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THE BATTLE OF NEWMOUTH AND THE LOST VIKING HISTORY OF SUDBOURNE

This short essay examines the case for identifying the site of an almost forgotten battle between the English
and the Danes at a point near Orford called Newmouth.

In his Saga of Olaf the Holy, written c.1225, the Icelandic poet and historian Snorri Sturluson re-
fers to a battle in the career of young Olaf Haraldsson, future king and patron saint of Norway, at
a place called Nyjaméda, “Newmouth”.' Snorri’s source for this, which he cites, is the Old Norse
poem Vikingarvisur, “Viking Verses” by Sigvatr Thordarson. Sigvatr the Skald, as he is usually
known, was a skald, or court poet, in the service of King Olaf, so his verses must have some au-
thority. Vikingarvisur is a battle-listing poem commemorating Prince Olaf’s early military experi-
ences and Newmouth is numbered as his ninth battle.

Vann ungr konungr Englum
oOtraudr skarar raudar.

Endr kom brint 4 branda
bl6d 1 Nyjamodu.

Nu hefi eg orustur, austan
ognbaldr, niu taldar.

Herr fell danskr, par’s derrum
dreif mest ad Oleifi.

The young king reddened the hair of the English unsparingly. Red-brown blood streaked the swords once more
at Nyjamoda. Now, [man] bold in battle from the east, I have tallied nine battles. The Danish army fell there,

where spears were hurled at Olafr most of all?

When Sigvatr first uttered these lines in King Olaf’s hall, the king and many who heard them
would have understood who was fighting whom, but to us it is far from clear. Olaf is said to have
reddened English heads, that is, he fought hand-to-hand against the English, but the Danish army
fell there. The implication is that the young Norwegian prince was at the time allied to the Danes,
who suffered serious losses there.

The name and location of the battle

The Old Norse form Nyamodda is the equivalent to the Old English *niwe-muda and means “new
(river) mouth”, which Swedish philologist Eilert
Ekwall showed was identifiable with the almost
forgotten Middle English names Newemouth
(1286) and Niwemewe (1295-96) on the Suffolk
coast near Orford.> We also have a reference in a
Dunwich Inquisition of 1237 on the Rights of
Wreck along the Suffolk coast in which the Bail-
iffs of Orford “have Wrec in the name of the lord
king’s name in all the town of Orford, viz. from
the Ness to Newmore”.*

Map 1 - South-east Suffolk showing the border of
the Wicklaw and the places named in the text
(after Arnott 1950, 1952, Scarfe 1972).
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Looking at the extraordinary geography of this
part of the East Anglian shoreline, we can perhaps be more specific. The great shingle peninsula
of Orfordness, a magnificent example of what geographers call a cuspate spit, has grown some 10
miles (15 kms) southwards along the shoreline from Aldeburgh through the combination of wave-
action and longshore drift.” In so doing, the shingle has deflected the mouth of the River Alde, or
Ore, and later the mouth of the Butley Creek, ever further south, so that at the beginning of the



twenty-first century their combined waters reach the sea at North Weir Point opposite Shingle
Street. The implication is that the name Nyamododa arose as a result of the formation of a new river
mouth at some stage in the course of the general southerly growth of the spit.

However, the cuspate é)attern spit is a complex landform which has not necessarily grown steadily
southwards over time.” As it grew it would have become vulnerable to storms and thus liable to
breaching, especially at its narrow (‘distal’) end. When breached, a new river mouth would be
formed to the north of the distal point, as at North Weir Point in the storms of 1897.” Its develop-
ment is thus more complicated than might at first appear. Some of its history, however, can be
partly traced through the patterns of shingle ridges preserved in places along the spit, which mark
old shore lines.® For example, southwest of the lighthouse, near Stony Ditch Point,’ one series of
older shingle ridges can be seen to end and another of newer ridges begins. This shift in the pat-
tern of the ridges implies that the river mouth stabilised at this point for a time, which might have
been what led to the establishment of the haven of Orford,'’ and it is here that we may locate the
name Nyamoda.

George Arnott, the great historian of Suffolk’s estuaries, similarly deduced that the name (though
he preferred the Middle English form Newmere) applied here and that it came to be known as the
Crouch (see Map 2)."" This name probably derives from Old English criic, “cross”, as in the name
of the River Crouch in Essex.'? The implied standing cross no longer stands, but if and when it did

Map 2 - The Crouch as marked in a sixteenth- b = Olaf's hattles in
century map of the Suffolk coast from the time : B b il England

of Elizabeth I o - e Miaan S0
(British Library, Cotton MS Augustus 1.i.64)
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it  Map 3 — Young Olaf’s battles in England

could have functioned as one of the navigation markers for the approaches to river’s old entrance.
It might also be just possible that such a cross may have been associated with the cult of St Olaf."?

The date of the battle

We may reason from the order of the entries in The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle that the battle proba-
bly took place in 1011 or 1012. The Chronicle mentions attacks on London in 1009,'* which ap-
pear to coincide with Sigvatr’s verse praising Olaf’s tactical prowess in the breaking down of
London Bridge. This is said to have been Olaf’s sixth battle, when he seems to have been fighting
in the great ship-borne army led by the famous Danish general Thorkell the Tall."?



The Chronicle also describes a major battle on 5 May 1010 when Thorkell’s forces advancing in-
land from Ipsw1ch defeated the army led by the East Anglian general Ulfcytel.'® This battle, num-
ber seven in the verse-tally, is said by Sigvatr to have been at Hringmaraheior, “Ringmere
Heath”, and appears to have taken place south of Thetford at a place now called Rymer Point."”
Battle number eight was at Canterbury in 1011, when the city was taken and Archbishop &Altheah
captured.'®

The Battle of Nyamoda, number nine in the verse-tally, follows the fighting at Canterbury but is
not mentioned by the Chronicle. Some time after the murder of the Archbishop Zltheah at Green-
wich on 10 April 1012, Thorkell transferred his allegiance from the Danish king, Sweyn Fork-
beard, to the English klng, Zthelraed."” He took with him 45 ships and their experienced crews. If
Olaf’s ship was one of them, then his ninth battle, where he “bloodied English heads”, probably
took place before the martyrdom of the archbishop, perhaps earlier in 1012 or in the latter part of
1011.

