wedding proces-
sion, causing considerable loss of life. No sooner had the Prince and Princess returned from Spain
than they were off on the royal yacht to Norway for the coronation of King Haakon VII in Trondheim
cathedral. Thereafter the summer months passed in the more normal royal routine of visits to the
races at Newmarket and Goodwood, yachting at Cowes, a trip to Scotland and house parties such as
the one at Orwell Park.

Fortunately, the weather was fine throughout the visit to Suffolk which was enthusiastically reported
in the East Anglian Daily Times on Wednesday 10 October, Friday 12 October and Saturday 13 Octo-
ber. The first report tells us that the Prince and Princess arrived at Ipswich on Tuesday 9 October hav-
ing taken the royal train from Liverpool Street Station (although the Prince brought his 35 hp Daimler
car for travel once he was in Suffolk).

The Prince had come for the shooting, but a sight-seeing programme was arranged for the Princess
and other ladies in the party.

One of the places on the Princess’s itinerary for Thursday 11 October was Orford, and the person en-
trusted with showing the royal visitor around was the Rector, the Rev Frederick Anstruther Cardew.
He and his wife Norah had three little boys - Brutton, just nine years’ old at the date of the royal visit,
Victor aged five, and Bruce who was two and a half. They were at the Rectory from 1901 to 1907.

The Rev F A Cardew on a more relaxed occasion
at the door of the Rectory where he greeted the Princess

The Rev Cardew wrote this account of the day which was recently sent to me by Dr Peter Cardew, a
fourth son who was born some time after his brothers, and after his parents had left Orford:
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‘Our Royal Visitor
I feel that I must record the details of the visit which the Princess of Wales has paid us before
they fade away from my mind.
About a week before she came, notice was sent to us that it was intended to bring the Princess
to Orford to see the Church and the Castle and I was asked to act as guide. Mr and Lady Bea-
trice Pretyman then motored over to Orford along the proposed route and all the arrangements
were definitely fixed for the visit.
When the day arrived it was beautifully fine. All Orford was gaily decorated with flags and
mottoes. The Rectory garden was also decorated. The moment of the Princess’s arrival was
announced by the cheering of the Sudbourne and Orford school children. The Sudbourne chil-
dren were drawn up by the Park Lodge gates while the Orford children assembled at the
School. When the Royal Car drew up at the front door of the Rectory Norah and the 3 little
boys stood on the edge of the lawn. The children saluted very smartly. After alighting from
the car and shaking hands with me she asked if these were my little boys and at once went for-
ward to speak to Norah. She patted Bruce on the cheek and shook hands with Brutton and
Victor. Bruce presented the Princess with a bouquet of roses - the Princess inquired how old
he was. Norah reminded her of the occasion when she was to have visited “Gask” but that her
visit had fallen through owing to a rainy day. [Gask was Mrs Cardew’s family’s home in Scot-
land].
I then conducted her to the Church and showed her all that was to be seen. The Princess was
much interested in some of the “Brasses” and the Mayors Chapel. She asked many questions.
She then signed the Visitor’s Book in the Church and also our private one. While I conducted
the Princess, Norah was showing the sights to Lady Beatrice Pretyman and the Countess of
Paris. When we arrived outside the Church we found the street and Market Place filled with a
large expectant crowd. Our children were again drawn up near the churchyard gate and saluted
as the Princess approached. The crowds were quite silent as the Princess entered the car to
drive across to the Castle. I was dismayed that there was no cheering but I think their silence
was intended as a mark of respect.
] When the car arrived at the Castle I assisted the Princess
% to alight. We went all over the Castle even up to the Obser-
= vatory. I had warned the Princess that the steps were steep
2 and rough, but she said that she was accustomed to climb-
4 ing up the side of a ship. She seemed glad of some assis-
& tance however for she constantly asked me to take her
B hand and help her over steep and difficult places. The
Princess was much interested when she learned that Henry
IT had built the Castle and that it was a Royal castle for
over 200 years. The Princess twice asked me to let her
¥ have some photographs of the Church and the Castle
which I was careful to do.
Just as we left the Castle the second motorcar containing
Lady Bradford, the Countess of Dartry and Lady Evelyn
Cavendish drove up. It had been delayed owing to a punc-
tured tyre and after we had left the Church Norah waited
for this car to arrive and escorted its occupants over the
Church and Castle.
When the Princess said goodbye to me she said “I am
much obliged to the people of Orford for their pretty deco-
rations,”’and as she drove away the crowd cheered her en-
thusiastically and the children sang the National Anthem.
Our three little boys stood near the Church gates and
cheered her lustily. The Princess responded by smiling
and waving her hand to them.’

The Rev F A Cardew
escorting the Princess of Wales down the church path
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This is how the East Anglian Daily Times of 12 October reported the occasion:

.boruwh of  Orford. I‘hevﬂhgamontha'
;ruut,e evidently anticiputed the visit, and af
{many points decorations were seen, and groups
of loyal country foik found oppormmr &f
|giving voice to their hearty welcome.

: Orford, it will be remembered, is &w&,

lguished #s having given his title to the Karl
Jof Orferd, the first Prime Minister of England,
The iuhabitanis assembled in full force to give
the Princess a loyal and hearty welcome. 'I'he
:streetstand. houses were gaily decorated ﬂﬂx
flags and motioes. At two different poiaﬁsm
the route the Princess was cheered by the
{school-children of Sudhonrne and Orford. he
't Royal motor-car arrived at the Heclory punce
ttually m.sup m., and the visilors were mm
by the Rev. F. Anstruther Cardew, the rocter
lof Orford.  Mrs. Cardew and her thm’-ﬂt&n
 {boys were pmmtu&tom

i

3 visitors i i_saﬂrwll Park on ’.{‘hursda:r
m m_ahone brﬂliauﬂa during the greater

sen i gpﬁrty then drove slowly ucross the erowded|
R 4 (Market Place, and visiled the Norman Custle,
Wnodﬁriﬂgﬁ The visitors motored past’ St.|-lwhers Mr, Cardew (in the unavoidable ‘
’Jghn’ Lhu.rch and over the South |fl,; My, Kenneth Clark) aguin acted a8 g%
C Tt Mwe. before going IR~} A, the Princess drove away, the aehajﬂ-ehﬁdt&n
’mml in the = direction of the wolff sang “Cod Save the King,” and the peupie
{Links, A good deal of bunting was dispk _ c'geered with the greatest ent.hmx_m .
[?" the establishments of the principal trades- | “Going on to Campsea Ashe, a visit was paid
.m:z- Residents and visitors assembled inj to the High House, the residence of the Hen.
‘large numbers on the roule, and would havel | William and Mrs. Lowther, where ftea was
Ig’tmtiy apprecizted & prolonged stay. served, a large party having assembled to meot
the Princess, including Lord Emdiaaha&; and
Lord Claude Hamilton. ‘The Speaker (Right
Hon. J. W. Lowther) was unable to be present
—he had gone to London to attend the obse

-~

e

It is interesting to note that the party took a short cut through Sudbourne Park to reach Orford and
that Mr Kenneth Clark, who then owned Sudbourne Hall and the Estate (which included Orford Cas-
tle), was ‘unavoidably absent’. The lodge at White Gates was known as Sudbourne Lodge and the
lodge on Newton Broadway was called Orford Lodge. It is, therefore, not clear which of these was
meant by the Rev Cardew when he says that the Sudbourne schoolchildren were ‘drawn up’ to cheer
at the Park Lodge gates. My guess is that they were at White Gates, nearest to Sudbourne, though still
a long walk from Sudbourne School.
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The East Anglian Daily Times report of 13 October contains a few more details of the day of the visit
to Orford. In Butley, the vicar made sure that flags were flown at The Priory and the Church. The
school children were given a half day holiday and they ‘assembled at the Oyster Inn with banners,
flags, violins, etc’. They were caught slightly on the hop, because the Princess came through the vil-
lage half an hour earlier than expected, but it was reported that ‘the Princess bowed graciously to the
Vicar and his people.’

The visit ended on the Saturday, when the royal visitors left Orwell Park to go to Sandringham by car.
The Orford Church visitors’ book covering the years 1892 -1912 is in the Suffolk Record Office at
Ipswich. Alas, the page between 30 September and 20 October 1906, which would have contained the
royal signature, has been cut out.

Little Bruce Cardew who presented the bouquet to the Princess died in 1971 and is buried in Orford
churchyard near the Rectory (now the Old Rectory) gate.

Jane Allen

*The Princess Victoria Mary of Teck was known as Princess May from the time she was born (in May 1867)
until her husband succeeded to the throne (also in May) in 1910. It was then felt that what was in effect a nick-
name was no longer appropriate, but she could not contemplate taking the name Queen Victoria, so thereafter
she was called Queen Mary.

References:

James Pope- Hennessy, Queen Mary, London, George Allen & Unwin, 1959.

East Anglian Daily Times, microfilm at Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich).

Orford Church Visitors’ Book 1892-1912, Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich), FC168/C10/1.

Photograph of Rev F A Cardew and the Princess of Wales outside Orford Church, Orford Museum Collection.

Extracts from the visitors’ book of Rev F A and Mrs Cardew, the press cutting, photographs, and much additional infor-
mation were supplied by Dr P S Cardew. It was entirely due to his generosity and help that I was able to find out the story
behind the photograph of the Princess at Orford Church.
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BUTLEY MODERN SCHOOL REUNION: 13 SEPTEMBER 2003

Butley Secondary Modern School, very successfully designed by Lindsay Morgan, the county archi-
tect, was opened in September 1959 with some 200 pupils, drawn from the villages in a wide catch-
ment area, from Bawdsey to Orford and from Eyke to Tunstall. Before this, the children stayed in
their primary schools until they reached the school-leaving age of fifteen. Now, they moved, at
eleven, to this fine modern building with its extensive playing-fields and sports facilities, where they
went to special rooms for lessons with specialist teachers. There was a good library, and large wood-
work and domestic science rooms. The hall, with its stage, doubled as a gymnasium. A team of ladies,
under the command of Mrs Worne, wife of a local farmer, produced midday meals for almost the
whole school: only a few brought packed lunches from home.

Mr Tom Scopes came from Kesgrave School as headmaster, holding that office until 1964 when he
was succeeded by Mr Leslie Bolton. He presided over the school until 1974, when the system of edu-
cation changed, and Butley Modern became Butley Middle School for a decade before closing alto-
gether. So its life as a Secondary Modern was a mere fifteen years, in which time about one thousand
children must have passed through its doors.

|

Mr Leslie Boulton,

The school building in Church Road, Butley, behind the houses in Short Walk Headmaster from1964 to1974

Early in 2002, a former Tunstall pupil, Terry Friend, now living in Leiston, felt that some kind of re-
union ought to be held. He worked single-mindedly to drum up enthusiasm among other ex-pupils,
contacting many through the Internet, and getting as much publicity as he could from the East An-
glian Daily Times. The school building, when no alternative use could be found for it, had been de-
molished and one new house built on the site, so the reunion was held in Butley’s new village hall, on
13 September 2003, an incredibly warm and sunny day, like so many in that remarkable year.

Through Terry Friend’s persistence, more than 250 people took tickets: ex-pupils, some with hus-
bands or wives, and some former members of staff. It was sad to realise how few of those were left.
Pam Charity, who was school secretary for almost its whole life, was there: so was Mrs Worne, look-
ing just as I remembered her, behind the serving hatch, wielding a ladle.The hall was decorated beau-
tifully, with coloured streamers matching the colours of the four ‘Houses’: Wilford (red), Havergate
(blue), Tangham (yellow) and Staverton (green). Someone had rescued (from the Suffolk Record Of-
fice, I think) a large needlework banner showing those Houses, and the school badge, and it hung
proudly from the ceiling. The former needlework and games teacher, Marion Collins (Miss Chan-
dler), had tracked down a hoard of school trophies - cups and shields - which had been taken to Far-
lingaye School in Woodbridge when Butley closed and many of its pupils were moved there, but
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those trophies were never used. They were black with tarnish and she spent two days polishing them
to their original lustre. The Honours Boards, with names of the winners of those cups and shields, are
now a permanent fixture in the village hall, so at the reunion the trophies were displayed on a table
before them. They may have awoken memories for the men and women who had once received them
from the hands of either the headmaster or some visiting dignitary on Prize Day.

