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THE ATLANTIC WALL IN SUDBOURNE

The challenge
When we were researching the Orford Battle Area last year for the World War II exhibition, a

photograph on the News Page of the website run by the Tank Museum of Bovington, Dorset,
caught our eye.

A Churchill Mark IV AVRE (Armoured Vehicle Royal Engineers) laying an explosive device known as an Onion
against a section of replica Atlantic Wall. Photo Tank Museum No 0359/A/4

The accompanying text stated that the site of the photograph was unknown, Sheriffmuir in Scot-
land and Hankley Common (see below) having been ruled out. It was suggested that it could be in
‘the Woodbridge area in Suffolk where 79" Armoured Division did much of its pre-D-Day train-
ing ... So here is another scheme for local historians all around Britain, We are anxious to learn of
other surviving sites around the country ... can anyone provide an accurate location for this dis-
tinctive wall?’

What was the Atlantic Wall?

In March 1942, Hitler issued a Directive for coastal fortifications to be constructed along the
western coast of mainland Europe, including France, Belgium and Holland, to defend against an
anticipated Allied invasion. This soon became known as the Atlantic Wall, but in fact was a series
of coastal fortifications rather than a continuous wall as the name implies. Initially the fortifica-
tions were constructed around the Channel ports and by 1943 had been extended to other vulner-
able areas.

In early 1944 Field Marshal Erwin Rommel was given the job of improving the defences as it was
considered that they were inadequate. Under his direction, a string of reinforced concrete pill-
boxes was built along the beaches, or sometimes slightly inland, to house machineguns, antitank
guns and light artillery. Mineficlds and antitank obstacles were planted on the beaches them-
selves, and underwater obstacles and mines were planted just offshore. The intention was to de-



stroy the Allied landing craft before they could even unload.

After the evacuation of British troops at Dunkirk in May and June 1940, the British army had to
reorganise and train for the day (D-Day) when Allied Forces would return to invade mainland
Europe. To do this, means had to be found to overcome the formidable obstacle presented by the
Atlantic Wall. New designated battle training grounds were needed. One of the areas chosen was
the site of the two villages of Sudbourne and Iken which were summarily evacuated in July 1942
so as to create the Orford Batttle Area. Initially it was used for advance infantry training but in
1943 the area was given over to the 79" Armoured Division (Tanks) under the command of Major
General Sir Percy ‘Hobo’ Hobart. He saw that the best chance of penetrating Hitler's Wall was
with the use of specially modified tanks and he set about developing them.

At least three mock-ups of sections of the Atlantic Wall were constructed in Britain, at Hankley
Common near Farnham, Surrey. at Sheriffmuir in Stirlingshire in Scotland and at Sudbourne. The
training grounds were used to test the experimental vehicles by re-enacting various scenarios and
live ammunition was regularly in use.

The ‘Double Onion’ tank shown in the ‘mystery’ photograph on p 1, for example, was driven up
to the wall where the framework containing explosives was lowered to the ground. The tank then
backed off to a distance of some 100 feet, paying out an electric detonating cable as it went. The
driver then detonated the explosives. The type of resulting damage that could be inflicted on a
concrete structure can be seen in the photograph below. It is pleasing to note that all these ingen-
ious devices played a significant part in the success of the Normandy landings in June 1944.

A Churchill ‘Double Onion’ tank. Photo Tank Museum Damage inflicted on a section of a mock-up of the Atlantic
Wall at Hankley Common, Surrey. Photo Chris Shepheard

The hunt begins

The first clue came at Orford Museum’s World War IT exhibition in October 2008, when one of
the Friends of the Museum, Chris Martin, mentioned that a section of concrete wall, believed to
be a part of the Atlantic Wall built in the Sudbourne/Iken battle area was still in existence. He said
it was just to the east of Ferry Road, Sudbourne, behind, and at right angles to, Crag Pit Cottages.
Careful examination of the aerial photographs of that part of the battle area taken by the RAF in
September 1945 shows the remains of the wall.



Enlarged portion of an aerial photograph taken in September 1945. The text has been added by the author. National
Monuments Record

Comparison of the aerial photograph with the Tank Museum’s ‘mystery’ photograph confirmed
that there were similarities in the terrain The cottage in the background of that photo was very
similar in appearance to the present Crag Pit Cottages on the opposite side of the road, though
quite unlike the present house on the site, the (pink-painted) White House.

