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A PLOT OF LAND IN ORFORD

Before the house

On the copy of the 1601 John Norden map made by Emmeline Rope showing the centre of Orford
one plot seemed familiar. The occupier was a Richard Copping: he and John Copping, relatively
recent arrivals in the town, occupied a number of central sites in Orford at that time. The plot was
situated at the corner of Ferry Road and Rectory Road and was exactly the same shape and size as
the plot on which our house, Corinthians, was built in 1906.
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Sketches of the plot.
Left: from the Norden map of 1601, superimposed on the modern road layout:
the land was later called Bridwell/Bridle Piece, then Rectory Field.
Right: from the title deeds of 1961: plots 198 &199.

Mingays and Ropes

There had been no building on this land during the intervening 300 years and it had probably
passed through several owners. The Tithe Map of Orford of 1838 shows it as Plot 149, known as
Bridwell Piece, and listed as arable land owned by George Mingay. George Mingay was a mer-
chant and ship-owner and lived at Quay House. George Thomas Rope worked for him from the
age of thirteen, later becoming his partner, trading as Mingay and Rope. He was the second of the
three Rope brothers who all played an important part in the commercial and municipal life of Or-
ford In 1844 he married Ann Pope from a farming family in Blaxhall and moved there, transfer-
ring his shipping business to Iken Quay.

By 1900 the plot was owned by George Thomas Rope, now described as a retired farmer living at
Blaxhall. In March 1906 he leased the plot for 99 years to Mrs Mary Scrutton, wife of Percy
Scrutton. It is described as “All that piece or parcel of ground formerly known as Bridle Piece
and then as Rectory Field” and consisted of about 1.8 acres. According to George Thomas Rope’s
will, his executors would be able to sell the freehold after his death, but although he died in 1912,
this was not effected until 1920.



Whitewings on the river (Orford Museum)

The first occupants

The house was built on the leasehold land in 1906. It had a separate brick garage and according to
Humphrey Rope it housed the first privately owned car in Orford. It also had a large wooden shed,
built like a beach hut. This was presumably the boat house as Percy Scrutton was a keen sailor. He
owned a Whitewing called The Buzzard. This class was introduced by Mr A E H Wood of Sud-
bourne Hall and sailed from the Hall’s boathouse, now The Pavilion. The house was called The
Corinthians, presumably from sailing connections rather than anything Greek.

Mrs Scrutton with Bruce the pony: With Bruce the pony in the orchard: Ducks in the orchard: all ¢1925
(photos from Nigel Sheffield’s collection)

The house itself was quite small, with two good reception rooms, two large bedrooms and accom-
modation for a servant above the kitchen/scullery areas. (Upstairs this end of the house still has



Lizzie (the maid) in white apron with Mrs Scrutton in the garden: Walter Murrell (?the gardener):
View from Mrs Scrutton's bedroom: all ¢1925
(photos from Nigel Sheffield’s collection)

lower doorways.) The garden extended as far as Rectory Road and some of the fruit trees and
paths with box hedges can still be seen. Mrs Scrutton also kept a pony and some ducks in this or-
chard area. She left her mark on the house by having her initials MS inscribed in a brick by the
front door. Mary Scrutton died in February 1936, some years after her husband. By her will of
1926 The Corinthians was left to her niece, Noel Read. Assent for this had to be obtained from her
two sons, James Herbert Scrutton and Claude Alexander Scrutton, described respectively as
‘retired Shipowner’ and ‘retired Manager’, so presumably already well provided for.

Retired from Gedgrave

In November of that year Noel Read sold the house to Thomas Arkle, previously a farmer from
Carrick in Northumberland, who was retiring as tenant farmer of Gedgrave Hall. He had lived
there with his two sisters since 1915. The elder, Anne Isabella, had died in 1935, but the younger,
Sarah Helen, moved with him. They renamed the house “Carrick” and made some alterations, ex-
tending the drawing room and kitchen areas.

Left: Carrick ¢1938 showing extensions replacing earlier window.
Right: The bungalow (Orchard Way) being built on Plot 198 in 1961
(Robin Harper’s collection)



A photograph of the house was sent to the Museum by one of the Friends, Robin Harper. His par-
ents were both in the Royal Flying Corps in the First World War, his father stationed on the Ness
and his mother, a driver and mechanic, was based at the premises which later became Friend's Ga-
rage. She was a doctor's daughter from Northumberland and spent much of her spare time with the
Arkles at Gedgrave. The Harpers married in 1921 and continued to visit Orford with their family
even after the Arkles had moved to Carrick. The photo confirms the evidence of the brickwork
that the drawing room was almost doubled in size and that the kitchen was slightly extended at this
time. Some readers may remember the interior of the drawing room from a wartime photograph
showing Nurse Baker supervising First Aid practice at Carrick. It was used in one of the Mu-
seum’s calendars.