The possible context of the battle

Having suggested a possible location and date of the battle, the next question is, why would there
be a battle here? The twelfth- century Liber Eliensis, “Book of Ely”, refers to the important estate
of nearby Sudbourne, which, “together with the charter for the land”, was held by a Danish %arl
named Scule in the 940s before it came into the possession of King Edgar (ruled 959-975).

The reference to Jarl Scule at Sudbourne gives us a rare glimpse into the lost history of Danish
power in East Anglia. Danish kings and jarls had ruled the old Wuffing kingdom of East Anglia
since settling here in 879, but in 917 the leading Danes of East Anglia accepted the overlordship
of the West Saxon king Edward the Elder and thus retained their lands, as Dr Lucy Marten has
shown.?! The entry for the year 917 (ms.A 921) in The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle makes clear that
the Danes also kept control of their military power, and that included that essential Viking war-
asset, their ships.

.. ond eal se here on East Englum him swor dnnesse,
.. and all the [Danish] army in East Anglia with him [Edward] swore oneness,
pat hie eal pat woldon paet hé wolde,
that they all that would do that he would do,
eall pzet fripian woldon pat se cyng fripian wolde,
[&] all that would protect that the king would protect,
sgber ge on s&, ge on lande.
either on sea, or on land..

... and all the [Danish] army in East Anglia swore union with him [Edward], that they would do all that that he
would will, & would protect all that which the king would protect, either on sea, or on land (my translation).

One of Jarl Scule’s predecessors at Sudbourne may have been among the leaders of East Anglian
Danes who as an entire army swore allegiance to Edward in 917.

Either way, the reference in the Book of Ely to Sudbourne’s “charter for the land” appears to refer
to its jurisdiction in the tenth century over the ancient territory of the Five (or Five and a Half)
Hundreds of Wicklaw, also known as the Liberty of St Etheldreda which appears to have been
originally the heartland of the old kingdom of the Wuffings.* Today, it might seem curious that
Sudbourne was once a centre of regional authority unless we bear in mind its relation to its sur-
rounding waters (see Map 2). To the south and west is the Butley River, leadrng inland towards
the former royal site at Rendlesham. This river and its tributary, the Fleet,** together would once
have made a fine haven, with a narrow entrance protected by the former island-fortress of Burrow
Hill, and enabling easy passage to the sea before the growth of Havergate Island and the shingle
spit of Orfordness across its mouth. To the north the ‘burn’ of Sudbourne runs into the River Alde
at the former island site of St Botulf’s famous minster founded in 654.>* The River Alde was one
of the main arteries of the ancient territory of the Wicklaw referred to above. It rises far inland



and flows round the northern and eastern sides of Sudbourne in a broad estuary, and provided an
even larger haven.”

All of this suggests that one of the reasons why Sudbourne was a centre of authority in the tenth
century was because its surrounding havens and its location by the mouth of an arterial river made
it suitable as a base for naval power. Similar strategic considerations can also be seen to have to
have led Henry II (ruled 1154-1189) to build his royal castle of Orford here in the 1160s.%

As to the question the Battle of Newmouth, we might now see that Thorkell the Tall and his fleet
raided the estuary in 1011 or 1012 because it was also then of strategic significance. If captured, it
would have provided Thorkell with a good base for further operations by land and sea against
Ulfcytel and East Anglia.

Conclusion

I have argued that the ninth battle in the career of prince Olaf Haraldsson, future king and patron
saint of Norway, named by Snorri Sturluson and Sigvatr Thordarson as Nyjamoda, “Newmouth”,
may be located, with more precision than has been previously realised, at the old river mouth near
the point on the great shingle spit of Orfordness known as the Crouch. I also reasoned from the
chronology of the entries in The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle which refer to the movements of the fleet
and army of Thorkell the Tall, with whom young Olaf fought, that this battle probably took place
almost exactly one thousand years ago in 1011 or 1012. Finally I suggested that the estuary may
then have had strategic significance as part of a naval anchorage belonging to the centre of author-
ity of Sudbourne and that this may have been why it became a target for Thorkell.

Dr Sam Newton
www.wuffings.co.uk

Postscript on the place-name ORFORD

According to Eilert Ekwall, the earliest form of the name of the town occurs in the Pipe Roll for
1163/4 as Oreford.*” Ekwall interprets this spelling as deriving from the Old English words, dra,
“border”, “bank”, or “shore”, and ford, “ford”, thus meaning, he suggests, “ford at the sea-shore”.
Looking at the landscape history of Orford and its estuary, this interpretation has always struck
me as odd. We can see from the surviving early maps that Orford once was at the mouth of the
river, but it is difficult to imagine that there was ever a ford across the estuary there.”® As nearby
Sudbourne appears to have been a centre of authority for the Danish nobility settled in East Anglia
(see above), an alternative possibility arises that the name might have been of Scandinavian
origin. If so, the suggestion would be that Orford was not a ford but a lowland fjord, like those in
Denmark.

Other examples of place names where the second element —ford has derived from the Scandinavi-
an -fjord would be Waterford and Wexford in Ireland.”” Similarly, the second element of the name
of the lost port at the mouth of the River Deben in Suffolk, Goseford, may be explained as deriv-
ing from the Old Norse fjorthr “fjord”.*
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A VANISHED TUDOR COUNTRY HOUSE AT BUTLEY

The aged Queen Elizabeth was still on the throne of England when, on a wintry day in 1601, John
Talbot at Wantisden Hall learned that his neighbour Robert Forth had died. Both men farmed their
acreages, but John was a tenant, merely renting his hall and land from Michael Stanhope who was
busy building himself a country house in the park at Sudbourne. The inventory of the contents of
Robert’s house compiled by four men that day bears John’s signature. Written in English on strips
of paper, it survives in Norwich Record Office for the reason that the will was proved in the Con-
sistory Court of the Norwich Diocese. It is an important document, vividly recreating the mansion
which Robert built when, some time after his marriage in 1562, he moved from Hadleigh to live at
Butley.