The afternoon produced quite a crowd. I was delighted to meet a
number of people I’d hoped to see (and was relieved to recognise
nearly all of them, after 30 years). Douglas Underwood, an Orford
boy, was there from Norfolk with his wife Sandra and his brother
Nigel. Readers will probably remember their father, Charlie Under-
wood, who worked with such determination to establish an Orford
Museum. Douglas was Lord Mayor of Norwich, 1999-2000, a tre-
mendous distinction. John Gardiner (Chillesford) was there, and
Richard Powling whose parents kept the (now closed) Chequers pub
at Sudbourne, with his wife Jenny: both had been in the first class I
taught on joining the school in 1963. Others who came from Orford
were the Good family - Linda, Gillian and Andrew; Julie Higgs and
Jayne Grassing, Michael and Peter Clift, and Willie and Christopher
Martin. Raymond Herring, a cheerful and good‘-natured boy (always Butley Modern School badge
known as ‘Kipper’) now farms at Tunstall and is leader of the Suf- with the emblems of the four Houses
folk Coastal District Council. Roy Lambert, from Hollesley, has N (from top left clockwise):

K o K . K angham, Wilford, Havergate and Staverton
achieved distinction in the County’s police force.

The committee had the excellent idea of asking everyone to bring some kind of food that could be
shared: Rita Caley (now living in America) took charge of this, arranging a lavish buffet table so
guests could eat what and when they pleased. As the afternoon turned to evening, all the apparatus of
a discotheque was being introduced into the hall with the promise of a lively evening ahead. It was a
truly memorable - and moving - occasion, and Terry Friend must have been gratified at the obvious
pleasure his hard work had given to so many of us who very much enjoyed the event.

Paul Fincham
Butley Modern School, 1963 - 1973

The reunion in Butley Village Hall, showing the school banner
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NEW LIGHT IS SHED ON THE WALLS OF ORFORD CASTLE:
A DAY WITH ENGLISH HERITAGE

On 15 April 2004 English Heritage arranged a conducted tour of the village, the church and the castle.
It was led by Louise Barker, who is a surveyor and archaeologist, who works for EH. She was in
charge of the recent surveys and excavations in the grounds of the castle, which were intended to as-
certain the position of the curtain walls and mural towers in the grounds of the castle.

The morning was spent visiting the church followed by a walk down Quay Street and across the
marshes back to the castle. Most of what we were told during this perambulation was familiar to any-
one living in Orford, but there were some comments which I found particularly interesting.

The earliest known remains in the area of Orford are at Gedgrave where a linear settlement has been
found by aerial photography. It was probably a pre-Roman settlement.

Saltings, likely to be of Roman origin, have been found during the course of excavations near Quay
Street. The excavations revealed “briquetage”, which is associated with Roman period saltings. No
“red hills”* were found, although these are usually found near saltings.

The original Anglo-Saxon settlement of Orford, before the planned town of Henry II was built, is
thought to have been to the north- east of the site where the church now stands.

The most interesting part of the day was immediately after lunch, when Louise Barker explained what
the excavations and surveys had revealed and showed us on site what is now thought to have been the
configuration of the curtain walls and the causeway into the castle. However, she began by pointing
out that the castle was built as a symbol of conquest rather than to meet an urgent military need. It
was the earliest castle in England to have curtain walls. It was the most expensive of all the Norman
castles after Dover castle.

Louise has very kindly provided us with a note of the archaeological investigations at the castle and
the following paragraphs are drawn extensively from her note.

LAl ISH HERITAGE

15

English Heritage survey plan of the earthworks around Orford Castle.
Copyright English Heritage, and reproduced with their permission
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The investigations began with an Archaeological Survey to map all the earthworks located within the
castle grounds. These have accurately shown the position of the outer ditch, which was constructed
in 1172, at the same time as the castle keep. This ditch defines an area some 130m in diameter, within
which the keep was centrally placed. The exact position of the curtain wall did, however, prove diffi-
cult to find, as quarrying during the post-medieval period had all but removed any traces of the wall.
The inner ditch, which is often thought to have been part of the castle defences, is in fact the result of
this quarrying. In other words, the deep ditch nearest to the keep was not a moat or defensive ditch,
but simply the result of digging for crag by the population of Orford, or by later owners of the castle.

The distance between the keep and the curtain walls would have been about 30m. A possible reason
why there was such a large distance between them is that the ditch was constructed with a palisade to
provide protection for the original builders of the castle. Another reason is that if the ditch had been
too close to the walls there would have been a danger of subsidence.

A Geophysical Survey was undertaken to see if any traces of the wall and towers remained buried be-
neath the ground surface. Sadly, the results of this survey were limited and located a small number of
anomalies characteristic of archaeological features, but which could not confidently be interpreted as
being associated with castle structures. Large zones of high resistance readings did, however, indi-
cate the presence of dumped material, likely to be associated with the demolition of the curtain wall
and towers.

It was, therefore, decided to carry out an excavation with a number of targeted trenches focused on
three areas. One long trench was cut across the earthworks to the north of the keep. This located a
section of curtain wall foundation some 1m below the surface, just Sm from the keep. The founda-
tions consisted of compact sand and pebbles above which a small line of wall core survived. This
section of wall is represented on the ground by a robber trench, which continues east and which may
also show the imprint of one of the mural towers. Also of interest was the extent to which later land-
scaping has affected the site. The northern half of the trench cut across a bank, which appears to have
been created in the early 20th century, as indicated by pottery sealed beneath the earthwork. In fact,
on the northern side the curtain wall ran through the gardens of what is now Castle House. Contrac-
tors building the modern houses in Castle Close found a ditch containing medieval pottery.

The erosion scars to the west of the keep running down the inner ditch were also looked at, as stone
had been exposed in their sections. It was concluded that these did not contain anything substantial
and was likely to be collapsed stone and rubble from the walls.

~w

’%.

i #
Orford Castle, apparently showing a walled entrance passage. Detail from Plan XXVIII of

John Norden’s Survey of the manors, lordships, towns and parishes in Suffolk of Sir Michael
Stanhope, ¢ 1601. Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich. Copyright New Orford Town Trust
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The third trench investigated the causeway across the inner ditch where exposed stonework still ex-
ists. This revealed two solid walls, 4m apart, which appear to be surviving medieval masonry with
later 18th repairs on the upper-sections. Both walls were faced and rendered on the inner and outer
sides. Excavation reached a depth of 1.5m before the trench started to collapse and both walls contin-
ued well below this with no evidence of the foundation level being reached. No evidence of a surface
was found between the walls, and probing down to 2m didn’t suggest one. This would appear to be a
walled passage, likely to be that shown on Norden’s 1600-02 picture of the castle, which led from the
gate tower to the bridge over the castle ditch. The reconstruction picture by Frank Gardiner, which
was commissioned by EH and is reproduced here by kind permission of EH, shows clearly how this
would have looked.

Reconstruction painting of Orford Castle as it may have appeared ¢ 1300 by Frank Gardiner,
reproduced by permission of English Heritage, who are the copyright holders

Additional evidence for this being a walled passage is to be found in the Pipe Rolls which have been
so ably translated and edited by the Friends’ Chairman, the Treasurer and the Curator®*. The Pipe
Rolls refer to the purchase of a “ hericia” which was a device consisting of a bar with spikes which
was placed across walled passages to deter intruders.

The fact that the passageway faces away from the village is unusual but not unique.

The mural towers were not found, except for the foundations at the back of the keep mentioned
above, but Louise Barker thinks that they are unlikely to have been in the position shown by Nor-
den.

Pottery dating to the 1890s was found in the big bank at the back, or western, side of the castle
grounds. It is thought that it was constructed as part of Victorian landscaping of the grounds. The me-

dieval ditch would have run behind this bank.

As regards the keep, Louise Barker said that its architecture with its circular interior and polygonal
exterior is unique. It was not even a transitional form of castle architecture.

The keep was constructed from four types of stone- septaria, crag, Northampton limestone and Caen
stone. The fact that septaria, which is a very soft stone, was used in the construction suggests that it
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must have been rendered to protect it from weathering. The Marquises of Hertford who purchased the
castle in the mid-eighteenth century did make changes to both the interior and exterior of the keep and
it is possible that they removed the rendering in the nineteenth century- as was done to most of the
churches which were restored in the Victorian era.

Michael F Flint FSA

Notes

* Red hills are mounds of earth which, due to the action of the fires used to evaporate brine, are a light red col-
our. Sometimes they have been levelled by ploughing, but the red earth shows up on freshly cultivated land,
especially as the sites of old salterns can be on the edges of marsh land where the soil is naturally dark brown.
Red hills are to be found all along the East coast from Lincolnshire to Essex.

** The Building of Orford Castle, a Translation from the Pipe Rolls 1163-78, Jane Allen, Valerie Potter and
Margaret Poulter, Orford Museum, 2002.
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ORFORD MUSEUM - THE STORY SO FAR

Orford’s exceptionally rich history has attracted the attention of antiquarians over many generations.It
is apparent that a number of researchers investigated the contents of the Town Chest in which the bor-
ough records were kept. The length and detail of the entries on the town in the eighteenth century ga-
zeteers (eg The Suffolk Traveller) and nineteenth century directories is evidence of this.

The castle, too, was the subject of study, eg The Rev C H Hartshorne’s article published in 1840:
‘Observations on Orford Castle’ (Archaeologia, Vol XXIX, p61).

At the end of the nineteenth century the great historian of Suffolk, Vincent Redstone, then teaching at
Woodbridge School, highlighted Orford in two articles in the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of
Archaeology and History (volume X, (1898-1900) pp82 and 204). These articles remain the best re-
view of the source materials. A book edited by Redstone, Memorials of Old Suffolk (1908) contained
chapters on Orford castle and Orford Ness. He also wrote a number of popular guides.

In 1922 the recently-retired Assistant Keeper and Secretary of the Public Record Office bought a
house in Orford. R A Roberts was ideally placed to undertake research on Orford’s history. In his re-
tirement he was a member of the Royal Commission on Historic Manuscripts and he almost certainly
read everything he could find in the PRO relating to Orford. This resulted in a number of scholarly
articles and little publications: Orford Castle, and a guide book to St Bartholomew’s church called
Oreford-nigh-the-Seas published in 1935.

R A Roberts in his room at the Public Record Office, Chancery Lane, London, about 1900

When the castle became the responsibility of the Town Trust in 1929 and was opened to the public, R
A Roberts was responsible for assembling a collection of objects relating to the history of Orford
which was put on display in the castle’s upper hall.The room contained furniture (including the round
table which is still there), arms and armour which had been put in the castle by the Marquises of Hert-
ford and Sir Richard Wallace in the nineteenth century, but which had no historical connection with
Orford.

This small museum and the furnishings suffered damage during World War II (see the newspaper ar-
ticle reprinted in Bulletin Issue 3, Winter 2004, p9).

R A Roberts died during the Second World War in his nineties, but another keen historian came to
live in Quay House, Orford, in 1950.

4/1



Major John Steuart-Gratton had been in the Indian Army and was an enthusiastic amateur archaeolo-
gist. He conducted archaeological investigations in the Orford area and collected items, some of
which he displayed in the castle where he reinstated a small museum. That collection was dispersed
when the castle was taken over by the Ministry of Works in the early 1960s. Major Steuart-Gratton
was a great champion of the idea of a permanent museum. He gave talks and wrote articles on Or-
ford’s history and was responsible for organising special displays of the regalia in the Town Hall.

