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The Orford & District Local History Bulletin, Editor Jane Allen, is published twice a year
and sent to members of the Friends of Orford Museum.

The Friends of Orford Museum, started in 1994, are responsible for manning the museum,
for raising funds to help pay for the Museum’s running expenses and the cataloguing
and conservation of the collection as well as promoting interest in, and the study of,
the history of Orford and the surrounding area.

Subscription rates:
2015: Individual membership £11 per year; joint membership (two adults at same address) £16;
Young people under 18 at any member’s address may be added as family members.

As well as the Bulletin, members receive newsletters giving details of
social events, an annual lecture and occasional outings.

Application for membership should be made to the Chairman
Elizabeth Spinney, Brundish Lodge, High Street, Orford, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 2NW
01394 450622

Orford Museum reopened in the Upper Hall of Orford Castle on 21 April 2005, with the permission of
English Heritage, the guardians of the castle. The purchase of display cases and information panels
was funded by the New Orford Town Trust, the Heritage Lottery Fund, Suffolk County Council,
Suffolk Coastal District Council and the Scarfe Charitable Trust. English Heritage opening times and
admission charges to the castle apply. There is no extra charge to visit Orford Museum, which relies
on voluntary donations and fundraising activities to cover its running costs (principally the cost of
insurance). Volunteer stewards from the Friends of Orford Museum are on duty in the afternoons at
weekends and school holiday periods during the Summer season, and at other times by arrangement.
Because the castle is not accessible to all, there is a touch-screen kiosk showing a 'virtual tour' of the
Museum in the north aisle of St Bartholomew's Church and an exhibition on display panels, both by
kind permission of the Rev David Murdoch and the churchwardens.
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A list of corrections to Bulletin 23 is printed on the last page of this issue in Notes and Queries.
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A CHILDHOOD AT SMOKY HOUSE, SUDBOURNE

Phyllis Ellis (nee Chambers) was born in 1913. Her mother Ada, a teacher, was the daughter of Edwin
Land, a gamekeeper. Edwin Land (1860-1932) started to work for Arthur H E Wood, just three years before
the Woods purchased the Sudbourne Estate (see Bulletin 22, Spring 2014, pp 10). In 1897 Edwin, his wife
Eliza and daughters Ada and Ella moved to Sudbourne where Edwin continued to work as head keeper for
successive owners of the estate until he retired in 1929.

The family lived in that well-known local landmark, Smoky House, which Phyllis spelled Smokey House.
Ada married Jack Chambers from Benhall in 1909 and the couple moved to Gorleston. During the First
World War while Jack was in the army, Ada-with baby Phyllis lived at Sudbourne. After the war, Phyllis
spent all her school holidays with her grandparent. All her earliest and remarkably vivid memories were of
life at Smoky House. Towards the end of her long and eventful life her memories were recorded by Pete
Kelley and in 2011 they were published by her children under the title 'From Osborne House to Wheatfen

Broad'.
These extracts from that book are reproduced by kind permission of Susan Hanna, as are the photographs,
unless otherwise stated.

Father was 30, and a clerk in the post office, but when the war started, he volunteered. It was early
January in 1915. I was too young to miss him of course. Yarmouth was being bombarded from the
sea and, with Father away, Mother went home to her parents at Sudbourne.

Left: Ada and Jack Chambers, 1915. Right: Edwin and Eliza Land in the porch at Smoky House, c1890



A close encounter with the enemy

So it is at Sudbourne that I have one of my earliest memories ... of a Zeppelin.

