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The Orford & District Local History Bulletin, Editor Richard Quarrell, is published twice a year
and sent to members of the Friends of Orford Museum.

The Friends of Orford Museum, started in 1994, are responsible for manning the museum,
for raising funds to help pay for the Museum’s running expenses and the cataloguing
and conservation of the collection as well as promoting interest in, and the study of,

the history of Orford and the surrounding area.

Subscription rates:
2015; Individual membership £11 per year; joint membership (two adults at same address) £16;
Young people under 18 at any member’s address may be added as family members.

As well as the Bulletin, members receive newsletters giving details of
social events, an annual lecture and occasional outings.

Application for membership should be made to the Chairman
Elizabeth Spinney, Brundish Lodge, High Street, Orford, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 2NW
01394 450622

Orford Museum reopened in the Upper Hall of Orford Castle on 21 April 2005, with the
permission of English Heritage, the guardians of the castle. The purchase of display cases and
information panels was funded by the New Orford Town Trust, the Heritage Lottery Fund, Suffolk
County Council Suffolk Coastal District Council and the Scarfe Charitable Trust.

Entry to the Museum is free of charge to all but it can only be open during English Heritage
opening times. Friends of Orford Museum receive a membership card allowing them free access
to the castle. English Heritage opening times apply to all. Without a Friends membership card
admission charges to the castle apply. Orford Museum relies on voluntary donations and
fundraising activities to cover its running costs. Guided tours of the Museum for individuals
or groups can be arranged. Please apply to the Curator.

The castle does not have access for the disabled. To compensate, there is a touch-screen
kiosk showing a 'virtual tour' of the Museum in the north aisle of St Bartholomew's Church
and an exhibition on display panels. Both by kind permission of the church.

Bulletin and illustrations © Orford Museum 2015, unless stated otherwise

Designed and prepared by
R P Quarrell

Printed by Leiston Press and published by the Friends of Orford Museum




JANE ALLEN 1947-2015

Earlier this summer I was asked to take on the role of Editor of Orford Museum's Bulletins and
Publications. Having worked so closely and so happily with Jane for the past eight years or more,
1 am very keen to ensure that the enterprise continues beyond her passing. 1 cannot hope to match
the quality of her legacy but I will try. To this end, I am extremely fortunate to have recruited the
support of Mike Bradshaw who can add gravitas where it m ight be sorely needed.

In our tributes 1o Jane, who alone was responsible for the inception, meteoric rise and sustained
growth of the Bulletin, what can we say? Her jovial and professional persistence ensured that
there would always be another exciting issue on the horizon, packed with articles contributed by
her ever-widening circle of fiiends and acquaintances, each with their unique memories and
knowledge of the history of Orford and the surrounding area. Twenty-four issues of the Bulletin
were miraculously produced on time every time.

For an insight into the private person behind the office of Editor, what better than fo reflect upon
what her husband, Tim, recorded at her funeral in April of this year.

Richard Quarrell, Editor

About Jane

Jane, ever an historian, asked me to offer a short account of her life. This is on the basis that many
of you know about only some aspects of her life and may be curious to fill in the gaps.

Jane was born in 1947 in Mansfield, where her father, Stanley, a dentist, was then working. Before
long, however, together with her mother, Sybil, who had been a graduate school teacher before her
marriage, and her elder sister, Ann, Jane moved to Bury St. Edmunds. Stanley had been appointed
as the local authority dentist for West Suffolk. In Bury, Jane’s younger brother, Vernon was born.



Jane initially attended the local schools in Bury. Then, dissatisfied with her progress at the Girls’
Grammar School, her parents sent her as a boarder to St. Monica’s, in Clacton. Evidently Jane was
well-taught at St. Monica’s. She went up to Cambridge in 1964 to read Law at New Hall. There
was, | am told, only one place available for Law at New Hall and Jane was selected to take it in the
face of stiff competition. I did not know Jane at Cambridge, even though we overlapped as under-
graduates for two years. But my younger brother, Andrew, who was also reading Law, went to
supervisions with Jane in Trinity.

When Jane came down, she did not, as she had once planned, go to the Bar, but instead became a
legal publisher: at Butterworths. There, in legal publishing, Jane flourished; developing her skills
as a writer and as an editor. She had charge of many of Butterworth’s major works, including the
English and Empire Digest and the Laws of Scotland. Michael Flint was one of many leading
lawyers whose books were published under Jane’s care.