In the decades following the Dissolution of the monasteries (see Bulletin 7, page 15) there was a
boom in house-building by aspirational businessmen who bought up former monastic estates as
they came on the market. Robert had inherited his wealthy clothier father’s acquisition of a defunct
Augustinian priory and its core manors of Butley, Boyton and Tangham (Capel St Andrew). From
a survey made seven years before his death we know that Robert farmed more than three fifths of
the 5,300 acres himself. Much of it was heath, only suitable for grazing his 998 sheep, or for spo-
radic cultivation of rye of which 140 acres had been winter-sown at the time of his death. His dairy
-herd, his brood mares and working horses grazed on the 400 acres of marsh pasture he kept in
hand.

Today the site of Robert Forth’s mansion added to the east side of the monastic gatehouse is hidden behind a beech
hedge. Photograph the Author

Robert required a grand house to proclaim his status. He chose to build it in the north-east corner
of the walled priory precinct. Many of the buildings had already been demolished or converted to
agricultural purposes by previous tenant farmers; the barns they created from the refectory and
reredorter are still in use to this day. However, amongst numerous farm buildings there survived a
water-mill, a brew-house, a dovecote, a warrener’s lodge and an enormous gatehouse. This last
Robert incorporated as the north wing of his new house. Its passageway, blocked up 140 years lat-
er, formed the entrance to his best stables, whilst the present-day kitchen and sitting room were
used by him to store building materials and fodder.

Subsequently his grandson was forced by debt to sell off much of the estate and mortgage the rest.
In the early 18th century the mansion was described by a local historian: ‘Tis an old decayed and
irregular structure contiguous to the east side of the Gatehouse, having but one wing on the front



and a portal adorned with four pilasters of the Doric Order, two below and as many above, all of
freestone, as is likewise the Entablement. Over the door are the Arms of Forth... impaled with Gle-
mham...” (Hawes, 1712).

The inventory shows that there were 22 bedrooms. The main reception room was the Hall with its
large fireplace and walls hung with weapons. It was here that Robert held manorial courts and en-
tertained visitors and tenants. Family meals with his wife Frances, née Glemham, and 11 children
were taken in the Parlour, a big room with a bay window no doubt matching that of the main bed-
room. Despite being puritan, Robert lived well and had a reputation for ‘housekeeping’. The in-
ventory shows that turkey and goose, bacon, herrings, cheese, oysters and claret appeared on his
table. Silver as well as pewter is itemised. Hawes described the dining room [the Parlour]: ‘the
wainscot painted a copper colour adorned with fluted columns of the lonic Order with intercolum-
nar quadrangular panels on which are two small fluted pilasters supporting an arch in the centre
of which is a fleur-de-lis, the whole copiously gilded, the whole said to have cost not less than £50.
The ceiling has panels of crocket work and the windows have coats of arms in stained glass.’ To-
wards the end of his life Robert was increasingly strapped for cash, but resident staff included his
falconer, brewer, tailor and stonemason.

Left: Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich, built by Edmund Withipoll in 1548-50 on the site of an Augustinian priory.
Photograph the Author

Right: Engraving by Samuel Buck of Butley Priory gatehouse in 1738 before demolition of the derelict Tudor mansion
glimpsed on the left.

The avenue known today as the Clumps did not then exist and the new house faced east, ap-
proached through a pilastered gateway emblazoned with coats of arms both inside and out. The
track from the parish church crossed his large arable fields, and that from the south an old wood
pasture known as Home Park. The new gateway, like the house itself, was built of materials from
the estate: oak; bricks fired from clay excavated close by; masonry embellishments salvaged from
the priory ruins; and mortar from sand and rubble burnt in kilns. From Hawes’ description the
gateway resembled the inner elevation of the surviving gateway of Stutton Hall, built by Robert’s
friend, Sir Edmund Jerny, a few years earlier (Sandon,1977: pl. 76). The main entrance itself ap-
pears to have been somewhat similar to Christchurch Mansion in Ipswich which does survive.
Sadly the only representation is an engraving of 1738 showing one end shortly before it was de-
molished. Today there is no trace of the mansion above ground level.

Butley in Suffolk An Inventory of the goods and chattels of Robert Forth late of Butley in the County of
Suffolk Esquire deceased the day of his death made and priced by Francis Burwell gent., William Hur-
narde, Robert Mann & John Wyes, the 10th day of March 1600 [1601] as followeth:

In the Hall
First, 3 long tables, 6 forms and 1 livery Cupboard 20s
34 bills, 5 halberds and 3 lance staves



& 1 lighthorseman’s staff
£4
9 corselets, 2 Almoine Ryvetts & 4 pikes with the
Swords & daggers 3 Calmers with their flasks
& their butch boxes
15s
[form — bench; livery — ordinary; bill — curved blade on a
long haft; halberd — combined spear and battle axe;
corselet — piece of armour covering the torso; Almoine
Ryvetts/Almain rivets — flexible light armour; calmer —
stun gun, here with powder flask and ammunition boxes]

In the Parlour
1 long table with the frame & the Carpet thereunto
belonging of green broad Cloth, 2 livery Cup-
boards,
& 1 Square Table & 2 Carpets
£4
12 framed stools with needlework & 6 others
covered with cloth & 5 stools framed
40s
5 Chairs £3
1 long Cushion with needlework for a Window with
arms upon it

20s

6 Cushions with needlework 20s
4 Curtains and Curtain Rods for the Windows 30s
5 pictures and 2 maps £3
2 Coffers 10s

[carpet — in this period rugs usually covered furniture
and beds rather than the floor; framed — jointed; broad
cloth — fine, plain-weave, double-width cloth; arms —
coat of arms; coffer — casket, often with a curved lid]

In the Study adjoining

1 framed table & 1 Close Cupboard with boxes

& 2 old Chests, one Chair
40s
1 pair of Cobirons & 13 Casements of [ronwork

for Windows
5s
[close cupboard — one with doors; cobiron — support to
prop burning fuel on the hearth]

In the Room at the stairs foot
1 framed Short Table 5s

[This room invites comparison with the alcove opposite
the staircase arch in Seckford Hall (Sandon, 1977:181)]

In the Wine Cellar

1 Table & 2 forms & 1 pair of trestles 5s
4 stalls to bear wine & beer 10s
3 hogsheads of Claret wine £10
2 barrels of white herrings 30s
2 great sheets & 1 little sheet of lead 40s
Certain empty Casks 13s