The mail was taken every morning from Orford post office at 2am in a horse-drawn van to Wick-
ham Market station. One night we were woken up by a man banging on Grandfather's door, shout-
ing and shouting: 'Mr Land! Mr Land! Come down! Wake up! They're arter me!' It was the poor
postman. His van was being followed by a dirigible' which was obviously following the light, hop-
ing it would lead the pilot to the railway, so he could drop his bombs. He was mortally terrified.
My grandfather shouted out of the window: 'Dowse your light, you fool ... and be quick about it!"
So he did. Then we all came down, including me. And once all the lights were out —no candles or
anything — I suppose there must still have been a bit of moonlight, because I remember watching
the dirigible stopping right overhead. It paused and a little trapdoor opened. We could see this man
looking down, trying to discover where he was. Eventually he gave up and went away. To me, it
was very exciting.

Very early school days
Mother began teaching at Orford School. They were glad of a woman teacher because all the men
had gone to war. ... so at three and a half, I went to school with Mother ... in one of those white
pinafores with lace around it. ...
Well, the first day Mother took
me in the carrier of her bicycle
but the Clark's car came. (They
were the family that lived at the
Hall®) I was so frightened that I
fell off. I had never seen a car.
After that I insisted on walking.
So I used to walk across the
woods alone, accompanied by
two dogs. Grandfather insisted I
took the dogs. Other children
brought dogs, too, and there were
kennels at the school to put them
in ... One child came on a don-
key.

There must have been all of 25-
50 children in that class — from
young juniors down to infants
with desks at various levels. It
was quite a big school with an-
other class of older juniors and,
through the door from the infants’
classroom, two more classes —
younger seniors and older sen-
10TS...

Anyway, I was given a tray with
sand to do pictures with, a slate, a

slate pencil and a rubber’.

Phyllis with her mother, 1914.
This picture went to war in Jack's pocket




Living in Sudbourne Hall

But before I was four, we moved to Sudbourne Hall to live with Mrs Clark.

Mrs Clark was alone and wanted someone to talk to. Her husband had taken his yacht to the north
of Scotland, patrolling for submarines, at about the time of the Battle of Jutland [May 1916]. They
had one son Kenneth — later the same Sir Kenneth Clark who wrote 'Civilisation'. But then he was
away st school, and only came home for holidays.

So Mrs Clark was 'alone' -that is, apart from the butler, Mrs Troke the housekeeper, the lady's
maid, and at least one kitchen maid, Mr Pryke the coachman, several gardeners ..oh, and there was
the chauffeur. But she was 'alone'.Well, I suppose she felt she couldn't confabulate with the ser-
vants.

Mother, my Aunt Ella and Grandma were not considered to be servants, but rather they were
'companions’. ... my grandmother had had a good education ... she was quite capable of taking her
needlework, and chatting with Mrs Clark or playing cards. And every afternoon, they would go
and play golf on the private, nine-hole [in fact, 14-hole] course there®,

So we went with Grandmother to live in these rather splendid surroundings. We of course lived in
the servants' quarters, but they were still very luxurious compared to what we were used to. There
was electric light, hot and cold running water, a flush lavatory, a bathroom.

+++ There was a big hall with curved windows that looked out onto a terrace and a rose garden and

down ... to the Lake .. [which] was wonderful in Spring, a pure belt of pheasant's eye narcissus.
Even now, I can see this sheet of gleaming white narcissi with their little orangy-red eyes, and the
marvellous scent that wafted from them!’

The garden front of Sudbourne Hall (Orford Museum)




Grandad Land had a pony and trap. T used to go round the whole estate when I wasn't at school.
Grandfather also hated making up the books. So, as soon as I could write properly and read ... I
made up the game books and pay books every week for the keepers that were left: Nash, Kersey,
Caley, England and another one down near Iken whose name I don't know. By the time the war
had been on for a year, he'd only got five of the original 30. The rest had been called up.

There was also a warrener and a rat catcher, who got 4d a rabbit and a penny for a rat's tail.

Phyllis learned to play the large grand piano at Sudbourne Hall, taught by Olive Gould, a teacher at Sud-
bourne School who lived at the Chequers Inn where her father was the landlord.