Major Steuart-Gratton in the Town Hall holding the mace of 1704.
The silver punch bowls and the Elizabethan maces can be seen on the table and the
borough’s set of weights and measures are set out on the platform behind the regalia.
(Orford Museum collection)

Plans for a museum were produced in 1974 and again in 1980 when a Museum Sub-Committee of
Orford Town Trust was established and outline planning permission obtained for a building behind
the Town Hall. The Suffolk Museums Service was involved with these schemes and undertook the
first cataloguing effort in 1982. At that time of growing interest in historical matters in the village
there were WEA classes in local history conducted by John Ridgard, a tutor in history at the Univer-
sity of East Anglia’s continuing education centre, and, later, Celia Jennings. Celia, a local historian,
had moved to Orford with her husband, the writer and humourist, Paul Jennings.

In the 1980s a number of very popular exhibitions were held in the Town Hall, in connection with the
Orford Riverside Fun Days, when local people loaned their collections of old postcards, photographs
and press cuttings.

At last, in 1994, Charlie Underwood, the former lighthouse attendant, born and brought up in Orford,
managed to find temporary premises in a building at the back of the Crown and Castle hotel and with
the help of the Suffolk Museums Service the museum was opened. Charlie advertised for help in the
local newsletter, The Peninsula, and had the good fortune to recruit Margaret Poulter, then living in
Alderton. Margaret, a professional archivist whose experience had included a stint as a curator at the
British Red Cross Museum near Guildford, set about cataloguing the Orford collection properly
in 1995 and was soon asked to take on the job of honorary curator. She improved the museum’s
displays and devised special exhibitions. She is still busily engaged in this work, and she now lives in
Orford.

The Friends of Orford Museum was started to provide volunteer stewards and to raise funds for the
conservation of the collection, through lectures, events and the sale of museum merchandise (cards,
mugs and keyrings). Although the museum was only open during the summer months, visitor num-
bers increased year by year.
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The museum behind the Crown and Castle.
Margaret Green, Tony Logan and Doreen Longhurst help to take down
the display at the end of the season. (Orford Museum collection)

The hunt was always on for a permanent museum and R A Roberts’ grandson, Richard, when chair-
man of the Town Trust, was active in a proposal to build a lottery-funded museum on the land behind
the Town Hall. This idea was rejected when a village referendum was held, resulting in the lottery
application also failing. Charlie Underwood died at the end of 1997 and early in 1998 Michael Flint
took over as Chairman of the Museum Trustees. Michael is another of the long line of interested and
interesting people associated with the museum. A retired solicitor and TV and film company execu-
tive, he is the grandson of Dr Baron, Orford’s doctor in the first part of the 20th century, who ran his
practice from a surgery and dispensary attached to High House.

The museum had to leave the Crown and Castle at the end of thel998 season and the objects went
into storage, but with the backing of the growing number of Friends, activities continued. The pur-
chase of a set of display panels meant that, with the permission of Canon Clifton and the churchwar-
dens, a number of temporary exhibitions could be held in St Bartholomew’s church. The museum’s
first book (rather than a pamphlet), The Building of Orford Castle, was published in 2002 and in 2003
the Orford & District Local History Bulletin appeared.

The museum trustees considered many possible sites for the museum. Inevitably their thoughts
turned to the place where, historically, there had been a museum - Orford Castle. The long and tortu-
ous process of negotiation with the owners of the castle, English Heritage, began, backed by another
village questionnaire which gave overwhelming support for the plan. Unfortunately at that time Eng-
lish Heritage was in an almost constant state of reorganisation and change.Eventually Michael Flint
and Margaret Poulter’s persistence paid off, and at the end of 2003 agreement in principle was
reached that a temporary licence would granted for the museum to have space in the castle. This
opened the way for applications to be made to the Lottery, the New Orford Town Trust and other
grant-giving bodies which resulted in sufficient funding to purchase display panels and cases and to
pay for professional design work.

The castle, although an excellent location for the museum collection in many ways, does have its
limitations. Some of the larger artefacts, eg the town stocks, cannot be displayed and, understandably,
English Heritage wishes the focus of the exhibition to be on the castle and borough. This means that
there is no place for popular items like rural bygones and 19" and early-20th century memorabilia.

So, the quest for a permanent, purpose-built museum still goes on. In the meantime, we are delighted
to be English Heritage’s guests in Orford castle.

Jane Allen
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON ORFORD CASTLE

That a study of London Basin churches should lead me to Orford Castle was, at the least, unexpected.
The church studies had eventually found me examining Suffolk churches built of Orford’s unusual
stone, the Coralline Crag. Why is it unusual? It is in fact almost exceptional; for stones that are so
geologically young, in this case less than a mere two million years old, rarely become sufficiently
hard to be used as durable building stones. Here in the Orford area, as I have recently described in the
Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History, it has been used in church walls
since perhaps the early 14" century. Chillesford and Wantisden church towers display the stone to
excellent advantage. Not that the Coralline Crag is always so hard-wearing. At Crag Farm, Sud-
bourne, just over a mile due north of Orford, for instance, it occurs in pits as an unconsolidated sand.
Nearby, beside the farm buildings, the Crag is truly ‘as hard as rock’. Much of the deposit was origi-
nally laid in shore-line seas as a finely broken-up shell debris. It appears that in places the calcium
carbonate of the shell material has been dissolved to be precipitated elsewhere in the deposit as a
hardening medium. The Crag is, therefore, only hard in patches.

Now to Orford Castle

Externally, Orford Castle is built of three types of stone. The most common of these, making up the
brownish coloured walls, is of shaped boulders picked up from the local beaches. The boulders, often
referred to as septarian nodules, were washed out of the 50 million year old geological deposit known
as the London Clay, by the action of the waves on the estuary and sea cliffs. They, therefore, initially
lay on the beaches ready and available for the Norman castle builders to collect and utilise. The other
two stones are more finely worked and shaped. They are used for the contrasting cream/grey quoins
(corners) and as facing stone. They are both geologically older stones, limestones from the Jurassic,
and formed about 175 million years ago. Both had to be brought to Orford by boat; one from northern
France - the famous Norman Caen Stone; the second, slightly harder and containing shell debris, from
the Barnack area of Northamptonshire.

In 1973, a fourth stone type was indicated as being present in the Castle. This was Coralline Crag,
which was stated as being within the Castle chapel. In any study of local Crag churches the chapel
had to be viewed. I was able to confirm its presence on the occasion of my first visit. But there was
more; the high fireplace hoods (chimney breasts) in both of the Castle halls were of Coralline Crag
and these appear to be constructed in a 15" century style. At my departure, Mr J. O’Sullivan the Eng-
lish Heritage visitor operations site supervisor kindly suggested that many of the corridors were lined
with the same Crag. In the corridor gloom it seemed he was correct. I had to revisit armed with torch
and short ladder. Following several such visits, I now make the following observations.

More widely than previously appreciated, Coralline Crag has been used to line the ceilings of the cor-
ridors and smaller rooms at four floor levels in the Castle (see plans). It is, however, absent from ar-
eas above the first floor (Upper Hall) level. Where it has been used, thick flag-like pieces of the Crag
have been placed edgewise into the arches of the ceilings, the length of the flaggy pieces being paral-
lel to the sides of the arch. To insert or build them in this fashion would have required temporary tim-
ber shuttering. Such a complex application requires a response. The ceiling of the long corridor lead-
ing from the stair well to the room, generally described as a ‘water cistern’, on the first floor/roof
mezzanine floor assists with a possible answer. This corridor and its ceiling are built only of septarian
nodules and these are set in a lime-rich mortar. In contrast, wherever the Crag has been used, it is set
in a mortar which includes obvious small lumps of white chalk.

All inner surfaces of the Castle have not been examined and some are inaccessible but four different
types of mortar appear to have been variously employed inside the building. These are (with the

youngest listed first):

4. A cement-based mortar; seen in ceilings of the stair-well and corridors. This probably obliterates
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from view Crag material beneath. As this mortar dried it was held in position by short pieces of wood.
It is well illustrated on page 12 of the English Heritage Castle guide. I hold the suspicion that this
mortar may have been used as recently as the 20" century (see ‘Vandalism at Orford Castle’, Bulletin
Issue 2, 2004, page 10). The Crag material beneath this cement-mortar would be relatively friable
where any earlier render had fallen away and the cement may have been added to provide a poor form
of protection.

3. A sand-shell fragment mortar which includes pieces of chalk, seen only in certain walls.
2. The chalk fragment mortar used to affix the Coralline Crag ceilings.
1. The original lime-rich mortar.

The relationships of these four mortars may be well seen, for instance, with sufficient light and a lad-
der, in the Basement.

When the specific properties of the different building stones are considered, it seems probable that the
Coralline Crag was first used in the Castle at some date after 1173 when the building of the keep was
believed to have been completed. Norman practices were to lime-wash or thinly render all internal
walls. In the majority of the original surfaces septarian nodules lined the original walls and ceilings.
These stones, although in the Castle generally shaped and squared by the builders, tend to exfoliate
(peel-off like an onion) as they weather or dry out, offering a poor background substrate for any ren-
der or wash. One suspects, therefore, that perhaps after about a hundred years of falling ceiling frag-
ments, a decision was taken to improve the more important ceilings. This would have involved re-
moving a layer of septaria and replacing this with edgewise pieces of Crag (put in place in the manner
of voussoirs in an arch), which would have provided a suitable uneven surface for rendering pur-
poses.

Some interesting problems remain. The rooms off the main halls (i.e. B1, B2, GF1, GF4, GF6, FF2,
FF4, FF6, on plans) possess arched entrances built in a style, normally considered as 13" century, and
unlike (most of?) the original arches of the Castle. The ceilings of these rooms are of Crag and have
presumably been replaced. Were these arches initially semicircular and changed in shape at the time
of ceiling repair? A purely geological point must also be made about the source of the Coralline Crag.
Suggestions that the Crag was obtained from a pit which is still visible to the south-west of the Castle
cannot be correct. That pit was not first documented until 1928, and it displays the relatively uncon-
solidated sandy, rather than hard, Crag material. The quarry source remains unknown but would cer-
tainly have been local.

In 1991, Dr Heslop described Orford Castle in ‘estate agent’ terms as a castle built for sophisticated
living. His description of ‘private chambers’ and ‘en suite facilities’ caught everybody’s imagination
and is in part reflected in the descriptions of the rooms in the current English Heritage guide. But de-
tailed examination of the building fabric suggests that when first built the Castle keep served military
rather than domestic requirements. Walls of later date appear to close off many corridors, suggesting
that on each floor the corridors may originally have provided access to most faces of the keep, only
the main stair-well preventing entry to all sides. In the towers, narrow defensive ‘arrow-slit” windows
are present. These contrast with the domestic-style double windows which provide extensive views
from each of the six hall chambers. Might these windows too, as they offer positions of cover for the
vulnerable tower corners, originally have been narrow and more easily defended?

Both Barnack and Caen Stones are used as ashlar within the Castle. In certain instances they show
evidence of somewhat later insertion. The Barnack seating in the lower hall of the ground floor, for
instance, is illustrative of this, for it cuts across an earlier, now infilled doorway to the garderobe.
Elsewhere, as in certain corridors, ashlar work may be seen to cross-cut earlier wall structures. Such
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workmanship suggests modification towards more improved surroundings and ‘sophisticated living’.
One aspect relating to the use of the ashlar stones is that those exploiting these two stones were aware
of the relative qualities of each. They recognised that the Barnack Stone was the more durable.
Barnack is used in preference to Caen for sink basins and low quoins and in areas which were more
susceptible to wear. Only previous long-term understanding of the two stones in joint use would de-
velop such awareness, and early Normans in Britain would not possess this experience.