Afier Jane had come to work in London, living in Oakley Street in Chelsea, we met and were
married. Our wedding was at St. Mary’s, Bury St. Edmunds on the 15" of May 1971 and our 44"
anniversary would have been yesterday. As some of you here now will remember, 44 years and
one day ago, after the marriage service, we all walked together, in the May sunshine, the short
distance down the street from St. Mary’s to the Athenaeum, where the reception was held. It was
fitting that, a few minutes ago, many of us walked, with Jane, the short distance from Bell House

to this Church.

As a young married couple Jane and I lived in London, always north of the river. We enjoyed the
delights of London life and we did not fancy the drudgery of commuting. In North London Jane
and I became active in local politics in the notorious London Borough of Haringey. I was elected
an opposition member of Haringey Council, a rough school in which I picked up skills which
proved useful in later life, not least as a member of the General Synod of the Church of England.
In both these sometimes hazardous ventures (first London politics and later Church of England
governance) and in other episodes, Jane gave me total support and encouragement. In the same
way, I backed Jane up in her own activities — for example, as a Magistrate on the Highgate Bench
and as a voluntary tutor teaching illiterate adults in central London to read.

After a time Jane and 1 found that life exclusively in London was constricting. We came to live,
initially as weekenders, in Orford. Coming to Orford was the best thing Jane and I ever did. We
were utterly happy ever since as members of the wonderfully caring Orford community. Increas-
ingly, after ill health forced Jane’s early retirement from legal publishing, Orford became the cen-

tre of our lives.

Although valiant attempts to learn to love sailing failed for us both and although Jane did not play
golf, or bridge, or keep a dog, she flourished in many of the other aspects of Orford life, not least
as a worshiper here in this Church and as a hard working member of the PCC. Jane loved this
Church and it was her wish that any donations in her memory should be given to its Fabric Fund.
One talent which developed remarkably in Jane during her life in Orford was that of being a
serious historian. Jane wrote and published two excellent books: the first “The Building of Orford
Castle” (in which she collaborated with her friends Valerie Potter and Margaret Poulter) and the
second on the remarkable story of the restoration of Orford Church by the Rev’d Edward Scott,
entitled “The Wallace Connection”.

Jane also edited and partly herself wrote all twenty-four issues to date of the Orford and District
Local History Bulletin, a publication of high quality. For many years she served also as Chair of
the Friends of Orford Museum, an exceptionally successful group with far more members than any
other voluntary body in the village. In addition to Jane’s historical work, she was active also in the



Suffolk Preservation Society, for a time as their local representative on planning matters and later
as contributor of book reviews to its magazine. Jane was a leading light in one of the local book
groups and in the lively French conversation group. Jane was an enthusiastic and expert gardener,
aided recently by Denise Smith and many of you will have seen how beautiful her garden now is.
It must be one of the very smallest gardens which is opened to the public under the National
Gardens Scheme. Jane sang as an alto in the Orford Benefice Choir. Jane was at her best as a
people person. She was a good friend to many, many people. She helped to make the community
tick. She brought out the best in others.

All this was achieved during the last two decades, in spite of cruel ill health. That Jane managed
nonetheless to do so much and to remain so positive owes much to the generous support which
was given to her by her friends in Orford and by the excellent doctors and nurses who cared

for her over the years in London and in Suffolk. In the last weeks of Jane’s life, as the cancer
remorselessly gathered pace, the care offered by our GPs, by the District Nurses, by the St.
Nicholas Hospice in Bury St. Edmunds, and by our Orford friends was exemplary. Equally
important to Jane and to me were the three priests who gave spiritual support to Jane as she went
through the accelerating pace of dying in London, in Orford, and in Bury. It is fitting, and would
have delighted Jane, that all three of them are taking part in this service.

To conclude, Jane was a remarkable, brave, tolerant, and kind person, with many talents, great
warmth and much generosity. Jane left the world a better place for her presence. And Jane was a
perfect wife, partner, companion and the best friend to me. I thank God for Jane and so should we
all. May she now rest in peace and rise in glory.