.-+ At Sudbourne Hall we always had a lot of music — friends coming in... we entertained the men
from the hospital sometimes — the 'walking wounded' sent home from the war. They would be
given tea nad sandwiches, and we would sing 'It's a Long Way to Tipperary' or 'There's a Long,
Long Trail A-Winding'e.

-+ They [the Clarks] also had a pianola in the billiard room. When young Kenneth came back
from school, on holiday, we used to go though the pianola rolls. And he'd take me out in a boat on
The Lake. It was extraordinary, a boy of 14 spending his time with a four-year-old girl, but he was

always different from other people, and perhaps, like me, a lonely child. He wasn't very happy at
that time. He didn't like shooting — which, of course, annoyed his father, and he would never go

out with the shooting parties.

The lake at Sudbourne Hall (Qrford Museum)

... We had moved back to Smoky House for a time in 1917 ... We then went back to the Hall for a
while ... When old Kenneth came back from the war ... he sold the estate ... and they moved ...
but we were at the Hall until T was almost five, which brought us nearly to the end of the war —
1918.

... When my father came home after the war, in September 1919 8. .. we moved back to Gor-

leston.




I was put on the train to

All my holidays, the moment we broke up, very often the same day ...
to be picked up in the horse and cart and brought by my Grandfather Land to

Wickham Market,

After the war
Smoky House.

c 1890

L]

Smoky House

and

t]

It is marked on the John Norden map of the area

Smoky House was thatched and very old.

had that name ever since.



Phyllis is right. A cluster of buildings is shown on Map XIIIT " (the 'upland grounds’ of Sudbourne) of

Norden's survey although not identified by name’. Joseph Hodskinson's map of Suffolk in 1783 also shows

buildings on the site, marked as 'Smoaky House' i

Left: detail of Map 14 of Norden's survey (New Orford Town Trust/Orford Museum).
Right: detail of Hodskinson's map, 1782

George Ewart Evans has this to say in the chapter 'Bacon and ham curing' in his classic book about Blax-
hall, Ask the Fellows who Cut the Hay (Faber, 1965): ... most of the cottagers sent their hams to be dried to
the next village of Tunstall. Here the wheelwright had built himself a special drying house. This was quite a
small building with brick walls and a chimney but no fireplace. The hams and bacon were hung on iron
girders running across the drying house, about six or seven feet from the floor. Along the bottom of the wall
on one side, the wheelwright would place sawdust and wood chippings left over after he had made a wheel
or cart out of oak wood. He lighted a small fire and when it had caught he dampened the sawdust to stop it
burning too quickly, also to make the fire give more smoke. ... Sawdust would be fed onto the fire each
day; and the bacon would be left there for a period of a fortnight or three weeks. The children used to call
this drying house Smoky House; and it is worth noting that Thomas Tusser used the same term to describe
such a building nearly four hundred years ago.’

Smoky House at Sudbourne must originally have served the same purpose. The thatched three-story house,
one of three on the road between White Gates and Chillesford in the ‘cottage ornée ' style, undoubtedly
owes its appearance to the estate improvements and rebuilding undertaken by Sir Richard Wallace when he
owned the Sudbourne Estate from 1871 to 1886. However Phyllis says that behind the brick exterior walls
the house had thick wattle and daub interior walls, so some of the older timber framed buildings which




once occupied the site may remain. The extensive outhouses included stables, a game larder and kennels —
all essential for a gamekeeper.
Phyllis goes on to describe life in Sudbourne during the 1920s.

The airfield on Orford Ness had become part of the RAF's Aeroplane and Armament Experimental Estab-
lishment. The Forestry Commission plantations were not there at that time, so Phyllis was able to watch
what was going on over the river from her bedroom window:

The bedrooms faced east, and we kept a pair of binoculars on the window sill to look our for boats
on the sea, or watch aircraft as they practised dropping bombs over [Havergate] Island. Through
binoculars, you could see them quite clearly as they leaned out and dropped the bombs by hand.