I will draw attention to just two points connected to the exterior of the keep. Orford Castle is no ex-
ception when like many Norman and other medieval buildings it is suggested that the outside walls
were rendered. Real evidence for external rendering is extremely rare, although render can still be
seen on some inner curtain walls of castles, as at Kidwelly. Had Orford keep been rendered, the ren-
der would have had to have been replaced at 10 to 20 year intervals involving the erection of wooden
scaffolding to the height of the keep. Scaffold fixing points (put-log holes) in the walls are not appar-
ent. Further evidence for lack of a render, can be seen if one stands level with, and looks along a sep-
tarian nodule face. Although most of the nodules are severely weathered, some still stand well proud
of the surface of the ashlar quoins. It is unlikely that the wall surface would have been rendered if it
left numerous septaria projecting from the render.

I wonder too if the ashlar stone built to house the garderobe outfalls is original, note, for instance that
the lower external string course does not fall in line with the rest of the string course. Were the
garderobes added or improved as part of later sophistication?

In this short article it is impossible to provide all the elaborate reasons or detail which permit some of
the suggested observations. To me, as first built by Henry II, the building afforded a protective mili-
tary fortification rather than a grand residence. I invite readers to look for themselves. Orford keep
offers a challenge in interpretation.

John F. Potter
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Professor John Potter would welcome the observations and views of others; he may be written to at:
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SAILOR, VERGER AND FRIEND
GUS HACON (1867 - 1956)

Augustus Charles Hacon (always known as Gus) was my grandfather and was the man in our family
when I was growing up as my father worked away. Gus first came to Orford in September 1877 when
he was ten years old. He came by boat with his family from Sheerness as his father was to take over
as Chief Coastguard. The timing of the move cannot have been convenient as my great-grandmother
was heavily pregnant. They landed at Shingle Street and spent the night at the old Lifeboat Inn there
(the inn was bombed in World War II). The next day the family proceeded up the river. Gus with all
the family belongings was rowed in a four-oared Coastguard galley which towed another boat con-
taining the furniture. He used to tell the story that on the way up the river another boat (with an en-
gine) suddenly sped ahead of the party. By the time Gus and the household effects arrived at Orford
Quay he was told that he had a little brother! Young Bert Hacon had made a dramatic entrance to the
world.

The family lived in the recently-built Chief Coastguard’s house (No 1 Coastguard Cottages) until my
great grandfather Charles Hacon retired, when they moved to 53 Church Street, rented from the Sud-
bourne Estate.

Gus left Orford in 1887 and was
away for about 35 years. He first
joined the Metropolitan Police in
London but was invalided out after a
'bout of rheumatic fever which, sup-
. . : e - e : ad posedly, left him unfit with a weak
. * KR L E rR EE K R .M 4 ) - heart, a condition belied by the fact

“ EELE R REEPR B b GE | o that he lived to the age of 89. Then

: e i nune he met and married his beloved wife
Sarah and they had three children,
one son Ernest, and two daughters,
Edna, and Eva, who was my mother.
They were brought up in Trumping-
ton, just outside Cambridge, where
Gus ran the Red Lion public house.
The children went to school in Cam-
bridge and the family regularly at-
tended the village church. After a
fire at the pub, from which they had
to escape down the roof, they moved
to Eastbourne where Gus ran the
Constitutional Club for some years. The children left school. Ernest joined the army as a boy soldier
and Edna and Eva worked at Boots in the town.

The Coastguard Houses in 1901. (Orford Museum collection)

In the 1920s, both his father and his wife having died, Gus moved back to Orford to be with his
mother, and, when the Sudbourne Estate was broken up he bought the house in Church Street. He
worked for a while on the estate and bought a boat, which he named after his wife ‘Lady Sarah’ and
before long got together with friends to race against each other on the river on Saturday afternoons.
This was the beginning of the Orford Dabchick Sailing Club (formally founded on 4 June 1924), re-
named the Orford Sailing Club in 1973.

Gus was an active member of the village, serving on the parish council, the parochial church council,
and as verger in Orford Church, a post which he held for many years. I have vivid memories of him
bringing the large brass jug, which in those days was kept on the font, home to fill with warm water
before a baptism.
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The font and brass jug in St Bartholomew’s The verger off duty:
church (Orford Museum collection) Gus enjoying a pint at the Jolly Sailor

Also I can still see him putting out the candles at the end of the service, walking across in front of
both altars bowing slightly in reverence as he passed. I remember that he had a bowler hat which he
wore to funerals. At that time they used to chime the two bells that were in the tower, before the ser-
vices on Sundays. He played bowls on the Kings Head bowling green, and regularly frequented the
Jolly Sailor at lunch times for a pint of ‘Brown and Mild’ and a chat with his friends.

Gus Hacon (on right) with his friends George Brinkley (on left, the Harbour Master)
and Tom Culham (middle, who had a farm in Quay Street)

In the Spring it would be after working on ‘Lady Sarah’ getting her ready for the Summer, then, later,
after sailing for a couple of hours in the morning. During the Summer he sailed most mornings, per-
haps around Havergate Island, or, depending on the tide, up into Long Reach towards Aldeburgh. As
I grew up he taught me to sail, and in the Summer holidays I spent many happy hours helping him
with the preparation of the boat and sailing with him on expeditions.

The afternoons he spent either going for another sail or working in the garden growing all his own
vegetables. During the summer Mother and I would often go sailing with him, taking a picnic and
spending the day down on the Ness, and sometimes we would take the opportunity to careen ‘Lady
Sarah’ and scrape the barnacles off. We would usually bring back planks of wood which had been
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washed up on the beach for the Winter fires. The boatmen who used the beach in those days had an
unwritten rule, you could pile up wood on the beach, leave it for the next trip, and no one else would
touch it. Everyone knew where his own wood pile was.

My grandfather loved Orford and was well known in the village, he had many friends, he was a fa-
ther, a grandfather, a sailor, a gardener, and an active member of village life at that time.

Rosemary Unwin

Gus in Lady Sarah on a wet day Gus with Rosemary on the river

Editor’s note: Gus and Rosemary in ‘Lady Sarah’ were winners of the Sailing Club’s Harry Edward
cup, Gus in 1934 and 1948, Rosemary in 1957. The cup had been presented to the Club in 1925 by
Harry Hornsby [information from the History of Orford Sailing Club by R Maunder, 1997]. For more
about Mr Hornsby see the article ‘Ettie Partridge - an appreciation’ on pl8, below.
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THE ‘OLD POOR LAW’ IN ORFORD

By the end of the 16™ century, a growing population, a series of bad harvests and low wages contrib-
uted to a dramatic increase in poverty. Vagrancy, crime and illegitimacy rates increased. Since the
Reformation many of the charitable institutions run by the Catholic church had disappeared. The gov-
ernment of queen Elizabeth I was forced to devise a new system of poor relief based on the compul-
sory payment of rates by all who could afford it and the election of special officers called overseers of
the poor in every parish.The churchwardens were responsible for the collection of the rate. The dis-
bursement of the money collected was the job of the overseers.

The Poor Law Act of 1601 was to shape the administration of relief to the poor for the next two cen-
turies until the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, at which time the ‘Elizabethan’ system became
known as the Old Poor Law.

The Old Poor Law divided the poor into three categories: the impotent poor (the elderly, disabled or
sick), the able-bodied poor (the unemployed or those whose wages were so low that they were unable
to support their families), and the undeserving poor who were unwilling to work. The parish of Or-
ford was small enough to have just one overseer of the poor appointed each year and it was his job to
decide what type of poor he had within the parish and to treat them appropriately. This meant reliev-
ing the impotent (by way of ‘out-relief” - money, clothing, fuel or medical assistance), setting the
able-bodied to work (by providing a stock of raw materials) and apprenticing poor children.

The accounts of the overseers and the churchwardens give a picture of how the relief of the poor was
actually administered .The records kept by the overseer of all the disbursements that were made were
checked and verified at the end of each year at a vestry meeting of the whole parish. In a borough
such as Orford which had acquired its charter in 1579 before the enactment of the 1601 Act, the cor-
poration had some measures for poor relief already in hand, notably property given by public-spirited
citizens which was either to be used for the accommodation of poor people or to be rented out and the
proceeds used for the poor. The town Chamberlain’s (treasurer’s) accounts give information about
these funds. A third source of poor relief was that administered by the trustees of various parochial
charities of which, during the period examined in this article, Orford had a number, from Sir Michael
Stanhope’s Charity of £10 a year to be distributed to the poor set up in 1618, to Brett’s Benevolence
of £500, the interest on which was to be paid to poor widows, set up in1833. Under the Old Poor Law
system charities and legacies given to the poor worked in everyone’s favour because they would have
reduced the amount which needed to be raised from the poor rates.

Private benevolence: engraving of
Samuel Randall giving alms to a poor family, 1823.
Orford castle is shown in the background.
Samuel Randall was 7 ft tall.
He was Mayor of Orford in 1836, 1841, 1847,
1852 and 1858 and a special mayor’s robe was
made for him (Orford Museum collection)
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Orford’s records are sparse for the 17th century. Some rate books dating back to 1644 record the
names of those occupiers of property who paid the poor rates but they do not record at what rate in
the pound it was levied. The earliest record found of the rate levied is that of 1661 when it was made
at a penny in the pound. This meant that for every pound of rentable value of the property in ques-
tion, one penny was payable to the poor rate fund. The churchwardens also set and collected a church
rate which, together with tithe payments, paid for the Church’s expenses.

In 1662 the Poor Law was modified by the Law of Settlement, a system which generated a lot of pa-
perwork for the overseers (there are over 250 settlement- related records for Orford at the Suffolk Re-
cord Office) and which weighed heavily on the poor themselves. Each pauper had a place of legal
‘settlement’ and it was only this place that was responsible for supplying poor relief to him or her.
There were four ways of gaining the settlement of a parish — by birth, by renting a property worth £10
per annum, by being hired for a full year’s work or by becoming fully apprenticed. This meant that
temporary workers, at harvest-time for example, would have to have a settlement certificate from
their home parish so the overseers could have them ‘removed’ back there if poor relief became neces-
sary. This intensely ‘local’ system greatly hindered the mobility of the population and could generate
hostility towards strangers.

For Orford, fortnightly accounts have survived for 1666 but they were not very detailed, only listing
those to whom regular payments were made (usually to the same seven people). The total fortnightly
payments only added up to a pound or so each time. In 1670 the total for the year’s disbursements
from Easter of that year to Easter 1671 was £43-3s-10d. The poor rate was set for the year in 1671 at
two pence in the pound.
The Hearth Tax returns of 1674 are helpful in giving an indication of how many tax and rate-payers
there were in a particular place. The return for Orford records 37 householders paying tax on their
property plus another five persons listed under ‘empty’ property. These returns are particularly inter-
esting when studying the Poor Law because those who are too poor to pay the tax are also recorded.
In Orford those ‘Poore that receive collection’ numbered 20, making them a third of the population.
Many places on the coast were impoverished by the decline of herring fishing and boat building at
this time and Orford was obviously not an exception to this. The five empty properties also indicate
that the town was not thriving. The largest houses were two with seven hearths in each but there were
21 households with three or fewer hearths - such houses were deemed to be ‘uncomfortable’. Three of
the households with four hearths in each have been bracketed and two householders are named with
two hearths each. This would indicate that the houses had been subdivided into tenements. This was
another sign of poverty in 17th century Suffolk.
It would seem then that Orford was a fairly impoverished small town at the end of the 17th century
with a community of not more than 60 inhabited houses. On the detailed plan of the town made by
John Norden in 1601 it is possible to count nearly 100 houses, so the ensuing decades must have seen
a dramatic decline in the town’s prosperity. Daniel Defoe wrote of Orford in 1702, while on his tour
of Great Britain, that it was ‘once a good towne, now decayed.’
The poor rate remained fairly static at around the 2d in the pound of 1671, rising by a penny or so at
times. Between April 1708 and April 1709 the accounts record £47-9s-09d as having been raised
which is not that much more than in 1671 (above).
When it came to providing stocks of raw materials for the able-bodied poor to be set to work, in 1706
an account from the vestry minutes reads:

‘An Account of what flags the poor of Orford has had this year as followeth — The Widdow

Singlor 2 Loads 00-07-2'
The same was provided for Will. Flatman, Thos. Danson, Henry Adams, Widdo Smith and Widdo
Stonly.
Flags were reeds or rushes. These would have been readily available from the marshy areas surround-
ing Orford so it stands to reason that the poor would have been required to weave mats or perhaps
baskets from these stocks. There are other entries recording deliveries of ‘flaggs’ amongst the over-
seer’s disbursements as well as loads of straw, often at the same time. However the overseer’s ac-
counts show clearly that the commonest form of poor relief to be provided was either by regular
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weekly pensions (usually to widows) and small cash doles, or else in kind — such things as ‘shooes,
yarn, stockings, britches, shifts, aprons, strings’ (1708). Other items included costs incurred when re-
moving people from or to other parishes; fuel (‘chaldrens of coal’); death and burial expenses (‘To
Rob Lagge for Carrying a way the Joyners wife: 0-5-6’) and medical aid.