Tim Allen, 16 May 2015



THE ORFORDNESS LIGHTHOUSES - A GUIDING LIGHT

Setting the scene

The present Orfordness Lighthouse has been a guiding light for over 200 years for passing ships,
fishermen and sailing boats, with its beam flashing every five seconds to alert them to the sandbars
and knolls off the coast of the Ness. Its closure was announced in May 2010 by Trinity House with
the light being turned off on 27 June 2013. Southwold Lighthouse (originally installed by Trinity
House in 1889) has taken over, with its light increased in power from 17 to 24 nautical miles to
compensate for the loss of the Orfordness light.

The single blinking eye of the Orfordness Lighthouse, 1987. Drawing (collection: Simon Read)

Orfordness Lighthouse no longer functions as a lighthouse and has become an historic building
with all its associated memories. It was sold in September 2013 to the Orfordness Lighthouse
Trust, a charitable foundation formed to maintain the building and open it to the public. It remains
a well-known landmark for those who are looking for it during daylight hours - from the land, the
air and from the sea.

Before roads and railways (as we know them) appeared, coastal towns turned to the sea. This made
sense as to sail to a place was quicker than it was to walk, assuming of course ‘the place’ was on
the coast or a river. Ships sailed up and down the East Anglian coast, mostly within sight of land,
which made it possible to see well-known landmarks along the way and therefore pinpoint where
they were at any stage of the journey. Sailing across to the continent and back was not so simple,
the priority here was to know where the dangerous areas in the sea lay, in order to avoid disaster.

As a direct result of this, seamen with a knowledge of their particular area of the sea or river,
would offer their services for a fee to passing ships to guide them safely to their destination. They
became known as pilots. These pilots were well organised and often belonged to groups of beach-
men or companies based along the coast. They had to be ready to launch their boats at any moment
and race to a ship that hove into sight in order to arrive first and to clamber aboard, which in rough



weather could be extremely dangerous. Hence there was much competition up and down the East
Anglian coast, where they were known to be based; Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Southwold

Aldeburgh, Orford Haven and Harwich.'

When John Norden surveyed the Sudbourne estates for Sir Michael Stanhope in 1601, he showed
eight ships offshore and more in the Rivers Ore and Alde on his map of the area. If you look out to
sea now, you might see a few container ships, but you would be unlikely to see cight ships sailing
close to Orford Ness all at one time, and most definitely not thirty-two ships, the number wrecked
off Orford Ness in 1627.

Norden map showing boats off Orford Ness (Orford Museum: 2001.12.18(b))
(collection: The New Orford Town Trust)

This was just the tip of the iceberg, as during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries coal was
shipped in vast amounts, figures given in Hervey Benham’s book entitled Once upon a Tide
suggest that... “in 1844 three quarters of the sailing coaster fleets were employed on coal, and ten
thousand seamen were at work bringing two and a half million tons from the north to London
alone”.? If we stay in the 1600s and look at the sea as a connector rather than a divider’ and link it
to the rivers of the area, it becomes clear that Orford and the surrounding villages were part of a
much wider community and market. An English and international community were able to travel
to and fro using the sea rather like the motorway, it was a fast pathway to link places and people.
The knowledge and craft of ship building and seamanship which was in abundance in Orford and
Aldeburgh became the means to explore wider markets. The sea therefore offered an opportunity.
Steam ships were fuelled by coal, and they had to pass the lighthouse as part of their journey.




Vivid and Waterwitch, off Orfordness in a breeze. Humber Union Steam Company, October 1850

(collection: Michael Flint)

Looking at the map, Suffolk is nearer to Belgium and France than it is to the North of England

or the West Country. For trading purposes, this was of great advantage to the enterprising East
Anglian people, who used the rivers and sea routes to turn the area into an extended trading hub.

We know that coal was imported into the area,
whilst dairy products were exported, as was
wool across to the continent.

Shipping to and from London came to trade,
sailing into the Rivers Ore and Alde to do
business in Orford, Aldeburgh and all the way
up the river to Snape. Whilst passing ships
would be seen sailing by on their way to
another port up the coast, maybe Dunwich,
Lowestoft, Hull, Newcastle and beyond (and
of course in the opposite direction).

[t was a brave man who ventured out in a boat
in those early days of seafaring, but when
successful, it promised great riches. This was
reflected in the history and wealth of Orford,
which grew with the trade that came its way.
The Orford Town Trust’s ‘weights and
measures’ to be found in Case 2 of Orford
Museum, would have been used during the
boom years as well as the rare early fourteenth




century Orford wool seal matrix which would have been used to stamp bales of wool destined
most likely for Flanders, where there was a great demand for it.*

Orford wool seal matrix. Early Fourteenth Century (Orford Museum: 2005.23.1)

Fishing was part of a growing industry as well, with fishermen sailing up to Iceland and returning
with large herring catches, the herring becoming part of the staple diet for a growing population.

