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Just published!

The Making of a Borough: Orford and its Charter of 1579
by Margaret Poulter, Valerie Potter and Vic Harrup

Margaret Poulser is a professional archivist and former
Curator of Orford Museum

in various London schools and is
jends of Orford Museum

9178095514738141 >

The idea for this book developed from the opening
of Orford Museum in Orford Castle in April

2005. The new museum included (and still does)

a case and a display panel dedicated to the former
borough, and in connection with this we mounted
an exhibition of some of the documentary material
in Saint Bartholomew’s church.

Spurred on by this and by our previous publication,
The Building of Orford Castle: A Translation of the
Pipe Rolls 1163-1178 produced in 2002, it seemed
an obvious progression to publish another book

to provide a transcription/translation of the 1579
charter, with a commentary as in the case of the
Pipe Rolls.

The present book is the result. It took a long

time to complete as there were various stumbling
blocks along the way, not least the untimely

death of Jane Allen before she could begin work
on her contribution. Jane was a dedicated and
indefatigable local historian, a professional editor,
and a former Chairman of the Friends of Orford
Museum. She would have been delighted to know
that the ‘charter book’ has at last been published.

The aim of The Building of Orford Castle was
to make the information in the Pipe Rolls, the
official Exchequer accounts that are written in
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TaE MAKING OF A
BorougH

ORFORD AND ITS CHARTER OF
ELIZABETH 1 1579

Margaret Poulter, Valerie Potter
and Vic Harrup

Latin, accessible to a wider audience. The purpose
of this book is essentially the same. It is intended
for students, historians, family historians and
general readers wishing to get to grips with the
documentary history of an East Anglian coastal
borough and its role in the wider scheme of things.

The core of the book is a transcription and
translation of the charter granted by Elizabeth

I'in July 1579, which transformed Orford into

an incorporated borough with a mayor, portmen
(the equivalent of aldermen) and chief burgesses.
Accompanying this is a commentary bringing
Orford and its inhabitants to life. Orford in its
medieval heyday was a thriving town, important
enough to appear with other East Anglian towns
such as Great Yarmouth, King’s Lynn, Ipswich and
Dunwich in the lists of those that were required by
royal writ to provide ships furnished with men and
equipment for the Scottish and French wars.

Whether it was the collapse of the wool trade, the
silting up of the river, piracy, or the depredations
of the lord of the manor that ultimately led to

its decline, by 1579 Orford was described in the
charter as being in the greatest state of ruin and
decay. Even if the poor state of the town was
exaggerated in order to obtain the charter (a similar
description is not unknown in other cases) it does



point to the need for a boost to the economy that
such a charter might provide.

Evidence from original sources covers activities

in the town, trade and taxes, politics, piracy and
war, shipping and fisheries, ‘speeding fines’ and
other punishments, including half a day in the

town stocks for being a ‘common scold’. It lists the
inhabitants who contributed towards the costs of the
charter, and details the attempts by the Willoughby
family, lords of the manor of Sudbourne in the

16" century, to ‘take over’ the town, resulting in

the steward being taken off to Melton gaol by the

townsfolk, with a rowdy escort of 30 horsemen. See
below, Turmoil in a Tudor Town.

The Making of a Borough charts the rise and
decline of the town following the completion of
the castle in 1173 until 1886 when the borough was
finally dissolved and replaced by the Orford Town
Trust (since 1996 the New Orford Town Trust). The
problems of governing such a borough often feel
surprisingly modern.

Margaret Poulter

Turmoil in a Tudor town
Orford and its 1579 Charter

The beginning of the troubles

The new charter obtained by the town in 1579
enhanced the previous charters, but why was it
required by the burgesses at this time? The seeds of
the disputes between Lord Willoughby of Parham
and the townsfolk of Orford are explained in Chapter
Two of Dairmaid MacCulloch’s Suffolk and the
Tudors.

William, Lord Willoughby of Eresby,died in 1526 and
a bitter family dispute erupted between the potential
heirs. Willoughby’s brother, Sir Christopher, was the
heir apparent, but the childless peer remarried after
his wife’s death and had a daughter, Katherine, with
Mary de Salinas, one of Queen Katherine’s Spanish
ladies-in-waiting. Sir Christopher’s case was legally
strong, but Mary could count on the Queen to press
her case with Wolsey.

In 1529 Sir Christopher staked his claim to Orford,
but was met with resistance from the townsfolk who
were favourable to Lady Willoughby. The matter
was settled in Star Chamber in 1531 and by an
Act of Parliament five years later. By this time Sir
Christopher’s son, William, later Lord Willoughby
of Parham, was in possession of Orford. It would
appear that he began to exact revenge for the favour
given to Lady Katherine by the town. A ship named
the Katherine Willoughby was built for the King’s
fleet in 1532, presumably named for Lady Katherine
and showing the Queen still had some influence
within the Realm not long before the annulment of
her marriage to Henry.

There were disputes between the townsfolk of

Orford and Willoughby within a short while after
he became the lord of Orford Manor in about 1536.
Depositions were taken from local men and others
who knew Orford well in 1540 concerning fishing
rights and shackage. One of these was Thomas
Spicer, born in Hollesley in 1507. The former issue
was exacerbated by the narrowing of the river near
Havergate Island probably due to silting, sea level
changes and storm damage. Fewer stall boats could
be accommodated, and this led to a dispute with
William Forth of Butley, who purchased the Priory
lands and the fishing rights pertaining to them in
1546.

Although local fishermen gave evidence in 1540 they
seemed to accept that it was not possible to have as
many stall boats in the river as in the past. What did
concern them was that Willoughby was preventing
them from running their sheep, after the harvest was
taken, on certain fields as they had previously done.
The practice was known as shackage. Clearly the
dispute had begun before 1540 because a number of
the burgesses, led by the butcher Robert Pawling,
had sold articles from the church to finance their
case, that is ‘to maintain the liberties of Orford’
against Willoughby. Although some, such as the 70
year-old Orford yeoman John Garnon objected, a 30
cwt bell was sold to a London salter for 20 shillings
a hundredweight, and a silver-gilt cross and chalice
were also parted with for a further £20 or more.

Acting for Willoughby was his bailiff Thomas
Spicer, who, stirred up the inhabitants over the next
15 years to such an extent that he was physically
attacked and even marched to Melton Gaol during



Castle detail from sheet 16 of the Norden Survey 1600-1602.

IRO ref. EES/11/1 (IRO = Ipswich Record Office)

the minor rebellion, known as ‘the campyng tyme’,
in 1549. It was Spicer himself who set the scene
for the disturbance that was to follow. He said that
during a service in Orford church, during the singing
of the Magnificat, the constable Matthew Farrer
speaking in a loud voice that caused the priest to
cease singing, said, ‘Spicer, I command you, in the
King’s behalf and in the name of all the town here,

and by virtue of the charter, that you meddle no
further here in your office of bailiff’s work under the
name and title of William Willoughby esquire, and
that you put away your master’s sheep now being
in Newton Field between this and Saturday next, or
else I and my fellows will drive them away.’

Spicer then claimed that the parson and his parish




priest, presumably Richard Pearson and his curate,
along with John Pye, Robert Pawling, Matthew
Farrer and John Hynd went into the field and drove
out nearly 400 sheep, of which 160 died. There
is some confusion in the depositions of others,
understandably, in the numbers of sheep involved,
but also in the location of the sheep walk.

They said the sheep were taken from King’s Field,
maybe because they were moved there after the
incident in the church. The most interesting statement
was made by John Jaye, yeoman of Wantisden, aged
59, who had been servant to the Prior of Butley, and
currently served Willoughby. He had known King’s
Field for 30 years and those who used to shack there
were given lands in exchange for their rights by an
ancestor of Willoughby.! The outcome of all this is
unknown.

Willoughby was in dispute in 1545 and the following
year with Edward Cleydon of Boyton and William
Forth of Butley. They were about fishing rights, and
need not detain us for long, although it is interesting
that Thomas Spicer was accompanied by Thomas
Manning, John and Robert Edmonds, John Margett,
Walter Edye, John Johnson, John and William Hynde
and John Buckle and others when they carried away
Cleydon’s boat and threatened him. Several of these
men also detained Forth’s stall boat, but some of
them turned against Willoughby later. Cleydon
probably won his case and Forth and Willoughby
agreed in the High Court of Chancery not to trespass
on the waters of the other.?

In 1533 Thomas Rushe, lord of the manor of
Sudbourne, and the burgesses of Orford had leased
their newly-built windmill to Gilbert Johnson for
nine years at the rate of 46s 8d per annum.* By 1539
Thomas was dead and his children, Anthony and
Margery, were the wards of Thomas Wriothesley,
later to become Lord Chancellor of England.*
Thus Willoughby did not have to deal with a man
of the stature of Rushe to oppose his seizure of the
windmill.