It is frustratingly hard to assess from Poor Law records the actual amount of human suffering or the
true effectiveness of poor relief. It is therefore heartening to catch glimpses of compassion and care
from these accounts. For example £0-2-0 was paid out ‘for the making of oyntment for Ann Good-
hood Hand’ during the year 1710-1711. The overseer’s books offer some rewarding finds amongst
the endless lists of names and the amounts disbursed, but the vestry minutes are often more fruitful
and interesting. It was very surprising to find two decisions taken at vestry meetings early in the year
1746/7 to pay the expenses of two women to be taken to London at ten shillings and sixpence each;
one ‘to Hyde Park Hospital for her sore leg’ and the other to St Thomas’s Hospital. The overseer even
made provision of 20 shillings to be paid to the treasurer of St. Thomas’s to cover the burial costs in
the event of the woman’s death. It was to be returned to him at Orford if she came out alive.

Engraving of St George’s Hospital at Hyde Park Corner, London ¢1797

Turning to the Chamberlain’s accounts of 1713-1767, it can be seen that there are numerous pay-
ments, many of them to people who would not qualify for parish relief because they were not settled
in the town such as ‘a poore traviller’; ‘a poore woman’; ‘a poore seaman’; ‘a poor man that was
sicke’; ‘to a seafaring man’. This type of entry is common, usually paying one or two shillings to each
one. More unusual entries include:

To 10 men that lost their ship 0-10-0

Paid to two poor sufforors 0-2-0
Relieved 3 men by Order of the Justice 0-2-0
Relieved Several Poor Travilers 0-3-6

Relieved three Poor Saylers who lost their boat 0-3-3

By Order of Lord Hertford Paid Twenty Pounds for use of the poor of Parish of Orford.
Relieved Poor man who came out of a French Prison 0-0-6

Given to two Yarmouth men on the Mayor’s orders 0-1-0
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A Town Book throws additional light on the approach taken to dispensing poor relief:

‘April 12 1730

This day the inhabitants of this parish met and examined the Doctors Bill which

amount to 27-16-5 and likewise agreed to have a sixpenny rate made to pay off the said bill.’
The same book also indicates that by this stage in the 18th century the annual poor rate was up to 6d
in the pound and it appears to have remained in that region from 1721 for some years. It dropped
back down to 3d by 1745. The 1740s saw years of unusual cold and hunger which might have led to
such wide variations in the levy.
In 1723 Knatchbull’s General Workhouse Act empowered parishes to open a workhouse. This would
provide ‘indoor’ rather than ‘outdoor’ relief for the poor and was an attempt to keep costs down. It
was designed to deter the idle who may have been collecting outdoor relief in preference to doing an
honest day’s work and it offered the prospect of shelter to the truly indigent. Anyone who refused to
enter the workhouse when ordered to do so was refused relief.
It is a challenge to find out when Orford first opened a workhouse. The map of Castle Green Farm,
1827 clearly shows a workhouse and workhouse yard (on the site of what is now Castle Terrace, land
originally bequeathed to the town by James Coe, Orford’s first mayor, in 1591 with a request that
almshouses should be built).
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Enlarged detail of a map of Castle Green Farm, Orford, 1827 (Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich)
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A map of Orford by Crowe & Marsh made in 1770 confirms that the occupants of this same site were
the ‘Poor of Orford’. At a vestry meeting on 4 September 1770, Henry Grayston was appointed to
‘govern the poor in the New house erected for that purpose’. Lots of workhouse activity and pay-
ments are recorded also. However the records contained a number of references to ‘the workhouse’
long before this date.

It was the Chamberlain’s accounts that proved fruitful. Recorded in the accounts of Sam Cragg,
Chamberlain in the year 1731, is: ‘Repayoring a town house In order for a Bridewell and Workhouse
for amount as followeth...’

A bridewell was a form of prison where the undeserving poor (the vagrant and idle) were set to work.
Further research is needed to discover whether this bridewell and workhouse was on the same site as
the ‘new house’ of 1770.

It is not clear what the benefits would have been to the parish having made the decision to have a
workhouse. The annual poor rate did not appear to fall so it is hard to confirm that there were eco-
nomic benefits, although rates may have risen further without it. There are no workhouse records that
would throw light on this other than overseer’s disbursements paid out for occasional costs like deliv-
eries of straw or ‘2 Chaldrens of Coals to Workhouse’ or ‘a Pound of soap to Workhouse’.
We do not know what criteria were used to decide who went to live there. The following entry, from
vestry minutes in 1746, is interesting. It is not clear whether the choice was open to Widdow Osborne
for her to go into the workhouse or whether the officials would decide:

‘At a vestry meeting it was unanimously agreed that the Girl Taylor to have a coarse gown a

pair of leathern boddice

And likewise that Widdow Osborne to be allowed 6 pence a week and half a chaldren of coals

and the town to pay her house - : or to go to the Work House.’
Some parishes joined forces and opened a workhouse or ‘House of Industry’ that could be used by a
collective group called Incorporated Hundreds. Although much of East Suffolk used this system, Or-
ford was in the hundred of Plomesgate which did not become incorporated and parishes within it con-
tinued to run parochial workhouses.
As the 18th century wore on the population was growing and in Suffolk particularly the number of
children in the population was rising. The cost of living was rising also but wages were not, so the
population of paupers and the costs of relieving them grew accordingly.
In Orford the poor rate in the pound, from 1745 to 1768, fluctuated between 2 Y2 d and 9d suggesting
some crisis years (notably 1757 @ 7d and 1766 @ 9d). There is evidence that towards the latter part
of the century the overseers became harsher in an attempt to keep growing costs down. After 1763
there seem to be more frequent notes in the overseer’s books about removal and indenture:

‘Wid. Belows daughter to quit the town immediately
Bind out John Plumbly for 7 years’....
1773 Removal of all those residing unlawfully...

1781 Ratcliffs Family removed to the Workhouse’.
The growing social and economic problems of the country at the end of the 18th century coincided
with the Napoleonic wars and led to rising prices for food as supplies from abroad were disrupted. A
wage subsidy, based on the price of bread, paid out of the poor rate meant that by 1799 the poor rate
in Orford had leapt up to two shillings in the pound. It was still in that region in 1806 (1s 10d). The
Poor Law, as it existed at this time, was clearly under strain.
Economic pressures continued and unrest among the poor became frequent. Industrialisation and
mechanisation of the agrarian way of life was putting further pressure upon the rural poor as unem-
ployment rose and in Suffolk riots broke out across the county. There was a resurgence of the belief
that any kind of charity, over and beyond relief of dire necessity, tended to encourage idleness and
vice. This profound change of attitude shaped the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. Incorporated
Hundreds had proved to be much more economical and so the Union system was established univer-
sally. Orford belonged to the Plomesgate Union (created in the late 1830s) with a large workhouse
established in Wickham Market. Workhouses became as unpleasant as possible whilst minimising the
provision of outdoor relief.
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Thus the Old Poor Law was swept aside by the conditions and attitudes that shaped its provision over
two centuries before. Nearly two centuries later we are still grappling with similar problems of ever
increasing welfare budgets. The balance between benevolence and harsher attitudes within society
remains very difficult to reach.

Fiona Raison
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ETTIE PARTRIDGE - AN APPRECIATION

Ettie Partridge, who lived for many years in the house next to the Methodist Church in Broad Street,
died in December 2004. She was generous in sharing her memories and allowed the Museum to make
copies of many old photographs and postcards of Orford, some of which were used in the exhibition
‘Orford - a Century of Change?’ which was held in St Bartholomew’s Church in 2001 and 2002.
Ettie (born a Brinkley) moved at the age of five with her family from her birthplace at Hyde Park
Corner in Sudbourne to Millfield Cottages in Orford in April 1921. Her father was a coffin maker
and a carpenter on the Sudbourne Estate. He bought from Mr Joseph Watson, the owner of the Estate
at that time, a piece of land next to the (by then disused) windmill on the field opposite their cottage
on which he kept his horse and vehicle.

After attending Orford School, in 1930 Ettie began to work for Mr Harry Hornsby and his wife
Louise, a job she held for 33 years.

During the First World War Mr Hornsby had bought the properties in the Market Place which are
now Dolphin House and The Hollies. They were then a row of five cottages which Mr Hornsby
turned back into two houses in 1917 using off-duty soldiers stationed on Orford Ness to do the build-
ing work.

Ettie married Reg Partridge in Orford Church 1939 but during the Second World War while Reg was
away in the navy on minesweepers, Ettie moved back to The Hollies. In 1947 Ettie and Reg bought
The Cottage in Broad Street, Ettie’s home until she died.

Reg became the first RSPB Warden on Havergate Island, a job taken on by his son John in 1974 after
Reg Partridge’s early death.

As well as looking after her own family, Ettie cared for Mr Hornsby until he had to move to a nursing
home. He died in 1968 at the age of 92. The Hornsbys had no children so that is how the two albums
of photographs taken in 1900 and 1901 by George Manley, Mr Hornsby’s brother- in-law, came into
Ettie’s possession.

This very brief account of just a little of Ettie’s long life cannot do justice to her lively, interested per-
sonality that we all miss. She did not view the past through rose-tinted spectacles and engaged herself
busily in the present. She was a supporter of the Methodist Church and a member of the St Bartholo-
mew’s church choir for many years. Orford Museum is just one village organisation that is grateful to
her.

Jane Allen

Two photos from Ettie’s collection:
The Cottage, Broad Street, many years before it became Reg and Etties’ home.
A cottage, sadly now demolished, which stood on the corner of Gedgrave Road and Castle Hill
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CHILLESFORD LODGE : A NINETEENTH-CENTURY MODEL FARM

In May this year, by kind permission of Michael Watson, the Friends of Orford Museum visited Chil-
lesford Lodge. Our guide was the author of this article, Edward Martin, archaeological officer on the
conservation team of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service. We were greeted by George
Watson who had put out a display of interesting documents relating to the Sudbourne Estate and got
the old saw-mill engine working. We are very grateful to the Watsons and to Edward Martin for a
fascinating visit. Some of the photographs illustrating the article were taken that afternoon.

Please remember that Chillesford Lodge is private property.

To the agricultural writers of the nineteenth century ‘model farms’ were places that could inspire oth-
ers with their outstanding layouts that combined well-planned farming efficiency with good architec-
tural design. The first imaginary example of such a farmstead was published by Arthur Young, the
great agricultural reformer and writer, in his The Farmer’s Guide to Hiring and Stocking Farms of
1770. Although Young was a Suffolk farmer, with a small estate at Bradfield Combust near Bury St
Edmunds, model farms are a rarity in this county. They are much more frequent in Norfolk where
they are associated with large estates, such as Holkham. Much of Suffolk, by contrast, had a strong
tradition of small family farms and large estates were only to be found in a few areas. One such area
was the Breckland of north-west Suffolk and it is there that most of the recognised examples of Suf-
folk model farms are concentrated — such as on the Duke of Norfolk’s estate at Fornham and Lord
Cadogan’s establishment at Culford.