From the Ministry of Information series of propaganda photographs entitled ‘Invasion Village’ taken in Orford
in 1941. The caption reads ‘One of the homes in the village has become the local First Aid Post. Here, during a
practice session in front of the fire in the front room of the house, we see Nurse Baker taking the pulse of the
‘victim’ whilst Mrs Thompson and Miss Arkle (daughter of County Councillor Arkle) prepare the treatment’.
Miss Sarah Arkle was in fact the sister, not the daughter, of Thomas Arkle (Orford Museum)

The plot divided

Thomas Arkle died in May 1952 but his sister Sarah went on living at Carrick until shortly before
her death in August 1961. The sale of the house took place in February 1961 and was handled by

his solicitors in accordance with Thomas Arkle's will. It was at this time that the plot was divided.
Plot 199 held the house and .605 acres of land and this was purchased by the Trustees of the mar-

riage settlement of Mrs Trollope, the mother of Viva Brady. Mrs Trollope took possession in Feb-
ruary 1961 and immediately changed the name from Carrick to Orchard Cottage.



In April her architect received permission for an extension to the house and building works were
carried out between June and October of that year. Besides the single storey sitting room filling the
space between the kitchen and the garage there were extensions to the garage and the end bed-
room, conversions of a pantry off the dining room and an upstairs dressing room to bathrooms and
a downstairs cloakroom added. This was because more space was needed to accommodate her
daughter, Viva Brady, widowed with three children: she would have the upstairs and the new sit-
ting room while Mrs Trollope would have the drawing room and the old dining room with its new
bathroom as her bedroom.

All change in Ferry Road

In the meantime the other part of the original property (Plot 198) had been purchased by Isabella
Wales, the wife of one of Thomas Arkle’s solicitors. In 1961 a bungalow (now called Orchard
Way) was built there. In 1964 this was sold to Mr Groves who had lived in Millfield House with
his family. His wife had died and he wanted a smaller house. This exactly coincided with Mrs
Trollope’s need for more space in order to make provision for her son and family. She moved
across the road into Millfield House, making further extensions there.

Corinthians once more

The later history of the Corinthians site is simple. In 1964 Mrs Trollope's trustees sold the house to
Mrs Dora Roberts (no relation to Richard Roberts' family) who was previously living at Walnut
Tree Cottage (next to the Castle). She was obviously a keen gardener and there are still seven Or-
ford Flower Show prize cards in her name pinned up in the garden shed. After 10 years the house,
now once more called Corinthians, was sold in October 1974 to Mr & Mrs R Bizzey They sold it
to the Potters in February 1987 and they have lived there ever since.

More divisions and different uses

The story of the old orchard plot is more complicated. After the death of Mr Groves in 1974 his
family sold the bungalow (Orchard Way) to Mrs P A Ives, the wife of a retired local doctor. It was
then rented to the local doctors for use as the Orford Surgery. The Groves family seem to have re-
tained half of this plot (on the corner of Rectory Road - now Walnut Corner) as this was not sold
until July 1976. Proposed plans for a bungalow on that site exist dated May 1975 but these were
considerably modified. The builder and developer Mr Sorrell built the bungalow, and it was pur-
chased by Ineka Gelders in 1977 who named it Orchard Corner. She remembers the old fruit trees
in the garden — apple, plum and quince — and the view from the dining room across the fields to
Aldeburgh. She married Kenneth Heslop in 1982 and moved to his house in Daphne Road. The
bungalow was bought by Clem and Judith Lister who changed the name to Walnut Corner.

In the meantime Dr & Mrs Ives wanted to move to Surrey and wished to sell the surgery site and
bungalow. The Trustees of Orford Surgery were set up and purchased the property in June 1980
and it remained a surgery until 1989 when the new purpose-built one was able to operate in Rec-
tory Road. After remaining empty for nearly a year the old surgery was purchased by John and Sue
McAdam in February 1990 when the existing garage was rebuilt and a two-storey extension was
incorporated with the bungalow.

