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THE ORFORD NESS STORY UPDATED

Editor’s note. In 2010 Most Secret: The Hidden History of Orford Ness was published by The National
Trust and The History Press. The author, Paddy Heazell, is one of the National Trust’s volunteer guides on
the Ness and also a Friend of Orford Museum. The appearance of the book prompted many people to come
forward with additional information about the 80-year period during the twentieth century when the mili-
tary establishment on Orford Ness was responsible for an astonishing series of developments in weaponry
and defence systems. Paddy has used the new material to write an update which we are delighted to pub-
lish in this issue of the Bulletin. Even those who have not read Most Secret will find this an interesting an-
thology of episodes from the military history of Orford Ness.

Introduction

When I first started my researches on the story of Orford Ness, I was made very aware that to rush
into print would be a mistake. There was still so much we didn’t know that we would constantly
be playing ‘catch up’. A prematurely produced book would always be finding itself out of date.
Against this argument was the inescapable fact that much of our information came from people
who had worked on the site, and the cull by ‘the grim reaper’ could not be ignored indefinitely.
The outcome has therefore been a compromise. The intention has been that my book, Most Secret,
would inspire people to emerge with new material. This has worked as intended, and a corrected
first edition, also to appear in an ebook format, is the result. However, I am in no doubt that this is
not the end of the matter, and in due course a completely new edition will be necessary. In this
article I focus on the material which has come to light since I completed my first draft in June
2010 and which I have been able to insert into the revised text.

World War I

An early response to the publication came from someone who is unfailingly helpful to Orford
Museum. Robin Harper, a member of the Friends of the Museum, was mentioned in the last
Bulletin (Issue 18, page 4). Both his parents served in the RFC. I wrongly attributed to his father,
‘Bertie’ Harper , a skill he did not possess: he was not a pilot but an observer and an expert on
bombs and bombing. I had suggested that it was somewhat profligate to risk expensively trained
pilots by sending them out to investigate unexploded bombs. In fact, this was an essential part of

his job.

RFC personnel on Orford Ness (Orford Museum)



The Inter-War years and the development of radar

It is always both exciting and rewarding when a visitor appears on the Ness bearing gifts —
material which either we knew nothing of, or which confirms things of which we were already
aware. One such happened when the son of Sir A H Mumford offered us copies of the research
documents drawn up by his father, a GPO research scientist at Dollis Hill, north London. In 1932,
confidential if not exactly secret work was being conducted on the impact of aircraft overflying
radio transmitters. A ‘beat’ was noted on VHF signals and the conclusion implied was that
transmitters should not be located near airfields. Arnold Wilkins, Watson Watt’s key assistant,
refers obliquely to this when in 1934, he was consulted on the problem of long-range detection of
enemy aircraft. He was aware of the Dollis Hill research. We now have a copy of that research
work, corroborating Wilkins’s recollections.

Two pieces of information have reached us from Holland. The first comes from a radio and
electronics engineer who has made himself exceptionally well informed about work being done
on the Ness during the 1930s. He provides telling evidence that Watson Watt’s radar team used a
hut no longer standing for their transmitter in 1935-7, confirming our suspicion that we have been
mistaken over attributing the still standing so-called Regimental Institute for this purpose. His
other suspicion concerns the use to which the Black Beacon (referred to as a maritime navigation
beacon) was put after the rotating-loop beacon apparatus was closed in 1934. While the radar
team did not use it directly, it may well have been used for directing the aircraft involved in those
early trials. I have more research to do here.

World War 11

The other piece of information has reaching us from Holland concerns perhaps the last aircraft to
land safely on the northern airstrip on the Ness. It was a Dutch 4-seater civilian aircraft, flown by
a 39 year-old Jewish pilot, escaping from Schipol airfield in the nick of time, just as German
troops arrived to capture it in May 1940. The plane was used by the RAF during the war and
dutifully returned to Holland in 1946. The refugee pilot, Justus Heymans also survived the war.
The sources of information for this dramatic escape are of course in Dutch and I am getting a
translation. Mr Heymans certainly returned to Holland in 1946 and became a highly successful
salesman, but we don’t have any record (yet) of what he did during the war.

My story reveals a number of great characters, none more so than corporal ‘Jeep’ Livesley, who
as a crack gunnery expert, shot down an enemy aircraft flying low over the Ness in 1943 — and
was summarily arrested for breaking station regulations. (The secrecy of the station was breached
if there was any evidence of offensive or defensive weapons). His success meant that the charge
was withdrawn. He was clearly a remarkable man. One of my greatest pleasures has been to meet
his daughter, now living in Rendlesham.

The 1953 floods

One serious error in editing occurred over my description of the repair work done following the
great flood of 1953. Contraction of the text led to confusion over the identity of the two men
leading the repair work. The RAF squad was under an officer, Fl. Lt. Ted Roberts, operating from
Orford. In Aldeburgh, Bill Roberts (no relation) directed the East Suffolk and Norfolk River
Authority team. These were distinct and very differing operations. Correcting the implication that
these two Roberts were one and the same was important; Bill Roberts sadly died not so long after
Most Secret was published but I was able to reassure him that this was indeed a clumsy error; I
was not suggesting that he had joined the RAF.

The Cold War era

‘Need to know’ has been a constant factor in the Ness story, often explaining why so little
information has come to light. A visitor to the Ness recently described how, as part of the aircrew
of an experimental Short Sperrin jet bomber, dropping nuclear weapons for ballistics tests in late
spring 1953, he was not permitted even to look out of the aircraft windows to see the bomb being



dropped. Another correspondent explained that so secret were trials that those involved within a
single building had no idea what their colleagues in a neighbouring room were up to. And of
course, behind all this still lies the enshrouding grip of the Official Secrets Act. A number of folk
feel to this day that what they did should never be revealed and their experience would therefore
go with them to their graves. One (ex-Military Policemen) explained that he was writing his story
down, to be bequeathed to the archive of the National Trust. Meanwhile, he remained mute: he
didn’t wish to ‘jeopardise his pension’! While I cannot imagine that there are many secrets the
revelation of which these many decades later would threaten national security, one cannot but
respect any individual’s decision to abide by the terms of the Act.