However the burgesses submitted a petition, part
of which is illegible due to damage. They charged
Willoughby with taking away their income from the
windmill, along with the acre of ground it stood upon,
by force at a (manor) court held in the Borough. The
number of burgesses was only seven, instead of 12,
and Willoughby would not permit any more to be

elected. Indeed he had openly said that they would
never have burgesses again in the borough as long
as he lived.’

In 1540 the butcher Robert Pawlyng, John Marryett
a tailor, Matthew Farrer a barber, John Pye and
John Edmondes, burgesses of Orford, on behalf of
themselves, the other burgesses and the inhabitants
of the town, petitioned Thomas, Earl of Essex, that
he act to prevent Willoughby from overriding the
authority given them by way of charters granted by
previous monarchs. They addressed him as High
Chamberlain of England and Lord Privy Seal so he
was Thomas Cromwell, who held the latter position
between 1536 and 1540. He was created Earl of
Essex and High Chamberlain by the King on 18th
April 1540, only two months before his arrest on
10th June. A month later he was executed.

The petitioners claimed that King Henry had issued
a writ to the recently deceased Sheriff of Norfolk
and Suffolk whereby the burgesses of Orford were
commanded to elect two of their number to attend
Parliament as burgesses, which they had done,
although at great cost to themselves, receiving no
allowance from the King. The costs and charges
were borne by them and the poor inhabitants of
the town, yet Willoughby claimed that he held the
whole liberties and profits in ‘fee farm’ from the
King, and demanded payments from the inhabitants.
The petitioners did not know by what title he made
his claim, but had searched the records of the Court
of Exchequer and Chancery, back to the time of
King Edward II (reigned 1307 to 1327), and found
no evidence of Willoughby’s claim. They relied on
charters previously granted by the present King’s
predecessors as their evidence for their various
patents and grants.

As a result of these additional costs and the annual
payments to the King, the inhabitants were now
in extreme poverty and may be compelled ‘to flee
and utterly forsake’ the town and live elsewhere in
England. Such action would result in the destruction
of the port and haven unless a speedy remedy was
provided. They pointed out that Orford stood near
the sea and many vessels, loaded with goods, and
their crews, had been saved from drowning or
robbery. In times of war enemies had been repelled
by the inhabitants.

They asked the Earl to restore their liberties, and



that Willoughby, ‘now being here in London’ be
compelled to show what proofs he had. Finally they
signed off, praying to God for the King’s prosperous
estate, and for the Earl’s ‘good lordship’ to endure.
Unfortunately Cromwell fell from grace immediately
afterwards, which may have resulted in the petition
being ‘lost’ and no action taken to stop Willoughby
continuing to ride roughshod over the townsfolk .6

In 1791 John Randall from Orford copied a document
‘found among the records in Star Chamber’ which
was the bill filed by Willoughby against the
Burgesses of Orford in 1541. Willoughby claimed
that he had inherited from his forebears the castle
and ‘village’ of Orford and 250 acres of land, pasture
and marsh, paying to the King £20 pa. They had been
in his family for 200 years. He then accused Robert
Pawling, John Maryet, John Pie, Robert Partriche
and Matthew Farrer with assembling on 6th October
1541 in riotous manner with bows, staves, swords
and bucklers (small shields) to expel Willoughby
and his officers.’

The draft of the burgesses’ reply survives and refers
to charters granted by kings right back to Henry II1
(reigned 1216 to 1272). The present king, Henry
VIII, had granted patents in the second year of his
reign, and owned the castle, town mill and marsh for
which the burgesses paid £30 a year to the Exchequer
for the use thereof.?

Charges against Spicer

The next set of charges was levelled against Spicer
alone and, if they were true, reveal the bailiff to be
a thoroughly wicked man. The main accusations
were that he had mown the Common, and declared
in church before all the parish that if any man placed
cattle on the Common he would kill the animals. He
had undermined the castle and locked the gate so
that access to the beacon to light it was denied. He
hired two men, Knappett and Grene, to remove the
King’s timber from Sudbourne for his own use. A
further 40 feet of royal timber was taken and they
also took a barrel of pitch belonging to a Lowestoft
man for Spicer.’

A confrontation between Spicer and the constable
was related in yet another document listing
complaints against the former made by the seven
burgesses. In August, probably 1541, Spicer had
entered the field where the inhabitants had their
cattle and drove some of them to the pound, which

was within the castle walls, and locked the gate.
John Utting, his deputy, was to fine the owners a
penny for each animal that had been detained. Thus
Robert Pawling, for example, was charged five
pence. The following day Spicer had removed more
animals, which the deponents said were permitted to
be where they were it being after harvest and during
shack time.

At some stage in all this furore the constable,
Matthew Farrer, had threatened to place Spicer
in the stocks. According to Farrer, Spicer came to
his door and verbally assaulted him, saying he had
come to see whether Farrer would place him in the
stocks now. He had put more cattle in the pound and
wondered which of ‘the proudest knaves’ would
fetch them out.

Farrer then, in the King’s name, charged Spicer to
keep the King’s peace, adding he ‘did not well’ to
put cattle in the pound at shack time, which was
of old custom. Thereupon Spicer took his sword
and buckler and said, ‘If thou hast a weapon I
would displease thee’. He then returned them to his
saddlebow, took off his jacket and untied his points
(laces holding clothing together) and would have
struck Farrer had he not retreated into his house.
Spicer then left saying he was doing his master’s
will.!0

The complainants then referred to the decay of the
castle, adding that it stood a mile from the sea and
‘20 score tayllers yards’ from the Haven. Every grant
and charter reserved the castle to the King’s use and
exempted it from the fee farm. Thus Willoughby had
no jurisdiction over it.

Other charges related to Spicer’s treatment of
women and the poor generally. He had conveyed
away William Boote’s wife, who was not seen
again. Robert Cage’s wife had likewise been allured,
enticed and conveyed away, taking with her some
of her husband’s goods which, it was alleged, were
later found in Spicer’s stable. He drove Katheryn
Wiseman’s cattle and horses out of her grounds to
the pound and would not allow her to feed them.
As a result three beasts, a colt and a horse died. He
took away a bay trotting gelding and a young mare,
the latter being looked after by Thomas Manning
for a Letheringham man, and sold the mare. Two of
Robert Pawling’s horses were taken off the Common
to a desolate place where they died.



People were cheated out of their inheritance, for
example when John Shyming married the daughter
and heir of Johan Clerk, after the mother died John
had to buy the land from Spicer which he should
have inherited. An executor was unable to sell a
tenement in accordance with the deceased’s will
without Spicer’s approval, and presumably a bribe
of some sort.

It appears that the complainants against Spicer were
dredging up all they could against him, and it was
common in Tudor times to overstate charges in
court. So we must regard some of the above with
suspicion.

The inhabitants ‘worse troubled’ by Willoughby

The Chantry dedicated to St. Mary was closed along
with all such institutions in 1547, so complaints
against Willoughby concerning the Chantry lands
post-dated the other ones. Clearly an order made in
the court of Star Chamber had not been observed
by Willoughby and the inhabitants were ‘worse
troubled’ by him. He had held a manorial court and
unjustly seized the copyholds of Thomas Manning
and others. He had also leased the Chantry lands to
John Sawer and ploughed up the lands of the church.

Spicer had allowed Sawer to run 1,000 sheep, and
Thomas Harman 200 sheep, on the town fields. Spicer
and Sawer had ploughed up various ways leading to
Gedgrave Chapel. A new charge was added. James
Coo, with the help of various inhabitants, had carried
his boat to the Haven, but Spicer had arranged for
two men to cut the cable so that the anchor was lost."!

Clearly things got no better between the townspeople
and Lord Willoughby of Parham, created baron in
1547. John Spilwater, Robert Pawling, John Mansall,
Alexander Dame and others made an appeal in Star
Chamber to the Lord Chancellor, who was Bishop
of Winchester. Stephen Gardiner was reinstated by
Queen Mary upon her accession to the throne in
1553, having been deprived and held in the Tower
during Edward VI’s reign.

Willoughby had ignored an earlier ruling, and the
inhabitants were unable to enjoy the liberties and
privileges thathad appertained before the present Lord
Willoughby became manorial lord 15 years before.
There were three main charges, that Willoughby had
interfered with the election of burgesses, he had let
the Chantry lands to John Sawer who had ploughed

them, and Spicer had granted privileges to Sawer in
the shack time.'?

On the last day of September 1554 Sir William Drury
and Clement Higham esquire took depositions from
16 men, all except two from Orford, regarding an
event that had taken place the previous 7th January.
They were commanded by the Court of Chancery
to look into a dispute between Thomas Spicer and
Robert Pawling, the former charging the latter with
false imprisonment.