Looking towards the remains of the Atlantic Wall from White House. Valley Farm is in the background and Crag Pit
Cottages are on the right. Photo Brian Boulton



A visit to the wall

In February 2009 Margaret Poulter, Chris Martin, Brian Boulton and Peter Waring, the land-
owner, visited the site and examined the structure. It had been built on the side of an existing em-
bankment providing a natural division between two fields. The height of the structure measuring
up the slope was 2.5 metres. The length was 22 metres. There could be very little doubt that this
was indeed the remains of the Atlantic Wall.

Two views of the eastern end of the wall in February 2009. Photos Brian Boulton

It seems probable that a considerable portion of the wall had been demolished during the testing
of explosive charges. Chris Martin said that he had been told that rubble from the eastern end of
the wall had been removed and buried when a bungalow was built after the war at Valley Farm,
on the other side of the field.

Identifying the houses
A meeting was arranged with the present owners of White House, Mr and Mrs Crane. They con-

firmed that they had carried out major refurbishment of the house in 2002 which had required
demolition of a considerable portion of the building, but they retained the same alignment as the
previous house. The interesting thing was that it was constructed of concrete block which con-
firmed information they had been given by an elderly Sudbourne resident that the brick-built cot-
tage on the site was so badly damaged during the time the Army occupied the Battle Area that af-
ter the war it was demolished and re-
placed by a house built of concrete
block. It would seem that the alignment
of the replacement house was swivelled
slightly to give it a more southerly as-
pect. Mr Crane confirmed that a consid-
erable quantity of used red bricks was
found buried on the site. The house in
the background of the Tank Museum’s
photograph certainly appears to be con-
structed of red brick, as are most of the
other farm workers’ cottages on the for-
mer Sudbourne Hall estate.

The White House, which was then called Ferry House, as it was in 1953. Photo taken by Colonel Keller, a USAF pi-
lot who was living there with his family at the time.




Bob Worne, one of the people who remembered the evacuation of Sudbourne and Tken, and who
was interviewed for the Orford Museum film ‘Memories’, had described how his former family
home in the Battle Area had been damaged beyond repair by a shell. This prompted a visit in Oc-
tober 2009 to Bob and his wife Laura, who now live in Rushmere St Andrew. Here all the theories
about the identity of the house were confirmed. Although looking as if it was a pair of cottages, the
Wornes’ house was a single dwelling called Crag Pit Cottage. A pre-war photograph shows that it
was the house in the background of the Tank Museum picture.

The Worne family in front of Crag Pit Cottage, cl 030. From the left: Walter (Dad), Bob, Minnie (Mum) with daughter
Olive, Harry and Grace Worne. Photo Bob Worne's collection

Bob confirmed that over the road near the site of the replica Atlantic Wall a pair of similar-looking
cottages were also called Crag Pit Cottages. Those cottages are still standing.

One more piece in the jigsaw

It was with considerable pleasure that T was able to report our findings to David Fletcher, Historian
at the Tank Museum. He, in turn, was pleased to have the information pinpointing the location
shown in just one of the many items in his photographic archive.

Brian Boulton

Note
For the articles “The evacuation of Sudbourne and Tken’ and “What went on in the Battle Area?’ see Orford

& District Local History Bulletin 11, pp 11-13 and 29-31.
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JOURNEY TO THE EDGE

On the 6th of August 1787, at half past five in the morning, two young men set out from Ipswich
to walk to Orford for a week’s holiday, studying plants and birds. They were William Kirby, the
grandson of John Kirby the topographer, and Charles Sutton, later a Doctor of Divinity. John was
aged 18 and Charles about the same. From Woodbridge they were accompanied, on horseback, by
the Revd Peter Lathbury, who had a house in Orford and was curate of Butley.

It was Charles who wrote the account of their observations and experiences, entitled in Latin Iter
Litorale (Journey to the Edge) and subtitled ‘a week’s botanical excursion 1o the sea-coast at Or-
ford’. The manuscript was discovered amongst the Sutton family’s papers and in 1959 was repro-
duced in the Transactions of the Suffolk Naturalists’ Society in an article by Robert Gathorne-
Hardy'. That article naturally concentrated on the record of the plants observed by the two travel-
lers. For us, the greatest interest of the account of the two young men’s journey lies in the informa-
tion it gives us about the places they visited and the people they met.

En route to Orford

Once past Woodbridge they found the countryside so little inhabited that they hardly met a human
face. However, at one of the two thatched cottages at Sprat Street a farmer, named Sherard, treated
them to some of his home-brewed ale. At Butley Oyster, where they hoped to dine, the landlady
was able to supply only a meagre meal and the curate had to scrounge some beans, to augment it,
from one of his parishioners, Mrs Bennington of Neutral Farm! They arrived at Orford before

seven in the evening after a walk of 20 miles.