Some startling revelations nonetheless have been forthcoming.

The pagodas

A recent visitor was prepared to describe over the phone his role as a member of an SAS detail
employed to act as a special escort for small nuclear mines being transferred from Aldermaston for
vibration testing in the Ness labs. During the coldest era of the Cold War these weapons were
being prepared for deployment at every strategic road, rail and river bridge to thwart any expected
Russian invasion of West Germany. They were tested in the pagoda labs for safety against
accidental detonation. No corroborating evidence has so far turned up to support this story. I have
a suspicion that we may expect no written record to come to light; but I have no reason to doubt
the truth of my informant’s information.

The pagodas, February 2012 (photo Jennifer Hall)

I had always assumed that the pagoda labs were built to test the American designed WE177
bombs, smaller and more lethal substitutes for the British Blue Danube, using more advanced
vibration technology. I was wrong. A senior engineer involved in the design and construction
of the pagodas revealed to us that they were intended for testing the safety of the British
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile, the Blue Streak rocket. Work began on building the labs in
January 1960. Within three months, the whole programme was cancelled. The labs’ use was
hastily altered to testing bombs.
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Cobra Mist
It has been particularly rewarding to make contact with people whose connection with the Ness,
albeit brief, was significant and whose identity was completely unknown.

I was contacted by David Nicholas who questioned the impression I have given that transporting
material and equipment to the Ness by sea and unloading across the beach was too uncertain to be
considered. I was wrong. Nicholas was a captain in the Royal Corps of Transport and proud
commanding officer of the tank landing craft Agheila. He made no fewer than eight trips from
Landguard Fort, Felixstowe to the shore opposite the Cobra Mist site during the late summer of
1967, ferrying up to 300 tons of heavy vehicles and building material on each trip. I was right to
suggest that autumn and winter weather made such trips quite impossible, and Nicholas’s duties
took him elsewhere after this original assignment: he never returned to the Ness, except as a
visitor. An expert model builder, he has a superb model of Agheila at his Dorset home. I was able
to locate a press photograph of his ship unloading onto the shore.

The landing craft Agheila beached at Orford Ness, October 1968
(courtesy East Anglian Daily Times and Ipswich Star)

Other sources of information have been family members of those who worked on the Ness. Enid
Flint’s husband was a leading technician with the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment,
involved at a high level with tests at the Ness, and selected to be an AWRE observer at the
Christmas Island nuclear bomb trials. Like so many highly qualified engineers, he stayed on at



Orford, transferring to the Cobra Mist project. Len was such a key figure that he was invited to
explain to the local MP what had gone wrong with this project when it was summarily closed in
June 1973. The very next day, he had a ferocious heart attack and died. I knew of Len, but had no
idea of the significance of his role or the tragedy of his end until I had met his redoubtable widow.

Stony Ditch

Several correspondents have died since I embarked on this project. Happily some of our prime
sources are still with us. Notable here is Bert Smith, to whom I have been able to turn for
corroboration — or otherwise — of tales that have come my way, or mysteries that remain
unresolved. The identity of the wing of a bomber, most probably a Lancaster, with its fuel tank
clearly visible, still stuck in the Stony Ditch mud, is a case in point. Smith has recalled a hitherto
unmentioned trial after the war to test a means of creating a spray of shrapnel to bring down
aircraft. Was this wing part of this trial?

Enduring secrecy

Orford Ness has been a truly secret site. Over recent months this has become increasingly evident
to me as I read round the subject. To this day, very few people outside the immediate environs of
east Suffolk have any idea of its importance or the part its ‘boffins’ played in the great conflicts of
the last century. A remarkable example of this ignorance is evident in perhaps the most significant
book on World War II scientific intelligence, Most Secret War, the autobiography of Professor R
V Jones. He fails to make reference to any work being done on the Ness, despite the fact that he
was involved from 1936 in radar research and met many of the significant figures in the radar
story. His job was primarily related to RAF needs, as indeed was work on Orford between 1915
and 1993. One might deduce that he knew more about German research than about British!

Time for a memorial?

This lamentable lack of appreciation of the role played by the Ness men and women, service and
civilian, prompts me to feel that it surely deserves to be placed on the same footing of recognition
as Bletchley Park. The memorial to the code-breakers of Bletchley Park was unveiled by the
Queen in 2011. How about the Orford Ness memorial to mark the 100™ anniversary of the War
Office purchase in 1913, and the 20™ anniversary of the National Trust acquisition?

Paddy Heazell

Note

*_In a letter to the Bulletin editor (October 2010) Robin Harper wrote: ‘The two mentions of my father [in
Most Secret] reveal that he was called Bertie Harper, presumably a nickname he acquired on the Island: his
Christian names were Frederic Arthur, but the family knew him as Tim, his elder brother being Thomas
(Uncle Tom).” He also provided this information about his parents:

F A Harper (1888-1969), son of a Warwickshire village headmaster, won a place at King’s College,
Cambridge, graduating with first class honours in Natural Sciences in 1909. After some time in industry, he
enlisted, probably in 1915, and was commissioned Lieutenant in the RFC. He spent a short time at Farnbor-
ough then went to Orford Ness doing experiments, especially on munitions and aerial photography. He was
promoted Captain towards the end of the war. After demobilisation he worked for English Electric, ICI and
the LMS railway, retiring after the railways were nationalised in 1949.

His wife Constance Mauleverer (née Robson) (1894-1986) was the daughter of a doctor in Alnwick. She
learned to drive in 1911 and drove her father around. Early in WWI she drove taxis in Newcastle before
joining the RFC. She was sent to Orford as a driver/mechanic, based in what later became Friend’s Garage.
She and Frederic Harper were married in May 1921.

We are very grateful to Robin and to his sister Anne Butters for supplying this, and much other, information
and some wonderful photographs.