Valerie Potter

With thanks to Jane Allen and Margaret Poulter for pointing me in the right direction; to Nigel Sheffield for
allowing us to use photographs from his family album; to Robin Harper for the photo of Carrick and the
bungalow Orchard Way and information about his parents; to Orford Museum for the use of various pho-
tos; to Sue McAdam for information on Orchard Way and details of the Groves family; to Ineka Heslop
(who has now moved back to her native Holland) and Judith Lister for information on Walnut Corner, and
to Charmian Baker for the family reminiscences of the Arkle family.



MEDIEVAL FRATERNITIES IN THE PENINSULA

Gilds or guilds?

It is the convention for rural fraternities to be described as gilds to distinguish them from the trade
or civic guilds usually associated with cities or large towns. During the Middle Ages, gilds were
important in the lives of men and women both religiously and socially. They came into being es-
sentially to provide support in adversity for members whilst they were alive, and to remember
them in prayer after death. Money was raised by means of a small joining fee paid by members, at
church ales and other social events, bequests, and the annual feast. Few gilds had their own chap-
els or employed their own priests. They generally held their services at particular altars in the par-
ish church and their feasts and celebrations also took place in the church. Towards the end of the
15™ century it was decreed that the church building itself was not a suitable place for (quite possi-
bly rather raucous) social events, so some gilds built a gildhall for the latter activity, often on a site
close to the church. Evidence for the existence of gilds may be found in contemporary documents
and particularly wills, because wealthier members often made bequests to their gild. A national
survey of gilds was made in 1389, but it is only fragmentary, and the returns describe gilds in only
13 places in Suffolk, although it is known that many more existed. Likewise, when gilds were sup-
pressed in 1548, those that had already ceased to function or had no property to be seized, re-
mained unrecorded.

Every gild had its patron saint, often the one to which the parish church was dedicated. However,
since many parishes had more than one gild, other saints, or the Trinity or the Cross, were vener-
ated. On the feast day, members would attend mass, bells were tolled, the bede-roll naming de-
ceased members was read and then the feast took place, perhaps with musicians to entertain. When
the death of a member was announced, the gild gathered at his or her house and processed to the
church carrying the gild banner, the cross and lights. After the funeral, alms would be distributed
to the poor who were in attendance.

In the Peninsula, within the triangle between Woodbridge, Orford and Bawdsey, there were gilds
at the extremities and at Butley in the centre, drawing membership from the surrounding villages.
Woodbridge, Orford (which had two gilds) and Bawdsey all had medieval markets, and Butley
(also with two gilds), with its large Priory, would also have been a place for economic activity. In
this respect, the Peninsula and the southeast of the county were different from much of Suffolk in
that, whereas the western half and the northeast had gilds in nearly all parishes, in this area gilds
were centrally positioned. Breckland in the northwest contained one or more gilds in nearly every
parish, so sparseness of population was not the explanation.

Butley

According to the late Peter Northeast’s chapter on parish gilds in An Historical Atlas of Suffolk’,
the Butley gilds were centrally placed to serve members in Butley as well as adjoining parishes.
Peter kindly provided me with transcripts (and translations) of the pre-1500 wills for Butley, Capel
St Andrew, Boyton, Chillesford and Wantisden. They date from 1445. The gilds dedicated to the
Holy Trinity and St John the Baptist (the patron saint of Butley church) first appear in Butley wills
in 1449, followed by wills dated 1453, 1454, 1459, 1460, 1462, 1465, 1472, 1473 (twice) — ten
wills out of a total of 17. Capel wills date from 1445 and the gilds are mentioned in 1453 and
1458. Boyton wills date from 1442, when one of the Butley gilds is mentioned, but none thereaf-
ter. Wantisden wills begin in 1445 and the gilds are mentioned in one will dated 1451. There are
virtually no wills for Gedgrave and Chillesford before 1500, although one Butley gild was the
beneficiary of a 1453 will made by an inhabitant of Gedgrave. An Eyke parishioner, who died in
1450, let money to both Butley gilds, and in 1449 a Tunstall woman bequeathed 6s 8d to Butley’s
St John’s gild. Bequests were usually of money, barley or malt (presumably for making ale and
beer), and occasionally an animal such as an ewe.