A View of the Ruins of Orford Chancel, Suffolk. Engaving from a drawing by Isaac Johnson, 1788. A scene, almost
exactly contemporary with the journey of Kirby and Sutton, showing two young men taking a keen interest in the ar-
chitecture of the chancel ruins. Orford Museum




Hospitality

Unfortunately it isn’t possible to identify which was Peter Lathbury’s house in Orford. There they
were introduced to his spaniel, named Rover, who was skilled in closing doors by leaping against
them. Clearly the clergyman was a naturalist. In his parlour were many books, fossils, shells and
minerals, stuffed birds, a camera obscura, a solar microscope and ‘North’s glass Machine for im-
pregnating water with fixt air’. At supper they werc joined by the Revd John Connor (whom they
mistakenly named Mr O’Connor), from Ireland, a temporary curate in Orford™. Charles made
one of his humorous but affectionate observations about his friend at this point in his journal. Mr
O’Connor was ‘smitten with esteem’ for William because he seemed attentive when the former
spoke French, but actually William was asleep! Not surprising after such a long walk on a warm

day.

An excursion near Orford

The following day the two botanists looked around the garden where they found ‘seven edifices for
a certain use built in a peculiar style all of wood and not larger than Centry Boxes’. Here they are
almost certainly referring to privies, which were commonly sited outside, but seven seems a very
large number for one household. Taking with them water and a baskel containing cheese, biscuits
and porter, they crossed the river to the marshes on the other side, leased by Mr Lawton of Ips-
wich. Some were cultivated, but the expense of keeping the river walls intact meant they were not
very profitable. The 7th Regiment of Dragoons, stationed at Norwich, had sent their horses to
graze here and were ‘no small ornament to the Place’. On the marshes and the pebbly beach fur-
ther on they identified many plants, including couch grass which they observed helped to consoli-
dated the shingle, and sea pinks (thrift). Then the two men took advantage of the cooling pleasures
of ‘rowling and tumbling’ in the waves, one much like a porpoise according to the other. The ref-
erence to this animal explains the later remark about the wild man of Orford.

Hall, church, castle and lighthouses
Sudbourne Hall had been observed on the way to Orford. Lord Hertford” had spent £10,000 on

building his mansion. The old house had been a half H, which was now filled up into a square. Red
brick has been employed although the front was white stucco”, It was remarked that a modern seat
within two miles of the sea should ‘command an extensive view of that most sublime object of Na-
ture’, but rising ground obscured it.
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An engraving of Sudbourne Hall, ¢1800. Moot Hall Museuit, Aldeburgh



Orford Church still had its ‘noble Tower’ intact (part of it was to fall in 1830), although the chan-
cel was, of course, a ruin (see the picture on page 6). The botanists identified the standing pillars
as more ancient than the building now in use, and noted a modern altar tomb between the eastern
pillars. Inside, an inscription in gold lettering revealed that the organ had been provided by Lord
Hertford. They remarked upon the large number of memorial brasses and the inscription on the
font. The truth of the inscription added to the monument (on the south wall) to Francis Mason, said
to have been rector for 80 years, was very much doubted by the two men, and rightly so.

Orford Castle did not deserve to be called a ruin in their opinion, and part of the perimeter wall
still stood to the height of 40 feet to the northeast. They entered the keep * by way of a small win-
dow about 8 feet from the ground’ and inspected the circular keep with its turrets, noting the
chapel, bedchambers, kitchen and scullery. ‘nof to mention places appropriated to other neces-
sary uses’ (these must have been the castle’s garderobes, which still fascinate visitors today). Ref-
erence was made to the story, told by Camden, of the ‘Sea-Man' and his long black beard, held
prisoner in the castle. He was ‘not a Porpus’, wrote Charles. Did William Kirby have a black

beard?

Orford Castle in Suffolk by Noble. Published by Alex" Hogg, No 16 Paternoster Row, late 18" century. Two sightseers
scramble up to the base of the keep. The remaining section of the curtain wall is shown. Orford Musewm

At Orfordness they saw the two lighthouses, 200 yards apart, which were the property of Lord
Howard de Walden. He received an annual income of £2000 since every ship that passed had to
make a payment at the Port of London for their support. The western lighthouse (the High Light)
was of red brick and contained a light produced from coal, whilst the other (the Low Light) was of
wood, newly built on the edge of the waves. Here there was a new invention consisting of several
lamps which reflected the light from ‘Speculums’ placed behind them.