FROM THE ROPE ARCHIVE:
EMMELINE ANNA ROPE - AN OBITUARY

The Rope collection of documents, photographs, prints and drawings, press cuttings and other
items was deposited in Orford Museum in 2006 for sorting and listing prior to being deposited
with Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich.

The collection came to light following the visit of Bertram Rope to the opening of the museum in
Orford Castle in April 2005. Bertram and his sister Pippa Marson, are the children of the late
Humphrey Rope of Orford, nephew of the local artist Emmeline Anna Rope. Bertram had
collected a large number of documents, photographs and other material from various members of
the Rope and related families and was concerned about their ultimate destination. Wearing my
archivist’s ‘hat’, I subsequently visited Bertram to look at these papers, which resulted in my
returning in a car loaded with the equivalent of ten large archive boxes containing all the material
relevant to the Orford and Blaxhall areas, a fraction of the total.

4

Quay House, Orford, home of the Rope sisters until 1904 when they moved to The Gables.
Watercolour by Emmeline Rope, 1880s (Orford Museum)

Before the ‘urgent’ again took precedence over the ‘important’ as far as the museum was
concerned, I compiled draft lists of the first two boxes, and there matters stood for almost four
years. Having at long last completed the detailed list (all fifty pages!), the collection has been



deposited for safe keeping in Suffolk Record Office where appropriate facilities are available for
storing such vulnerable archive material. Copies of items relevant to Orford and the surrounding
area are held by Orford Museum. The collection contains a wealth of information on the Rope and
related families, with some unexpected gems including a number of 18" century documents,
‘strays’ from the Orford Borough records. It is hoped to produce notes on these and other interest-
ing items in subsequent issues of the Bulletin.

This first ‘bite’ concerns Emmeline Anna Rope, whose artistic talents will be familiar to many
Friends of the Museum from former museum exhibitions, calendars and Christmas cards.

Emmeline Anna was born in 1856, the second of three daughters of Edward Rope of Quay House,
Orford, described as Brewer and Corn, Coal and Spirit Merchant, and his wife Emma Elizabeth
(née Crisp). Her sisters were Mary Emma (b.1853) and Maria Louisa, known as ‘Louie’ (b. 1862).
None of the three married, and in later life lived together at 7he Gables, built for them by their
father, at the corner of Rectory Road and Raydon Lane, Orford. The house subsequently became
the Rectory, but since its sale in 2010, has now fittingly reverted to its original name.

Left: The Miss Ropes and friends or relatives outside the front door of The Gables, c1910. Right: One of the Miss
Ropes, believed to be Emmeline, inside The Gables, ¢1920 or earlier (Bertram Rope)

It has always been puzzling that although Mary and ‘Louie’ Rope are recorded as having died in
Orford in the 1930s, Emmeline’s death, despite a considerable amount of research, remained a
mystery. A breakthrough came when Jack Robinson discovered on the Internet a reference to an
Emmeline Rope having died at 337 Marine Road, Morecombe, Lancashire on 14 August 1940
aged 84. Although at first this appeared unlikely, the dates were appropriate, and a copy of her
death certificate subsequently confirmed that this was almost certainly ‘our’” Emmeline. Further
proof though remained elusive.



Left: 337, Marine Road, Morecombe (image from Google maps).
Right: Toppers, The Terrace, Aldeburgh (photo Richard Marson)

However, amongst the Rope papers were several numbers of the Wilford Deanery Magazine which
included obituaries for Maria Louisa (d.1935 aged 72), and Mary Emma (d.1937 aged 83), and,
most surprisingly, in the September 1940 issue, the following obituary for “Miss

‘Emmie’” (Emmeline) written by R A Roberts, who would have known the sisters well:

At Morecombe on the 14" of August died suddenly Miss Emmaline [sic], “Miss Emmie” Rope, the
last of her generation of the family which had been connected with Orford for a long period of
time. Her father and uncle had been Mayors of Orford when it was a borough, and she, like others
of her family, was devoted to the service of the place; and she herself for practically the whole
range of her 84 years lived in and for it. “I am hungry for news of Orford” she wrote on the 5" of
August last, and on 14", the day of her death, she also expressed herself in the same way in a
letter written on that day.

Intimate and affectionate knowledge and respect for her and her sisters, Miss Mary and Miss
Louie, so long evident together in the “Gables”, built for them on borough property, will be felt by
those who lived with them for so many years in Orford.

When we ‘“‘foreigners” came into acquaintance with her in the course of the last twenty years, we
found in her and her sisters ready hospitality, kindness and worth.

Miss “Emmie” was both literate and aesthetic in her tastes. She had written in manuscript much
of the history of the town, and a copy made by her of the remarkable registers of Orford is now in
the keeping of the Library in Ipswich. She was President for several years of the Women'’s Insti-
tute, and active in many other useful ways.

Of her artistic work it should be recorded that the oil painting of the insignia of the abolished
borough hanging in the Board Room of the Town Hall, is from her hands, also a copy in
watercolours of the Castle of Orford as it was in the year 1602, hitherto hung in the Castle, to be
restored there at some future time', and a painting of the Mayor’s pew in the Church, done in
1885, which is now hanging in the Rector’s vestry’. A drawing of the arches at the entrance of the
Castle has been reproduced in the “Story of Orford Castle” hitherto on sale there.

In affectionate testimony and respect for her memory, these words are now written. R.A.R.’
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So the Emmeline who died in Morecombe, was undoubtedly the Orford Emmeline. Her death
certificate records that she was alone when she died, apart from a doctor and a Mrs Florence Fanny
Furze, a widow, whose permanent address was given as Dovercourt, near Harwich.