The Sandlings of south-east Suffolk, although also containing some large estates, has not previously
figured very prominently in lists of Suffolk model farms. It was therefore with some surprise that I
first laid eyes on the buildings of Chillesford Lodge in 2004. I had been asked to visit the farm to pre-
pare a brief piece on the area’s landscape history for a farm walk for those involved with the Suffolk
River Valleys Environmentally Sensitive Area. I was unsure how much material I would have to
work with, but when I saw the buildings I could see an obvious subject.

A rapid bit of research revealed that Chillesford Lodge was formerly a part of the Sudbourne Hall es-
tate, giving an expected estate context for the buildings. This estate was formed in the 1590s by Sir
Michael Stanhope. Stanhope came from a family of prominent courtiers and was one of the younger
sons of Sir Michael Stanhope of Shelford in Nottinghamshire who suffered execution in 1552 through
his close involvement with the politics of his brother-in-law, the Duke of Somerset. Despite this dis-
aster, Sir Michael’s sons followed in the family traditionand the younger Sir Michael became a

Detail of the effigy of Sir Michael Stanhope
on his tomb in Sudbourne church (photo Jane Allen)
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Groom of the Chamber and a Privy Councillor to Queen Elizabeth and King James. It was from
Queen Elizabeth that Stanhope acquired the manor of Sudbourne. The manor had been held in the
Middle Ages by the Priory of Ely, but had passed to the Crown at the Dissolution.

Stanhope acquired numerous other manors and properties stretching from Bromeswell to Orford and
in 1600-1 he commissioned John Norden, the most important map-maker of his day, to make detailed
maps of his estate. These survive in two splendid volumes (one of which belongs to the New Orford
Town Trust) in the Suffolk Record Office at Ipswich. They give a marvellously detailed picture of the
landscape of this part of late Elizabethan Suffolk. Sir Michael’s house at Sudbourne is marked on
these maps as Chapmans or Sudburn howse, suggesting that Sir Michael established his new mansion
on land that had formerly been an ordinary farmstead.

Sir Michael died in 1621 and is buried in Sudbourne church, where his finely modelled effigy can still
be seen. His estate passed to his daughter Jane and then to her daughter Elizabeth, who married, in
1642, Leicester Devereux, 6™ Viscount Hereford. The Herefords retained the estate until 1753, when
it was sold to Francis Seymour-Conway, 1* Marquess of Hertford. The Hertfords were very rich but
were less than favourably regarded by their contemporaries for their avarice and dissolute lives. The
family were themselves shocked, however, when, on the death of the 4t Marquess in 1870, they dis-
covered that he had left the bulk of his great fortune to his secretary, Richard Wallace. Wallace’s ori-
gins are not entirely clear, but it is now generally accepted that he was in fact the illegitimate son of
the Marquess.

Wallace was brought up in Paris by his grandmother, the estranged wife, then (after 1842) the widow,
of the 3™ Marquess and it was there that they were joined by the 4™ Marquess in 1835. (His title until
the death of his father was Lord Yarmouth). While living in Paris the Marquess amassed a huge art
collection, using Wallace as his agent. Wallace inherited this collection and transferred most of it to
London, where it was ultimately bequeathed to the nation by his widow as The Wallace Collection. It
can still be seen in his former residence, Hertford House. The Marquess’s death coincided with the
start of the German siege of Paris and Wallace remained there during the siege, winning fame and
honour for his great philanthropy in helping the people of Paris in this terrible time. In recognition of
his endeavours he was created a baronet by Queen Victoria in 1871. The outbreak of the revolution-
ary Paris Commune at the end of this period, however, upset Wallace and he returned to live in Eng-
land.

The Sudbourne estate did not form part of Wallace’s inheritance, being inherited instead by the new
Marquess. This was General Francis Seymour, a much disliked cousin of the previous Marquess.
However he found he had insufficient funds to support the estate and in 1871 Sudbourne was sold to
Wallace for £200,000. Wallace immediately started to take an interest in his new property, which ap-
parently became a favourite residence of his. This was a marked contrast to most of his immediate
predecessors. In 1855 it was recorded that the Marquess of Hertford ‘very seldom visits Sudbourne
Hall’. The main interest that most of the owners had in the estate was in its hunting potential. In 1661
the then earl of Hereford requested a warrant for the preservation of game within a circuit of 20 miles
of Sudbourne Hall. By 1736 the Hall was surrounded by a large park that included a duck decoy be-
side the Butley River. In 1855 Sudbourne Hall was described ‘as a sporting residence, the park and
neighbourhood abounding in game’.

Immediately after his purchase, Sir Richard Wallace began work to renovate and enlarge Sudbourne
Hall, employing Frederick Barnes (1818-1898) as his architect. Barnes had trained with Sidney
Smirke in London before moving to Ipswich in 1843. Amongst his earliest and best-known works are
the railway stations built between 1846 and 1849 at Needham Market, Stowmarket and Thurston.
These displayed a fondness for red brick employed in a Jacobean style. In addition to his work at
Sudbourne Hall, Barnes is recorded as designing stables, a coach house, park lodges, a bailiff’s house,
a dairy as well as several other houses on the estate. Some of these works were said to have been car-
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ried out under the ‘direct supervision of the owner and his surveyor Mr Ambler’. In 1879 Kelly’s Di-
rectory stated that ‘Sudbourne Hall, a plain mansion, standing in an extensive park, is used as a shoot-
ing residence by Sir Richard Wallace ... it has been very much improved and arranged at great cost,
within the last five years’. Barnes also restored Sudbourne church, using a Mr R.S. Smith of Ipswich
as the main contractor.

A place called Chillesford Lodge is indicated on Joseph Hodskinson’s map of Suffolk, published in
1783, but nothing appears to survive from that date. The whole site seems to have been redeveloped
by Wallace and Barnes. The main house, built in 1875, is clearly in Barnes’s red brick Jacobean style
with ornamental ‘Dutch’ gables, much like his station buildings. In 1879 it was occupied by John Tin-
ning, Sir Richard’s land
agent and it continued as
the agent’s residence
down to the early 20"
century. Originally the
house faced eastward,
away from the farmyard,
with a separate access
drive that avoided the
farm buildings, but this
has disappeared and the
access is now from the
west. The original orien-
L tation reflected the fact
& that land agents were re-
garded as gentlemen, not
mere farmers, and there-
fore they needed to keep
- their working lives very

firmly in the social back-
The house at Chillesford Lodge (photo Patrick Cannell) gI'Ol.lIld.

Plaques bearing the Wallace crest and the date 1876 occur on several of the farm buildings, indicating
the main period of building (see the photograph on p ii). Certainly by the time of the Ordnance Sur-
vey 1*-edition map of 1881, the farm buildings were largely complete. As yet no direct parallel for
the layout at Chillesford Lodge has been found, but it has a generic similarity to many of the model
farms of the second half of the 19™-century. These tended to be designed for livestock and, as at Chil-
lesford, consisted of a pair of rectangular yards surrounded by numerous loose boxes and separated
by a central access passage. The southern yard is still largely complete and has at its centre a very at-
tractive red brick stable (for cart horses) with a thatched roof. The northern yard was covered in the
20" century and the central structure (smaller than the southern stable), shown on the early maps, has
been lost. The red brick ranges surrounding the yards are very well built, with decorative and inven-
tive detailing. The roofs are tiled and varied in their pitches for decorative effect.

To the west of the main paired yards are another pair of yards, which now, and probably then, contain
pigsties. A long barn closes the west side of these yards. At the southern end of the barn range there is
a saw mill, with an early-20™-century engine still in place. To the north of this group of buildings is a
L-shaped building with a walled yard on its east side, facing the main house. This contained a stable
for the riding horses and a place for a pony and trap. The existing farm office is also here. To the rear
is a six-bay brick and timber cart lodge with a granary over it. To the south of the paired yards there is
a five-sided cattle yard which gained additional shelter sheds between 1881 and 1904. A separate
shed with a pair of attached yards also appeared in this period to the west of the main group of build-
ings, but this has now disappeared.
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Chillesford Lodge as depicted on the Ordnance Survey 2™ edition map of 1904.
I am grateful to the Watson family for the information about the use of the various buildings.

To the north, flanking the east side of the access road, is another set of buildings associated with an
ornamental dairy in a Tudoresque style. A two-storey porch, open below and half-timbered above,
leads to an entrance hall with a tiled dairy cool room on one side and a room with a fireplace on the

other. The cool room has an apsidal end and is lit by stained glass windows, giving it something of
the feel of a chapel. Most recently it has been used as a game larder. The roof is decoratively tiled and
the chimneys are Tudor in style.

Porch to the dairy (photo Patrick Cannell)
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Despite his great investment in the estate, Wallace only kept it for about a dozen years, selling it be-
tween 1883 and 1885, some years before his death in 1890. The new owner was Arthur Heywood,
who sold it in 1898 to Arthur Herbert Edward Wood, a young man whose family had made their for-
tune from the potteries in Burslem, Staffordshire. He only kept the estate for a short time, being re-
placed by 1904 by Kenneth Mackenzie Clark. Clark’s wealth derived from the textile firm of Clark of
Paisley, Scotland. Lord (Kenneth) Clark of ‘Civilisation’ fame was his only child. In 1921 the estate
was sold to Joseph Watson, who was created Lord Manton in 1922, but he died in the same year. The
Chillesford part of the estate was then separated from Sudbourne. Chillesford Lodge still belongs to
Lord Manton’s descendants.

In 1880 both Wallace and his agent. John Tinning, were listed as breeders of Jersey cattle — the only
ones listed for Suffolk. An obituary of Lord Manton in 1923 eulogised that ‘he manifested a real and
continuous interest in all matters pertaining to agriculture. He owned a large stud of Suffolk horses, a
fine herd of Red Poll cattle and a large collection of swine of the best type; and was a frequent winner
at the Royal and County Shows. Sudbourne and the district around benefited specially by the acquisi-
tion of an estate which, during the last half-century, has been very definitely in the front line as the
home of county breeds of horses and cattle, and the owners of which were found setting an example
in progressive farming.” The Red Poll cattle were replaced in the mid 20th-century by polo ponies
and Chillesford Lodge is now home to a single-suckler herd of about 80 cows serviced by either Red
Poll or Belgian Blue bulls. There are also some Large Black pigs there, an apposite reminder of the
Sudbourne Hall herd of Large Blacks that had great success in the show rings of 1905, when it won
37 honours at the Royal, Smithfield, Suffolk and five other shows.

Chillesford Lodge can now be seen as a fascinating example of a late-nineteenth-century model farm,
with a rich and interesting history. So far the buildings have survived remarkably intact and I hope
that a recognition of their merit will help them to go on surviving.

Edward Martin

Acknowledgment: 1 am very grateful to the Watson family for access to the buildings at Chillesford
Lodge and for information about their past use.

Sources:

C. Brown, B. Haward and R. Kindred, Dictionary of Architects of Suffolk Buildings 1800-1914, Ipswich 1991.

G.E. Cokayne, The Complete Peerage, ed. V. Gibbs et al., 12 vols., London 1910-59.

W. Copinger, Manors of Suffolk, vol. 5, Manchester 1909.

Danish Jersey Cattle Society: www.jersey.syd-fyn.dk/audleyend.htm

Lisburn Historical Society: www.lisburn.com/books/historical_society/volume3/volume3_2.html

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography: www.oxforddnb.com

Suffolk County Handbook 1923 (obituary of Lord Manton)

P.J.O. Trist, A Survey of the Agriculture of Suffolk, Roy. Agricultural Soc. England, County Agricultural Surveys no. 7,
London 1971.

S. Wade Martins, The English Model Farm. Building the Agricultural Ideal, 1700-1914, Windgather Press, Macclesfield
2002.
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MEET MY ORFORD ANCESTORS - AND OTHERS!

