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INTRODUCTION

This issue of the Orford & District Local History Bulletin which, unusually, has a single
subject-matter, is published to coincide with Orford Museum’s exhibition about World War II held
in Orford Town Hall on 17, 18 and 19 October 2008.

The exhibition marks the culmination of a series of events around the theme ‘Sixty Years On’
prompted by the anniversary of the return of the villages of Sudbourne and Iken to their former
inhabitants after the two parishes were cleared by the War Department in July 1942 to make way
for the Orford Battle Training Area.

The Bulletin has more pages than a normal issue, thanks to a contribution from the grant obtained
by Orford Museum from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Partnership and The Big Lottery.

Regular readers will know that a number of articles about World War II have appeared in previous
issues of the Bulletin:

e ‘Memories of Orford Castle, 1943 by Robert Jones ( Issue 2, pp 8 -9),
e “Vandalism at Orford Castle, 1945’ ( Issue 2, pp 10— 11),

e ‘A Land Girl at Sudbourne Hall’ by Valerie Murrell ( Issue 9, pp 7-9)
and parts of:

e ‘Memories of Sudbourne Hall’ by Clement Cocker (Issue 1, pp 9 —10),

e ‘Meet my Orford Ancestors’ by John Anderson (Issue 5, p 9),

e ‘Danger — River Ore!’ by John Anderson (Issue 7, p 5),

e ‘The Broom’ by John Anderson (Issue 8, p 12) and

e ‘Polo at Chillesford’ by George Gardiner and John Anderson (Issue 10, p 7)

This issue will certainly not be the last word on the subject, as research for the exhibition has
already revealed many topics on which more information is needed, for example, the extent to
which the US army was involved in the activities in the Battle Area. We hope that some of the
articles will prompt others with war-time memories to write them down. Information about
submitting articles for publication is on the inside back cover.

Orford is possibly unique in that it was chosen by the Ministry of Information as the location for a
set of photographs called ‘Invasion Village’. These high-quality ‘staged’ pictures, taken in 1940 or
1941 were, apparently, used for propaganda purposes. The late Lady Bridges told us that her
father, Sir Henry Bunbury, went on a lecture tour to the United States using the photographs as
‘visual aids’ to encourage the Americans, who did not join in the war until they were attacked by
the Japanese at Pearl Harbour in December 1941, to support the British war effort. Rachel Bridges
donated her father’s set of the photos to Orford Museum and some of them have been used to
illustrate the articles in this edition of the Bulletin.

Many people have contributed to this issue, giving us pictures, letters, press cuttings, information,
or their memories. As the origins of some of the press cuttings and photos are unidentified, it has
not always been possible to contact the copyright holders to seek permission to reproduce them.
Every effort has been made, I apologise for any shortcomings in that respect and, if I am
contacted, I will willingly print acknowledgements in future issues of the Bulletin.

It is always invidious to name names, for fear of omissions, but I would like to thank those who
have made a particular contribution towards this Bulletin. First, Geoffrey Holmes, whose gift to
the museum of his scrap-book of contemporary press cuttings about the evacuation of Sudbourne
and Iken in 1942 and the long struggle to get the villages back at the end of the war, started this
initiative and prompted the preliminary exhibition in October 2007 and the tea party and dance in
May 2008 held in Sudbourne Village Hall. Many of the illustrations in the article ‘What went on in
the Battle Area?’ come from those newspaper articles. Veronica Worrall secured the funding from
The Big Lottery and has made a film, ‘Memories’, Brian Boulton, Nick Turner, Doreen Longhurst,



Bill Lennox and our curator, Margaret Poulter, have all produced lots of interesting material.
Others are named in those articles to which they made a contribution. It has not been possible to
print everything we were given in the Bulletin, but all the material will be catalogued and kept in
the Orford Museum archive.

John Anderson — a tribute

I am very sorry to report that John Anderson, whose articles have so enlivened the Bulletins, died
at the end of May at the age of 82. His knowledge and his love of his birthplace, Orford, and its
history, were second to none, and shone through everything he wrote. He was generous in
allowing us to photograph his grandfather’s magnificent scrapbook and he donated a number of
interesting items to the museum. He wrote a great deal, and I have a number of his unpublished
articles which will appear in future issues. As can be judged from the list in the second paragraph
of the Introduction, World War II was a particular interest of John’s, so I am very pleased that
this issue contains two of his pieces, ‘The Italian Job’ and ‘A Village Goes to War’ and some
smaller contributions in other articles. The Friends of Orford Museum will miss such an
enthusiastic member, and we send our condolences to John’s wife, Margaret, and to his family.