One question remained. Why was Emmeline staying in Morecombe in 1940 when her death
certificate gave her permanent address as The Top House, The Terrace, Aldeburgh? We have no
way of knowing, but one plausible explanation might be that, following the death of her sisters in
1935 and 1937, Emmeline either could not, or did not wish to, live alone at The Gables and, for
reasons we do not know, Emmeline (or her family) chose to live in Aldeburgh. Mrs Furze may
have been a friend, or more probably (as she was married, with an address in Dovercourt)
employed as a companion. The move from Aldeburgh to Morecombe may have been for
comparative safety at a dangerous time. This was 1940, at the beginning of World War II, when
many children, and also the disabled and elderly, were being evacuated from vulnerable South
Eastern coastal districts because of bombing raids and fears of possible invasion. It should also be
remembered that the Lake District (not far from Morecombe) was one of the places Emmeline had
visited on one or more painting trips in the 1880s. Was it perhaps a combination of these which
resulted in Emmeline being so far from home and, according to her obituary, hungry for news of
Orford when she died?

Margaret Poulter

Postscript

Her great-nephew Bertram Rope remembers (just) “Aunt Emmie” in old age as a ‘thin, spiky-
looking old lady in black with glasses and wearing shoes with four straps’. In his opinion the
photograph reproduced here is probably of Emmeline at The Gables taken in the 1920s or earlier.

Acknowledgments

I am very grateful to Jack Robinson for his original Internet research which put us on the right track, and
for the photographs of the Morecombe house, and to Richard Marson for information about The Top House,
Aldeburgh, which was located on The Terrace between numbers 17 and 21. The house named 7Toppers now
on the site is more modern than its neighbours and backs on to properties that were wrecked by a German
bomb. It therefore seems likely that it replaced The Top House, which may also have been damaged. This
would certainly seem to have justified Emmeline’s ‘evacuation’.

Notes
1. Now held by Orford Museum.
2. Now, with other items relating to the history of the church, displayed on the west wall of the south
aisle of St Barthlomew’s church.
3. R A Roberts 1851-1943. See Bulletin 17 (Autumn 2011) p17, ‘Homage to an Orford historian’.
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MEDIEVAL AND LATER COINS FROM NEAR ORFORD CASTLE, SUFFOLK

This article was first published in the British Numismatic Journal 2008, Volume 78, pp248-254. It
is reproduced here by kind permission of the author, Richard Kelleher, of the Department of Coins
and Medals at the British Museum, and of the British Numismatic Society.

Introduction

The coins discussed below were found with the aid of a metal detector by Mr Alan Calver in fields
surrounding Orford Castle in Suffolk over a period of 10 years. Mr Calver has exclusive access to
fields around the castle by permission of the landowner and the present writer is indebted to him
for kindly making his finds available for examination and reporting.

Fig. 1. Location map showing Orford Castle and the fields where coins have been found (indicated by shading)
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Site background

Orford Castle near the River Ore at Orford on the Suffolk coast is one of the iconic fortifications
of the twelfth century. It was built between 1165 and 1173 by Henry II at a cost of over £1,413.
The building of a castle at this location has traditionally been seen as an attempt by Henry II to
assert the power of the crown, particularly as the powerful baron Hugh Bigod, earl of Norfolk
(1095-1177) dominated the area from his castle at nearby Framlingham'. The period of castle
building at Orford was accompanied by a series of other local alterations and improvements which
are helpfully documented in the Pipe Rolls. These included the draining of surrounding marshland
which helped shelter the port and provide extra farmland, and the building of a causeway and a
tidal mill. These works signify a shift in the significance of Orford, at least in the short-term. In
Domesday Orford was a part of the manor of Sudbourne and is not mentioned as a separate entity
until the market and tolls of Orford were granted by Robert Malet to a priory at Eye between 1071
and 11007, In the following centuries Orford became a thriving little port.

The coins

Figure 1 shows the location of the castle and its immediate environment, indicating the fields in
which the coin finds were made. Precise findspots were not recorded for each coin but the general
trend, as observed by the finder, was that the medieval pieces clustered in field A and diminished
in number through fields B and C. The seventeenth-century material was said to have been found
almost exclusively in the south-western edge of field C, along with contemporary objects such as
musket balls.

Seventy seven coins and five jettonst have so far been recovered from the area and the coins are
summarised in Tables 1 and 2 below. They fall broadly into two groups; the first peaks with issues
struck in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries and the second from around 1560.

TABLE 1. Medieval coins by period

Penny Halfpenny Farthing Other Total

Short CrosstT 8 1 2 - 11
Long CrosstT 0 5 2 - 7
1279-1351 5% 3 N - 9*
1351-1412 3* 0 0 - 3*
1412-1464/5 1* 1 0 - 2%
1464/5-1526 1* 0 0 1 2%
Total 18(+3) 10 5 1 34(+3)

* Three coins could not be definitely attributed but fall somewhere in these periods

+ Editor’s note. Jettons are reckoning tokens.

+1 Editor’s note. The reverse side of Short Cross coins (issued from 1180-1247) had a small cross in the centre
which did not extend to the edge of the coin. This made it possible for the coin to be clipped, thus reducing its
weight and value, but, because the design was not damaged, the clipping was not always obvious. Long Cross
coins were introduced by king Henry 111 and issued from 1247-1279. The cross on the reverse extended to the
edge of the coin. This may have been so that any clipping would immediately be apparent, because it could be
seen that the ends of the cross had been truncated.
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TABLE 2. Post-medieval coins by reign and issue

12d 6d 4d 3d 2d 1% 1 Y%  Total

Henry VIII — 3 coinage - - - - - - 1 - 1
Mary - - 2 - - - - -2
Elizabeth I — 1% issue - - 3 - - - - - 3
Elizabeth I — 2™ issue - 5 - 31 3 1 - 13
Elizabeth I — 3" issue 1 1 - - 3 - - - 5
James | - - - - 2 - 1 - 3
Charles I AR 1 - - - 2 - 2 - 5
Charles AE - - - - - - -3 3
Charles IT - - 1 - - - - - 1
1685-1800 - - 1 - - - - - 1
1801-1900 1 - - - - - - - 1
Total 3 6 7 3 8 3 5 3 38