All the deponents, mostly mariners but also a
butcher, a fishmonger, a smith, two husbandmen
and a labourer, were sworn, examined and asked
seven questions and all agreed what had happened
in Orford Church nine months before. They were
present when, after the service was finished, Spicer
arrested Pawling in the Queen’s name by virtue of
a writ. However Pawling told Spicer he would not
obey him, nor his writ, nor ‘no such false knave as
he was’.

Two other inhabitants, Thomas Manning and John
Spylwater, said it was ‘well done’ to set Spicer ‘by
the feet for breaking of their liberties’. Thereupon
Pawling took Spicer by the arm and led him towards
the stocks, saying that he was the Queen’s officer
and Spicer but a lord’s bailiff. There were questions
about what else was said and by whom, where the
stocks were situated and finally what they knew
about Spicer being placed in the stocks during the
‘rebellion’ of 1549.

The story takes on an element of farce when, having
reached the stocks, they were found to be broken.
One deponent elaborated, saying that John Markant
lifted the broken stocks and said, ‘Bayly, if thou
wilt, thou shalt set in them’ and Pawling added, ‘if
they may hold, thou should sit in them indeed’. Then
Pawling let Spicer go, but the latter said, ‘so thou art
my prisoner and I will have thee unless thou wilt find
me surety’. Whereupon Pawling cast off his gown,
laid hand on his dagger, and went his way.

Most of the deponents were aware that Spicer had
been placed in the stocks for three days and nights
in 1549 during the ‘campyng time’, but only some
of the eldest knew that Thomas Manning and John
Spylwater were the instigators. A few regarded
those taking part in the rebellion were indulging in
‘naughty acts’, adding that Spicer did not consent



to join with them. Thomas Harman, a Sudbourne
husbandman, said he saw Spicer carried to Melton
Gaol accompanied by 30 horsemen, with a drum
beating, and John Shyming, the smith, agreed adding
that he actually went with them to Melton."

Another document found among the records in Star
Chamber and copied in 1791 contains depositions in
support of Willoughby’s claims and dates from 1554.
The court had appointed the same Sir William Drury
and Clement Higham to investigate the matter a few
days after the other investigation. The main deponent
was Christopher Hill, parson of Ufford, another of
Willoughby’s manors, who said that Willoughby had
kept a court baron and collected fines since 1527,
following the death of Lady Mary Willoughby who
held the manor of Orford in jointure.

The small manor of Sturmyns was separate and its
courts were held on behalf of Sir Anthony Wingfield.
The windmill had been built around 1524 on ground
owned by Willoughby. The parson said that shack
was allowed in the fields but not the marshes, and
poor folk used to mow and cut brakes (bracken) in
Lady Mary’s time. For some reason the parson made
reference to the dispute about the Gull between
Willoughby and William Forth, settled long before
in 1548. The other deponents said virtually the same
as each other, that for the previous eight or ten years
Willoughby had appointed one burgess and the
town the other. They were Thomas Spicer, John and
Robert Cooke, the former being Spicer’s brother-in-
law, William Betell, John Johnson and John Bucbell
(Buckle?)™. Sir William Drury and Clement High
signed each page of both sets of depositions and
certified them at the end.

There is another farcical story of a confrontation with
Spicer. A fugitive named John Crane was pursued by
the mercer John Watson, and the fugitive dropped a
‘fardell trussed’, which is a large bag or bundle of
some sort. Pawling ordered that the other constable,
John Cooke, should be present when the fardell was
opened. An argument broke out between Pawling
and Spicer over who should keep the contents
and the latter drew his dagger and struck Pawling,
drawing blood. There were ten witnesses who gave
evidence."”

It appears that the Court of Star Chamber finally
began to investigate all these matters and earlier
ones, and this document, copied in 1791, set out

questions to be answered, starting some 15 years
previously. It asked about the election of two
burgesses, what happened when one died, who
appointed constables and who punished offenders,
who controlled the placing of stall boats in the Haven,
the regulations appertaining to herrings brought to
the town by ‘foreigners’, were boats allowed to fish
in the ‘Cooke Stoole dyche’ and the Haven, did the
burgesses ‘enjoy’ the windmill and could their cattle
graze on certain fields, did the poor cut bracken on
some fields and could cattle graze on verges? Did the
burgesses freely use a shambles in the Market Place
charged by the lord who held the Castle? How many
highways were ‘interrupted’? The Court also asked
about the disputes between Pawling and Spicer, both
the stocks incident and the fardell. Unfortunately
we do not know what answers were given, but they
were put in defence of Pawling and others against
the charges of Lord Willoughby.'®

Diarmaid MacCulloch summarised the events
before and after the rising of 1549 in East Anglia.
The burgesses claimed a royal charter from before
the reign of King Edward II, whilst Lord Willoughby
maintained Orford was his seigneurial borough.
The burgesses saw the opportunity to harass their
opponents, placing Spicer in the stocks for three
days and then marching him off to Melton Gaol in
which parish the rebels’ camp was situated.

The rising ended without bloodshed in Suffolk,
although the story was different in Norfolk where as
many as 2,000 died at Dussingdale. Lord Willoughby
was a formidable enemy to challenge. In 1549 he led
1,500 men from Lincolnshire to put down the rebels
in King’s Lynn and Walsingham before joining
the Earl of Warwick confronting Kett’s men near
Norwich."”

Lord Willoughby was on the offensive again in
October 1553 when he committed John Johnson,
Walter Edy and William Betell to Marshallsea Prison
for an attack on Spicer while he was collecting rents.
The three were accused of removing Spicer’s fardell,
his blue coat, doublet and shirt, and a pair of fine
linen forsleeves, along with a hatchet, two axes and
a flail. These were valued at 40 shillings.'®

It is not clear how much longer this bitter dispute
continued, but Thomas Manning, who made his will
in 1554, left the large sum of £25 (more than £7,000
intoday’s money) to the townsmen of Orford towards



the cost of litigation against Lord Willoughby."

The lack of complaints about Spicer and Willoughby
for the next 15 years suggests that the townsfolk felt
unable to overturn Willoughby’s control of the town.
Indeed Spicer claimed that Willoughby ‘had the
upper hand and would drive out forty of the best men
of the town’. Furthermore he would refuse to grant
copyholds to any who filed complaints in the Queen’s
courts of justice.”” However on 31 December 1559
Willoughby signed a quitclaim, releasing his claim
to the windmill, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of marsh,
500 acres of pasture and free warren in Orford and
Sudbourne.?! It appears that Orford Corporation was
in the process of gaining independence from the
manor, confirmed in the 1579 Charter.

Although Willoughby and his eldest son continued
to have an interest in the town some sort of peace
was obtained after 1574, by which time Willoughby
himself was dead. The Assembly Book, which
begins that year, may represent the bailiffs’ attempt
to recover control of the town regulations again.?
Indeed the year before the Charter was granted the
bailiffs and burgesses leased ‘the common right
for shack’ on King’s Field, the location of the 1540
dispute, for 18 years at ten shillings a year. They also
made an agreement with the leasee, William Gooding
of Rendlesham, that for those 18 years they would
not exercise their right ‘from time immemorial’ to
graze animals on the field, nor erect gates or stiles.”

Thomas Spicer and John Sawer were the two men
identified by the Orford burgesses as the ones who
most oppressed the townsfolk on behalf of Lord
Willoughby. Sawer died in 1566 after making his
will, and was identified as the wealthiest man in
Orford in 1562.>* Spicer did not leave a will, and

can probably be identified as the Thomas Spicer,
singleman, who was buried in Orford churchyard in
1577.

In October 1562 Commissioners were sent to the
various hundreds to re-enact statutes of Henry VIII
and Philip and Mary regarding the provision of
horses and weapons for use of the monarch. There
was the usual hierarchy from Archbishops and Dukes
down to persons worth £100 per annum in lands
or goods. Wives who wore silk, as did the wife of
Robert Forth of Butley, were required to provide ‘a
light horseman’s gelding’, and appropriate armour.
He had to provide geldings, demilances and other
weapons and armour.

In Orford the certificate was signed by Thomas
Spicer, bailiff, John Sawer, Robert Edmunds, James
Coo and others. As the first to sign Spicer still ruled
the roost on behalf of his master, who may have
returned to his Lincolnshire estates. Nobody had 100
marks in lands, and only John Sawer owned goods
worth £400, and was ‘furnished according to the
Statute’. ‘For women’s apparel we have none that
doth offend within our town’ and no horses had been
transported out, presumably to avoid the Statute.