-+ [Smoky House] stood by itself, in a couple of acres of ground. A birch wood behind us was
more than two fields away from the village and our nearest neighbours. But I don't think we ever
missed going to church on a Sunday, walking down.

My grandfather put hurdles across the yard to stop dogs — and me — getting out, and also to stop
tramps getting in. There were a lot of tramps at the end of the war. Many of them had been in the
Army and couldn't find a job afterwards so they trudged from workhouse to workhouse ... and we
were on the route.

It was a hard time

It was a hard life for the keepers too. Undoubtedly they used to have their whack of pheasants, rab-
bits and hares when nobody was looking. But they weren't paid very much.

.-« All the clothes for the keepers were made by the local tailor. Grandfather had two suits a year
because he didn't wear the keepers' tough corduroy twill suits; he had a sort of heather tweed,
which was also hard-wearing and thorn-proof. Keepers had one suit a year and two pairs of boots
and gaiters. They were given all the coal they wanted, all the wood they liked to collect.

PE il 4/t #

g L v | bk
L ll]l.‘l -{‘-.’.’1&"‘- .J. et A

The head keeper and the other gamekeepers ¢1890, before Edwin Land's arrival, but all are wearing suits
like those described by Phyllis, and gaiters. (Orford Museum)



.-+ When I started doing the books, Grandad — as head keeper — got something like 35 shillings a
week. But there were no rates and insurance on the house was paid by the boss. He had all the
horse's food free and — I think — all the paraffin he needed. Then when there was a big shoot — per-
haps 30 people — and it was up to Grandad to hire beaters and so on, there used to be marvellous
tips.

.- Sudbourne village was very poor. My grandmother used to pay one of the village women,
Mrs Goldsmith, to come on a Wednesday and do the washing by hand, peg it out, scrub the enor-
mous kitchen floor and various other jobs. She'd be given ‘elevenses’ — home-brewed beer or co-
coa - and a good meal at dinnertime, but it was a long day's work for half a crown. Mrs Goldsmith
had a consumptive husband who couldn't work.

Phyllis described the nearby houses — mostly the Lodges around Sudbourne Hall where the gamekeepers
and other estate staff lived:

There was Chillesford Lodge [where the agent for the estate lived], which was south-west. Then,
the other side of us, half a mile up the road, the White Lodge ... Then there was The Villa, which
was the East Lodge, where the estate secretary lived —a rather posher house ...

The Villa or East Lodge in Newton Broadway, 1900 (Orford Museum)

There was The Nursery, half a mile from us, where plants werc grown ready for the gardens at the
Hall. Then there was The Black Lodge [now called Rustic Lodge], which must have been the west
lodge, where George Welham lived with his ancient wife. 'Old Georgie' he was called ... I always
thought he was about 80, but he was referred to as our ‘boy''". It was reputed that Old Georgie, in




his younger days on some occasion of national celebration, had climbed to the top of Orford Cas-
tle and stood on his head. ... His job was to look after the chickens and turkeys. And the horse.
Saw all the wood. Do the gardening. Cut all the hedges. Go and do the beating for shooting par-
ties. Help with the pheasants when we were rearing them. He had to pump all the water and bring
it indoors ... perhaps it is no wonder Old Georgie was bad -tempered! ... another of Old Georgie's
jobs every day- to collect the dirty boots and shoes [and] clean them ... I don't think he got more
than £1 a week plus his house, but he got a good dinner ... It was a hard life for an old man.

Changes on the estate

-« [in 1917] Mr Clark sold Sudbourne Hall to Walter Boynton'? *++ He would, in turn, sell it to
Lord Manton, and Grandfather stayed on through these changes. Grandma still played her round
of golf ... winter and summer.

-+ Lord Manton [Joseph Watson] was an extraordinarily nice man, who really cared about peo-

ple. He was behind Watson's Matchless Cleanser — a soap — and had marvellous plans for the vil-
lagers. He was going to have proper windows and bathrooms put in the cottages. He had new ser-
vants' quarters built — which are still standing. The building looked a bit like a hospital. It was

rather ugly and out of keeping, but very comfortable with all mod cons including electricity”.