... a pamphlet by Tobias Gentleman of Southwold, titled England’s Way to Win
Wealth and To Employ Ships and Mariners, printed in 1614, which enumerates
the East Anglian shi<ps sailing to Iceland annually; from Orford and Aldeburgh
ten to twelve barks;”

The physical structure of the North Sea and the English Channel make for a tricky place with its
prevailing currents and shallow waters. Add to this mix the influences of the sun and moon which
produce twice daily tides, plus the high tides of spring and autumn, and you can have a complicat-
ed mix - these latter tides often cause devastating floods especially if the wind is in the wrong di-
rection pushing the water up rivers and waterways to flood far inland.

A description written by Hilaire Belloc, an Anglo-French writer and historian (1870-1953),
describes how whilst sailing from Lowestoft to Harwich he was caught in a terrifying storm and
needed to find shelter in Orford Haven;

As Orfordness came near, the seas that had hitherto followed like giants in battle now
took to a mad scrimmage. They leapt pyramidically, they heaved up horrible under her;
she hardly obeyed her helm, and even in that gale her canvas flapped in the troughs.
Then in despair I prayed to the boat itself (since nothing else could hear me), “Oh, Boat,”
for so I was taught the vocative, “bear me safe round this corner, and I will scatter wine
over your decks . She heard me and rounded the point and so terrified was I that (believe
me if you will) I had not even the soul to remember how ridiculous and laughable it was
that sailors call this Cape of Storms ‘the Onion."

There were also other dangers besides the sea itself; the sea was a connector for everyone and
therefore in times of war there was the threat of invasion, whilst piracy on the seas and coastal



raids were an ongoing menace for the trading ships and the coastal towns. The Lighthouse was
attacked by a French privateer on 23 June 1707, with damage occurring to the lantern and items
stolen. Another attack occurred in 1708, this time an English privateer shot at the lighthouse and
broke the glass of the lamp, and stole the keepers’ beds and fire irons.” The disaster recorded in
1627 of thirty two ships wrecked in a storm off Orford Ness was without doubt a human tragedy.
It was also a costly one which will have left many traders losing large sums of money. The disaster
resulted in the first lighthouses being erected on Orford Ness and one wonders if it was due to the
pressure of traders (both local and further afield) that they were built, rather than the human cost?
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Section of East Coast map by Williamm Heather 1811 showing the High and Low Lights
(Orford Museum: 2004.48.5)

The Lighthouses

The first lights were simple structures made of wood, a ‘high’ light and a ‘low” light, which
indicated a safe route for shipping between the sand banks of Sizewell Bank and Aldeburgh Napes
as long as the two buildings were aligned. They were built by Sir John Meldrum circa 1637, ten
years after the disaster, due maybe to the length of time it took to petition and negotiate with the
Crown. Sir John Meldrum sold his grant to Alderman Gerard Gore who was given a lease by
Charles 1st on 13 April 1637, this allowed him to charge one penny per ton from every ship that
passed the site. He gave in return a yearly sum of £20 to the Crown. The lights were temporarily
linked to Aldeburgh rather than Orford when Gore asked the Aldeburgh Corporation to collect the
tolls on his behalf in 1643 and 1650.

At this time the ‘high’ light was lit with a coal fire, and the front ‘low” light was lit with candles
inside a lantern, which would have been difficult for passing ships to see as soot deposits would
build up and cover the inside of the lantern, requiring constant cleaning. It was the start ofa
sequence of events in which the lights were washed away by the sea and rebuilt and new owners
followed new owners. Sir Edward Turner (1691-1720) was the next followed by Henry Grey
(1720-1792) all of whom built a succession of lighthouses. Henry Grey built masonry structures
and later wood clad structures which were either washed away or in two cases burnt down due
to the use of oil as a new type of fuel. However, Grey’s final light lasted 60 years before being
engulfed by the sea.