John Sawer bequeathed property in six parishes
when he died in 1566. His widow, Agnes, was left his
leases in Orford, granted by Lord Willoughby, and
lands in Sudbourne, Marlesford, Alderton, Hollesley
and Ramsholt, for the use of Roger and John, their
sons. Agnes received John’s part in a stallboat and
all his horses, sheep and cattle. One bay ambling
mare was, however, bequeathed to Lord Willoughby
‘my good master’.”

Vic Harrup




Perambulation with Norden

Within ten years of Norden’s map of Orford, made in
1601, most of the prominent inhabitants of the town
had died leaving wills that give more information
about them and their properties. Much could have
happened, of course, in those ten years, and several
wills mention recent purchases. However the map
and wills taken together are of interest.

This perambulation begins at the Quay, invariably
spelt Keye, in the documents, at the river end of
Bridge Street, as Quay Street was known in 1601.
Near the river along Bridge Street, were about two
dozen kettlehouses or towhouses, where fishing gear
was normally stored. A dispute over fishing rights and
other matters in 1540 resulted in various depositions
being obtained from mariners and others who knew
the river well. This dispute was over the number of
stall boats, which were anchored in the river to catch
fish in nets as the tides ebbed and flowed.

Edmund Bentes of Aldeburgh, aged 46, declared
that stall boats had been there for 30 years, but when
he was a boy fish were caught using stake nets.
[EES/7/13] These weirs, consisting of wattle fences
set on sandbanks in the form of a V, caught the fish in
wicker baskets, called kiddles. Thus the kettlehouses
were known as kiddlehouses in an earlier period.
Towhouses may have been for the storage of ropes,
especially, tow being made from hemp.

Analysis of these ‘houses’, sheds in reality, shows
that in 1601 only one, a towhouse, was owned by
a mariner, George Westerbye. All the others were
owned, either freely or by copyhold, by merchants,
mercers or Portmen of the Borough. A mercer, John
Copping, refers to his warehouses in his will, and
it appears that they were not used primarily for
fishing gear at this time, although some may have
been rented by mariners. There was one inhabited
house on the quay (no. 63 on Norden’s map) which
the fisherman Thomas Westerbye had bequeathed to
his son George in 1582.

The Friary was a roofless ruin in 1601, but its
surrounding wall was intact. An enclosure of half an
acre belonging to William Beversham lay between
the wall and an unnamed inn (no. 52 on the map).
This is likely to be the present Jolly Sailor. The latter
was purchased by the merchant Robert Bence from
Robert Golde before 1601 and the occupants were
Clement Tokeley and Peach, a baker.

Almost opposite the inn stood a property, called
Cockrells, with a pightle (no. 50) belonging to John
Ball. Walter Brabye made his will in 1589 and left
the house he lived in, previously two tenements
Hamondes and Cockrells, to his son. The son seems
to have retained the three shops he was also left,
but disposed of the house, perhaps to pay various
legacies. In 1531 Thomas Hamonde bequeathed his
house in Bridge Street to his widow, describing it
as ‘lately gild’. This therefore is likely to be the old
guildhall, now in 1601 John Ball’s house, although
the property might merely have belonged to the guild
and not been the guildhall itself.

The complex of buildings at the junction with today’s
Daphne Road (no. 48) was owned by the merchant
and Portman, William Gowltie. It comprised his
house, with a buttery, backhouse, outhouses, yard
and garden, along with another tenanted house and a
brewhouse. These he left to his son-in-law William
Lewys, along with the lease of Peacock’s Hill in
1611.

The baker, John Campe, occupied a house on the
corner of ‘the lane leading to Bridge Street’ and
the present Daphne Road (no. 33). John had died
shortly before Norden surveyed the town, and his
heirs were recorded as the owners. The building was
of three storeys, and John’s widow, Mary, was left
the parlour, the chamber over the parlour and the
chamber above that. She was required to provide, at
her own cost, access to the first chamber from the
street. Presumably access to the other chamber was
internal, perhaps by a ladder. Their son and heir, also
John, was be to kept at school until aged 13, and then
apprenticed until aged 21 years.

Next door, towards the church, were two properties,
the owner of which, Robert Gildingwater, had also
just died (no. 32). One house was newly built and
the other was called ‘Spicers’. The new house was
occupied by Edward Austen, alias Mellows, who
died the following year. He was a mariner who
owned property in Aldeburgh and had part shares in
two ships there, and a quarter share of an Orford hoy
and a half share in a stall boat. Robert’s daughter
Sara inherited.
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Detail of the centre of Orford from sheet 28 of the Norden Survey 1600-1602.

Copy by Emmeline Rope c1880s, OM ref. 1992 .69.

Spicers was divided between his two sons, Robert
and Samuel, Robert Warren and one Bobbett
occupying the part towards the church. The division
between the two halves was ‘from the pikewall
almost in the middle of the house’ to a pear tree in
the garden. There was a cart way to the north and
a well in the garden. If Spicer was Thomas Spicer,
Lord Willoughby’s bailiff 50 years previously, then
accusations were made against him that he stole
stone from the castle wall to build his house.

Francis Mace, the Portman and Mayor in 1606, lived
on the corner with today’s High Street (no. 31). He
held this property from St. Leonard’s Hospital. He
had a ‘Chantry house’ (no. 41), probably originally
owned by the Chantry, and two other tenanted houses
when he made his will in 1609. On the opposite
corner (no. 6) was a tenement belonging to Campsey
Manor. The profit from the rents charged by the town
was allocated for the repair of the church.

Turning towards the Market Place, ‘the corner
house near the church gate’ belonged to the wealthy
merchant William Beversham who was the main
beneficiary of his father-in-law, Orford’s first
mayor, James Coe. William himself probably lived
in Sudbourne. The King’s Head doesn’t bear a
number on Norden’s map and may not, therefore,
have belonged to Sir Michael Stanhope for whom
the map was made. In 1619 it was owned by Robert
Jacob, a family that had connections with the town
for several decades. Some time before 1654 Richard
Harvie purchased the inn from Robert Jacob and his
son, also Robert.

The road from the church gate towards Sudbourne,
now Front Street, was called Chapel Street then, and
opposite the hempland named Paradise stood Robert
Pooty’s house. He was a mercer and occupied two
tenements making one substantial house in an acre
of ground. It is not entirely clear from his will,



dated 1611, but it is certain there was a hall, parlour,
kitchen and dairy, with as many as five bedrooms.

Further along this street, opposite the pond, stood
James Warren’s house, within another acre of ground.
He didn’t leave a will, but his father Humphrey
bequeathed him houses and a shop along with
animals on Hulver Marsh. Next door, in yet another
acre, lived Raulfe Agas, who also died intestate.
Both men had further plots of land in Orford, James
as much as 26 acres. He was Mayor in 1611. Raulfe
was a carter and transported many loads of sand and
wood to the Chillesford brick kiln, and bricks and
tiles to from there to Chapmans for the new stables
in 1606. His relationship to Thomas Agas, the rector,
is revealed below.

The pond was probably located near the Market
Place for the benefit of animals being sold there. By
1600 Paradise and the adjoining hempland occupied
the north portion of the market and the southern
area was built upon, leaving only a small part of the
original market open. John Copping owned three of
the houses there, Thomas Lynde of Butley had two,
and William Samforde one. Others were occupied
by Robert Hallifex, Widow Todd, Roger Saling
and Coe Beversham, the youngest son of William
Beversham.

The row of unnumbered properties on the south
side of the Market Place were probably shops, three
owned by Thomas Brabye and one by both John
Copping and James Warren. Walter Brabye died in
1589, leaving the shops to his son Robert ‘if he live
and come home safe’. It seems likely that Robert
didn’t return then or died subsequently. Two years
later Humphrey Warren left a shop to his son James.
Both Walter and Humphrey also had land and kept
animals; sheep, cattle, horses and pigs in Sudbourne
or Orford.

Norden described Saling as a clerk, but he was not
in holy orders. At the time of Bishop Redman’s
Visitation in 1597 it was found that he was teaching
without a licence. For the lack of this document
he was forbidden to teach. He wrote a number of
wills for his neighbours and is best described as a
scrivener.

A dispute begun in 1578 involving Thomas Lynde
the elder (he had a younger brother also named
Thomas) gives insight into property transactions
before the advent of banks. Thomas’ father William

Lynde of Iken was in the process of selling one of
the Orford houses when he died in 1573. Thomas
wished to complete the sale to the widow Margery,
who had since married Robert Webb. Depositions
were made before James Coe by Stephen Pelles and
Simon Lea.

Simon said that he and Humphrey Warren were asked
by Margery to be witnesses to a conversation with
Thomas about the house. The latter was persuaded
to agree that Margery should buy the house, paying
Thomas £22 for it and to settle other debts due to
William.