The church of St John the Baptist, Butley (photo by Richard Quarrell)

One will, that of John Strik dated 1453, describes the two Butley gilds as ‘of ancient foundation’.
So the evidence from wills is that these gilds existed from 1449 to 1473, a mere 23 years, although
‘ancient foundation’ suggests that they went back before the birth of John Strik. Most likely they
were of late 13™ century foundation. The need for gilds did not end in 1473, although pressure for
their social activities, such as feasts and ales, to be held somewhere other than the parish church
may date from around that time. Perhaps funds could not be raised for a gildhall and the gilds
ceased to function. In 1484 a Butley parishioner asked to be made a ‘brother of the chapterhouse
of Butley (Priory), and the reward they shall have I put to the discretion of Alice, my wife, she to
reward them as she thinketh best for my soul and hers’. This sounds like a provision for prayers
for the souls of the deceased and his wife in the Priory, replacing the gild ceremonies in and
around the parish church. The Priory would certainly have the facilities for the secular practices of
gilds, so perhaps Butley Priory did just that for a while. However the end of requests for member-
ship of the fraternity after 1484 suggests that this also came to an end about this time.

Bawdsey
There seems to have been only one gild in Bawdsey, dedicated to St Anne. This gild is mentioned
in three wills, between 1447 and 1512.

Orford

The gild of St John the Baptist

Bequests to one Orford gild, dedicated to St John the Baptist, appear in wills between 1426 and
1495. However, apart from the earliest will, that of John Osbern, rector of Sudbourne and Orford,
the others date from 1482. They are dated 1482, 1487, 1489, 1490 and 1495, the latter also being
that of a rector of the two parishes, William Dakke. We know that there was a statue of St John the
Baptist in the Lady Chapel of Orford church (John Freer, in his will of 1520, asked to be ‘buried in
the chapel of Our Lady within the parish church of Orford before St John the Baptist’), so it might
be presumed that the gild would hold its services there. However there was a separate chapel of St
John the Baptist in Orford which may have been used by the gild. Money and property were left to
the chapel in nine wills between 1426 and 1531. The chapel was associated with, or part of, a
‘hospital” of St John the Baptist, one of two hospitals in Orford®. It is tempting to think that the



Fourteenth century seal matrix found in Orford in 2009 and impression, showing the head of St John the Baptist
and with the inscription CAPUT: JOHANNIS — see St Matthew ch 14, vv 3-12; St Mark ch 6, vv 17-29.
Diameter 18mm. (Orford Museum. Photo by Richard Quarrell)

chapel was located in the field called St John’s Chapel Field, between Rectory Road and Ferry
Road (behind the plot of land discussed in Valerie Potter’s article on p1, above). This name may
however mean only that the field was once the property of the chapel. James Coe, Orford’s first
mayor, died in 1591 and left property to his grandson, James Beversham. This included ‘6 pieces
of land, viz. 4 in a close called the Beacon close by the said Castle Green, and the remaining two
on the N.W. side of the way from Gedgrave to the late dissolved chapel of St John Baptist in Or-
ford, near the said Beacon Close.’ This seems to imply that the chapel may have stood quite near
the castle and that the ‘way’ in question was either the Gedgrave Road or (more probably) the
footpath north of it’. After gilds, chantries and monastic houses were abolished in 1548, their role
as providers of relief and shelter for the sick and the poor, and some of their property, was taken
over by the civil authorities. In 1604 the Corporation of Orford owned St John’s chapel. A lease
was granted of ‘The house called le Chapell howse of the dissolved Hospital of St John Bapt. to a
carpenter for seven years at the annual rent of 33s. 4d.” At the expiry of that term another seven
year lease, this time at a rent of 40s., was granted to Amys Cordy, a labourer. In 1618 William
Blanchflower took a two-year lease at 46s. 8d.* It is reasonable to suggest that the house could
have served as the gildhall. The feast day of St John the Baptist is 24 June (Midsummer’s Day)
and a fair was held in Orford on that date from 1256 until the late 19" century.

Fourteenth century seal matrix and impression of the fraternity of Corpus Christi, Orford. Diameter 45mm.
(Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service, on loan to Orford Museum. Photo by Richard Quarrell)



The gild of Corpus Christi

There is no evidence from wills that there was a Corpus Christi fraternity in Orford. However, a
fine Corpus Christi seal matrix, on loan from Ipswich Museum, may be seen in Orford Museum.
Two articles were published about it in the 1870s, one saying it was found in the sea at Orford
Ness and the other at Southwold.’

The Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries has this description:
“This seal, which dates from the fourteenth century, may be thus described:-
It is circular, 1% inches in diameter. Under a wide three-foiled arch with shafts terminated by
crocketed finials is a large shield bearing the instruments of the Passion, viz., the cross be-
tween two scourges erect in base, the upper limb ensigned with the crown of thorns, a nail
inserted into the end of the transverse and lower limbs, all surmounted by the reed with the
sponge, and the lance in saltire. A kneeling figure on either side of the arch.
Legend,
+ S’ COE FRAT’NITATIS [GYLDE?] CORPIS XPI; and over the shield ORFORD’.