Despite the intense level of activity that would have accompanied the castle-building phase we
have no coin finds until the class 4b Short Cross penny of John (struck ¢.1200-1204). The Cross-
and-Crosslets coins of the previous issue are, in comparative terms, much more of a rarity than
Short Cross, but even so one might have expected to make finds, consistent with the presence of a
large workforce in Orford for a period of some years in the 1160s and 70s. Perhaps the masons
were careful with their wages, or maybe our later finds represent losses that allude to a rather more
everyday activity — a market site. It was suggested above that the medieval finds concentrate in
field A; it could further be suggested that the coins are losses accumulated by the presence of a
market in or close to field A. As noted above an early market is mentioned at Orford in a grant of
the late eleventh century, but there is little else to suggest its existence until 1298, when one is
recorded as being held by Robert de Ufford*. If the market was already in existence prior to 1298
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Fig. 2. Denominational and chronological spread of medieval coin finds
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then the chronological spread of coin finds could suggest just such a phase of activity in the
hundred or so years up to and following this date. The site lends itself to such activity, located on
the main road** on the northern fringe of the village. When documentary evidence is completely
absent, market and fair sites can sometimes be posited from coin finds alone. A site at the
Albany near Ipswich yielded 45 coins, and has been interpreted as the location of an otherwise
undocumented minor fair’. The finds at the Ipswich site show a broadly similar pattern to Orford
in the dominance of late twelfth to late thirteenth century pieces’.

Figure 2 shows the consistent pattern of losses with a clear peak in the Short Cross phase (12
coins). Although the Long Cross phase has only seven coins, one must remember this period is
shorter than its predecessor, and calculating coins lost per year gives results of 0.18/year against
0.17/year respectively. The Edwardian sterling period then follows with ten finds, which is
probably less than we might expect given their comparative proliferation as metal detector and
excavation finds. The final three periods see minimal loss but this does not necessarily signify an
economic downturn as several factors could contribute to this pattern. The bullion famine in this
later period meant that many coins struck after 1279 continued in use through the weight
reductions of 1351, 1412, and 1464/5; this is supported by copious excavation, single-find and
hoard evidence over the country as a whole. Most of the pennies of Edward I and II at Orford are
of good weight, indicating they were lost earlier rather than later, but the halfpennies of Edward I1I
do show wear, suggesting longer use and deposition in the fifteenth century. A curious piece is
illustrated as figure 3 below. It is a sterling penny of Edward I which appears to have been cut
down to form either a halfpenny which was subsequently broken or an intentional farthing in the
same fashion that we see in the issues before 1279’. If this is genuinely cut (and the straight edges
certainly give that impression) then it supports contemporary concerns over the lack of provision
of halfpennies and farthings after Edward’s recoinage, which proscribed the cutting of one’s own
change. Cut coins of this type are uncommon but comparative examples have been found at Meols
on the Wirral coast®.

Fig. 3. The ‘cut’ sterling penny

There are also three pennies that cannot be more accurately identified than to the fourteenth to
fifteenth centuries. The full penny to fraction ratio is 21:16. It has been suggested elsewhere that

a coin loss profile with a significant proportion of cut halves and quarters is an indicator of a
degree of sophistication in coin use’. If so the Long Cross phase is distinctive in its coins being cut
fractions only, and this might therefore represent a more active phase at the site.

The post-1526 profile is modest apart from the peak of thirteen coins of Elizabeth I’s Second
issue. At first glance an explanation of this could be that some or all of the coins are from a purse
hoard scattered by the plough. While not disregarding the possible presence of a purse hoard
within this group it is more likely that the majority are in fact single losses made up until the great
recoinage of 1696, when all the old hammered issues were removed from circulation. The survival
of Tudor small change (especially of Mary and Elizabeth) into the Stuart period and beyond has
been discussed by Barrie Cook for South Ferriby'’, and the finds from Orford should be viewed as
subject to the same processes. Both assemblages show similarities in the low number of royal
farthing tokens of Charles I: there are just three at Orford, against a much larger proportion of
contemporary silver issues.
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Conclusion

Small assemblages where find spot information is known have a part to play in illuminating
something of the past character and development of sites. The physical remains combined with
documentary evidence tell us of the castle building at Orford, and archaeology is beginning to fill
the gaps regarding the more prosaic elements of the structure of the town. What detector finds can
add is some indication of the prosperity and function of particular locations around the town; in
this case revealing a potential candidate for Orford’s medieval market.

Richard Kelleher

CATALOGUE
Coins on display in Orford Museum and unavailable for examination are indicated by schedule numbers in
bold in the catalogue. Numbers 10 and 77 were only recently discovered and were identified from a low-
resolution scan. Conventions are as follows. Underlined = ligatured; nr = weight not recorded; ¢ = cor-
roded; f = fragment; sw = some wear; w = wear; ew = extremely worn; b = broken; ds = double struck; ch =
chipped.

Short Cross coinage (1180-1247)

1.4b London Willelm 1d +WILLELM.ON.LVND 1.04¢g
2.5a2 Lincoln Alain 1d 1.30g
3.5b1  Canterbury Goldwine 1d +GOLDWINE.ON.C 1.19g
4.70D London Elis 1d 1.34¢g
5-8. 1d nr

9. vz, nr

10. Ya [ INLVNDE nr

11. Ya nr

12. Irish Ya

Long Cross coinage (1247-79)

13.1-4 uncertain uncertain vz, I[1E 0.26g c,f
14.3a  London Nicole Ya [ ]JJOLEJONL 0.65g
15. 3a-c Shrewsbury  Peris Ya PER|[ ]ISE’ 0.59¢
16.3c  London Nicole iz [ JJOLEJONL 0.71g
17. 3-4a uncertain Nicole Va [ HIC|[ ] 0.38¢g
18.4-7 London/Cant Nicole Ya [ JJOLE|[ ] 0.23g
19. 5a-7 Canterbury  uncertain Ya [ ]JON|CAN 0.64g w
Edward I-1I (1272-1327)

Pennies

20. 4a-c Canterbury 1.19g w,ch
21.9b' uncertain this coin appears to have been deliberately cut 0.29g b?
22.10cf London 1.32¢g
23. 10cf* London 1.22g
24. 10¢f** London 1.22g
25. 10cfLondon 1.07¢g