Jane Allen

John Anderson inspecting an exhibit at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford



TEENAGE YEARS IN WAR-TIME ORFORD

Charlie Underwood MBE (1924 —1997) was the first chairman of the Orford Museum Trust. It was
due to his hard work and persistence that Orford Museum was opened in 1994 in the premises behind
the Crown & Castle. Charlie, who ended his varied career as the Orford Ness lighthouse attendant,
was born and brought up in Orford. His knowledge and love of the history of the village were
exceptional

This, and the piece on the Orford air raid on p.26 below, comes from chapter 9 of Charlie’s (sadly
unfinished) autobiography ‘My Orford’, published on the Internet after his death by his son Adrian.
To read all of ‘My Orford’, see www.orfordpiece.com

Preparations for war

During the crisis of 1938'there was activity in the village to build air raid shelters. The biggest
project was to provide one for the school children on the Recreation Ground. Volunteers gathered and
retired Major Wales was put in charge as he had experience in World War 1. The trench dug was
about six feet wide by six feet [two metres] deep, the end nearest the school being sloped for easy
access and egress. The trench took a zig zag course for about 100 yards to end near the football
dressing rooms. After Mr Chamberlain’s return from Munich promising peace in our time the trench
was filled over and never dug again.”

In 1939 by listening to the wireless and reading the newspapers it became clear that another crisis was
looming between our country and Germany. We saw on the newsreels at the weekly picture show
how fanatical the German people were in supporting their dictator, Adolf Hitler. In our turn, Britain
began a recruitment drive for men to join the Territorial Army and a number of Orford men joined
and were transported to Woodbridge Drill Hall once a week for training in the Royal Artillery. It was
also necessary for some people to have knowledge of air raid precautions and a number of people
became Air Raid Precaution Wardens (ARP wardens). These and others who became special con-
stables, attended lectures in the school canteen

War is declared

The morning of Sunday 3 September 1939 found a group of us on the Castle Green playing a crude
game of golf; we had a driver, putter and a few golf
balls between us and would drive from one hill to
another, having about three holes in all. Here it was
that we were told by ‘Tags’ Smy that war had been
declared on Germany. We did not realise it at the
time, but it was on this day that one era of the
history of Orford ended and another one began.
Life in Orford was never to be the same again and
our simple way of life was to disappear, never to
return. That evening saw the members of the
Territorial Army mobilised and they congregated
in the Market Square where Foreman’s bus waited
to convey them to Ipswich — Fred Smy, recently
married to my sister Thora, Ken Smy, also recently
married, Ted Hawes, Peter Ashley, Fred Tricker,
‘Ching’ Tricker, Harry ‘Cabbage’ Green, are some
that come to mind. Whilst they were trying to make
light of their departure, there were tears among the
loved ones left behind. Thus did the war
commence in the village with the departure of
many of its young men and nobody could guess it
would be six long years before it was over.

ARP Warden Miss Nancy Roberts outside Barclays Bank on the
Market Square, reporting to Head Warden Elliott
(on the far right, of Pryke & Elliott, the grocer’s, now Orford Stores).
Warden Stern (with glasses) is holding a gas rattle. © Stockwave/COI



Rationing .

With  the '~ outbreak of war
came the | fear of food ra-
tioning - and through

my work —— o at  Chap-
mans ShOp - Left: Fred Tricker (on right) with ‘Cocky’ King from Wick.ham-Market. [a gI'OCGI"S
and haber- Right: Fred Smy and an army pal (both pictures taken at training camp in Brighton). Orford Museum dasher’s on

the north side of the Market Square] I witnessed the panic buying of bulk supplies of sugar, butter and
tinned goods by the wealthy people in the village. The majority of the population could not afford to
do this although the financial situation was improved [after the Depression of the 1930s] and there
were fewer unemployed. These supplies ran out long before the war ended and when this happened
these people were worse off than the workers who were much better at improvising nourishing meals
from practically nothing, having had to do it for so long  because of the low wages.

Evacuees

Children were evacuated from London to country areas where it was thought they would be safe from
air raids and Orford received its quota of evacuees. They arrived, a pitiful sight, each with their name
tag, carrying their meagre belongings in a battered suitcase or paper bags and their gas mask in its
square cardboard box and its piece of string encircling their neck. At the school they were allocated to
homes with a spare room and were taken in and made as welcome and comfortable as possible under
the circumstances. They were evacuated from Dagenham, Essex by way of paddle steamer down the
Thames and then to Felixstowe and from Felixstowe to the surrounding villages by bus. After the fall
of Dunkirk the east coast became the front line and the evacuees were moved on to less dangerous
areas.