The agreement was to be written by Mr. Atwood of
Dallinghoo, and payment would be £3 upon sealing
of the writing, £3 a year later and £2 annually until
fully paid — ten years in total. Margery offered
Thomas ‘an angel of gold’ on account, but he refused
it, saying her word was sufficient. For some reason
the transaction failed to go through, and thus the
depositions were taken the following year when
Margery and Thomas were in dispute.

Returning to the perambulation, Norden described
the properties he numbered 1 and 2 as being in Broad
Street although they lay just southwest of the Market.
The adjoining houses he said were ‘near the market’.
Widow Durrant, probably Margaret, widow of the
shoemaker Robert, lived at number 2. Margaret
Cronin has dealt fully with the properties, number
3 and ‘Buckles’ owned by John Stile in her article
in Issue 7 of the Bulletin. From his will we learn
that the tenement in which he lived beside Cattmers
Lane, he actually referred to as Cattmers. ‘Buckles’
comprised a house and also shops. Cattmers had
probably been occupied by Robert Cattmer, who
died in 1516.

Next to ‘Buckles’ stood the house of the merchant
and Portman William Sandforde. He also owned a
tenement where the blacksmith Robert Harvey dwelt
in Orford. When he died in 1611 he left his widow
the houses and his four children £450 between them.
The next house was not part of Stanhope’s estate, but
belonged to Campsey Manor, and was ‘given for the
repair of the church’.

Retracing our steps back along the south side of the
market, there were a number of properties near the
castle, some built ‘upon the waste’. The only part of
Norden’s map which is damaged, contains the name
of the owners of some of the houses in the town,

11
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specifically numbers 8 to 13. However the schedule
shows that William Beversham had numbers 12
and 13. It also reveals there were two houses built
near Castle Green, one pertaining to ‘the town’
and the other to James Beversham. Building on the
manorial waste without permission from the lord
usually resulted in the structures being demolished.
However in these cases permission must have been
granted, but they would have been the first recorded
houses on these sites.

Passing by these you come to Broad Street, and
on the corner stood buildings belonging to ‘Mr.
Devorix’. When Robert Bence wrote his will in
1611, he bequeathed the house he had purchased
from Sir Walter Devorix to his widow, Anne.
Devorix, later spelt Devereux, was the family name
of the Viscounts Hereford and they were the owners
of Sudbourne Hall, after Sir Michael Stanhope, and
Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich. In 1601 Walter
also had 420 acres including Raydon Marsh. Robert
Bence also owned houses he bought of John Sellett,
and these are designated by the letter ‘R’ on the map.
When he died Bence was living in Harwich, but
still owned many properties in Orford where he had
earlier resided, as well as a farm in Dovercourt.

Opposite these houses stood John Cutting’s house at
the end of Garfish Lane. It had been owned by the
Mayor James Coe, and John was his Town Clerk.
Beside the ‘lane of an ill name’, as Norden dubbed
it, was the plot belonging to James Edmundes. His
father, Robert, who died in 1582, left his wife and
James his tenement, stall boat and goods equally. His
three milch keen were hers alone until her decease.
Perhaps they grazed this small curtilege when it was
able to provide enough grass. The ‘lane of ill name’
is identified in a will of 1629 and it incorporates a
four-letter word not usually found in print, not even
in these days!

Also somewhere in Broad Street was the cottage of
the widow Joan Marshall, possibly the sister-in-law
of Robert Bence. Thomas Chall made his last will
and testament in 1625 and he may be identified with
the Thomas Chowe whose house stood in Broad
Street at the crossroads with Bridge Street. He was
a mariner and left the unexpired part of his lease
of ‘the Fryer’ to Richard Copping. The profit from
this property was to be distributed annually among
Orford’s poor. Was ‘the Fryer’ the site of the old
Friary in 16257

Crossing Bridge Street and passing John Campe’s
house ‘near the well’, next door on the north side
stood a property belonging to Edward Sawer. He
was the great-grandson of John Sawer who was the
wealthiest man in Orford in 1562, owning goods
worth in excess of £400. Edward, however, fell on
hard times and sold this property to Jonas Reynold,
one of his main creditors. A malting office stood here
in 1620.

Opposite was an acre also belonging to Edward
Sawer, with two buildings shown on the map, but
not in the schedule. Adjoining was another piece of
land, and two houses, of Alex Dam, again not in the
schedule. Both his names are abbreviated, but his
Christian name is obviously Alexander, and several
of his ancestors bore the same name, appearing as
Sander in a will of 1554. Dam may be Diamer, a name
that occurs in a will of 1591 or else it is derived from
Damme, a town three miles from Bruges. Alexander
was a mariner, and his houses were purchased
by his grandparents, one from Agnes Edmondes,
widow.

The complex of buildings (no. 40) was owned by
the fisherman Robert Haughfen. In 1611 he left
his ‘houses, buildings, edifices, yards, garden and
hempland’ to his wife. After her death his children,
Curtys and Susan Haughfen, were to inherit. The
former also inherited property in Gorleston from his
grandfather Raphe Curtys. Clearly Robert was not
just an ‘ordinary’ fisherman. He also left his wife and
daughter plate and jewels. Norden wrote that ‘the
term now none can certify’ in respect of ‘Clyettes’
(no. 38). This property may be connected with an
Ipswich family. William Clyatt was a Portman of
Ipswich some 50 years later. His son secretly married
the niece of Viscount Hereford

Widow Atkinson occupied the tiny cottage (no 42).
She is likely to be the widow of John Atkinson. She
and Tobias Edmondes (alias Cooke) were bequeathed
a stall boat and a cock boat by the shipwright George
Raydon who died in 1587. Perhaps she was his
daughter. A condition in his will required the two of
them to pay £4 to his mother, Elizabeth or else forfeit
the bequest. The mariner John Rudde had numbers
44 and 45. When he died in 1611 he mentioned only
one house in his nuncupative will, which he left to
his wife. The woman who had cared for him during
his last illness was bequeathed his sea gown and
the things he had in London. Perhaps the woman’s
husband was also a mariner. Two seamen and two
women were the witnesses.



The Rectory was re-built by the rector Francis
Mason soon after he was inducted following the
death of Thomas Agas in 1599. Norden probably
depicts the new building. The old rectory may have
been dilapidated long before 1600. The strongly
evangelical Thomas Agas lived in his own house
when he made his will eight years before he died.

He bequeathed ‘the tenement wherein I dwell,
with the hempland’ to his wife Anne, and after her
decease to his son Raphe. Clearly Raulfe Agas is
that son and Norden shows the house on the edge
of town by Chapel Street. His father wanted Raphe
to take up ‘an honest trade’ and it appears this was
that of a carter. As seen above, he carried materials
in connection with buildings at Chapmans. Anne
died soon after her husband and among her bequests
were two milch cows and two calves. Among the
complaints levelled at Thomas Agas at the time of
the Bishop’s Visitation in 1597 was the charge that
he kept his cattle in the churchyard!

Also connected with this work was John Wincke,
whose small cottage lay on the eastern edge of the
town. His stone pit was at Sudbourne and crag was
taken from there for the construction of the stables.
He described himself as a wheelwright in his
nuncupative will of 1606 and left the cottage to his
wife and then his son.

Not appearing in Norden’s schedules, but on his
map, is the land occupied by Thomas Revell, which
presumably did not belong to the Stanhope estate.
Thomas’ father was Randolph Revell, cablemaker,
who died in 1593. He bequeathed his wife his houses
until Thomas reached the age of 21 years, and left his
servant, Henry Haughfen, the equipment for making
ropes. Randolph’s widow Frances mortgaged the
land ‘near Orford Rectory’ for £11, borrowed from
Cecilia Farrowe alias Baker, who left the money
to her five daughters in 1596. Henry carried on the
business, it would seem, since he married in 1599
and his wife bore him three children over the next
six years, all baptised in Orford Church.

William Munday leased a cottage for 21 years
‘buylte near ye Fayre place’. A fair had been granted
in Orford in 1256, and is referred to in Issue 28 of
the Bulletin.

Much of this article was written a few years ago
when it was hoped an expert in recognizing the age of

timber-framed houses would be able to advise which
of the present houses were probably in existence in
1601. However this did not take place, and in re-
visiting Norden’s schedule I found Lord Willoughby
mentioned, but under Chillesford although the land
was clearly in Orford. Willoughby had rented ‘land
in Orford’, ‘land late Cockerells’, ‘land sometime
Spicers’ and ‘Chantry land’. Norden was uncertain
of their exact status in 1601 and intended to enquire
further.

Note on Mercers

John and Richard Copping were mercers, as was
Robert Pootie. The Copping family was connected
with Marlesford from at least the middle of the 15"
century. John, who made his will in 1552 asked to be
buried in the aisle of Marlesford church, as did his
son Richard who died in 1583. The John Copping
who died in 1605 also asked to be buried in that
aisle, but he was almost certainly not Richard’s son.