Further excursions
Another day they set off in a curricle past Sudbourne Hall, noting that Lord Hertford ‘takes no

care to have good roads’, and alighted at Wantisden Bogs, presumably Padley Water near Chilles-
ford, where they found numerous plants. Their favourite meadow was at Chillesford, which they
must have first entered on their way to Orford. At Butley they admired the Priory Gatehouse re-



marking that the building would make a good subject for an engraver. ‘Vast masses’ of the walls
of the Priory remained standing. They declined dining with Mr Chandler, who farmed Abbey
Farm, because he did not appear sober!

The gatehouse of Butley Priory near Orford, Suffolk engraved by King for “The Beauties of England and Wales” and
published by John Harris, St Paul’s Churhchyard, April 1812. Orford Museum

A second trip was by river, this time with Peter Lathbury, who provided cold mutton pie and other
provisions. Two young sailors rowed them from Orford quay. They passed Havergate Island
(which Charles spelt Halvergate), and declared the farmhouse there ‘desolate and miserable to the
eye’. Soon they were beyond the mouth of the river and ‘grand was the scene’ of numerous ves-
sels. Passing Hollesley Gap, ‘so well known to smugglers’ they arrived on the beach a mile from
the mouth of the River Deben.

They ate ‘like Savages’ sitting on the sand, scorched by the sun, and Rover was given walter to
drink our of his master’s hat. Returning to the boat they noticed ‘fwo Nymphs' hurrying to a
chaise. Probably a lady and her maid, they had disturbed the former who had been ‘washing her
beauteous feet in the waves’ , ie, paddling. This episode clearly made a great impression on
Charles who added a couplet:

‘Quick up her leg the inverted Silk she drew

And with her faithful Jenny drove away from view s

The Corporation

Their last meal before departure was dinner taken at 4pm. In the evening they went to Raydon
Farm. the residence of Mark Wade. On the way they met the ‘temporary curate’, John Connor,
again, who was with Mr Randal 5 one of the Burgesses. The visitors noted that the Corporation
consisted of a Mayor and twelve Burgesses. The Mayor was Edward Colman, Serjeant at Arms to
the House of Commons and a friend of Lord Hertford. Only two of the Burgesses resided in Or-
ford, Randal, who was an apothecary, and a Mr Brett®. The rest came just once a year, yet were
required to have a house in their occupation. For most of the year housekeepers, often widows,
lived in them. It was said that there was only one good house in the town, built by Lord
Beauchamp’ and unoccupied. Their host, Mark Wade, whose garden was admired as ‘very good’,
was aged around 55 and remembered as many as seven rectors of Sudbourne with Orford®. He
plied his guests with ‘excellent port wine'.



Home again

It was a stormy night when they left the farmhouse, and lightning and thunder continued into the
early morning. Much damage was done throughout the country, but they were unharmed. Lathbury
accompanied them in the curricle as far as Woodbridge, where they dined with the surgeon, Mr
Lynn. From there they walked home to Ipswich. The next day they breakfasted with their tutor, Dr
Glynn, who was delighted with their account of the journey and the specimens they brought back
with them. Rather piously, Charles recorded that their time ‘had not been consumed in idleness or

wasted in intemperance and dissipation’.

Vic Harrup
Notes and sources:

1. Transactions of the Suffolk Naturalists’ Society, volume 11, part 2, pp123-137 (1959), Ipswich Museum
2. Reverend John Connor, who had his ‘temporary’ curate status extended. In fact he was at Orford 42
years, becoming rector of Sudbourne with Orford in December 1828. He died after only 21 months as rec-
tor on 22 September 1830, aged 73. The antiquary, David Elisha Davy, reported that Connor, from Lisburn,
County Antrim, was rumoured to be the illegitimate son of the Earl of Hertford, who had extensive estates
in Lisburn (Jane Allen, The Wallace Connection, Orford Museum, 2008, ppl6,17).

3. Lord Hertford - Francis Seymour Conway (1719-1794), Earl of Hertford, created Marquis of Hertford in
1793. According to the Great Court Book of Orford Corporation he was ‘comimonly called Earl of Yar-
mouth’. The Conway family’s principal seat was (and still is) Ragley Hall in Warwickshire. Lord Hertford
had purchased the Sudbourne estate in 1754, attracted by the fact that Orford (a ‘rotten borough’) returned
two members to Parliament, elected by the mayor, portmen and chief burgesses. In 1766 the Conways took
over the Corporation from the previous Portmen and Free Burgesses who mostly resigned. They were re-
placed by family and cronies of Lord Hertford from Warwickshire and London.