A merchant’s gild was founded in 1256 in Orford®, and this may have been the precursor of the
Corpus Christi gild”. At that time the newly-created town around the royal castle was flourishing,
and it continued to do so for at least another 150 years. Its prosperity declined thereafter, and it is
possible that the gild ceased to function as trade declined and fewer merchants used the port to im-
port and export their wares. Thus this gild was analogous to the trade guilds of Ipswich and Bury
St Edmunds, rather than the rural gilds of Butley and Bawdsey. It seems likely that the fraternity
ceased to exist early in the 15" century.

A Corpus Christi gildhall?

Evidence that a gildhall possibly existed in Orford comes from the 1531 will of Thomas Hamonde.
He left his wife ‘my tenement in Bridge Street [now Quay Street], lately gild’, although this might
mean simply that the property was a former asset of the gild. In 1589 when Walter Brabye made
his will he lived at a house comprising the tenements called Hamondes and Cockerells®
(presumably the same property). In 1601 when Norden’s map of Orford was made, John Ball oc-
cupied Cockerells (the Hamonde name having been dropped by then) and the property may be
seen, opposite the southern end of the old Friary wall, numbered 50. It is roughly where the house
called Rose Cottage stands today.

The Instruments of the Passion in Orford church.
Left: A shield on the west side of the arch into the porch. Right: Angel bearing a shield on the bowl of the font
(photos by Richard Quarrell)



Detail from a copy made by Emmeline Rope of map 28 of John Norden’s survey of 1601 showing 25 and 50
(New Orford Town Trust/Orford Museum)

In a number of Suffolk villages (for example Fressingfield and Eye) the gildhall was situated next
to the church gate. This leads one to wonder whether the house next to Orford’s church gate
(Church House) was a gildhall. The 1601 Norden map shows a building, numbered 25, on the site.
The house was examined in 2002 by John Walker of the Suffolk Historic Buildings Group. Al-
though it is considerably older than its relatively plain exterior with a later bay window on the
front would indicate, on stylistic grounds it appears to be from the first half of the 17" century, af-
ter the gilds had been dissolved and after the date of Norden’s map. So the very most that can be
said is that perhaps there was a gildhall on that site in the 15" century. Another possible candidate
is the building on the other side of the church gate, now the Kings Head. Both buildings overlook
the churchyard and afford views of the church porch which bears an Instruments of the Passion
shield and the southwest corner of the church containing the former chapel where the font, also
decorated with an Instruments of the Passion shield, stands. Perhaps this was the gild chapel for
the Corpus Christi gild.

Vic Harrup

Notes
1. David Dymond and Edward Martin (eds), An Historical Atlas of Suffolk, Suffolk County Council,
3" edition, 1999, p74
2. William Page (ed), The Victoria History of the Counties of England: Suffolk, Constable & Co. Ltd,
1907, Vol 1, pp 139,140. Hospitals were not just for tending the sick. The destitute, the widowed
and orphans could be cared for in such institutions. For an article about the Hospital of St Leonard
by Jane Allen, see Orford & District Local History Bulletin Issue 6 (Summer 2006), p9.
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3. Will of James Coe in HWB Wayman, The Monumental Inscriptions Remaining in the Church of St
Bartholomew at Orford in the County of Suffolk, The English Monumental Inscriptions Society,
London, 1911, p10. Although James Beversham was alive in 1601 and his properties are shown on
Norden’s map of Orford, it is not possible positively to identify the land in question.

4. Register of the Acts of the Corporation of Orford from 1579-1662, Suffolk Record Office
(Ipswich) cat no. EES5 2/2.

5. Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries, 1871, p66; Proceedings of the British Archaeological
Association, 1875, Vol XXXI, p94.

6. ‘Municipal Corporations in Suffolk’, 1835, ref.qs 352, in Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich).

7. The feast of Corpus Christi (the feast of the Body and Blood of Christ), which commemorated the
institution of the Eucharist, was instituted in 1230, but observance did not become widespread until
the 14™ century. The celebration was held on the first Thursday after Whit Sunday.

8. An inscription around the base of the font in Orford church tells us that it was the gift of John
Cockerell and his wife Katherine.