Although we can trace our Orford ancestry back for about three centuries, let’s start a century later;
perhaps not surprisingly, there’s little ‘flesh on the bones’ prior to that.

The seafaring Wades

In the early 19" century the Wade family of Orford were mainly seafarers' and George (1810-1891)
captained Sophia, a 67 ton topsail schooner trading out of Orford in company with six or so other ves-
sels 2. Another of these was The Coaster>, captained by Jon Simpson, on which my great-great-
grandfather William Wade (1806-1878) was mate. The Coaster was a brig, later brigantine, built at
Southwold in 1833 and still trading to the north until 1867. There were of course also smacks (up to
about 40 tons) at that time too, these doubled as lifeboats, there being none as we know them.One of
the smaller of those registered, the little Tryall 4 stated her main occupation as ‘assisting vessels in
distress’ and her secondary occupation as ‘oyster dredging’. During the worst possible weather the
smacksmen would give up fishing to roam the treacherous shoal-waters looking for ‘business’. Fish-
ing has always been a dangerous calling, but ‘salvage’ a much more hazardous occupation (though
potentially far more profitable!) And many Orford men have the sea as their only grave. The story of
the ‘saltwagers’ or ‘scropers’ (a less than complimentary description was ‘Orford sharks & Alde-
burgh pick-a-bones’) is fascinating and little has been written about them. They must certainly have
been very hard and hardy men.

William Wade married Hannah Nichols of Kettleburgh. William and Hannah’s daughter Ellen Eliza-
beth married my great-grandfather, Bill Borrett.

John Borrett, who ventured ‘down under’

The Borretts (in several spellings) were strictly terrestrial. Family legend claims strong gypsy links; a
tradition of blacksmithing and itchy feet seems to support this. Joseph though was an ale-house
keeper and it was his son John ° who decided to try his luck far afield. Having decided that Australia
would be the destination most likely to welcome his shepherding skills, in 1840 at the age of 18 he set
off alone for Liverpool and took a ship to Adelaide in that great ‘new’ country.

In 1841 he wrote to his parents a rather poignant letter, the original in good copperplate, but now dif-
ficult to read. I have transcribed it with the original grammar and spelling:

‘Mr Joseph Borrett
Orford in Suffolk
Near Woodbridge
England Sept 16 1841
Long Pond Station
Port Lincoln
My dear Parents

This with kind love to you all wishing to find you in good health as I am at present. It’s now
long time since I heard from any of you, I begin to think you are all underground. I am still at
my old place there is no excuse for you not writing to me, you are not like some friends you
cannot say you co not know where to write. There has been two or three vessels from England
to Adelaide of late. We are all very comfortable and our winter is most gone. We have a field
of wheat and I think it look as well as ever I see any at home and our sheep are doing very
well. Sheep shearing begin next month we have had very good luck with our lambs we still
have very heavy rains.

My master want to have me promise him to stop the next year, but I have not promised yet.I
think I have said all, give my love to Mr & Mrs Lewcock ® and tell Harry that he must look
before he leap and mind the smooth faces do not hook him for they are devils to bait. Give my
love to uncles & aunts & cousins and all enquiring friends. I wish you all well think on my old
Tom I hope to see him and you all again before long, it may be 3 or 4 years, it may not be so
much and it may be more. The 20" of next month I shall be twenty I suppose you are all
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aware of and I hope you will not forget it as long as I am absent I mean to have a jolification
on that if please God for the second time in this country and I hope it will not be the last

so adieu dear parents

your affectionate son J Borrett’

In an age when illiteracy was common, if not the norm, young John and the Borretts generally seem
to have been well educated - there must have been money in beer!

John’s letter was marked ‘Paid Post Office 6d’ and arrived in England on 23 April 1842. He never
returned to see his old dog and did not long heed his own advice to brother Harry to ‘mind the smooth
faces’ (most men were heavily bearded at that time) for within a year he got married to Agnes Don-
nen and they settled down to farm and raise a family on their land near Langhorne Creek, at
‘Thebarton’ house, which was probably named for Theberton, Suffolk. Unfortunately family corre-
spondence ceased when he died on 21 August 1906.

Blacksmith Bill

When another of Joe Borrett’s sons, my great-grandfather William Joseph (Bill), was apprenticed
blacksmith in 1853, father Joe signed his papers, but Bill’s mentor David Pettitt had to ‘make his
mark’. Bill’s indentures have a £1 silver-mounted stamp, a very impressive document, especially
when considered that he was to be paid one shilling (five new pence) a week in his first year, rising
by one shilling per week after each completed year of his four-year term.

(Inflation has always been with us. My father Leslie Charles Anderson was 15 when he was appren-
ticed to The Orford Electric Light & Power Co ’ in 1918 and received four shillings a week. When I
commenced my five-year stint with The British Thomson-Houston Co Ltd ® at the age of 16 I was
guaranteed 4.93 old pence per hour. My first week’s pay was 19/1%3, or if you like, rather under £1 °.
My indentures came into effect on 20 October 1942, just two days before that black day for Orford
when a lone Dornier on a hit-and-run raid came in from the sea at about 200 feet over Havergate Is-
land and dropped slightly-delayed-action bombs across Orford, destroying Chapmans haberdashers
and grocery shop and a cottage in Market Square and several houses in Nightingale Piece. Thirteen
people lost their lives).

I have an ‘order’ placed with ‘Blacksmith Bill” Borrett from the Sudbourne Estate in the time of Sir
Richard Wallace (who owned the Estate from c1871 to 1884) for iron-work in respect of a ‘waggon’ -
but unfortunately no invoice. Bill Borrett married Ellen Wade and they had three daughters, Agnes
(Aggy, my grandmother), Ellen (Nellie) and Daisy. All looked ‘Romany’, with very dark hair and
eyes (my father had these, and a Roman nose too!) and were handsome rather than pretty. There were
three sons - Willie George, John who was again the wanderer and went off to the USA to make his
fortune (it was a very small one!) and Harry who kept up the blacksmithing tradition and still had a
forge behind his tobacconist’s shop when he moved to Woolwich close by the arsenal in his later
years.

Lou Anderson - tailor of Broad Street

The Andersons were Scots, and like so many of their countrymen, moved down to England in the 19™
century in search of a better life. East Anglia is still largely farmed by families of Scottish extraction!
The family came from Portobello in Edinburgh and traded as Geary & Anderson close by Aldgate
Pump in London, afterwards working independently in Weymouth and then moving to Framlingham,
Market Hill, always tailoring.

My grandfather Louis Sydney had been born in Weymouth in 1874 and about 1900 decided to set up
elsewhere on his own. How he came to meet Aggy Borrett I never asked, but I suppose it was when
he was prospecting for his business. In order to court her he was said to have walked from Framling-
ham to Orford and back on Sundays, approximately a ‘marathon’, which proves he was fit as well as
keen! Aggy was a pretty fair hand with a needle so they had the basis for a useful partnership and in
1901 they married, which must have been much less wearing for Lou!

They rented 71 Broad Street from the Sudbourne Hall Estate. Whether the very large windows al-
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ready existed is not clear but the 1881 census places an ancient sailmaker thereabouts and the prem-
ises may well have been the small-sail loft for the estate originally. In the western end of the block
(now The Old Friary) lived the village coffin-maker who worked in a shed at the end of his garden
and housed his pony in another. Lou’s choice of Orford was shrewd - there was no competition close
by and the Sudbourne Hall Estate (covering 11,100 acres) was in full swing; apart from ‘ordinary’
suits and working clothes there were 14 gamekeepers needing specialist clothing and various flunkeys
too.

Lou clothed rich and poor, labourers, farmers, coastguards, yachtsmen, gentlemen et al and I recall
Tom Culham, smallholder of Quay Street (see the photograph in Bulletin Issue 4, p10), ordering new
clothes as Lou sat cross-legged on his ‘deck’ in the workshop at the rear of ‘71' (he wore right
through two thicknesses of one inch pine boards in his working lifetime): ‘Do you make them trouser
legs narrer, bor, I can’t afford to pay for stuff that in’t useful’.

Lou’s drainpipes were famous, virtually rat-proof, and good for riding, too, in fact you could get
nearly all your equestrian needs within 100 yards or so - Alan Woolnough the saddler worked at the
Cross Corners (now 58 Church Street), Lou, and the then blacksmith Bob Barnard in Broad Street
(now Farriers), but no boots, Barnabas Wade the cordwainer'® was long gone.

Louis in gardening clothes. Our terriers trusted nobody!

My father Leslie Charles was the only live birth to Lou and Aggy. At that time (1903), Lou was doing
well and employed several men until World War I got going, as did his staff.

During the War there were many thousands of service personnel on Orford Ness and in the local
area.'’ Lou had the melancholy task of cleaning and pressing and updating badges of rank etc on the
uniforms of those who had been killed (including H M Coastguards) before burial or return to their
relatives.

Many big estates were having problems by the end of hostilities and the Clark '* family (Alan Clark
MP of some renown was the grandson of Kenneth Clark, then owner of the Sudbourne Hall Estate)
sold up, the auction being held on 31 May and 1 June 1918. The auction consisted of 158 ‘lots’ and
Lou and his brother-in-law Harry Borrett were able to buy the whole 71 and 72 Broad Street block for
£350, a lot of money at that time, but a pretty good investment. Lou was by then a one-man-band
again and so he remained.
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My parents, Les and Queenie
My mother’s maiden name was Lambert and she was born in Selsey, Sussex. She started work very
young - as a cashier in a store, in munitions, ‘in service’, and then she arrived in Orford as nursemaid
to the children of a Mrs Clarke (my godmother), a lovely lady who lived at Green Doors, Church
Street (now No 54), and with whom I corresponded until her death in Durban, South Africa when she
was in her 90s.
When Les and my mother Queenie Kathleen got married in 1925 they were both young, and, virtu-
ally, penniless, but by then the sail-loft was no longer required so they set up home there. That’s
where my younger brother Pete and I were both born, dragged into the world by Dr Horatio Baron
( he delivered several Nelsons locally!) who attended the family for many years. His first acts when
entering the house were to hand over his Homburg hat, cane and gloves (whenever possible he made
his rounds on foot) and demand hot water, our only source of which was the black kettle on the
blacker range downstairs.
Until the early 1930s the western end of the block was rented by Vernon Pryke, one half of Pryke &
Elliott who ran the village store, still on the same site in Pump Street. Vernon '* became post master
at Wickham Market so the family moved out and we moved into “The Old Friary’ as father named it
and he carved the oak lintel over the gate uprights, Wthh still exists.
20 L PR _ Our life and times there would make

; : another story - my parents thrived on
hard work and when father retired (he
was then manager and district engi-
~ neer for the Eastern Electricity Board,
Leiston and Aldeburgh area) we were
able to buy No 6 Coastguard Cottages
so that he could have something to do
in his spare time. It was largely burnt-
out and cost us £1350 by public ten-
der. Subsequently we were offered
No 5 at the same price - we should
N have bought it! In order not to waste
| time in getting to No 6 we knocked a
| hole in the Coastguard’s boundary
o wall in which father made an arch
with a gate which is still there.
Mother died in 1986, then father in
1990 and with them family connec-
~ tions as regards residing in Orford,
. but the clan (motto ‘Standsure’) con-
| tinues to prosper.
My brother Pete, a keen and competi-
tive sailor, did his National Service in
the Royal Navy. He and I have both
..;». finished our working lives long since,
* latterly as company representatives
\"" and trouble-shooters overseas, he liv-
- ing long-term in Africa and Asia, I
doing shorter stints in Scandinavia/
. Finland (much above the Arctic Cir-

cle) and Eastern Europe, the latter in

rather more difficult times than the

My mother (in foreground) serving tea to men of the 51% Highland Division
in the Red Triangle Club (YMCA) during World War II. Behind her are Beth Chambers
and Miss Bowman. The substantial hut used for the club still stands next to present,
Boston Bungalow in Quay Street. The photo is one of the series taken by the Ministry of
Information in 1940/41 for publication in the United States for propaganda purposes
(all photos from John Anderson’s collection)
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What of the present?