Edward III (1327-77)
Second ‘star-marked’ coinage halfpennies (1335-43)

26.4b  London * after ANG and DON 0.55g w
27. (N4 London 0.53g w,ch
Florin coinage (1344-51)

28. halfpenny London 049 b
Pre-treaty series (1351-61)

29. Series C penny Durham 1.05¢g
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30. Series C penny London

31. Series D penny London
14™-15" century uncertain

32. Penny York
33. Penny

Henry 1V — Edward IV uncertain
34. Penny

Henry V (1413-22)
35. Penny, class G (?)  York

Henry VI (first reign 1422-61)
Leaf-trefoil issue (1435-38)
36. Halfpenny London saltire stops, leaf on breast

Henry VII (1485-1509)
37. Groat, profile
38. ‘Sovereign’ penny  Durham (Abp Sherwood), D to left of shield

Henry VIII (1509-47)
Third coinage (1544-47)
39. Penny London no i.m.

Mary (1553-58)
40. Groat (sole reign 1553-4)
41. Groat (sole reign 1553-4)

Elizabeth I (1558-1603),
First issue (1558-61)

42. Groat 156? i.m. martlet
43. Groat ?

44. Groat ?

Second issue (1561-82)

45. Sixpence 1561 i.m. pheon
46. Sixpence 1561 [i.m. pheon]
47. Threehalfpence 1562

48. Sixpence 1563 i.m. pheon
49. Threepence 1563

50. Threehalfpence 1563
51. Threehalfpence 1564

52. Sixpence 1565 i.m. coronet

53. Penny 1567-70 i.m. coronet

54. Sixpence 1575

55. Threepence 157(8?) i.m. plain cross

56. Threepence 1582 i.m. sword

57. Halfgroat 1582/3 i.m. bell

Third issue (1583-1603)

58. Halfgroat 1589/90-91/2 i.m. hand 0.77¢g
59. Halfgroat 1589/90-91/2 i.m. hand 0.72 vw
60. Sixpence 159[ ]

Uncertain

61. (?) halfgroat illegible

Irish ‘fine’ coinage of 1561
62. Shilling
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0.55¢g
0.40g

0.84
0.48

0.45

0.73g

0.41g

2.01
0.57g

0.29

1.87¢
1.01

1.91g
1.40g
1.10g

2.59¢g
nr

nr
2.71g
0.52
nr

nr
2.59¢g
0.52¢g
nr
1.23¢g
1.43g
0.83g

0.50g

0.15g

b,ch

w,ch
w,cl

w,cl

w,ch

ds
ew

S =

SW

SW

o



James I (1603-25)
First coinage (1603-04)

63. Halfgroat i.m. thistle 0.74g
Second coinage (1604-19)

64. Halfgroat i.m. illegible 0.76g w
65. Penny no initial marks 0.53g sw

Charles I (1625-49)

66. Shilling group D, fourth bust i.m. ?harp (1628-9) 4.52g w,c
67. Halfgroat group D, fourth bust i.m. star (1640-1) 0.81gw
68. Halfgroat group D, fourth bust i.m. star (1640-1) 0.75g w,ch
69. Penny group D, fourth bust i.m. pellet 0.50 p
70. Penny group D, E or G i.m. two pellets 0.48g w,ds
71-3. Rose farthing tokens i.m. crescent 0.93g, 0.80g, 0.70g
Charles II (1660-85)

74. Fourpence 1679 nr ch
Anne (1702-14)

75. Fourpence 1710 2.02g
Victoria (1837-1901)

76. Shilling 1860 surface appears to have been heavily beaten 3.05¢g
SCOTLAND

Alexander III (1249-86)

77. Penny Second coinage (c.1280-), probably class Mb nr ch
Jettons

78. France (c.1364-1422) Mitchiner 429 var 1.92¢g

79. France (c.1380-1422) Mitchiner cf 465 3.21g

80. France — Tournai (c.1415-97) Mitchiner 624 6.13g

81. France — Tournai (c.1497-1521) Mitchiner 756 6.25g

82. Nuremburg — Matheus Laufer (Master 1612, died 1634) Mitchiner 1695 1.49¢
Notes

"'See Allan Brown ef al 1963. Recent research suggests that the positioning of the castle might also have
been to protect the coastline against invasion by continental allies of Thomas Becket during his exile: Potter
et al 2002, 36.

> Potter et al 2002, 44.

3 Although not a common occurrence, this coin appears to have been deliberately cut into a quarter penny.
This practice belongs to the earlier Long Cross phases and preceding times, when no provision was made
for striking fractional denominations.

*S. Letters, Online Gazetteer of Markets and Fairs in England Wales to 1516, citing Calendar of Inquisi-
tions Post Mortem, iii, no. 469.

“ Editor’s note: Field A is bisected by the footpath known as School Lane leading from Orford to Newton
Broadway and then continuing as the drive towards Sudbourne Hall. On the Norden map of 1601 it is
shown as being of equal importance to what is now the main road. The path was probably the ‘Procession
Way’ used by the annual civic procession to the Hospital of St Leonard and named in several deeds of the
16th century (see Bulletin Issue 6, p9 ‘The search for the Hospital of St Leonard’). It could well have been
used as a thoroughfare in the medieval period.

> Newman 1994, 129.

% Ibid. The Albany losses begin somewhat earlier than those at Orford with a single cut farthing of Stephen .
Direct comparisons between the two sites are impossible because the Cross-and-crosslet and Short Cross
issues up to 1216 are combined in the Albany table, as are the 1216-47 Short Cross and Long Cross issues,
and the reigns of the three Edwards.
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" E. Screen (pers comm.) has suggested that examination of the edges under a microscope could indicate
whether the coin had been cut or broken. This method has been successfully applied to Anglo-Saxon coins:
see Screen 2006.