Richard (died 1583) had a son named John and a
daughter Johanne Edgar. He mentions no other
children, but John (died 1605) mentions a brother
William and sister Elizabeth.

The Coppings and Pootie all appear in a sale document
of 1597 [EES5/6/79]. Richard Copping, mercer of
Orford, sold lands and tenements in Wickham Market
and Hacheston to Thomas Reinolde of Sudbourne.
The properties had previously belonged to John, his
father. The sale document refers to an ‘assurance’
between John Copping and Robert Pootie in
connection with part of a property, and another was
leased to William Copping. Finally the witnesses
were John and William Copping and another.

We can therefore say with certainty that the Coppings
who held land and tenements in Orford in 1601 were

closely related mercers.

Vic Harrup

Sources

Documents with a reference beginning EES are held
at Ipswich Record Office.
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Restoring Orford’s stocks

Dick Murphy came to the rescue when he was asked to have a look at and repair the Orford Town Trust’s
stocks which, although conserved in 2005, were in a very fragile state. His knowledge of carpentry, cabinet
making, boat building, metal finishing, and of all types of wood came in handy when he started to investigate
what needed to be done.

After a long search, he found the perfect piece of ancient oak to match the lower left plank. Cutting out the
rotten wood, he replaced it with new oak, appropriately shaped to fit neatly, even managing to line up the
grain. Two new bolts were hand-made and put into place after being ‘distressed’, to make them look old. He
also replaced the left leg and foot of the stocks, again with an appropriately matching piece of ancient oak.

Thankfully, the other end of the stocks was in a better condition although it still needed to be strengthened
with an angle-iron and some hand-made nails, again specially made. With the repairs done (thank you Dick),
it is now hoped that the stocks will soon be on display in Orford Church ... just where they used to be many
years ago.

The stocks have been part of the history of Orford since the late 16th-17th centuries and no doubt have been
repaired many times before. It is hoped that these latest repairs will see them safely through the next 100
years.

Jennifer Hall

Orford Town Trust stocks, showing the new repair
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The stocks being repaired at Dick Murphy s workshop, Bothy Yard, Sudbourne Park.
(All photographs: Jennifer Hall).




An Orford family and an Orford house
Valerie Potter traces the influence of the Maynard family

When Jane Allen was researching her book The
Wallace Connection she received help from Nigel
Sheffield. His grandmother was Anne Elizabeth
Maynard (known as Bessie) and she was born in
Orford Rectory in 1871. Her grandfather, John
Maynard, was Rector and her father, Walter Maynard,
his curate. Walter died following a severe chest
infection, but his family stayed on at the Rectory
until the death of the Rector in 1879.

Fortunately the Maynard family owned a house
in the village that they had purchased from the
Sudbourne estate. This had been a hotel in the early
part of the 19" century but was named ‘The Great
House’ after the house on a plantation in the West
Indies belonging to an earlier generation of the
family. Bessie’s mother moved there with her four
children and it remained in the family until 1967.

The living of Sudbourne-cum-Orford was in the gift
of Sir Richard Wallace whose country home was
Sudbourne Park. (One of Bessie’s memories was that

Rev John Maynard, ¢ 1970. (OrfMus: 2017.16.22)

when they visited there, they always had to thank
Lady Wallace very prettily in French as she spoke
very little English.) Sir Richard gave the living to a
young bachelor, The Reverend Edward Maude Scott.
This caused great consternation at the time, with The
Times leader expressing forcibly the folly of giving
such a lucrative living to a young unmarried cleric.

However Edward Scott soon married and a very
firm friendship was formed between the Scott and
Maynard families. This extended to the various
brothers and sisters of the Rector when they visited
Orford. In particular, Malcolm Scott, a bachelor,
spent a lot of time there and met the young Bessie.
She and her sister looked on him (19 years older than
Bessie) as a kind of uncle who gave them presents
and devised wonderful outings for them all. These
included treats in London for the boys on their way
back from school, especially memorable as the
Maynard finances did not stretch to treats.

The girls were educated at home by Mrs Maynard
with some help from her sister and at times a French
or German governess. However when Bessie was
16 her mother decided to let the Great House and
take the two girls to Germany. Their elder brother
had just left Oxford and had travelled to India with a
view to an appointment there. Mrs Maynard became
increasingly anxious as she had no news from him
for some time; then came the news that Eddie had
contracted typhoid and died.

The memorial, which has been moved to the north
wall of the church, reads:

To the glory of God and in loving memory
of John Maynard MA for 35 years rector of
Sudbourne cum Orford who died September
13 1877 aged 79 years. Also of his son Walter
Fawkes Maynard MA for ten years curate of
the same parishes who died November 29 1874
aged 43 years. Also of Walter Edwin Maynard
BA son of Walter Fawkes Maynard who died at
Jabalpur India August 2" 1887 aged 21 years.
So He giveth His beloved Sleep.

The younger son, Jack, who was studying medicine
at Edinburgh, lost no time in travelling to Germany
to bring them all home — but not yet to Orford as the
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Left; Malcolm Scott’s and Bessie Maynard’s wedding group in the garden of Great House. The two
child bridesmaids are the rector’s daughters, Kathleen and Brida.

Right: The wedding invitation. (OrfMus: 2017.16.24)

Great House was still let. However they were soon
able to resume the old friendships there. Eventually
on August 24" 1898 Bessie married Malcolm Scott,
her ‘kind of uncle’.

In May 2014 the East Anglian Daily Times ran a
competition for the oldest photograph of a Suffolk

wedding. The winning photograph of the Scott/
Maynard wedding was sent in by Nigel Sheffield.

Bessie’s sister Mary, known as Minnie or Miss
Maynard, remained at the Great House and was
often visited by family members. Her brother John
(Jack) lived in the St James area of London and

Dr Maynard and Miss Maynard mowing the lawn at Great House in the 1920s.

Malcolm and Bessie Scott at Great House on the day of their silver wedding
in 1923 with their daughter, Alice Katherine (always called Gillie).
(OrfMus: 2017.16.26)
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Maynard family graves in the Norman chancel of St Bartholomew’s Church, Orford. (OrfMus:2017.16.23)

collected pictures. One of these, the Luini over the
altar, he gave to Orford Church. He also gave his
sister practical help, as shown in the photograph of
them mowing.

Bessie too lived in central London near Cavendish
Square, with Malcolm, her stockbroker husband and
daughter, Alice Katharine, known as Gillie. They too
visited the family home frequently.

In 1932 Orford saw the wedding of Gillie Scott
to the Rev Digby Sheffield. He was curate of All
Saints, Margaret Street, where Malcolm Scott
was Churchwarden. The church where the family
worshipped was just east of Regent Street from
Cavendish Square.

The Sheffields had one child Nigel, the last born
to this family of Maynards. When Miss Maynard
died in 1961 she left the Great House to Nigel, her
great nephew. He lived there until 1967 when it was
bought by Lord Bridges and remained their family
home until earlier this year.

With thanks to Nigel Sheffield for allowing us to
share these memories and family photographs and
for the gift of the wedding albums and associated
information to Orford Museum.

For those who are interested in reading more about the families mentioned here and their long association
with Orford, Jane Allen’s book The Wallace Connection has been reprinted and is now available from

Sudbourne and Orford.

The marriage of Miss A. K. Scott to the
Rev. A. D. Sheffield in Orford Church on
i May 8rd was, from various points of view, an
occasion of special interest, linking up as it
does the year 1832 with 1842, the year in
which her great-grandfather, Rev. J. Maynard,
was appointed Rector of Sudbourne with
Orford,

The Church was tastefully decorated, the
congregation filled the church, the choir were
|in their stalls and led the singing of the two
special hymns, the first of which was sung as
{the Bridal procession, with four Bridesmaids,
filed up the nave to their places. ‘The Intro.
‘duction at the opening of the service was
read by the Rector, and the rest of the service
was conducted by the Rev. E. Arundell,
Yicar of St Jude’s, Hampstead, and after the
m_nging of the second hymn the Blessing was
given by the Right Rev. Roscow Shedden,
lately Bishop of Nassau and now Vicar of
Wantage. The Marriage Registers were
signed in the church and in the middle of the
service, just before proceeding to the Altar
steps.

The service was strikingly simple, dignified
and reverent.
| _AIU:}OU;;h the weather was dull and threat-
(ening it kept fine until after the ceremony.
The Reception was held at the Town Hall
\after the service, and the Bride and Groom
left for their honeymoon in the Isle of Wight
\at about 6 o'clock, carrying with them the
goodwill of many Orford friends.

Orford Church bookstall or from Elizabeth Spinney direct, price £14.50.