[ Lord Manton) unfortunately died in 1922 in a riding accident ... then the estate was split be-
tween his sons. One son, Alastair Watson, took Chillesford Lodge and tried several businesses
including growing blackcurrants and redcurrants '*. My grandfather still stayed for a time ... He
retired in 1929, I was 16.

«+» During the Second World War ... the people [of Sudbourne] were evacuated and the Army
moved in. The birch and heather woods at the back of Smoky House were used as a tank exercise
ground”. But I always call it 'home', you know. I still think of Sudbourne as home.

Phyllis Ellis

Phyllis trained as a teacher. In 1938, back in Gorleston, she married the well-known Norfolk naturalist
Ted Ellis. For 40 years they lived with their family of ‘five children at Wheatfen Broad, Surlingham. Ted,
who was the Keeper of Natural History at the Castle Museum in Norwich, wrote a regular column in the
Eastern Daily Press, broadcast on the radio and had his own BBC television programme. After he died in
1986 Phyllis founded the Ted Ellis Trust to preserve Wheatfen Broad as a nature reserve. She worked tire-
lessly for the Trust until her death in 2004.

Her memoirs, from which this article is drawn, contain more about life in Sudbourne as well as her long
and interesting life in Norfolk. Copies of 'From Osborne House to Wheatfen Broad' may be purchased via
the website www.wheatfen.com for £10 plus £3.50 p&p.

Notes

1. A balloon or airship, capable of being steered, also known by the name of its inventor, the Graf von
Zeppelin. For more about Zeppelins, see Bulletin 23, special First World War issue, Summer 2014, pp 19,
36-9. For a night-time aerial view of Wickham Market station, see Bulletin 23, p 52.

2 Kenneth Mackenzie Clark, his wife Alice and son, also Kenneth, had come to Sudbourne in 1904, see
'Stockbreeding on the Sudbourne Estate' by Jane Allen, Bulletin 22, Spring 2014, pp 10-22.

3. See Maggi Livingstone's article "The village schools during the war', Bulletin 23, Summer 2014, pp 15-
24.

4. According to the estate sale catalogue of 1918 it was a 14-hole course. It was immediately in front of
the Hall, on what is now the field between the main drive from White Gates and the horse chestnut avenue
to its west (information from Michael Flint).

5. One hundred years later, the narcissi continue to flourish in the woods behind the site of the Hall
(demolished in 1951). For more about the gardens at Sudbourne Hall see 'Memories of Sudbourne Hall' by
Clement Cocker, Bulletin 1, Autumn 2003, pp 8-10; 'More memories of Sudbourne Hall by Phyllis Hol-
ton, Bulletin 6, Summer 2006, pp 6-8; and 'A Land Girl at Garden House, Sudbourne Hall' by Valerie



Murrell, Bulletin 9, Autumn 2007, pp 7-9.

6. The gamekeeper near Tken was probably Fred Meadows. He and Jess Nash were Battle School wardens
during World War II see Bulletin 11, Autumn 2008, p 38.

7. This is intriguing information in the light of the fact that Sudbourne Hospital was burnt down in June
1915. See the article 'The Sudbourne & Orford Red Cross detachment' by Maggi Livingstone in Bulletin
23, p 73 where it is speculated whether wounded soldiers were accommodated in Sudbourne Hall after the
hospital burnt down and was not rebuilt. Phyllis says that the soldiers were 'from the hospital' but at under
two years old, she could not herself have remembered the titles of songs sung with the convalescent sol-
diers, so she was presumably told about the tea parties by her mother or grandmother.

8. This was 10 months after the Armistice of 11 November 1918. Jack, who had been gassed earlier in the
war, and was a very sick man on his return, suffering from heart trouble and terrible boils, was in the Army
of Occupation in Cologne until the latter part of 1919.