[Table — loose top on trestles; hogshead — barrel
holding 52/56 gallons; white herrings — salted herrings]

In the Pantry
1 little framed table & 1 stool & 1 bread bin 5s

4 dozen Trenchers & a buttery basket 2 great livery
pots and 4 little livery pots

10s

3 Pewter Salts & 17 pewter Candlesticks 15s

[trencher — table plate or platter usually of wood; salt —

salt cellar]
Total £44 17s
Yet in the Pantry
1 basin, 2 ewers, 1 handbasin, 2 voiders with
a Chafing dish & 2 plates
10s
4 stone jugs & 5 leather jacks 5s
3 glasses 18d
2 keelers 12d

[Ewers of water and a basin provided hand-washing fa-
cilities before a meal; voider — basket for clearing left-
over food, plates and cutlery after a meal; chafing dish —
portable vessel with burning charcoal to heat food
placed on it; stone jug — of stoneware imported from the
Rhineland; jack — tarred leather bottle; keeler — shallow
tub]

In the Cellar under the Pantry

28 Casks & certain old keelers 40s
7 stalls to set beer on 5s

In the buttery Chamber
1 livery bed with furniture thereto belonging 20s

In the old Parlour
1 old Checker Table with the frame & Carpet
thereto belonging & 1 livery Cupboard with
the Carpet
40s
6 stools Covered with Cloth & 8 framed stools,
2 great back chairs 3 low Chairs, 1 small square
table with a form
40s
5 Cushions, 1 pair of Iron Cobirons, a fire fork
and fire pan
15s
Certain books 40s
2 pictures & 4 maps & a Curtain and a Curtain rod 20s
1 feld bedstead with a feather bed, a bolster, 2 pillows,
2 blankets & a Rug Coverlet with the mattress
& bedhead Covered with green Cloth
50s
[chequer table — inlaid in squares for games such as
chequers, also an aid in accounting; fire fork — used to
move logs on the fire; fire pan — brazier; feld/field
bedstead — portable bed for travelling]

In the Chamber over the Pantry
1 Posted bed & a trundle bed & 2 feather beds,

2 bolsters, 2 pairs blankets & 2 coverlets

& mattress £3
[trundle bed — low bed which could be stored beneath
another]

In Mr William Forth’s Closet
[second and under-age son, heir to the estate after Rob-
ert disinherited his eldest son]

In the Inner Chamber next my Lady’s Chamber




1 posted bed & a livery bed, 2 feather beds, 2 bolsters,
2 pairs blankets, 2 Coverlets
and 2 mattresses £3 6s

&d

In my lady’s Chamber
1 Posted bedstead with the Tester, valence of purple
velvet and Crimson damask purbolde with gold
with the Curtains and Curtain Rods, with a Cover-

let
of arras, 1 pair of blankets with a down bed, a
feather
bed, a mattress, bolster & 2 pillows £13 65
8d
A livery bed with a feather bed, a bolster & 2 pillows,
a pair of blankets & 2 Rugs & a mattress
f4
A long Cushion to set in the Window
1 great Chair embroidered upon velvet with satin
& 1 little Chair with a firepan & a pair of tongs
& a pair of Cobirons

10s

20s

1 Livery Cupboard with a Carpet 10s
[posted bedstead — four-poster; tester and valence —
canopy and pelmet; damask — fabric with a woven de-
sign; purbolde — with raised embroidery; arras — rich
figured tapestry originally made in Arras, France; great

chair — one with arms and a carved/panelled high-back]
Total £40 0s 10d

In the Green Chamber
1 posted bed with a tester & valence of Cloth of
Bodkin of green and green & gold with Panes
of Crimson and gold with Curtains and Curtain
Rods, 1 down bed, 1 feather bed, 1 bolster,
2 down pillows, a pair of blankets, a woollen
Coverlet with the mattress

£7
1 livery bed, a feather bed, a bolster and 2 down
pillows, a pair of blankets & a Coverlet

£3
1 Trunk and 1 old Chest & 2 boxes & 1 great

Chair, 2 little stools 8s
1 livery Cupboard with the Carpet 6s 8d
The hangings of Damask 40s

1 pair of Cobirons & a firepan, a pair of Tongs
and a pair of bellows
[bodkin — possibly drawn threadwork; panes — panels]

3s

In his own Chamber where he did lie

All his apparel £20
1 feld bed with a tester and valance & Curtains

& Curtain Rods, 2 feather beds & 2 bolsters,

2 pillows, a pair blankets, a Coverling &

an old mattress £5
1 livery bed, a feather bed, bolster, pair of blankets,

a Coverling and a mattress
20s
1 press, & a livery Cupboard, a carpet and a

Woollen Coverlet £3 10s
1 still & 6 Chamber pots and 2 little stools 13s
1 Trunk, a pair of Cobirons & a pair of Tongs 5s
4 petronellas and 4 pistols with their Cases £4
His Rapier & dagger, sword & Target £3 10s
2 basins, 2 Ewers 10s

10

2 dozen of dishes, 1 dozen sallet dishes, 2 dozen
platters
15s

[feld bed with tester and valence — clearly a very grand
travelling bed; still — stand; press=Ilarge cupboard
usually with shelves; chamber pot — commode;
petronella — carbine of large calibre used by mounted
men; target — small shield; sallet — salad]

In the Closet by his own Chamber
2 damask Cloths for board Cloths & 2 Cupboard
Cloths of the same work, 1 Towel of damask
work & eleven damask Napkins £3 6s

&d

2 diaper table Cloths, 3 diaper tablecloths
Cupboard Cloths, 2 diaper towels & 10 diaper
napkins

£10

3 long board Cloths of flaxeny cloth, 8 Cupboard
Cloths, 2 towels of flaxen cloth 5 livery Towels

& 6 dozen flaxen cloth napkins £4
3 pairs of holland sheets & 14 pillow beres & 2 pairs
of holland sheets £5

[board — table; cupboard cloth. Cloths and rugs were
used to cover furniture; diaper — woven with a diamond
pattern; flaxen cloth — linen; holland — top-quality linen,
originally imported from the Low Countries; pillow bere —
pillow case]