Fast cars, fast planes and deep water
How Stuart Bacon came to Orford

I was born in December 1932 at Aldeburgh
Hospital, at that time situated adjacent to the beach.
My Mother always said she could hear the waves
crashing onto the beach as I was being born and
that that was the reason I became an underwater
explorer. Our family lived at Yoxford at the
outbreak of war and, as my Father was in the Royal
Air Force Reserve, he was called up immediately.
Apart from me, the rest of the family moved

to Halton near Leeds where, I assume, it was
thought to be safer than East Anglia. [ was taken

to Halesworth to live with my grandparents for

the duration and I can remember being very upset
leaving my parents, older brother and younger
sister.

Although my grandparents were very kind and
good to me, [ was very sad and lonely. These
deep feelings still exist with me today. I think this
experience led me to become very independent.

However, by moving to Halesworth I had an
exciting war. | was too young to realise what a
serious position the UK and, indeed, the world was
in. Only major events such as the sinking of HMS
Hood in the North Atlantic or the D Day landings
had any real impact on my world.

My exciting war started when the Americans
arrived and occupied the new airfield at Halton near
Halesworth in 1942-43. The arrival of the allies had
a major impact on Halesworth and the surrounding
area. For us children it was wonderful; we were
given sweets and chewing gum and the sky was full
of action with Liberator bombers and Thunderbolt
fighters filling the sky. The local girls also did well
with these outgoing Gls with lots of money, super
uniforms and, above all, nylon stockings, upsetting
the local lads.

I became friendly with the crew of one of the

The American crew of a four-engined Liberator bomber in 1943. I became their mascot and they called me
“Mike”. They survived the war.
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Liberator bombers and cycled up to the base to be
with them when I was free. I started going to the
mess with them and ate like a lord. They also gave
me food to take home to my grandparents such as
one-pound blocks of butter, chocolate, fruit efc and,
for my grandfather, boxes of 200 cigarettes. At the
age of 11 the Americans had taught me to drive

a jeep and, on a couple of occasions, I drove the
well-known American ambulance as featured in the
MASH TV series.

There was a great deal of aircraft activity, both
day and night, and I saw ‘dogfights’ and aircraft

Glenn Bacon assisting Haid Clark on the Dunwich
Bank wreck, 2002,

The author as a 17 year-old pilot in a Chipmunk aircraft, Cambridge 1949.

shot down with aircrew bailing out. Several of the
Liberator bombers crashed on take-off, full of fuel
and bombs, which caused complete devastation
over a large area. Sometimes, [ would cycle

with my friends to these wreck sites that were
under guard and we boys were kept back. On one
occasion I picked up a leather glove that, to my
horror, had one of the airman’s hands inside.

There was much excitement at the base when Glen
Miller and his band arrived to perform one weekend
but I was not allowed into the hanger where they
were playing though I could hear the music outside.
Whenever I hear that music, it stirs up memories of
the war years at Halesworth. Another major event
occurred when I stood with a crowd at Halesworth
railway station to see Winston Churchill and
General Montgomery appear at the station entrance
to give a wave to the people of Halesworth. I
suspect they stopped at many East Coast stations to
greet the people and raise morale in these difficult
times.

At the end of the war the family returned to
Yoxford. I left school with few qualifications.
Probably due to my association with the American
aircrew, my aim in life was to be a pilot. My father
laughed at this idea which seemed impossible due
to my poor education and I decided, therefore,

to go back to school for two years. I enrolled as



a student at Leiston Grammar School, took on
correspondence courses and joined the Air Training
Corps.

All of these efforts paid off. At the age of 16 I had
my first flight in an Avro Anson at Martlesham,
where I started training as a glider pilot. At
Martlesham, I met Battle of Britain pilots who were
easy to identify as they were allowed to have the
top button of their uniform undone and they also
drove sports cars. These were exciting times and
the start of my adult adventurous life.

I won a flying scholarship that took me to
Cambridge where I qualified as a pilot at the age
of 17% in the RAF Reserve (I was a very happy
young man). I then joined the RAF and was posted
to RAF Cranwell on an eight-year term. Life was
hard at Cranwell, where you are moulded into a
RAF officer with standards of conduct that are still
with me today. I was, however, facing a personal
problem: my wife-to-be did not want to be a
serviceman’s wife and, under pressure, I changed
my service period from eight years to just two.

I flew in various aircraft, such as Lancasters and
Lincolns. I ended my short RAF term as a member
of 35 Squadron based at RAF Marham in Norfolk.
We flew in B-29s, American bombers, one of which
dropped the atom bomb on Japan in 1945. After

leaving the RAF, I lived in London and was married

in 1953. I worked in the City for a time but, after
finding out what my boss was earning, I decided
to set up my own business in the Hornchurch

area. By 1959, I owned three food shops and

had a detached house built at Emersons Park,
Hornchurch, at a cost of £6,100 (now worth over a
million).

I owned an Aston Martin DB6, decided to try my
hand at motor racing, and gained a place in a racing
drivers’ school at Snetterton. I did quite well,
gaining an International Racing Driver’s licence.
At that time racing was very dangerous and I lost
two of my racing friends on the track. However, |
was lucky and, after a period of about seven years’
racing sports cars and Formula 3, I retired from the
sport. I did, however, have one exciting incident
whilst trying out a new racing engine on the newly-
opened M1: I blew a front tyre at 106mph but
survived without a scratch.

In spite of having two lovely children, my marriage

failed and I decided to move out of London back
to East Anglia and bought a house near Colchester,
commuting to London. In 1966 I met Jean and it
was love at first sight. She moved in with me in
1970 and soon afterwards I sold my business in
London.

However I still wanted excitement in my life and
joined the Colchester branch of the British Sub
Aqua Club, where [ started training as a diver. I had
always been interested in archaeology and history
and within a short time I led a team to excavate

the well in Colchester Castle, which was quite
interesting. We then investigated a number of
large wells in Colchester. By this time [ was diving
in the sea, which was very different to inland waters
and, without any hesitation, I visited Dunwich not
realising that [ would spend 40 years of my life
exploring the North Sea. I could remember visiting
Dunwich as a child and sitting on the ruins of a
church on the beach. In 1971 I had my first dive on
the Dunwich site but we couldn’t see very far and
found nothing.

Jean was also keen on history and archaeology

George Spence preparing for a dive in search of the
Royal James in 1999.
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Diver Stuart Bacon and George Spence on board
the Jolene LT97, checking equipment.

and we started to research Dunwich though I did
not want her to dive. Everyone told us everything
connected with the medieval city had been washed
away but I thought otherwise. Jean had been born
in London and did not know East Anglia so we
decided to write a guide. This enabled us to visit
all the towns and villages in Suffolk, Norfolk and
Essex. It was great fun but hard work and lots of
travelling.

Although very historic and of huge interest,
Dunwich did not have a guide book in the early
1970s, so we wrote a short guide followed

by a booklet a year later (in all, we wrote six
publications on Dunwich). This was followed

by booklets on Orford, which was crying out for
some sort of guide, Southwold, Walberswick and
Aldeburgh. In all, we wrote 20 publications about
East Anglia and the Suffolk coast and we were
soon selling several thousand a year. The best year
was in 1993, when we sold over 7,000 throughout
East Anglia and London. Jean and I worked well

together; I have only written two books since she
died in 1989.

As I worked on Dunwich, there was a great deal of
interest from the media and, as a result, I was asked
to give talks and lectures that took me all over East
Anglia and to London. I read papers at various
universities including Haifa University, Israel,

St. Andrews University, Scotland and the British
Museum. At Impington, Prince Charles attended

an event where I presented my paper on Medieval

Dunwich and Margaret Rule hers on The Mary
Rose.

In 1973, Prince Charles was very interested in
underwater exploration. At this time that we
decided to open a craft shop and, after looking at a
number of properties we thought that the Old Coach
House in Orford was the best and rented it from the
Kings Head on a short-term basis. Our daughters,
Gail and Rhonda, loved horses so we purchased
two ponies that we stabled next to the Craft Shop.
In the early *70s, Orford was dead during the winter
and it became a struggle to keep going but we made
it.

We wanted to be closer to Dunwich and Orford so
we moved from Colchester to Dallinghoo, where
we bought a 17" century detached cottage in 1%
acres. [ wrote several papers during this period,
some published by the International Journal of
Nautical Archaeology and Underwater Science.
Most of our writing was done during the winter
when I was not diving and the Craft Shop was slow.

During the 1970s, my work at Dunwich was
searching and locating the major structures that
had fallen into the sea. The first ruins I discovered
were of All Saints Church that had been lost about
100 years previously. Underwater visibility was a
major problem; for most of the time it was zero,
although under certain conditions it was possible to
see about one metre. On one of those good days, |
saw part of All Saints’ tower that was lying across
the remaining ruins. It was covered in pink sponges
and there were hundreds of crabs, mainly hermit,
covering the ruins. There were also a few lobsters
in the cavities and I had a game with one of them.