4. Lord Hertford commissioned the architect James Wyatt to design his new house, built in 1782. For pic-
tures of the old Sudbourne Hall or House (which was also known as Chapmans) see Orford & District Lo-
cal History Bulletin, Issue 6, pp 10 andl1.

5. Mr Randal — Samuel Randall, mayor in 1765. He did not resign (see note 3 above) and was elected
Mayor again in 1779 and 1785. He did resign eventually in favour of his son, John, a year before his death
at the age of 84 in 1795. John’s son, another Samuel (1783-1862), was a surgeon and flourished under the
patronage of the Marquises of Hertford, two of whom held the post of Lord Chamberlain. The Randall fam-
ily’s loyalty to the Conways won the younger Samuel the court position of gentleman usher and groom of
the privy chamber under kings George I1I, George IV, William IV and queen Victoria. (Memorial brass on
north wall of Orford church).

6. Mr Brett - Thomas Brett (1739-1833), elected a Chief Burgess during the elder Samuel Randall’s last
mayoralty. A board recording a charity set up under his will for the benefit of poor widows (Brett’s Be-
nevolence) still hangs on the south west wall of Orford church.

7. Lord Beauchamp - Francis Seymour Conway, the earl’s eldest son. Referred to as Lord Beauchamp in
the Great Court Book. The house built by Lord Beauchamp was High House.

8. They were James D’Oyly (1730-1744), Gibbon Jones, BA (1744-1753), John Whittington (1753-1770),
Francis Jackson, LLB (1770-1781), The Hon Edwad Seymour Conway, MA (1781-1784) — the fourth son
of the Earl of Hertford, he died in France at the age of 32, George Pretyman, DD, FRS (1784-1785) — who
was rapidly promoted to became bishop of Lincoln and later bishop of Winchester and Joseph Turner, DD

(1785-1828).

Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich):
Great Court Book for Orford Corporation ref. EE5/4/4

These readers who are interested in natural history should read the whole of the article in the

“Transactions’ (see note 1, above). There is a photocopy in the Orford Museum library. Julian Potter has
provided the following commentary on the plants and wild flowers found by the two young men.:
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BOTANICAL NOTE

It can be seen that while Sutton and Kirby had wide interests, most of their observations, although
not reproduced in this Bulletin article, were to do with Natural History. They had some things to
say about birds and sea creatures, but most of their notes, as reproduced by Robert Gathorne-
Hardy, were botanical. Indeed it is as if the prime object of their expedition was to hunt for wild
flowers.

The two men recorded the names of 59 of the plants that
they found — in Latin, using the bi-nomal system (name of
genus, followed by species). In Simpson’s F lora of Suf-
folk*, written 200 years later, it was encouraging to find
that all of the species mentioned still survive in the county
today, although not all can still be found in the area of
their walk, and some have become extremely rare.

In the Chillesford meadow they found the Frog Orchid
(‘now very rare’, according to Simpson) and Marsh Helle-
bore (‘extinct in many of its former habitats’). I have
never found these two species and hope to identify the
meadow and visit it soon. Also there was a bog at Wantis-
den where they found yellow Bog Pimpernel (‘rare and
decreasing’) and Sundew (‘almost extinct’). That, too,
would be worth a visit, if the bog still exists.

While it is easy enough to establish which plants are be- .
coming rarer, others are becoming more frequent, and
some may not have arrived at all in this stretch of coast by
the date of the Sutton-Kirby expedition. For example, no
mention is made of the bushy two-or-three-foot-high Sea
Kale, which marches prominently along the Ness. A rar-
ity, the young men would have been sure to note itif it
had been there in 1787.

Rose-bay willowherb

Rosebay willow herb is another plant that is common now but not then, when in the wild it was no
more than an occasional escapee from gardens. When the travellers came to Sudbourne Hall, they
noted “The earth consisting here chiefly of sand, his lordship plants Solanum tuberosum [potatoes]
and Epilobium augustifolium [rose-bay willowherb] to prevent it being carried away by the wind.’
The very idea of planting this willowherb seems odd now; it beautifies much of the Aldeburgh golf
course in August without any help from the greensmen.

Julian Potter

* Simpson’s Flora of Suffolk by Francis W Simpson, published by the Suffolk Naturalists” Society, 1982.



GROWING UP IN ORFORD IN THE 408 AND 50s

My mother, Norcen Ashley, was born in Orford in 1916 and had one sister, Ida, and two brothers,
Charlie and Peter (Peter is still living in Orford aged 90). Mother started school at 3Ya, apparently
because she was quite a handful! When she left school she worked at Sudbourne Hall for a time
and then in domestic service at Castle House for the Ross Taylors (see Bulletin 9, pp10-13). One
of her best friends was Edie (Murphy), the cook. My mother could remember that, when she was
about 12 years old, she was in a film made at Sudbourne Hall about a cricket match and being on
the lake with a machine creating artificial rain'. The family lived at 90 Pump Street and the pump
was used for our water needs for a long time.