In Elizabeth Hurnard’s keeping

[from the context Robert’s housekeeper. With other

servants she was bequeathed 20 shillings. William

Hurnarde, involved in compiling the inventory, is likely to

have been her husband and Robert’s manservant]

5 hemping board cloths, 4 hemping towels, 5 hemping
towels, 5 hemping Cupboard Cloths, 4 dozen
hemping napkins & 11 Coarse board Cloths for
the hall, a pair of hemping sheets and 24 pairs of
coarse sheets

£14

[hemping — of hemp, grown and woven by his poorest
tenants into cheap cloth. Coarse board cloths for the hall
tables will have been used when he provided food for
tenants undertaking labour service when they were fed;
coarse sheets — no doubt reserved for live-in servants!]
Total £80 12s 4d

In the Maids’ Chamber
2 livery bedsteads, 2 feather beds & 2 Coverlets,
2 blankets, a straw bed & a mattress

40s
An old Press and 3 old Chests 10s
The stained Cloths by the Walls 20s

[Two or more maids are likely to have shared each bed;
stained cloths — imitation wall-hangings made by
painting cloth with designs]

In Mistress Anne & Mistress Dorothy’s Chamber
[the unmarried youngest daughters each left £300 in

their father’s will]
1 livery bed, 1 feather bed, 1 Coverlet & 2 blankets,
1 bolster & a pillow

30s



In the Nursery Chamber

1 posted bed, 1 livery bed, 2 feather beds, 2 blankets,

2 Coverlets, 2 mattresses, bolsters & the hangings

about the Chamber £36s8d
1 great Chest bound with Iron, 1 livery Cupboard,

2 skillets, a Candlestick, a hand basin, a Chafer,

a pair of Cobirons, a firepan, a Wicker Chair

& a close stool

20s

In Mr Reddrich his Chamber
[Thomas Reddrich, was a puritan pastor of Butley and
Boyton, appointed by Robert who gave him and his wife
board and lodging in the mansion for life ‘to give good
counsel to my sons’]
A posted bedstead and the tester, valence & Curtains
of saye

20s
[saye — fine serge cloth]

In Mr Osborn’s Chamber
[John Osborne of Harkstead Esquire, a trustee of the
estate, who had witnessed Robert’s will the previous
month]
1 livery bedstead & 1 livery Cupboard & the Doyn
Dornix hangings

40s
[dornix — heavy cloth originally manufactured in Dornai,
Belgium]

In the Gallery
2 Drums headed & Rynes for drums & a form 30s
[ryne — probably for ‘ryme’, a thin skin or membrane]

At the stair head by the new Chamber
1 Table with a frame 6s 8d

The little Chamber going up to the Parlour chamber
1 livery bed, 1 feather bed, a bolster, a pair of
blankets & a Coverlet & a mattress

30s

In the New Parlour Chamber
1 posted bed with the tester and valence with curtains
of red taffety and 1 down bed, 2 bolsters,
2 down pillows, a pair of blankets and a Covering
of Arras

£10

1 livery bedstead, a feather bed, a bolster, a pair
of blankets and a Coverlet of tapestry

1 livery Cupboard with a Carpet and 2 great Chairs,
2 small stools, a pair of Cobirons, a firepan
and a pair of Tongs

f£4

30s
A Window Cushion 10s
In the kitchen
5 spits, 2 dripping pans, 1 frying pan, 2 gridirons,
3 hakes with an Iron to hang them on, an iron grate
to boil on, 2 pair of pothooks, a butcher’s axe
and a Cleaver

40s
A pestle and a mortar 3s4d
4 brass pots 20s

3 kettles bound with Iron & bales, 3 skillets, 1 brass

pan, a skimmer, 2 ladles & a Colander 8s

A boiling brass Copper 30s
53 pieces of pewter, small and great 30s
5 flitches of bacon 25s

3 plank boards & a chopping block & 2 boxes for

salt, a basket, a bread grate, a keeler 2 Trays

and a Sestenn of lead
20s
[spit —long iron rod used to pierce meat roasted
horizontally in front of an open fire; gridiron —iron grill
with feet; hake — iron hook from which pots or kettles
were hung over an open fire; pothook — hooked chain
suspended from a bar in the chimney; skillet — cooking
pan with 3 feet and a long handle; copper — large tank of
this material; bread grate — grater; kettle — two-handled
open cooking pot; sestenn — cistern]

Total £409s 8d

In the upper larder
2 tables, 2 moulds and a keep, a pair of mustard

querns, & 4 shelves 13s 4d
1 Copper kettle 5s
1 oyster drag 3s

[moulds — decoratively shaped food was popular; querns
— stones used for grinding by hand; keep — small cup-
board; drag — trawl net]

In the nether larder
2 salting keelers, a stool, 2 planks and certain other
things 13s 4d
[salting keeler - large pan in which coarse salt was rubbed
into joints of meat to preserve them]

In the storehouse
1 stool with 4 feet, & certain of meal tubs & certain

old casks & an old hutch 4s
2 long shelves, 2 Wicker baskets, 2 flaskets & a

little maund, 3 vinegar bottles, 4 water glasses,

4 pipkins 4s
2 killets 2s
77 pieces of pewter, small & great 53s4d

[hutch — chest or cupboard; flasket — long shallow basket;
maund — basket; pipkin — handled small earthenware pot;
killet — for ‘skillet’?]