Henry Grey’s Low Light, with the new High Light in the background.
A drawing by C Stanfield A.R.A., engraved by E Finden. (Orford Museum: 1993.23.1)

In 1792, under the ownership of Sir John Griffin, the first Lord Braybrooke, the last lighthouse
was commissioned and came into service a year later. It was much taller than previous lights and
once the last ‘low’ light (built by Henry Grey) was washed away by the sea, it was specially
adapted to guide shipping safely past using just the one building. This is essentially the lighthouse
we see today.
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William Daniell’s 1822 engraving of Orfordness Lighthouse
with the ‘low® light (built by Henry Grey) visible beyond. (Orford Museum: 2015.1)
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The designer was William Wilkins who had already designed two other lighthouses. Orfordness
Lighthouse is similar to his previous designs with its elegant circular tower built with bricks
covered with stucco and reinforced with iron bands. It still has its original Coade® Stone panel
above the door with Roman numerals giving the date of construction in 1792. The 14 oil fueled
‘Argand’ lamps set in silver-plated parabolic reflectors were installed and working by May 1793.
They were a new invention patented in 1784 by a Swiss, Aimé Argand. They gave out a much
brighter light and a cleaner flame but had a high consumption of oil. During this period from 1637
to 1793, all the lighthouses on Orford Ness were built by private investors, and looking at what
they charged they must have more than recouped their money. It appears that Lord Braybrooke,
who owned the Winterton lighthouse in Norfolk and Orfordness Lighthouse, had received a net
profit of £13,414 each year from the charges he levied on passing ships.” There were periods in the
history of these lighthouses when the service they rendered had been decidedly poor, complaints
had forced some improvements, but overall, and nationwide, there was a general feeling of anger
at the excess charges and poor service. The result of this was that Parliament passed an Act in

1822 giving powers to Trinity House to purchase all lighthouses in private hands. This inevitably
created great difficulties for Trinity House, not least the length of negotiations required to reach a
settlement purchase price, but also the costs involved in purchasing the lighthouses.

The sums paid varied, but in some cases were immense. The lighthouses held under Crown
patents at Harwich, Hunstanton, Dungeness, Winterton, Wintertonness and Orfordness,
were purchased for £302,419. T

Trinity House’s role, was and is to make the navigation routes around the British Isles as safe as
possible for merchantmen, the Royal Navy and anyone else who ventures into our waters. It is also
very much involved in charitable work, helping those men and families who had spent a life at sea
and come upon hard times. After its incorporation in 1514 by King Henry VIII, it grew from a
small beginning, helping ships navigate safely up the River Thames with trained men known as
pilots, to its present role of a General Lighthouse Authority, Charitable Organisation and Deep Sea
Pilotage for ships trading in Northern European waters. Under the guardianship of Trinity House,
the Orfordness lighthouse was given two extra ‘Argand’ lamps in 1838, making 16 in all and two
fully trained lighthouse keepers were installed to maintain the daily tasks required. There was an
annual inspection by the Elders of Trinity House as well as regular checks by a District Superin-
tendent.

The lighthouse keepers were there primarily to keep the light burning, in addition they maintained
the property and the access route, a pathway from the lighthouse to the Ferry which would take
them across the River Ore to Orford to collect supplies and other items. This pathway crossed
Stoney Ditch, and looking at the Record Book held in the museum’s store, the bridge crossing
needed frequent maintenance and repairs. The Ferry was how the lighthouse families crossed to
the mainland, and was the only way the children could get to Orford School.
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Orfordness Lighthouse Repair Book 1924-1985 (Orford Museum: 1998.5.1)
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William Daniell’s engraving (see page 9) clearly shows the outside structure of the lighthouse. In
the 25 June 1853 article of the /llustrated London News, another engraving depicts the Lighthouse
in the background and shows the two additional dwellings on either side of the tower, which
would have housed the two lighthouse keeper’s families. The article tells the rather dramatic story
of how the first electric submarine telegraph cable was laid, in stormy seas, from England to
Holland with the Orfordness Lighthouse as its starting point and Scheveningen as its end point.
This was one of the very early telegraph lines to be laid and enabled London to be connected to
The Hague.

Tllustrated London News dated June 18, 1853 (Orford Museum: 1996.21.29(c))

Over the following years from 1866 to 1888 Trinity House continued to update Orfordness
Lighthouse; the structure of the interior being changed quite dramatically, with new floors and
stairs being designed and installed; the line of windows at the front disappeared with new
staggered windows appearing, these lined up with the new internal floor levels. The facilities

of the two dwelling houses were greatly improved and some of the outer buildings appeared; the
latter included a wash house, stable, coach house and pig sty plus a little later, a building to store
the oil.