¥ Metcalf 1977, 10; a recent listing of the Meols material with discussion by Simon Bean appears in
Griffiths et a/ 2007, 304-350. This includes coins of Edward I-11I cut into halfpennies (4), a farthing (1) and
a round halfpenny cut in two, Ibid, 318. A discussion of the small change shortage in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries appears in Allen, 2007, 192-4. He describes a petition of 1445-6 which asserts that
‘travellers were being obliged to break pennies in two to pay for a halfpenny purchase...’.

? Bateson 1989, 183.

' Cook et al 1998, 105.
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NOTES AND QUERIES

I Mary Thurston, an Orford tradeswoman

There was a severe shortage of small change in the mid-seventeenth century, especially during the
Commonwealth period after the death of king Charles I in 1649. It was several years into the reign
of king Charles II (1660-1685) before the situation changed. From 1649 to 1672 no pennies, half-
pennies or farthings were minted making it particularly hard on the poor. To fill the void, trades-
people had their own tokens struck. The pieces were made from alloys of copper and brass. They
usually stated the name, place and date of issue.

Two tokens have been found recently bearing the name of Mary Thurston of Orford, the date 1659
and a pair of scales, probably indicating that she was a grocer. According to the website of the
Token Corresponding Society only about 4% of issuers were women, so Mary Thurston was
something of a rarity.

She is elusive. Was she a widow or a single woman? She might be expected to appear on the
Orford Hearth Tax return for 1663, the earliest surviving. The tax was payable by occupiers of all
premises, except those of the very poor who were excused and whose names do not always appear.
However Mary, who would not have been so poor as to be exempt, is not on the return and the
nearest Thurstons lived in Tunstall and Capel St. Andrew. Neither has she left a will. If she died or
married between 1659 and 1663 she is not recorded in the Orford church registers.

Tokens issued by Mary Thurston (left) and Nicholas Shepherd (right). Approx 13mm diameter
(Orford Museum. Photo Richard Quarrell)

It is very frustrating, especially since much can be discovered about Nicholas Shepherd, a
Saxmundham draper, one of whose tokens has also been found in Orford. He was a woollen draper
and his will is dated 1692. Tokens struck for both Mary and Nicholas were discovered in the
nineteenth century and there were various patterns, especially the ones for Nicholas [see the
Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology, Vol XXIV (1948), p63].

Vic Harrup
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II A singsong at Gedgrave

Desk-top publishing programmes mean that more and more people are producing books about
their family histories. Orford Museum was particularly pleased to be sent a copy of Suffolk Lives:
A History of the Lucas and Jacobs Families by Ian Jacobs. Ian’s great grandfather, William
Lucas, born in Holbrook in 1844, was a coachmen and groom. In the mid-1870s he took a job at
Richmond Farm, Gedgrave as groom and gardener to the farmer, William Toller. William Lucas,
his wife Mary Ann, from Chelmondiston, and five children lived at Richmond Farm Cottages,
which still stand on the edge of the marshes just beyond Richmond Farm House.

A few years ago Hugh Pilkington, the current occupant of Richmond House, found a wooden
board in one of the outhouses which he has presented to Orford Museum. It records a ‘glee’ held
to mark the completion of some building work at the farm. A glee is a song sung in parts without
accompaniment. William Lucas played an important part in the celebration as lead singer. The
inscription, in pencil, is hard to decipher, but seems to read:

‘Had a glee in the Harness Room all parts going. Wm Lucas of Chelmondiston in this county
Groom for Wm Toller during the erection of the new homestead. Mr Lucas was the leader of the
glee Martin Andrew, Three Jolly Fishermen. A Smith & Wm Whiteman put me up Friday night
March 2. 1877

‘Martin Andrew’ and ‘Three Jolly Fishermen’ are the titles of songs.

Left: A man thought to be Wiliam Lucas (lan Jacobs).
Right: Detail of the board recording the ‘glee’ (Orford Museum. Photo Richard Quarrell)

William Toller (1833-1923) farmed at Richmond Farm for 49 years and was the last mayor of
Orford before the corporation was abolished in 1886. When he retired he moved to Daphne House
in Orford and it seems that William Lucas may have continued to work for him, because in the
1901 census William Lucas and his second wife were living just round the corner from Daphne
House in Church Street. He gives his occupation as groom and gardener. The stables and coach
house of Daphne House have now been converted into a house named ‘The Stables’.

William Lucas died, a widower, in Wickham Market in 1905.
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III A serial bungalow builder

Robin Harper was interested to read on p5 of Bulletin 18, ‘A plot of land in Orford’, that Mrs
Isabella Wales had purchased part of the plot on Ferry Road and in 1961 built the bungalow (now
‘Orchard Way’) which later became the doctors’ surgery.

‘Before’ taken in July 1963 and ‘after’ taken in September 1964 — the old cottage and its replacement
(Robin Harper)

Robin knew Mr and Mrs Wales as the builders of another bungalow, the one on the corner of
Gedgrave Road and Castle Hill later owned by Mrs Pinney. Isabella (Ella) Wales, like Thomas
Arkle and Robin’s mother, was from Northumbria and the families were friends. Ella Wales was,
apparently, ‘the boss’. Her solicitor husband’s name was Nen. A picture of the quaint and

Left: The rear of the old cottage.
Right: Mr and Mrs Wales (Robin Harper)
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undoubtedly historic cottage which Mr and Mrs Wales demolished in order to build their bunga-
low has appeared in Bulletin 4, p18. The last occupants of the cottage were Jack and May God-
dard. Robin took a number of photographs of the old place before it disappeared as well as some
pictures of the Waleses who look very pleased with their new home. They left Orford and moved
to Norwich in the late 1960s.

IV George Grimwood, Harbourmaster

Last summer Jack Robinson was visited, out of the blue, by Phil Newell who lives near
Colchester. Phil had two photographs, taken in the early 1900s, of his great grandparents George
and Elizabeth Grimwood and their family in the garden of Jack’s house, 34 Daphne Road.