In the Washing house
2 kettles, 1 standing keeler, a trivet to set on a kettle
& 2 cobirons

20s
[clearly heating water in front of an open fire was the
main task; trivet — 3-legged metal stand]

In the backhouse

2 moulding boards, a bran Tub, a bread slaskett,
2 boulting hutches & a minging trough

10s
1 Cistern of lead standing in the yard [blank]
[moulding board — for shaping loaves upon; boulting
hutch — chest for storing sifted flour; minging trough —
mingling trough for kneeding dough]

In the brew house
1 Copper & the mashing vat, the Sweet Wort vat,
the keeler, the gildvat, 2 flets, the Dall,
8 hogsheads, 3 beer stalls, 7 keelers &
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certain small vessels £13 65 8d
[mashing vat — for malt mixed with hot water; sweet wort
— infusion of malt, before hops are added; flet — skimmer;
dall — stone slab]

In the Taylor’s Chamber
1 livery bedstead, a feather bed, a bolster, a pair of
blankets & a Coverlet

30s

In the Chamber under the Taylor’s Chamber
A livery bedstead, a feather bed, a bolster, a pair of
blankets & a Coverlet

30s

In another servingman’s Chamber
1 livery bedstead, 1 feather bed, a bolster, a coverlet

& a blanket
30s

In the falconer’s Chamber & one other Chamber
2 livery beds, 2 feather beds, 2 bolsters, 2 Coverlets,

& 3 blankets 53s4d
In the fremason’s chamber
1 livery bedstead, a feather bed and a bolster 20s
In the hopman’s Chamber
A livery bedstead, a flock bed, a Coverlet
& a blanket
26s
In the gatehouse Chamber
15 planks & 4 loads of freestone 40s
In the Chamber in the gatehouse
1 flock bed, a boarded bedstead & a Coverlet 6s 8d
20 loads of freestone in the gatehouse limekiln 40s
Another flock bed, a Coverlet & a bolster 3s 4d
5 shovels, 2 mattocks, 2 hatchets,
& 2 hooks 13s 4d

In the Warreners lodge
A livery bedstead, a feather bed, a bolster, a Coverlet
& a pair of blankets

20s
2 old hayes & certain Traps to catch vermin
1 Grindstone with the Iron Crank
2 flock beds & bolsters, 2 blankets
& 2 Coverlets

20s
3s4d

20s

Total £37 &d

Valerie Fenwick

References

In the Dairy
2 Cheese presses, a salting trough of planks & lead,

2 keelers, a Churn & a Cheese Tub,7 firkins &
barrels, 4 milking pails with Iron bails & a lardy
kettle of brass, a Copper of brass, hanged, an [ron

trivet and 2 little forms f4
5 Cheese vats & 3 bread, 2 Churns & 23 Milk bowls

& 14 keelers, a brass pan & 6 Cheese boards,

4 shelves, 5 Cup dishes & 3 earthen pots
£3
5 Combes of grey salt 25s
25 Cheeses, 3 Cades of red herring, a great Tub,

& 2 hundred of hops £6
2 Sieves & 3 old tubs 20d
80 Combes of Rye £40

More in the second Chamber

21 Combes of Rye £20 10s
20 Combes of Wheat £15
10 Combes of Barley & Malt £5
1 Screen for Corn 10s
18 Combes of malt, a pair of lardy scales with an Iron

beam, 103 quarters of leaden Weights, &

a half hundred of Iron Weights £10

10s

[comb —measure equal to 4 bushels; firkin — small barrel
holding 8-9 gallons; grey salt — impure salt made by the
evaporation of brine, probably on the marshes; cade —
measure of 720 herrings; red herring — smoked herring;
hundred — hundredweight]

The Plate of all sorts

2 bowls of the great sort, 3 lesser of bowls of the

lesser sort, a silver jug, graven with a Cover,

2 silver tunns, 12 silver spoons, a great gilt

salt, a lesser gilt salt, a little gilt salt & a gilt

Casting bottle £214s
[silver tun — drinking vessel; casting bottle — perforated
container for sprinkling sugar or spice over food]

In the Closet within her Chamber

A Dansk Chest, 1 Trunk & 3 small boxes 13s
[dansk — of spruce imported from the Baltic]
Certain Timber and Riven pale in the yard 40s
In the great barn in Rye, threshed

& unthreshed
£25
In the little barn, in Barley & hay £12
The hay in the hay house £6
The hay in the gatehouses 10s

Inventory: Robert Forth (1601) — NRO PROB INV 17/24

Will: Robert Forth (1601) — NRO 238 Force, 128

Agas, R., 1594, Survey of Butley, Boyton and Tangham — BL Egerton 2789B
Hawes, R., 1712, History or Memoirs of Framlingham and Loes Hundred — IRO microfiche

Sandon, Eric, 1977, Suffolk Houses. Baron Publishing, Woodbridge
For a detailed historical and geographical context, see Fenwick, Valerie & Harrup, Vic, 2009,
Untold Tales from the Suffolk Sandlings. Butley Research Group. www.butley-research-group.org.uk
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SIR MICHAEL STANHOPE’S MANOR HOUSE:
THE NEW STABLES

Information about the life of Sir Michael Stanhope (birth date unknown, died 1621) is not easy to come by'.
In the late 15" century he amassed land holdings in this area so that by 1600 Sudbourne once again be-
came the centre of a huge estate and resumed, albeit in a smaller way, an importance it had not had since
the 10" century (see Sam Newton’s article on pages 3 & 4, above). This lasted until 1918 when the estate
was broken up. This article (a fuller version of which, entitled Coralline Crag, is to be found in the Pro-
ceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History Vol XLI, Part 4 (2008) p 497), and the follow-
ing one, shed some light on just two aspects of Stanhope’s activities at Sudbourne.

Stone from Orford Castle

The view of Orford Castle which appears on the estate map commissioned by Sir Michael Stan-
hope ¢1601 from John Norden, the cartographer and surveyor, is the clearest and most complete
depiction of the castle which we have. It shows the stone-built curtain wall with towers which
once surrounded the keep. The next pictures we have of the castle, engravings from the late 18"
century (see for example Bulletin 13, p8), show that by then the curtain wall had almost complete-
ly disappeared. The final section fell in 1840. It has long been surmised that the walls, containing
valuable dressed stone, were seen as a ‘quarry’ by Stanhope and subsequent owners, who sold it to
people wanting building materials. Now we have documentary evidence that at least some of the
stone from the castle was reused by Stanhope himself and that he exploited pits of the other build-
ing stone available on his estate, the corraline crag.