9. A survey of the property of Sir Michael Stanhope by John Norden, ¢ 1600, Suffolk Record Office
(Ipswich) EES/11/1.

10. The map is reproduced in Hodskinson's Map of Suffolk in 1783 with an introduction by D P Dymond,
Larks Press, 2003.

11. From the list of his tasks it is clear that Georgie acted as the back'us (back house) boy for the Lands.
The back'us boy was usually a youngster.

12. See Bulletin 22, pp 20-21.

13. Tt had a flat roof, so must have looked rather incongruous, see Phyllis Holton's article in Bulletin 6, p 6.
It must be the building called East Hall today which now has a pitched roof.

14. For a plan of the gardens in the 1930s, see Bulletin 9, p 6.

15. See "What went on in the Battle Area?' by Jane Allen, Bulletin 11, Autumn 2008, pp 29-33.
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PIETY AND PROPERTY IN PRE-REFORMATION WIDOWS® WILLS

An article in Bulletin 20 (Spring 2013) p 17 looked at the will dated 1 531 of an Orford widow, Alice Bache.
This article examines further wills made by women, mostly within 70 years of the beginning of the upheaval
which was the Reformation" _and one made afterwards, during the brief reign of queen Mary when Catholi-
cism returned.

There are too few wills made by women from Orford and the parishes in its hinterland to conclude
they were any more devout than their husbands were. However, with any real property (land)
owned by their husbands normally settled in their wills, widows were free to dispose of the per-
sonal property (money and chattels) they had in any way they chose. Thus clothing and household
items were often bequeathed, but only after the testatrix had made provision for the welfare of her
soul. This selection of (mostly) widows' wills sheds light both on their religious faith and their col-

ourful clothes. It also uncovers two interesting stories from a time when the Church, its buildings,
institutions and ceremonies permeated everyone's lives, but was also being challenged.

A ladder to Heaven from Broad Street, Orford

In 1483 Margaret Alysandir of Boyton made her will and left 2s 6d for a priest to celebrate a
mass at Scala Coeli in Rome or at the Chapel of the Blessed Mary of the Pew, which was in West-
minster.

The Scala Coeli indulgence originated in the chapel of Santa Maria Scala Coeli in Rome, part of
the monastery of Tre Fontane built on the site of the prison where St Paul was kept in captivity
prior to his execution. In 1138 the French monk St Bernard, while celebrating mass in the chapel,
saw in a vision a soul for whom he was praying ascending a ladder from Purgatory to Heaven. The
church thereafter offered, in return for payment, to celebrate a special requiem mass, the result of

which would be that the soul of the deceased would be ‘fast-tracked’ to Heaven®.

The roofless remains of the Friary on Norden's map of ¢1600 (New Orford Town Trust/Orford Museum).

This appealing indulgence seems to have become ‘franchised’ because in 1476 it became available
in the lower chapel of the Chapel Royal at Westminster. This explains why Margaret Alysandir
was able to give the alternative of Westminster rather than Rome for her mass. In 1504 the indul-
gence was granted to Westminster Abbey, perhaps to help pay for the new chapel built by king
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Henry VII, and then extended more widely. ‘The prestigious gild of St Mary at Boston
[Lincolnshire]... procured the indulgence in 1510, and its popularity spread rapidly; by the 1520s
bequests for Masses “at Scala Coeli” were common’>. The Austin Friars of Gorleston and Orford
acquired it by 15 19* - a useful money-spinner for the friaries, but rather curiously it features in
none of the wills from Orford and the immediate area. The Orford friary, fronting onto Broad

Street with grounds extending down Bridge (now Quay) Street, had been founded in 1295.