We started this story with the Wades, seafarers, and still maintain a maritime link as my niece’s hus-
band recently commanded HMS Sheffield and is now assigned as captain to HMS Cornwall .

One of my sons Huw (my wife is the daughter of a Welsh miner) carries on our engineering tradition
and is deeply involved in electronics.

We are of English, Scottish, Irish and Welsh lineage - it can safely be said that the old village boys
got around!

John Anderson

Notes

' George and William Wade mentioned in this paragraph had other brothers. One was a carpenter who lived at Manor
House in the Market Square.

? Numbers varied, but included The Plough; her master in 1851 was John Green (see Bulletin Issue 1, pp 4 & 5). The de-
tails of the Orford ships are to be found in the Aldeburgh Register of Shipping in the Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich ,
catalogue 1G 2/1/1 (1824- 1840) and IG 2/1/2 (1840-1845).

? 106 tons Often Collier, No 6214, owners Matthew Fuller in 1857 and George Rope in 1865.

4 25 ton smack, No 29370, owner John Powell of Orford, master and mate were the Norton brothers from Aldeburgh.

3 John married on 6 April 1843. He and his wife Agnes had 10 children, the last-born, in 1864, was William.

® There are a number of Lewcock graves in Orford churchyard, dating from the 18" century.

7 He serviced the big oil-fuelled motor-generator sets housed in the company’s premises in the grounds of Old Brewery
House in Quay Street. The generators were DC, and the substantial cables and junction boxes through which the current
was distributed to the houses in the village can still be seen on some properties.

® The three great companies, B T-H, Metropolitan Vickers and English Electric ‘consolidated” and via AEI & GEC even-
tually metamorphosed into Marconi. The rest, as they say, is history!

? It must have been a working week of some 46Y2 hours, which is probably about right as we worked on Saturday morn-
ings.

19 Barnabus Wade and his brother lived in one of a pair of cottages at the top of Bakers Lane on the site of the present
Town Hall (which was built in 1902).

' These included 300 Chinese labourers (who built the ‘Chinese wall’ on Orfordness, a flood defence designed to protect
the airfield). One of them left his ‘signature’ when doing a deal with Lou - we can only hope it is nothing rude!

"2 The Clark family fortune came from cotton thread manufacture in Paisley, the family motto ‘Sure & Steadfast’ will be
familiar to many needlewomen, and the ‘fouled-anchor’ trademark on the cotton reels came from the family crest. See
also p 6, above.

" His daughter Joan married Vern Taylor of Wickham Market - see his book, My Last Special Offer (published by Vernon
Taylor and Ann Taylor, 2000, available from Wickham Market Post Office).
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ORFORD MUSEUM : RECENT ACQUISITIONS

The opening of the museum in the Castle in April this year, with the consequent achievement of full
registration status, generated a welcome flow of new acquisitions. Some were received in time to be
incorporated in the new display and more followed as a result of the interest it aroused. All were ex-
cellent examples of Orford history and one or two were outstanding. We should like to thank every-
one who contributed.

It has not yet been possible to display all the items received, as space in the castle is limited. How-
ever, case 4, currently featuring the lighthouse, will be changed periodically to illustrate different
themes, which will enable us to display a much wider range of objects.

13 THRYMSA 14 SCEATTA 18 STATER

14 ORFORD WOOL SEAL MATRIX
(note what is probably a sheep’s head below the castle)

6 ALABASTER CARVING

Note: The items illustrated are not shown to scale

The following list is a selection of the items donated or deposited on long-term loan, in order of date
of acquisition, with donors or lenders indicated in brackets. It does not include items which the mu-
seum acquired in connection with mounting the display, which include a complete digital copy of the
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Norden Survey, both maps and text, and facsimiles of early documents such as the Orford Borough
Charter of 1579 and the 12" century account by the monk Ralph of Coggeshall of the ‘wild man’ of
Orford story.

1 Three pieces of stone window tracery from the former Friary, c13C (Tony & Sarah Etchells)

2 Coins (x17) dating from the third century AD to the late sixteenth century; buckles, rings and harness attachments;
quantity of weights including plumbs, possibly used in connection with the building of the castle; Henry II silver half and
quarter penny; Orford Borough official weights, c1820s (Alan Calver)

3 Flint scraper or knife; WW2 shrapnel found on Orford Ness (Michael Flint)

4 Five complete clay pipes, one found in the river, encrusted with barnacles, c17C-19C (Keith Simmonds)

5 A Bronze Age palstave, three Iron Age brooches and a large collection of Roman coins, brooches and other items, in-
cluding a rare ‘duck’-shaped brooch c43-450AD; Anglo-Saxon cruciform brooch, S5C-7C; medieval and later coins and
other items (Hugh Pilkington)

6 Alabaster carving, c1400 and a medieval carved pew end (The Rector and PCC)

7 Sudbourne Estate gamekeeper’s button from the time of Richard Wallace (c1872-1885); stirrup pump and Air Raid
Warden’s whistle used by Agnes (‘Nancy’) Roberts in WW2 (Richard and Wendy Roberts)

8 A booklet recording an excursion of the Suffolk Archaeological Society to Orford Castle on 13 July 1872

(Tom Bridges)

9 Cornelians and agates found on Orford Ness between 1947 and 1970 (Sally Harris)

10 Henry II silver ‘short-cross’ penny c1180-1189 (Ray Keer)

11 Two Victorian thimbles, including a child’s; a piece of Caen stone, probably from Orford Church, and similar to that
used in the castle (Tim Fargher)

12 Tanged and barbed Early Bronze Age arrow head (Julian Potter)

13 Merovingian gold Tremissis or Thrymsa (a tiny gold coin), early 7C (found at Sudbourne by Alan Calver) (Purchased
with a grant from the National Art Collections Fund)

14 Early 14" century Orford ‘wool customs’ seal matrix; another seal matrix of a member of the de Glanville family
(Bartholomew was the first constable of Orford Castle); Anglo-Saxon silver sceatta (penny) (Margaret Poulter)

15 Quantity of fossils collected from local crag pits (Tim Allen)

16 Trace fossils (12,000,000 years old) (David Harris)

17 Iron Age terret (or harness) ring (Purchased with a grant from the Scarfe Charitable Trust)

18 Coin (Stater) of Addedomarus, king of the Trinovantes, c10BC (found locally) (Clem Lister)

19 Milk bottle embossed with name of Cordle — Chantry Farm Dairy, possibly c1950s (Lyn Homan)

20 16C-17C French wine bottle; 16C-17C earthenware platter or milk dish, both recovered from the sea in Hollesley Bay
(Chris Martin)

21 Photographs of Town Marsh car park c1990 (Martin Smith)

22 Jet found on Orford Ness (Doreen Longhurst)

23 Tailor’s shop sign from Broad Street, Orford; Coastguard and Clark family livery buttons; notes and reminiscences re
Orford (John Anderson)

24 Three colour postcards of Orford c1905-1910 (Rosemary Unwin)

25 An unusual photograph of Sudbourne Hall, pre 1920 (Ray Green)

26 Mariner’s tickets 1844 & 1845; photograph of Zeppelin shot down at Theberton 1917 (Mr & Mrs Fairhead)

27 A notebook Sudbourne Estate Cottages/Farms 1910, covering Sudbourne, Orford, Iken, Chillesford and Gedgrave
1899-1914 (Glyn Evans)

Margaret Poulter
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CAPTAIN’S WOOD, SUDBOURNE

In 2005 the Suffolk Wildlife Trust acquired a new reserve in Sudbourne, Captain’s Wood. It was
opened to the public in May this year. The land is as rich in history as it is in wildlife, as Vic Harrup
has discovered.

Vic’s research concentrates on the 19" century and the evidence he has uncovered which may explain
a very puzzling feature of the wood. His article is ‘topped and tailed’ with an Introduction and
Footnote (printed in italic type) giving an outline of the earlier and later history of the wood from
information held by Orford Museum

Introduction

The parish of Sudbourne presents a tremendously varied landscape. The first picture that we have of
it is to be found in that wonderful resource for local historians, the survey made by the cartographer
John Norden in c1601 for Sir Michael Stanhope. Norden’s map of Sudbourne shows grazing marsh
near the river, sandy sheep walks, and at the heart of the parish a large Common flanked by two
ancient woods. Carved from these big features are small farms with arable fields and the gardens of
houses and cottages. Until the Common was enclosed in the early nineteenth century the settlement
was very scattered and it was hard to pinpoint a village nucleus. All Saints’ church and the Hall each
stood, virtually isolated, about a mile apart. If anywhere, the greatest concentration of settlement was
along Ferry Road. The road to Snape crossed the Common and a few cottages and fields were
‘nibbled’ from the edge of the Common. Once the Common was enclosed, ie parcelled up amongst
those who had rights to the common into plots, then the present Sudbourne village developed.

Map compiled from Plates 14 and 17 of the Norden survey, showing the Common and woods in 1601. The western wood, known now as Sudbourne
Great Wood, was called Scutgrave Wood and the smaller eastern wood, Captain’s Wood, on Plate 17 is marked ‘Late Colbies in the hands of the
Lord’ (meaning that its former occupant had been Mr Colbie but it was back in the possession of the lord of the manor) and on Plate 14 it is marked
‘Late Colbyes woode’. Usually Norden’s accuracy can be relied on, but here he shows Captain’s Wood as a bottle-shaped area lying directly north -
south. In fact, using the evidence of the Ordnance Survey maps, it should almost certainly have been orientated on a slant, north-east to south-west.
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Historically, the present Captain’s Wood comprised three distinct parts. The north-east portion was
ancient woodland, the south-western part was laid our geometrically, and there was a piece between
the two. The 1841 Tithe Apportionment map reveals that the centre portion was named Common
Furzy Pasture, and belonged to Lord Hertford (the owner of the Sudbourne estate), as did the ancient
wood. The ‘geometrical wood’ belonged to William Chaplin. Both this and the Furzy Pasture had
been part of Sudbourne Common, enclosed in 1807. In addition, the Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s
Captain’s Wood includes an area of the former Common called Black Walks.

Map prepared for the auction sale of the Sudbourne Estate in 1922 by Messrs Knight, Frank & Rutley (Orford Museum collection). The area of what

is now the SWT Captain’s Wood Reserve is outlined in red. Comparison with a modern Ordnance Survey map shows that there is now very little of

Sudbourne Great Wood left. Within the reserve the ‘geometrical wood’ is today an open field bisected by a belt of ornamental trees - sweet chestnut,
birches and rhododendrons. The eye-catching and curious ‘compartments’ and circular features, some planted with trees, have gone.

The Common consisted of 151 acres and 25 acres were awarded by the Commissioners appointed to
make the distribution, to Francis Smith in one block. This is the ‘geometrical wood’ plus land
between it and the road, at that time. The allocation was based on the ownership or occupancy of
‘messuages, cottages, orchards, gardens, homesteads, ancient enclosed lands and grounds’ totalling
1383 acres. The new owners were required to pay the Commissioners’ costs and Lord Hertford, with
nearly 100 acres was assessed at £733, and Francis Smith had to find £138. In addition the owners
had to ‘fence’ their land by March 1808. Ditches had to be not less than 4%z feet wide at the top, 3 feet
deep and one foot wide at the bottom. The bank must be laid with ‘spring’ and a good hedge or other
‘sufficient fence’ planted on top of each bank on the inward side. It was costs such as these that led
many small commoners, who had access to the common only through occupancy of their cottage, to
sell their plots and thus arose the saying that the ‘greater criminal’ is he who ‘steals the common from
the goose’ rather than the one who steals the goose from the common. Deep ditches, their banks
surmounted by coppiced trees can be seen today around and within the ‘geometrical wood’.
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