Sir Michael Stanhope’s bailiff’s accounts for Sudbourne in the year 1606 are to be found in the
Suffolk Record Office. At this time new stables at his house named Chapmans were being built,
using crag from Sudbourne, bricks from Chillesford, with the carpentry being supplied by Richard
Brady of Butley. Thomas Hughes, the bailiff, also recorded that over 50 loads of stone were gath-
ered within and about Orford Castle for the ramming of the foundations of the new stable’. The
- - - gatherers were paid two
[ = - pence a load, whereas the car-
— riage to Chapmans cost eight

pence. Reference to founda-
tions ‘from the cow house to
the brewhouse’, also made
from gathered stone, appears
later. Earlier entries, for dig-
ging crag, were for ‘for the
building of the new stable’,
and presumably not just for
the foundations.

Emmeline Rope’s watercolour copy
of Norden’s picture of Orford Cas-
tle.

New Orford Town Trust / Orford

Museum

The bailiff was from Flint-
shire in north Wales, and his

CASTRI ORFORDENSIS IN unfamiliarity with local
i T f _ speech is revealed by his first
:O RIEN I = EM PROSPE CT VS, entry under the heading of the

new stable. He wrote
‘Makinge of an awtar as they terme it’, and recorded five shillings paid to John Wincke for clear-
ing his pit. A further ‘awtar’ was made by two other men at Wincke’s pit, for which they were
paid twenty pence’.
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Crag and chill pits

Wincke’s pit can be seen on Norden’s map near Crag Farmhouse to the east of Sudbourne Church.
Norden shows the pit by a series of dots, and it lay within Wincke’s copyhold of about ten acres.
In the schedule, part of his survey, Norden wrote, ‘In this is a quarrie of stone’. Samuel Palgrave
earned ten pence a day for 25 days digging, and William Barnes and others carried nearly 200
loads to Chapmans, earning ten pence a load. These entries suggest that the digging of crag from
this pit was intermittent, therefore requiring some clearance of grass and plant growth.

Apart from the coralline crag pit in Sudbourne, which was the copyhold of John Wincke, Norden
records other such pits in Orford and a “chilpit’ nearby. The Sudbourne pit was marked by dots.
The other pits are not so delineated, unfortunately. Edward Sawre held half an acre, marked by the
letter ‘O’, ‘near the stone pits’. William Goltye’s two acres, marked ‘A’ on the map, were in ‘a
close by Chilpits’, and John Copping’s two acres, marked ‘A’ and ‘B’, were ‘near the Chilpits’.
Thus the coralline crag pit was probably where the present overgrown pit is beside Doctor’s Drift
close to the junction with Daphne Road, and the ‘chilpit’ was on the site of today’s house named
Shellpits. ‘Chilpit’ does not appear in any dialect dictionary, but in the same way that ‘sheep’ was
pronounced ‘ship’, so ‘shell” might be pronounced ‘shill’, hence ‘chil’. It would therefore be a red
crag pit, rather than a stone pit’. Thus the name of the present house appears to be entirely correct!
The name ‘chill pitt” goes back at least to the reign of Edward VI, when it was part of an abutment
on a lease.

Sir Michael Stanhope’s stables at his manor house, Chapmans (which is also shown on Norden’s
map with the name it later came to have, Sudbourne Hall), are not the handsome brick stables now
converted into houses at Sudbourne Park. The buildings forming the present Courtyard almost cer-
tainly date from a later rebuilding of Sudbourne Hall in 1784 by the architect James Wyatt for the
Earl of Hertford®. If, as seems likely, the house and stables were rebuilt on the same footprint as
the earlier house, the stone from Orford Castle will still be there beneath the newer buildings,
trees and lawns.

Vic Harrup

Notes

1. For Bulletin articles mentioning Sir Michael Stanhope, see Bulletin 5, pp1-2 (‘Chillesford Lodge: a nine-
teenth century model farm’ by Edward Martin) and Bulletin 6, at pp11-12. (‘The search for the hospital of

St Leonard’ by Jane Allen).

2. No dictionary or book of Suffolk dialect can shed any light on this word which would seem to be a term
of art associated with working with stone. Any suggestions from readers would be welcome.

3. See John Potter’s article in Bulletin 4, p 4 (‘Some observations on Orford Castle’) for information about
the characteristics of the local crag.

4. See Jane Allen, The Wallace Connection, Orford Museum,, 2008, pp 21, 23.

References

Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich): Manor of Sudbourne rental 1606, ref. V5/18/10.1.

John Norden’s Survey of the Estates of Sir Michael Stanhope, ref. V5/22/1 and EES5/11/1.
Lease from the reign of Edward VI, ref. EE5/6/89.
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SIR MICHAEL STANHOPE’S MANOR HOUSE:
AN ITALIAN MASTERPIECE IN THE SERVANTS’ HALL

Amongst the sculpture to be seen in the Wallace Collection is a high relief white marble Head of
Christ in a circular frame said to be by, or after, Pietro Torrigiani, the Florentine sculptor who
lived from 1472 to 1522.

The Wallace Collection (in Hertford House, Manchester
Square in London) does not contain as many works on reli-
gious subjects as some art galleries. This is because the
collection reflects the taste of the Marquises of Hertford
(particularly the 4™ Marquis) and Sir Richard Wallace and
is particularly strong on works from the 18" century
French court where, it must be said, beauty, opulence of
materials, skill and craftsmanship (sometimes giving an
impression of frivolity and prettiness) were esteemed
above improving subject-matter.

Head of Christ by Pietro Torrrigiani. Trustees of the Wallace Collec-
tion

The presence of the uncharacteristic exhibit, the Head of Christ, invites an explanation. The story
told in the Wallace Collection Catalogue volume on Sculpture by J G Mann (published in 1931) is
a surprising one:
‘Sir John Murray Scott stated that Sir Richard Wallace found this piece in 1871 set up over
the chimney piece of the servants’ hall at Sudbourne Hall, Suffolk, and that he had it brought
up to Hertford House and placed in the great parlour (now Gallery III)’.

Sir John Murray Scott was secretary to Sir Richard Wallace (1818-1890) and one of the founder
trustees of the Wallace Collection which was given to the nation under the will of Lady Wallace,
who died in 1897. Sir Richard Wallace (the illegitimate son of the 4™ Marquis of Hertford) was
brought up in France, but in 1871 came to live in England. He purchased the Sudbourne estate and
the lease on Hertford House from his father’s second cousin who had become the 5™ Marquis.
Wallace had inherited his father’s family art collection and a great deal of money. He used the
money to make further acquisitions for the collection and he also made many improvements to the
Sudbourne estate'. He was a great connoisseur and his delight at the discovery of the Torrigiani in
the unexpected surroundings of Sudbourne Hall, which had been used by the earlier Marquises
solely as a sporting estate, can be imagined. A connection with Sir Michael Stanhope is pure sur-
mise, but not beyond the bounds of possibility.