Sources
Wills referenced IC/AA2 from the Archdeaconry of Suffolk registers to be seen at Ipswich Record Office,
others are either Norwich or Canterbury wills.
Bawdsey — IC/AA2/37, ICAA2/111 and IC/AA2/287
Tunstall — IC/AA2/160
Sudbourne and Orford (1426-1495) — IC/AA2/3/9, IC/AA2/3/47, 1C/AA2/3/97; Norwich 146 Hyrmyng,
Norwich 36 Typpes; Canterbury 29 Vox (PROB 11/10); (1531) Norwich 265 Palgrave
Butley — all IC/AA2/ except Norwich wills. Refs: 1/80, 1/141, 2/34, 2/49, 2/69, 2/150 and 2/242; Norwich:
177 Aleyn, 6,7 Hubert and 13 Hubert
Capel St Andrew — IC/AA2/1/112, IC/AA2/2/18
Boyton — IC/AA2/1/48
Wantisden — IC/AA2/1/89
Gedgrave — IC/AA2/1/136
Eyke — IC/AA2/1/52

Information about Church House and the Hospital of St John the Baptist and its chapel was provided by
Jane Allen.

For background reading about gilds see Eamon Duffy, The Stripping of the Altars, Yale University Press,
1992, Chapter 4 ‘Corporate Charities’, ppl41-154 ‘Gild and Parish’.
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An article by R A Roberts (see Bulletin 17, pp17-21) published in the
East Anglian Daily Times, Wednesday, December 28, 1932

IN THE SPACIOUS DAYS AT OR FORD

LINKS WITH SIR RICHARD WALLACE OF SUDBOURNE HALL
(by the Claviger of the Orford Town Trust)

Orford half a century ago in its outward aspect, its streets, and buildings, did not differ much from
what is to be seen there today. True, then there stood on the Market Hill the Town Chamber, cen-
turies old, but exciting little admiration from the architectural point of view; cleared away in 1900,
leaving the present open space; and true, too, on the opposite side of the Market Hill, facing the
site of the Town Chamber, now stands in place of cottages the new Town Hall, with far more ac-
commodation inside for concert or whist-drive, or the like, but as to its fagade, not likely to move
the onlooker to admiration, any more than the ancient Town Chamber did — perhaps less. Apart
from these two changes, and, it may be, the better condition of the surface of the streets, Orford
now is changed scarcely at all from Orford as it then was.

On the left is seen the ancient Town Chamber of Orford, with the White Hart Inn on the right

But as regards the social aspect, the conditions under which the inhabitants had their being, were
governed and controlled, the change is perhaps as great as it possibly could be. It was then a bor-
ough, ancient in its history, with a standing of its own, governed by a Mayor and Corporation; hav-
ing its Recorder and Town Clerk and Serjeants-at-Mace and other functionaries; its fortnightly

12



Court of Sessions, its gaol in Broad Street — so easy of escape from by way of the chimney in the
night time for fruitful fishing in the river, and so easy of return by the same route on the occasion
of these expeditions before the arrival of the gaoler in the early morning; and many other dignified
and interesting features. Now it is a mere outlying item of the area of administration of County
Council and District Council, but, indeed, with a Parish Council of its own, all to itself, whose
powers, as is well known, are not extensive. Still, so much of self government is still retained.

In another and most important respect, the change is equally great. There was then an active power
other than the borough corporate, closely connected with it, also ancient in its character, which
might be said to have in effect the status of over-lord of the town and district — a power resident in
the Lord of the Manor of Orford, dwelling in Sudbourne Hall. Fifty years ago that power was Sir
Richard Wallace, step-brother of the fourth Marquess of Hertford, who had preceded him at Sud-
bourne Hall, to much of whose wealth he succeeded. There are those among the old inhabitants of
Orford at the present day who will affirm that, small as money wages then were, in essentials peo-
ple were not worse off. In Sir Richard’s day there was little unemployment. Sudbourne Hall had its
immense staff of indoor servants, its forty gardeners, its seventeen stablemen, and five livery-men,
and its twenty-three gamekeepers. And its supremacy was undisputed.

The mention of gamekeepers leads directly to the main subject of this article. On the wall of the
large chamber of the Town Hall hang three paintings of ‘shoots’ arranged for the pleasure of Sir
Richard and his guests, in which the gamekeepers and their assistant beaters prominently appear.
The peculiar local interest of these paintings lies in the fact that they are wholly realistic, in no
sense imaginative; the landscapes are of the country in the neighbourhood of Orford; the figures
portrayed are portraits, recognisable portraits, of then living persons, mostly belonging to the town
and neighbourhood.