Orford High Ligthhouse, proposed additions and alterations to tower and dwellings
(Orford Museum: 2004.53.1 and 2)
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The space for the lantern at the top of the lighthouse was increased, changing the slim original
tower to the fuller shape we see today, this allowed the new light and lens designed by Chance
Brothers & Co of Smethwick to be installed. It was still fueled by oil and was focused by a First
Order Fresnel lens.'" For the first time the lighthouse was painted its recognisable red and white
stripes. The red and green lights or ‘sector lights’ appeared from 1899 to 1913 when Henry Grey’s
‘low’ light was finally taken by the sea. For the first time the remaining ‘high’ light served as the
sole aid to navigation as a single white light was placed above the sector lights to shine in the
direction of the lost ‘low’ light. Importantly, the main light was made to flash for the first time
with the light phase being longer than the dark phase. It also became officially ‘an aid to naviga-
tion”.'> An upgrading of the lights occurred in 1913-1914 to the existing system, and was used
right up to the decommissioning of the lighthouse in 2013. I was lucky to see these lights in
working order when given a tour of the lighthouse by the then Trinity House Estates Manager.
They were very impressive, with the main light revolving on a bed of mercury. Because of the
rotation, the light flashed every five seconds. The new sector lights were moved higher up the tow-
er and were seen through new windows, showing to the north-east the red light and to the south-
west a green and red light. The walls above and below these new windows had to be strengthened
with additional iron bands.
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Orfordness Lighthouse Lantern and Sector Light as seen in 2013
(photo: Jennifer Hall)

Orford Ness was compulsorily purchased from Lord Rendlesham by the Government in the
summer of 1914, with the Royal Flying Corps taking up residence in 1916. The First World War
therefore saw the lights turned off, and eleven Territorial Army soldiers billeted at the lighthouse.
It effectively became a ‘look-out post’. The lights were only turned on, on the orders of the
District Senior Naval Officer when British Naval convoys were in the area, otherwise they
remained off to stop them being used to the benefit of the enemy. The Ness continued to be used
as a military area after the Great War, with the effect that Trinity House eventually moved the two
families out of the Lighthouse to accommodation elsewhere on 20 October 1936." This ended 100
years of domestic accommodation of the building and eventually led to the future removal of the
two accommodation blocks in 1939.
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During World War Two the Lighthouse was painted brown and green to camouflage it from the

enemy. Despite this it was fired upon by enemy planes in December 1941 causing external damage

but thankfully, there were no casualties. The red and white paint returned in 1944,

A camouflaged Orfordness Lighthouse in WWII Orfordness Lighthouse as seen in June 2014
(photo: Trinity House) (photo: Jennifer Hall)

Over the whole of 1959, the lighthouse was converted to an ‘electric unwatched’ category and
the accommodation blocks were removed. Thereafter the lighthouse did not change substantially,
apart from general maintenance and the repair of the brickwork in 1961. From 1961 to 1964 the
equipment for running the lighthouse remotely from Harwich was installed and tested with it
finally being given the go ahead on 6 July 1964.

On 20 September 1965 the last Keepers departed the station, as recorded in the Station Order

Book: :
“Assistant Keeper A Tromans and Supernumeray Assistant Keeper TW McClure
withdrawn from Station and keys handed to Mr CA Underwood, Attendant. The
Station is now controlled from Harwich Depot.”"

The Orfordness Lighthouses have been through many technological advances over their three
hundred year history. The Industrial Revolution saw sailing ships change to steam ships and
navigation transformed from visual recognition of coastal landmarks to Global Positioning
Systems used today. The early lighthouses on Orford Ness made a lot money for their owners
although there was sometimes a reluctance to pay the appropriate dues once in port.

13



JMW Turner, watercolour painting entitled ‘Orfordness’ 1827
(collection: The Whitworth, University of Manchester)

Artists have celebrated the lighthouse with images showing its development over time and in
moments of great peril for those on the sea. IMW Turner’s watercolour illustrates this. Without the
evidence of maritime artists we would not know what the lighthouse looked like in 1822 or what
Henry Grey’s Low Light looked like in 1793. Their drawings, engravings and paintings have
recorded the past for us to enjoy today. The guiding light of Orfordness and its guardianship of the
shipping lanes have kept many ships and people safe. Its shining light would have been a welcome
sight for many returning sailors and fishermen.

Jennifer Hall
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