Pietro Torrigiani was a pupil of Ghirlandaio in Florence at the height of the Italian Renaissance. A
fellow pupil was Michaelangelo. The story was told that the two students got into a fight and that
Torrigiani broke Michaelangelo’s nose. Torrigiani later worked in Rome, Bologna, Siena and Ant-
werp before coming to London. He was commissioned to make the funerary monument to king
Henry VII and Elizabeth of York for the newly-built Henry VII’s chapel at Westminster Abbey.
Work started in 1512 and was completed by 1518. It is a stunning piece of work — according to
Pevsner’s Buildings of England ‘the greatest monument of the early Renaissance in England’?. Tt
opened the eyes of the English to the new taste. Again, to quote Pevsner, ‘Even the combination of
materials, black marble with a white top slab, was unfamiliar’. There are ‘pilasters... decorated
with candelabra shapes, wreathed figure medallions, winged putti ... classical lettering on the side
and six medallions with standing figures’. The Gothic style stood no chance after that. Torrigiani
was commissioned to make more royal and other monuments in England, including a monument
in the Rolls Chapel in Chancery Lane. He then moved to Spain where he fell foul of the authorities
and died in the Spanish Inquisition’s prison in Seville. A decade later came the upheaval of the
reformation and dissolution in England®. In 1539 the monasteries were closed and their contents
dispersed. During the reign of king Edward VI (1547-53) shrines, paintings and religious images
were destroyed, or removed from churches. A half century or so later, when passions had cooled a
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little during the long reign of queen Elizabeth I, and the Renaissance style was firmly established,
Sir Michael Stanhope could have acquired the Head of Christ by the esteemed Italian master. The
market in antiquities must at that time have been awash with such items. The head, apparently,
very closely resembles one in terracotta from the Rolls Chapel monument and may have come
from another tomb*. We know something of Stanhope’s taste because he had his monument, which
still stands in Sudbourne church, designed and made before his death in 1621.

The Stanhope tomb in Sudbourne church. Photographs the Author

The use of black, white and coloured marble, the classical columns and lettering, the putti and ro-
settes, all point to an admiration of Torrigiani’s work. One can imagine the Head of Christ in a po-
sition of honour in one of Stanhope’s parlours in Sudbourne Hall. It is equally easy to imagine
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how later owners (the

Viscounts Hereford and then the Earl of Hertford) may not have found the piece so pleasing as
they relaxed and entertained their friends after a day’s shooting, and decided to relegate the bust to
the servants’ quarters where the melancholy gaze of Christ would be an improving sight for the
staff.

Jane Allen
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Notes

1. See Jane Allen, The Wallace Connection, Orford Museum 2008, especially chapters 3 & 4.

2. Simon Bradley and Nikolaus Pevsner, The Buildings of England, London 6: Westminster, Yale Universi-
ty Press, 2003, pp 180-81.

3. See Bulletin 7, p15 (‘The English Reformation and the Dissolution of the Monasteries’).

4. J G Mann, Wallace Collection Catalogues: Sculpture, London, the Trustees of the Wallace Collection,
1931, pp 2-3.
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The Editor welcomes contributions or suggestions for articles for future issues.

These should be relevant to the history of Orford and district, and may be personal reminiscence,
reports of recent publications, courses and conferences or pieces of original research (for which
references to sources should be provided). She reserves the right to select and edit the material for
publication but any editing of chosen items will be carried out in consultation with the contributor.

Contents of Bulletins published to date:

Issues 1 — 6. Autumn 2003 — Summer 2006 Copies are available price £15

‘Consolidated reprint containing the first six issues of the Bulletin, 82 pages + index

Issue 7 Autumn 20062006 Copies of Issues 7 — 10 may be purchased at £3 a copy
Danger — River Ore by John Anderson

The town centre properties of John Stile, son of John Richmond of Gedgrave by Margaret Cronin

The Buckle family of Orford at a time of religious change by Vic Harrup

Some Orford characters by Doreen Longhurst

More Orford characters by John Anderson

Issue 8 Spring 2007

Oyez! Oyez! Sam Smy, town crier by John Anderson

Recollections of Mrs H Smy of Orford by Jane Allen

The making of a gentleman by Vic Harrup

The Broom: rabbits and the loss of a sailors’ path by John Anderson

Issue 9 Autumn 2007

Two Orford port schemes of 1813 and 1836 (Part 1) by Margaret Poulter
A Land Girl at Garden House, Sudbourne Hall by Valerie Murrell
Castle House, Orford by Richard Roberts

The Orford Electric Light & Power Co Ltd by John Anderson

Issue 10 Spring 2008

Elizabethan flood defences on Orford Ness by Valerie Fenwick

Polo at Chillesford by George Gardiner and John Anderson

Two Orford port schemes of 1813 and 1836 (Part 2) by Margaret Poulter

Issue 11 Autumn 2008 Copies available at £5 a copy
Special 40-page World War II Issue containing 14 articles

Issue 12 Summer 2009 Copies of Issues 12 - 13 may be purchased at £3 a copy
Iken pottery and the Chambers family by Gillian Bryant

Note: Iron Age coins found near Wickham Market by Valerie Potter

Another Orford Wallace connection by Jane Allen

George Culham — ‘“The noted smuggler’ by Vic Harrup

Note: Victory in 1945 by Jane Allen

Issue 13 Winter 2009
The Atlantic Wall in Sudbourne by Brian Boulton
Journey to the Edge by Vic Harrup with botanical note by Julian Potter

- Growing up in Orford in the 40s and 50s by Salle Eke

Or ford Museum: recent acquisitions by Margaret Poulter

Orders to Jane Allen (Bell House, Quay Street, Orford, Suffolk IP12 2NU)
with a cheque payable to Friends of Orford Museum. Please add £1 postage for the
consolidated reprint and 50p for individual issues if they are to be posted.
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