In this picture the artist shows the Yarn Hill scene, with the keeper’s welcome to Sir Richard Wallace.
[see detail on front cover]

The paintings are the work of a French painter Alfred de Caen, who acquired no fame. Cynical
observers have remarked that the nationality of the painter is obvious, seeing that in one of the
pictures he has given to the attitude of the head keeper welcoming Sir Richard a pose as unreal and
unnatural to the Suffolk Englishman, much as he may have revered Sir Richard, as was possible to
imagine.
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The first of the paintings in the order in which they hang upon the wall, reproduced in the present
number of the East Anglian Daily Times, was painted in 1874, and has for the scene Yarn Hill with
the prospect of Iken and Aldeburgh beyond. The central figure is, of course, Sir Richard Wallace,
welcomed on to the ground by the head keeper, Harmer. Immediately behind Sir Richard is a cer-
tain General Keene, and looking over the shoulder of the General, Mr Edgar Disney of the Hyde,
Ingatestone, Essex, elected Portman of Orford in 1873 and Mayor in 1875. His son, Mr Edgar Nor-
ton Disneys, is also in the picture. To the left of Sir Richard stands, it is thought, the Rev. C. Pick-
thall, then rector of Chillesford. With Lady Wallace, just descended from the pony carriage, is her
son Capt. Wallace. Other identifications, even at this distance of time, of humbler members of the
company have been made, and more will be made, it is hoped, as a result of further inquiry, but
they will have little interest outside Orford itself. It is intended eventually to place beneath the
paintings skeleton plans identifying the figures for all time, so far as that can now be done.

A partridge shoot on Newton Broadway. For two different interpretations of this picture see Jane Allen, The Wal-
lace Connection, Orford Museum, 2008, p 38 and Valerie Fenwick and Vic Harrup, Untold Tales from the Suffolk
Sandlings, Butley Research Group, 2009, p 62

The second picture, latest executed of all three, is dated 1880, and is staged in Newton Broadway,
at the back of the town, as ancient a way (and in Orford and its district all ways are ancient) as any
there. It is a section of a broad, grassy path of many miles which may be said to start from Sud-
bourne ferry, continuing along Sudbourne Broom, past Sudbourne Church, along Queen Esther’s
Grove, Newton Broadway, Gedgrave Broom, and Gomer Drift to Butley Ferry, a charming walk
on, preferably, a Spring or Autumn day, so far as it is open to the pedestrian. In the painting —
which is not reproduced with this article [but which is reproduced in this Bulletin article] — in the
far distance on the left is the lighthouse and the ancient mill, of which the name and site now alone
remain. Continuing along the skyline is to be seen another of the old mills which has now disap-
peared, and on the right is the Castle. These landmarks absolutely identify the spot at which the
shooting is proceeding. The figures, comparatively few in number, are less easy to identify than in
the other paintings, except as regards the loaders, who are said to be unmistakeable. Sir Richard
may be there on the right, and possibly Mr John Murray Scott, his secretary. The scene is that of a
business-like shooting day, on the practical — not ornamental — side.
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The luncheon preparations in the park of Sudbourne Hall

The third painting, of date 1876, is of a scene as far removed in character from the last described
as it could well be. Here, if, as is probable, the morning had been spent from an early hour in
strenuous walking and shooting over heavy ground in pursuit of game, the hour is now to be de-
voted to the consumption of lavish provision. The luncheon table has been laid in the park of Sud-
bourne Hall, in view of the house through the trees. Sir Richard is on the extreme right, seated at
the corner of the table. Todd, the butler, busily engaged in carving, almost at his elbow. Seated in
front of the table, in a white overcoat, is Mr Disney, again a guest. The figure without a hat, seen
in shadow to the rear of Grimwood, the groom, holding the horse’s head, is Mr William Toller,
who, the last Mayor of Orford when it ceased to be a borough, lived there to a patriarchal age, and
died in 1927, a nonagenarian. Lady Wallace is in the act of descending from the victoria, again
squired by her son. The lady with her is thought to be a French friend, who hitherto has not been
recognised. The Rector of Chillesford and Mr John Murray Scott are in the group nearby.

Whether or not these paintings are great works — and expert opinion seems to say that great they
are not — their permanent local interest and value are undoubted. That they may have a wider and
more public interest also is indicated by the fact that the authorities of the Wallace Museum have
thought it worth while to acquire photographs of the paintings for exhibition there.