When war broke out the Orford policeman, Wally Green, approached my mother’s parents about
taking in a soldier in the RAF and that is how she met and married my father, Arthur Jenkin from
Yorkshire. They were married in January 1941 and I arrived in October.

When Orford was bombed in October 1942 my mother and I were in Yorkshire, but her Ashley
cousins were killed in the air raid®, and number 90 had a bit of damage in one of the bedrooms. As
a child T used to go with my granny and mum to put flowers on the communal grave. I can remem-
ber the soldiers’ huts behind the cricket pavilion and also being taken on the Castle Green to the
V] Day celebration bonfire in August 1945.

We children (I had three brothers, one, Robert J enkin, still lives in Orford) grew up with a lot of
freedom. The village was our playground. We used to run up and down the castle, which had a Mr
Adams in charge. The cottage on the Green was known by us children as Lizzie Denton’s (our ab-
breviation of Dennington’s’) . On Guy Fawkes night a big bonfire was built on the hill near the
crag pit and fireworks let off all evening (not an organised display).

A fete at Castle House in 1947 or 1948. Sally’s brother Paul is on the extreme right with a wheelbarrow. Sally is look-
ing at him near the other barrow. The adult behind her is her Aunt Annie Ashley and Annie’s daughter Joy is beside
Sally dressed as Little Red Riding Hood.

There used to be fetes at Castle House, the Rectory and Quay House. The fair used to come to the
recreation ground and the land that is now Toller Close. Then it was known as Bantoft’s meadow,
one of the remaining fields of the old Town Farm. During the summer we played down at the
quay, building camps etc and playing hide and seek in the old coal store (the Old Warehouse).



In the early 1950s a theatre company called “The Arts’ used to come to perform plays in the Town
Hall., One of my favourites was ‘Maria Marten and the Red Barn’. One of the actors was George
Dare, who later appeared on TV in minor roles. One year we had a pantomime in the Town Hall
and we had to go to Quay House to get Dutch clogs for one of the dances.

The highlight of the week was the film show every Tuesday evening in the Town Hall.(Spinney
Bantoft remembers that the village boys would go early to the Market Square to meet the van from
Aldeburgh containing all the equipment. Those who helped unload and set up got into the show
free!) Another highlight was fish and chip nights. Twice a week Vic Last from Snape used to come
to a fish shop (more of a hut really) in Front Street, and we used to help him tear up the newspaper
used for wrapping the fish and chips.

On Coronation Day in 1953 there was a fancy dress parade and sports on the recreation ground,
the town sign was also unveiled.

Mr Ind’s class at Orford School, probably 1953. Front row: Rosemary Smy, Molly Tricker, Ann Brightwell, June
Newson, Mr Ind (a strict teacher), Diana Chapmen, Heather Millerdene, Julie Rands, Rosemary Hawes, Laura Ashket-
{le. Second row: Diana Grimes, Duffy Cooper (whose father was gamekeeper at Sudbourne Hall), Wayne Scarce,
Tony Turner, John Goudy from Butley, Barry Scarlett, David Davies, Richard Ashley, Richard Moss, Sally Jenkin.
Back row: Robert Robinson, Terry Martin, Peter Ling, Billy Smith (from Iken), John O Brien, John Leek, David
Bugg, Jonathan Tricker, Roger Payne and Richard Frost.

There was a thriving Sunday School. At one Christmas party in the YMCA hut in Quay Street, the
Christmas tree caught fire; Mrs Joyce (who lived at Creek Cottage and played the piano) had lit
some candles on it. A Youth Club was started in 1956 and we had a record player given to us by
some Americans and we also had a barbecue at Tken Cliff. There were several Americans living in
Orford who were stationed at Bentwaters air base.

The Flower Show was a memorable event, my grandfather Harry Ashley and Uncles Peter and
Charlie won many prizes. The slow bicycle race was always a favourite. In the evening a dance
was held in the Town Hall, one of the bands playing was Billy Griss and his band.

I passed the 11 plus (second attempt) in 1954 and went to Mills Grammar School in Framlingham.
Along with four or five other girls we used 0 20 by taxi from Friends Garage and come home on



the Green Bus (owned by Vic Foreman). Later on, Ted Pipe took us. He had a bakery and sweet
shop where the Butley Orford Oysterage is now. He combined baking with driving, often deliver-
ing his bread around the neighbourhood late at night. He would undertake ‘commissions’ to do
shopping in Ipswich and Woodbridge. He was also the football team’s regular driver.