Black-out

With the fear of air raids a total black-out came into force which made it a punishable offence to show
a light during the hours of darkness. To avoid showing a light when a door was opened. A curtain was
hung inside and far enough away to allow it to be opened without the light showing out. Car
headlights had special masks fitted with about four elongated slits set at an angle to deflect the light
downwards a few yards ahead. Thick black material was produced for making black-out curtains. The
ARP wardens and special constables spent their periods of duty touring the village to ensure no lights
were showing. Strips of brown paper about an inch wide were stuck to windows in a criss-cross
fashion to prevent the glass shattering in small pieces in an air raid. There were two types of air raid
warnings sirens, the familiar one with the tone going up and down and another of short sharp blasts.
Situated at Friend’s Garage, it was run by compressed air and the compressor was unable to supply
the air quick enough so that the last few blasts would get fainter and fainter finishing as no more
than a croak. It was affectionately known as Pip Emma. The message that an air raid was
imminent was received at the police station and the local constable, PC Ellis and later PC Wally
Green, cycled to the garage, pulled a wire concealed above the window to open the valve which
sounded the siren.



The war in the air

The summer of 1940 was hot and sunny and although the Battle of Britain was fought mainly over
Kent, our area had its share of intruders. While cycling home from Snape one day, an Army
convoy of lorries was going in the opposite direction. I noticed the soldiers were looking up and
when I turned it was to see a German Dornier flying towards Aldeburgh at about 1,000 feet and at
the same time heard the chatter of its machine-guns. I dived into the ditch for cover until the ma-
chine-gun stopped. There were other times when working in the fields, a lone German raider re-
turning from a raid would open up with his machine-guns and we would dive for cover in the near-
est furrow.

On a Sunday morning a Dornier bomber was shot down into the sea off Aldeburgh, one of the
crew who bailed out landed at Ferry Farm, Sudbourne. He was brought to Orford police station
and detained there until a military escort took him to a prisoner-of-war camp. A number of people
gathered outside the police station hoping to see the German.

On 11 November 1940 eighteen Hurricanes were seen heading seawards. Shortly after, the drone
of the aircraft and the chatter of machine-guns could be heard. Looking up, we witnessed the first
air raid made by the Italian air force on this country. An Italian bomber was shot down into the
sea, one crew member bailed out and was floating down when another bailed out. He deployed his
parachute, which failed to open and just streamed behind him, he plummeted past his fellow crew
-member into the sea. Another Italian plane was forced down by three Hurricanes and crashed in
the forest near Spratt Street, Eyke and a Fiat fighter made a forced landing east of Orford Ness
lighthouse and when its wheels sank into the shingle it tipped up onto its nose. The pilot was taken
prisoner. (See the article, The Italian Job, p34, below).

There were many other actions in the air around Orford and many bombs, dropped
indiscriminately, exploded in the fields. Four exploded on the Recreation Ground, ironically, just
where where the trench had been dug for the school children in 1938. A land mine dropped in the
forest behind Sudbourne church making a huge crater. On another occasion a land mine exploded
on Keepers Walk, Gedgrave, not far from Broom Cottage® and another mine from the same plane
dropped into the river mud, approximately near the present sewage outfall, and did not explode.
The bomb disposal squad attempted to recover it, but each time they neared it, the mine sank deep-
er. They decided to leave it, filled in the hole, and presumably it is still there today.

The army takes over

Some of the bigger houses were commandeered for use by the army — The Gables (now the
rectory), Green Doors (now 54) in Church Street, Manor House and Mill House in Ferry Road.
Mill House was painted by the army with green and brown camouflage paint and was known for
many yeas as Camouflage House. The Mission Hall at the bottom of Bakers Lane, venue for wed-
ding receptions, whist drives and dances (sixpenny hops), was taken over by the army who shortly
afterwards caused a fire which burnt the building to the ground before the nearest fire  brigade
from Waodbridge arrived. The present Church Hut replaced the Mission Hall and is a very inferior
building™.

Sudbourne Hall was taken over and many different army units moved in. One of the earliest units
was a battalion of the Highland Light Infantry and on summer evenings when the skirl of the
bagpipes could be heard approaching the village, a crowd would appear in the Market Square and
the pipe and drum band would entertain the villagers for maybe an hour, marching and counter
-marching up and down the square and then with the sound of the bagpipes fading into the dis-
tance, they returned to Sudbourne Hall.
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Pipers in the Market Square. Chapmans shop is the white weather-boarded
The Home building on the corner of Mundays Lane. © Stockwave/COI Guard