R.A. Roberts

Note
Text, pictures and captions (except the illustration on p14) are all from the 1932 newspaper article. Eighty
years later, the Victorian sporting paintings, still hanging in the Town Hall, are rather more appreciated as
works of art. It is good to be reminded of their social and historical significance.
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NOTES AND QUERIES

I Working in Elliotts shop in wartime

The articles about shops in Orford in Bulletin 17 prompted this contribution from Mrs Myrtle
Mutimer:

I was born at 7 Millfields in 1928 and am the youngest and only remaining child of Billy Brinkley
(the undertaker) and sister of the late Ettie Partridge. The others were Millie Goddard, Annie Ash-
ley, Harold (Gol) Brinkley and Charlie Brinkley, the eldest son.

After leaving Orford school at 14, I worked at A J Elliott & Son until I married, with just two short
breaks. Eileen Denny worked alongside me. After Dick Elliott went into the RAF, Mr Elliott had
to do the ‘rounds’ taking orders to customers in Sudbourne, Iken (before the battle area), Chilles-
ford and Butley. This left Mrs Elliott to oversee the shop and Miss Pryke (her sister) to keep the
household fed and cleaned.

We had rationing then of course, also the other important foods were on ‘points’ and ‘coupons’, all
of which had to be cut from ration books when goods were served and counted at the end of each
month. Sometimes we couldn’t get them counted during work hours so Eileen and I took them
home to count on Sundays. These coupons were used to buy in further stocks. Our working hours
were 8.30am until 6pm or until all orders were ready for delivery the next day. Wednesday was
early closing, 1pm, but very often it was 3 o’clock before the orders were complete, Wednesday
being the day when most people seemed to want their rations. My wages were 10/- (50p) per
week. My first job each morning was dusting three low shelves of Marmite, Bovril etc. I disliked
dusting then, and still do.

The most devastating time was the air raid at 8 in the morning on 22 October 1942 — going to work
to find houses flattened and knowing friends from school and customers had been killed and to
have folk coming in to tell you, as one friend did, ‘They’re still digging for Dougy [Smy]’, who
was his brother and was on leave from the forces.

At the shop much of the food was on the floor and the jam was broken on the stairs (it was stored
on shelves just at the top of the stairs). I well one remember one elderly customer walking through
all the rubble on the Market Square for his rations at the exact time (8.45am) he did every week as
if nothing had happened on that dreadful morning.

Peter Chambers (who died a few months ago) was errand boy for the shop, his brother Cyril
worked with the baker (Stanley Boast) and because they started work at 8 o’clock they had already
left their house and were saved. Their two younger brothers and sister were killed and mother seri-
ously injured but made a remarkable and unexpected recovery, thankfully.

Everybody who could, attended the funeral of the thirteen victims — a truly terrible time for all
who lived in Orford at that time.

I can remember most of the people referred to in the article by Charlie Underwood. I left Orford
when I married in 1947.

For other articles on the Orford air raid, see Bulletin 11, pp23-28.

II The British Restaurant

Roger Hipwell wondered where the picture of Orford’s war-time British Restaurant had been
taken. Shortly after his enquiry Brian Boulton found the following item from the Leiston Ob-
server of 6 September 1941:

‘British Restaurant Opened. When Mr W. Ross Taylor, Member of Parliament for the Wood-
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bridge Division opened a British Restaurant at Orford School on Monday, he explained that one of
the main ideas was to ensure that wives and mothers had enough to eat, as they had been in the
habit of giving their rations to their menfolk and children. The Orford Restaurant, he explained,
had created a precedent in that it was not being started primarily to feed “bombed-out” people, but
to get a feeding organisation into working order in case of trouble of any kind which would disor-
ganise normal channels of supply. It provided for country folk that which townspeople had, some-
where away from home where they could eat for a change, which was important psychologically
from the housewife’s point of view.

The Restaurant is to be run by the W.V.S. for the Deben Rural District Council, and will be open
on four days a week, the most convenient days having been decided by a ballot amongst the in-
habitants. Mrs. Giles is in charge and she and her helpers supplied a well-served and appetising
meal to the opening company for ninepence. School children will be fed if their parents wish it,
also casual workers temporarily employed in Orford. Meals may be taken home if desired.

Many of the vegetables grown by members of the Orford Gardening Club, an organisation which
has been cultivating waste land in the village, will be used at the centre.’

The British Restaurant in the Orford School canteen from the ‘Invasion Village’ series of photos taken in 1941. The
caption reads ‘A group of children enjoy a meal in the village communal kitchen, or British Restaurant, in Orford.
This purely functional venue has been brightened up with several bunches of flowers.” (Orford Museum)

See Bulletin 11, p8 for another picture of the British Restaurant and the Gardening Club.
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