Phil’s researches in the census records and in Orford churchyard plus stories handed down in his
family revealed an interesting story. George Grimwood was a sailor — over the decades of the
censuses from 1871 to 1911 he is described as Mariner, Barge Waterman and Fisherman. He
served, Phil tells us, as Orford’s Water Bailiff and Harbour Master.

Family tradition had it that George, born in 1848, ran away to sea at the age of 10 because he was
badly treated by his father.

Left: George and Elizabeth Grimwood.
Right: George and Elizabeth (centre) with four of their children (Phil Newell)

This story could be borne out by the Orford census records. George’s father (also George) was
probably the son of John Grimwood, a tailor listed in White’s Directory of 1844. In 1851 that
George Grimwood was 20 years old working as a groom for Miss Wade, an 80-year-old widow
living at Raydon. He was married, but possibly the accommodation (grooms often lived over the
stables) was not suitable for a family. His wife Mary with young George aged 2 and a baby aged 2
weeks was living in another house in the village, although her mother-in-law (also Mary Grim-
wood, a nurse) was in the house, presumably helping with the new baby. Was this early separation
of father and son the cause or the result of the bad treatment? In 1861 the family, with three more
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children, were living together in Brundish Square, but 12-year-old George was not at home, which
bears out the story that he had gone to sea.

He married young, like his father. By the time he was 22 he had his own household with a wife
and baby. His wife was Elizabeth Blowers, born in Sudbourne. Elizabeth’s family were farm
workers: father Robert came from Iken and mother Mary was from Chillesford. After a spell in
Sudbourne they moved to Gedgrave — agricultural labourers lived in tied cottages on whichever
farm they were able to find work. They frequently moved, but they had few possessions and must
have become well used to loading and unloading their household goods on a farm cart. When she
was over 80, Mary Blowers came to live with her daughter Elizabeth Grimwood in Daphne Road.
There the poor old lady died by falling down the stairs and breaking her neck.

It was not only farm workers who moved house a lot. The seaman George Grimwood and his wife
also moved around Orford every decade until about 1900 when they seem to have managed to
settle in Daphne Road. Before that, they and their growing family lived at Berrett’s Corner (the
terrace in Church Street opposite the church), on Castle Green and in Broad Street.

They successfully raised seven children (four girls and three boys), four of whom can be seen in
the photo. The youngest, Mary Elizabeth (Phil Newell’s grandmother Libby), is on the left, then
Ellen Mary (Nell). George and Elizabeth are in the middle, then Harry and Catherine (Kitty). Phil
knows that Kitty went into service and ended up as housekeeper to Sir Clarendon and Lady Hyde
in Berkshire. She may have started her career at Sudbourne Hall where at least one of the sisters
worked. Libby married a policeman, Frederick Newell, and for a while lived in Orford so Phil’s
father Oliver Newell attended Orford School for a short time in the 1920s.

George and Elizabeth Grimwood lived to celebrate their Golden Wedding (quite an achievement
in those days). He died in 1920 and she in 1925. Their gravestone (and that of another George and
Mary Ann Grimwood, probably George’s parents) is on the left of the path to the north of the

church tower.

Harry remained in Orford until his death in 1941 but all the other Grimwoods moved away.

J.A.
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The Editor welcomes contributions, suggestions for articles and
items for the ‘Notes and Queries’ section for publication in future issues.

These should be relevant to the history of Orford and district, and may be personal reminiscence,
reports of recent publications, courses and conferences or pieces of original research (for which
references to sources should be provided). She reserves the right to select and edit the material for
publication but any editing of chosen items will be carried out in consultation with the contributor.

Contents of Bulletins published to date:

Issues 1 — 6, Autumn 2003 — Summer 2006 Copies are available price £15

Consolidated reprint containing the first six issues of the Bulletin, 82 pages + index

Issues 7 — 10, Autumn 2006 — Spring 2008 Copies are available price £15

Consolidated reprint 62 pages + index

Issue 11 Autumn 2008 Copies of Issues 11 — 18 may be purchased at £5 a copy

Special 40-page World War II Issue containing 14 articles

Issue 12 Summer 2009

Iken pottery and the Chambers family by Gillian Bryant

Note: Iron Age coins found near Wickham Market by Valerie Potter
Another Orford Wallace connection by Jane Allen

George Culham — ‘The noted smuggler’ by Vic Harrup

Note: Victory in 1945 by Jane Allen

Issue 13 Winter 2009

The Atlantic Wall in Sudbourne by Brian Boulton

Journey to the Edge by Vic Harrup with botanical note by Julian Potter
Growing up in Orford in the 40s and 50s by Sally Eke

Or ford Museum: recent acquisitions by Margaret Poulter

Issue 14 Spring 2010

The Battle of Newmouth and the lost Viking history of Sudbourne by Sam Newton
A vanished Tudor country house at Butley by Valerie Fenwick

Sir Michael Stanhope’s manor house: The new stables by Vic Harrup

Sir Michael Stanhope’s manor house: An Italian masterpiece in the servants’ hall by Jane Allen
Issue 15 Autumn 2010

Special Margaret Catchpole issue by Sally Harris based on an idea by John Anderson
Issue 16 Summer 2011

The Sudbourne Hatchments by Jane Allen

The Suffolk Devereux by Vic Harrup

The lost Hereford Hatchments by Amanda Bettinson

Notes and Queries

Issue 17 Autumn 2011

A tour of Orford and its businesses in the 1930s by Charlie Underwood
‘Elliotts’ 1920-1983: a family business in Pump Street by Lindsay Carrier
Orford’s shops after World War II by Sally Eke

Homage to an Orford historian: R A Roberts 1851-1943 by Richard Roberts
Issue 18 Spring 2012

A plot of land in Orford by Valerie Potter

Medieval fraternities by Vic Harrup

In the spacious days at Orford by R A Roberts

Orders to Jane Allen (Bell House, Quay Street, Orford, Suffolk IP12 2NU)
with a cheque payable to Orford Museum. Please add £1 postage for the
consolidated reprints and 75p for individual issues if they are to be posted.
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