After the fall of Dunkirk [in
May 1940], it was thought that an invasion was imminent so an appeal was made on the wireless for
volunteers for a new defence force to be known as the Local Defence Volunteers (LDV) which later
became the Home Guard. A unit was immediately formed in the village made up of veterans of World
War I down to 16-year-olds, our uniforms being a khaki armband imprinted with the letters LDV.
Trenches were dug at strategic points around the village, the sandbags being filled from the sand pit on
Castle Green. Men with shot guns were asked to use them if necessary and the rest of us had to make
do with whatever we could get hold of. In due course .303 rifles were issued but with .303 ammunition
being scarce we had target practice using .22 rifles in the pit on  Castle Green. With the arrival of
the .303 rifles we were then required to do rifle drill. Parading in Gedgrave Road near Chantry Farm
we were taught to stand at ease, come to attention, slope arms, present arms and order arms under the
instruction and watchful eye of Sergeant Ted Smy, a World War I veteran. This rifle drill proved to be
useful to me when I was called up into the RAF later on. There were many mishaps and near-
misses in the course of our training. Gradually the Home Guard became better equipped and were
issued with a spigot mortar, this was taken onto Orford Ness for practice firing. Then a water-cooled
machine-gun arrived and  being a member of the three-man team, we spent many hours of practice
setting up the tripod, mounting the gun and con-
necting the water supply until we became quite
proficient. It was a great day when we went to
Bromeswell rifle range and were able to use live
ammunition for the first time.

Food supply -l
Food rationing became a way of life. As the war ;L
progressed more of our ships were being sunk and |
the rations became smaller and smaller, at one
stage the meat ration was 10d-worth each per
week. The heavy manual work done by farm
workers entitled them to extra cheese rations.

Dig for Victory became a slogan. A Gardening
Club was formed and many people who had never
done any gardening before gathered together to
cultivate allotments on any spare piece of land
which could be dug up, and the produce shared

- Members of the Home Guard enjoying a pint in the Jolly Sailor. From the
among the members or used to supply the British left: Arthur Sutton, Lt. Oliver (estate manager at Sudbourne Hall and

. : : commander of the company), Reg Denny, ‘Hum’ Welham, Colin Smy,
Restaurant which had been established in the Bert Worne and Jimmy Lewis.© Stockwave/COI



school canteen to supply cheap and nourishing meals for the community.

Members of the Gardening Club harvesting haricot beans grown from seed sent from the United States
under a scheme run by Mrs Franklin D Roosevelt, wife of the US President.
Sir Henry Bunbury, the Village Food Organiser, is in the foreground. © Stoockwave/COI
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The army cooks The British Restaurant in the school canteen. © Stockwave/COI made a bit of extra
money selling ‘surplus’ tinned
food to the locals. A local gamekeeper supplied some of his friends with the occasional pair of rabbits
or brace of pheasants and there was always a bit of poaching to be done. By wheeling and dealing
with each other it was possible to supplement the  rations and in so doing a close community was
formed. Nobody went hungry.

Fund-raising events

The Government needed money to pay for weapons and munitions and instigated many ideas to en-
courage the public to put their money into National Savings. One of these was Spitfire day when a
Supermarine Spitfire plane was brought into the village on a low-loader and erected in the Market
Square where it stood for one day. In this way the public could see what their money was helping to
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buy with the added attraction of seeing a Spitfire close up.
‘Tanks for Attack’ was another scheme when the village put
in a very great effort. The ‘Tanks for Attack’ campaign
target of £1.600 was nearly trebled and wound up with a
Harvest Supper in the Town Hall which included pasties for
which the Rabbit Club provided the meat.

War Weapons Week and Warship Week were other money
. -TaiSIng efforts®.

A pageant was held in the grounds of Castle House compris-
ing thirteen tableaux depicting the history of the village
from the beginning of the 5" century to the time when Sir
Arthur Churchman presented the deeds of the castle to Or-
ford Town Trust as a gift to the nation. Scenes included Mr
Ross-Taylor (the local MP who lived at Castle House) play-
Mr Ross-Taylor, MP at a Wings for Victory event in the Market Square. Note the iﬁg
bomb damage to the gable end of the cottage. Orford Museum

part
of James Coe, the first mayor, returning to Orford with the charter from Queen Elizabeth I in 1579,
ancient Britons lying in wait for Roman Legionaries in 400AD, building the castle, and the Orford
Merman, 1292”. The final scene shown was of Mr Ross-Taylor, chairman of the Orford Town Trust,
handing the keys of the castle to the safe-keeping of the Claviger, Mr R A Roberts who at 92
years of age, was at the ceremony  throughout.

Tim- ber
for the
war effort
I left Chap-
mans shop
to work
at Chan-
tl'y The Pageant. Orford Museum Farm
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