Confirmation group in the Town Hall 16 December 1956. Front row from left: Laura Ashkettle, Sally Jenkin, Linda
Brown, Rosemary Hawes, Richard Moss, Roger Payne, the Bishop of Dunwich, Revd Sherlock (the Rector), John
O’Brien, Rosemary Smy, Angela Foreman, Molly Tricker and Irene Steele. On the right in the second row, the adult
man is de Lacey Parrott, unidentified woman, then the group of three boys are Barry Scarlett, Spinney Bantoft and
Robert Robinson.

My father who was a good cricketer, playing in the Sudbourne Hall team, worked for the Ministry
of Food in Melton after the war, and then for the Inland Revenue in Ipswich. Since I was 9 we had
all lived at Town Farm Estate. In 1957 father was transferred to Norwich.

Fete at Castle House, 1947 or 1948, Sally is on the left of the children round the maypole with her hair in bunches and

her back to the camera.
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It was a great wrench to leave Orford, mainly for my mother; we children were more resilient. I
have tried to convey life in Orford as it was in those ‘baby-boom” post-war years when there was
still quite a lot of local employment, for example with the Ministry of Defence on Orford Ness.
There was a great sense of community and to us children it really was like living in one big family.

Sally Eke (nee Jenkin)

Notes
1. This was probably when Sudbourne Hall was owned by I M Lyon (¢ 1922-1935). Two of his sons, Bev-

erly and Malcolm, were county cricketers. For a picture of the bridge over the lake and a plan of the Sud-
bourne Hall gardens see Bulletin 9, pp 6 and 9.

2. See Bulletin 11, pp 23-28.

3. Dennington Cottage was called after John Dennington who lived there for many years (see Bulletin 8, p
6). In origin it may have been built for the men who manned the signal station at Orford Castle during the
Napoleonic wars (see Bulletin 2, pp 1, 2). The cottage was demolished after the castle was taken over by
the Ministry of Works (later English Heritage) in the 1960s.

Thanks to Spinney Bantoft for additional information and for identifying many of the people in Sally's pho-
tographs.

ORFORD MUSEUM: RECENT ACQUISITIONS

In view of the quantity and interest of the acquisitions in 2008, ‘recent’ has been extended to in-
clude 2008 and 2009. As many will remember, 2008 was “the year of the grand WW2 exhibition”
in Orford Town Hall, which generated a rash of related artefacts, documents and photographs both
in the lead up to the exhibition and afterwards. Some of these were gifts to the museum, others
were on short-term loan, and of the latter all the photographs and documents have been scanned
and copies are now in the museum’s collection. Because of the quantity of WW?2 material which
nearly everyone will have seen, only some are included in the following list, which is a selection
of other interesting acquisitions, some of which are, or are about to be, on display in the castle.

The river and fishing
e Qyster opener inscribed “Orford Oyster Fishery”, early C20

e Leather sea boots belonging to the Brinkley family, C19-early C20

s Papers relating to George Nickells, Master Mariner of Orford (and South Shields) and his wife,
Martha 1815-1897

e Drawing of the ‘new’ size for Orford oyster ‘legends’ from a receipt in the Suffolk Record Office
dated 18 Oct 1813. It reads ‘Paid to J Wild for 62 oyster sizes 17 shillings’

s Photographs from Christine Bromley Martin 1923-1954, including Raydon Cottage, farming at
Ravdon, sailing, and the 1953 floods

e Photographs of the Craig family including sailing and holidays at The Pavilion, c1947-1 955

e Items of the late Ralph Brinkley including papers, photographs, wooden boat bailers, fishing net
(new) and many other items

¢ Plans of proposed alterations to Coastguard Cottages, Orford, including drainage and sanitary
works 1948-1949

Painting
e Oil painting of Castle House by William Sancroft Randall (1851-1900)




Anglo-Saxon, medieval and C17 coins and seals
e Two Anglo-Saxon “Porcupine” sceattas (silver pennies) c695-715AD

[so named because of the ‘porcupine like’ depiction of a boar]

e Medieval harness pendant bearing the arms of the Hastings family C14 found near Orford Castle [it
has been suggested that it could have been lost during jousting there —a nice thought!]

e Seal matrix depicting the head of John the Baptist, prob C14

e Brass trade token inscribed ‘Orford - Mary Thurston 1659 - MT”