The west gable wall of the Friary is still standing today incorporated into a house
(photo Richard Quarrell)

Two Framlingham testators did avail themselves of the indulgence. The will of Henry Kerspe/
Crisp dated 4 November 1518: '/ wyll have vi messes seyd at Orford at the ... Scala Cely, the [fyrst
ii messes for my farther and my mother, the secunde ii messes for my Godfather and my God-
mother and the other ii messes for me and Agnes nty wife'. Then in 1519 Katherine Chapman,
singlewoman: 'I wyll have a messe songe al scala cely yn the Austen fryers of Orford'. Her execu-

tor (Sir Robert Kneyght) and two of the witnesses were priests”.
Because it was of late introduction in this country, intimately linked to Rome and the belief in Pur-
gatory, it was particularly bitterly attacked by the Reformers, especially the bishop of Worcester,

Hugh Latimer®.

To return to Margaret's will, there were monetary bequests to Boyton, Capel, Chillesford, Bromes-

well and Shottisham churches, her godchildren, friends, and her servant who also received a ‘cloak
of my livery’. Others were left her blue gown and old blue tunic. Finally she wanted her executors
to provide a book known as a portassc7, costing ten shillings, for Boyton church.
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Well-dressed widows of farmers and fishermen

Joan Algoode of Orford also left colourful clothes in her will of 1473 - her green kirtle and violet
gown. Margaret Hallywell of Sudbourne left her daughter Joan her cloak and amber beads.
Isabel Mannyng, the widow of Thomas who died in 1483, received two tenements in Sudbourne
for life, and although he wished his fishing nets to be sold, his widow kept an interest in fishing.

She bequeathed to her daughter, Joan the younger, @ manfare of spurling nets®’ and another

daughter received cows, sheep, utensils, bedding, a pair of beads, silver rings, a belt of silver’ and
her best cap.

Iken widows included Cecily Talbas (died 1486) whose daughters were left a violet gown with a
kirtle of e C,‘rerm;y9 * a tabard, a hood and a violet kirtle. Cecily continued farming after the death
of her husband and her son received horses for his plough and three cows. Margaret Talvesse,
possibly a different spelling of Talbas, died in 1529 and asked to be buried in Iken churchyard in
front of the porch door, a prominent position showing her relative wealth. She left properties with
very precise conditions. John Raynold was to have her house for four years paying 40s per annum.

He had to make sure hedging and ditching were carried out, except for the mill marsediche’. Each

year nine days thacking'® " had to be done. Her son-in-law, Henry Fox was to have the rushes from
the marsh to repair the house.

St Botolph's church porch, Iken (photo Richard Quarrell)



Margaret Andrew of Butley left ten shillings to the Friars of St. Francis, Ipswich, to celebrate a
trentall after her death in 1472. St. Gregory’s Trentall was favoured by many testators, male and
female, right up until the Reformation. It involved the saying of thirty masses during the year after
the decease of the testator, in addition to the daily Placebo and Dirige'". It derived from another
visionary legend, this time attributed to Pope Gregory. The fact it was celebrated over the whole
liturgical year made it especially powerful, it was believed, and benefited the deceased in Purga-
tory.

Did an image of Our Lady escape from Ipswich to Italy?

Joan Brood, a widow of Butley, who died in 1528 bequeathed a silver and gilt ring to my lady of
Yppyswyche', also known as Our Lady of Grace. Miracles were attributed to this image of the Vir-
gin Mary, standing in a chapel in Lady Lane, Ipswich, and it had attracted royal visitors in the
years just before Joan died. Queen Catherine of Aragon came twice in 1517, and Henry VI him-
self heard mass before the statue in 1522. Cardinal Wolsey attempted to attract new pilgrims to the
chapel, but the cardinal fell from grace, and the figure itself, with its magnificent coat and precious
ornaments, was removed to Westminster in 1538. The statue was supposedly burned, but there is a
tradition that it was smuggled out of the country and is, to this day, in the Italian town of Nettuno,
on the coast about 40 miles south of Rome.

The plague marking the spot where the chapel stood (photo Richard Quarrell)
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