Trade token

Trade and farming
e Two ‘Tken ware’ pots, with scratched inscriptions, from the Iken Pottery, c1845 [probably personal

beer mugs, perhaps from The Anchor inn at Tken Cliff]

e Article entitled ‘The Story of the Chambers Family and the Iken Pottery’ by Gillian Bryant
Milk bottle embossed ‘Cordle, Chantry Farm Dairy’, ¢1930s-1950s

e Two stoneware flagons stamped ‘G W Mingay, Wine & Spirit Merchant, Orford Quay’ and ‘W
Whayman, King's Head, Orford’, C19
Photos of the family of R J Martin, formerly butcher in Church Street, Orford, WW2 and 1967
Field Book of R Clough, Richmond Farm, Gedgrave, Michaelmas 1925-May 1933, with plan in-
cluding field names

Sudbourne Hall
¢ Sudbourne Hall: Conveyance and Abstract of Title 1918
e Press cutting ‘Suffolk horses sold at Sudbourne’ 1918
[the dispersal of the Sudbourne stud of Suffolk Punch horses]

World War 1
* Autograph album of Connie Borrett containing entries by soldiers at Sudbourne Hall Convalescent
Home WW1
¢ Press cutting re German prisoners of war having escaped from Orford Ness, recaptured on Haver-
gate Island WW1
World War 2

» Catalogue of sale of stock ‘for Mr G D Black ... who is vacating the farm’ [on evacuation from
Crag Farm, Sudbourne]. It includes 112 dairy cattle, bulls, in-calf heifers, and store stock, 9 horses
and farming stock. 11 July 1942
Photograph of Orford Church floodlit [for VJ Day] dated 31 Aug 1945
Copies of WW?2 allied propaganda leaflet (Italian) including photograph of Italian plane shot down
on Orford Beach, Nov 1941-Jan 1942

¢ Compilation of an ‘Orford Roll of Honour’ WW2 by Bill Lennox

e Photographs from the late Fred Meadows re Home Guard activities in Blaxhall, Chillesford, Tken
and Tunstall

¢ DVD: The History of the ‘Atlantic Wall’, Sudbourne WW2 by Brian Boulton; report of a visit to
the site and remains of the wall, Feb 2009

Margaret Poulter
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The Editor welcomes contributions or suggestions for articles Jor future issues.
These should be relevant to the history of Orford and district, and may be personal
reminiscence, reports of recent publications, courses and conferences or pieces of

original research (for which references io sources should be provided). She reserves
the right to select and edit the material for publication but any editing of chosen
items will be carried out in consultation with the contributor.

Contents of Bulletins published to date:

Issues | — 6, Autumn 2003 — Summer 2006
Consolidated reprint containing the first six issues of the Bulletin, 82 pages + index
Copies are available price £15

Issue 7 Autumn 2006

Danger — River Ore by John Anderson

The town centre properties of John Stile, son of John Richmond of Gedgrave by Margaret Cronin
The Buckle family of Orford at a time of religious change by Vic Harrup

Some Orford characters by Doreen Longhurst

More Orford characters by John Anderson

Issue 8 Spring 2007
Oyez! Oyez! Sam Smy, town crier by John Anderson

Recollections of Mrs H Smy of Orford by Jane Allen
The making of a gentleman by Vic Harrup
The Broom: rabbits and the loss of a sailors’ path by John Anderson

Issue 9 Autumn 2007

Two Orford port schemes of 1813 and 1836 (Part 1) by Margaret Poulter
A Land Girl at Garden House, Sudbourne Hall by Valerie Murrell
Castle House, Orford by Richard Roberts

The Orford Electric Light & Power Co Ltd by John Anderson

Issue 10 Spring 2008
Elizabethan flood defences on Orford Ness by Valerie Fenwick

Polo at Chillesford by George Gardiner and John Anderson
Two Orford port schemes of 1813 and 1836 (Part 2) by Margaret Poulter
Copies of Issues 7 — 10 may be purchased at £3 a copy

Issue 11 Autumn 2008
Special 40-page World War II Issue containing 14 articles
Copies available at £5 a copy

Issue 12 Summer 2009

Iken pottery and the Chambers family by Gillian Bryant

Note: Iron Age coins found near Wickham Market by Valerie Potter
Another Orford Wallace connection by Jane Allen

George Culham — *The noted smuggler® by Vic Harrup

Note: Victory in 1945 by Jane Allen

Copies available at £3 a copy

Orders to Jane Allen, address on back cover, with a cheque payable to Friends of Orford Museum.
Please add £1 postage for the consolidated reprint and 50p for individual issues if they are to be posted.
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