My next aim was to locate the ruins of St. Peter’s
Church, lost between 1688 and 1697. This was

a large structure similar in size the Blythburgh
Church. In those days we had no GPS; all the

aids we had were old maps. It took 18 months to
locate the ruins which were about 400 metres from
the present coastline and most of the ruins were
covered with sand. Later we laid a grid on the site
but had to work by touch and sound as there was no
visibility.

In 1979 I decided to make a major effort at
Dunwich. I launched the 1979 Dunwich Expedition
to cover a period of five weeks with divers
working every day. We had caravans and tents



in the car park and a number of inflatable boats.
Some weekends we had up to 60 divers working
on the site. Sea conditions were bad but we
made a number of discoveries and recovered a lot
of artefacts, the most important being part of a
knight’s tomb weighing about a quarter of a ton.
This can be seen in Dunwich Museum today.

We also carried out a number of searches to the
north-east of the medieval site, about a mile
offshore, in an effort to locate evidence of a Roman
shore fort that I have always thought to be on the
south side of the entrance to the River Blythe. We
found nothing but, in 2012, I saw what I thought
was a structure about 1% miles off the mouth of the
river. We were using sonar and I noted something
on the screen that could have been Roman. It was in
the correct location.

In 1981 and 1983, we had similar expeditions,
locating new sites and recovering various artefacts,
the better ones going to Dunwich Museum and
others going to Suffolk Underwater Studies at
Orford. We started using a very large grid on the
sea bed in the form of a circle with a 36-metre
diameter. This was used mainly on the Maison Dieu
site where some good artefacts were discovered.
During the expeditions we had an exhibition

in a large tent in the Dunwich car park. This

created a lot of interest and in 1986 I opened the
Suffolk Underwater Exhibition (SUS) above the
Orford Craft Shop. Once more the media took a
great interest and many TV and radio interviews
were conducted there. John Gummer MP took a
particular interest as the exhibition allowed him

to show his political friends the effects of coastal
erosion on the Suffolk coast that has always been of
interest to him.

In 1987, I joined a team led by George Spence in
the search for the Royal James, a First Rate ship
sunk by the Dutch during the Battle of Sole Bay
in 1672. The wreck was of particular interest

as it contained 106 bronze guns of great value,
both historic and monetary. We spent a great deal
of money in the search using a large ship out of
Lowestoft and ‘hard hat’ divers and a huge airlift
which enabled us to dig holes in the sub-bottom
as large as a house on selected sites, but we had
no luck and the wreck of the Royal James remains
undiscovered. Some £250,000 has been spent so far
in the search.

In 1988 Jean and I received an award for our work
at Dunwich from HRH the Duke of Edinburgh at
Buckingham Palace. Jean was ill at this time and

The Dunwich Bank bronze cannon outside Orford Craft Shop, 1994.
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A porcelain doll from the Deutschland wreck, lost in
December 1875, Kentish Knock.

she was treated with great care at the Palace. She
died two months later. My life came to an end; we
loved each other very much and it took me some
three years to recover.

Whilst working at Dunwich, I became involved
with the search for a number of wrecks including
the Josua, a 54 gun Dutch ship captured by the
English during the Battle of Sole Bay (1672) and
sailed to the English anchorage at Hollesley Bay
where she sank due to damage sustained during
the battle. Several artefacts had been found in the
area but we could not find the wreck, due mainly to
zero visibility on the seabed. I also worked on the
Roman site at Walton Castle, near Felixstowe. The
ruins of the Shore Fort have been lost to the sea by
coastal erosion. We sank grids on the site but the
work on the ruins was difficult due to the entrance
of the River Deben and because, for most of the
time, we were in zero visibility.

After Jean died, I worked every day (363) and

was kept very busy. I found it almost impossible
to spend a whole day in the cottage at Dallinghoo.
When I was working offshore, [ was fortunate in
having good staff to keep things going at the Craft
Shop and a cleaner and gardener kept things at
the cottage shipshape. In 1991, I led a team in the
excavation of the remains of a boat discovered in
Buse Creek, near Mights Bridge at Southwold. We
spent some time excavating the site, which was

of particular interest as one of the timbers gave a
radiocarbon date of between 890 and 1155AD, 2
sigman, the oldest object in Southwold. The area
around Mights Bridge is a rich archaeological site
and there are many ancient wrecks there yet to be
discovered.

During my work on the Dunwich site, I had always
taken an interest in an area about half-a-mile to

the southern boundary of the medieval city. For
more than 20 years various items, mainly wood and
stone, had been trawled up by fishermen from the
area in one particular spot called by them ‘Hell’s
Kitchen’. On one occasion, I recovered a net from
the fishermen that had snagged on the debris, a
very dangerous dive in zero visibility. I recovered

a number of nets over a 20-year period, normally
working with another experienced diver called Tom
Church (a banker). The nets, with all their gear,
were of considerable value to the fishermen who
gave us the princely sum of £10 a time for their
recovery.

In 1992, with the help of George Spence and Haid
Clarke, I conducted a magnetometer survey of the
area and recorded positive readings on two sites.
One turned out to be an American jet fighter that
crashed in 1961 and the other was ‘Hell’s Kitchen’.
We decided to investigate the latter. In May 1994
I chartered the Dive Support Vessel Sirius for a
period of three days. We had a team of six divers
and crew of three. During the first two days many
dives were made. The divers found a huge mound
and an extensive debris field and the dreaded
fishermen’s nets. All the divers had to work by
touch as there was no visibility, even with lamps.
On the third and last day I decided to go down
alone.

I found a huge amount of conglomerate amongst
the sand and silt and I tried to get a compass
bearing but it was impossible. Using the slight
northerly tide, I was first able to get some sort of
bearing from the datum point and, after moving



about 20 feet, I found a large heavy bowl (this
turned out to be a stone motar/quern). It was too
heavy to lift so I left it in situ. I continued north and
found what I thought to be a large sewer pipe but
the same moment I thought was this a cannon? I
didn’t wear gloves and was able to feel the texture
of the object. I took a deep breath from the demand
valve knowing that I could have made the most
exciting discovery of my diving career. I moved
my hand along the object and found two handles. I
knew I had found a bronze cannon.

By then I had become a very excited diver and
wanted to surface to tell the team but decided to
measure the gun, using hand spans. The cannon
was undamaged and measured just over 11 feet. |
attached my safety line to the cannon and surfaced,
coming up close to the diving RIB and not very
far from Sirius. I shouted out “bronze cannon” but
no-one really believed me. Another diver, Bill
Meadows, went down the line, came straight up
confirming the find. The cannon, weighing almost
two tons, was soon lifted off the wreck site and
initially landed at Lowestoft and then dated as
being made in 1536. After conservation treatment
at the Nuclear Power Station at Sizewell, it was
then put on display at Suffolk Underwater Studies,
Orford.

There was a great deal of controversy regarding the
future location of the gun. I did not want to sell it
but wanted it to remain in Suffolk but eventually

the Receiver of Wrecks gave the title to the Royal
Armouries and the cannon was moved to Fort
Nelson where it was displayed next to a bronze
cannon from the Mary Rose. There was uproar in
Orford; dozens of letters were posted to the Royal
Armouries and the media became involved, all
complaining about the cannon being removed from
Suffolk. Lord Bridges brought the matter up in the
House of Lords and there is an interesting account
recorded in Hansard dated 14th March, 2001.

The result was that the bronze cannon is now
displayed in Dunwich Museum, about two miles
from the wreck site. The government made the area
a Protected Wreck Site of considerable historic
and archaeological value. We were not allowed

to remove any of the artifacts, including both
bronze and iron cannon. As the wreck could not
be identified, it has been named the Dunwich Bank
Wreck. 1 asked the government for permission to
lift other bronze cannon off the site several times
but they would not give me the clearance. The
bronze guns are worth a great deal of money; at
least two have been stolen since the wreck has
been discovered (we have a wise government
department).

The work on the site was costly. I chartered a boat
from Southwold and we were on the wreck most
weekends with six divers. Financial support was
made by Shell UK, the Nuclear Power Station and
Suffolk Underwater Studies, Orford, where the
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DSV Flying Heart on the Dunwich Bank wreck site, 2004.
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exhibition provided some funding. There was no
financial support from the government but they
expected an annual report and the work to continue.

In 1998, Dunwich fishermen trawled up the remains
of a wooden dugout off Covehithe. I became
responsible for the conservation and security of the
dugout and had it dated. It turned out to be very old,
with a radiocarbon date of between 775-892AD.

In 2001, I was asked to be the director of a German
company, Deep Sea Exploration, which had
branches in Germany, India and America. I was

to be based at newly opened offices in Ipswich.

My fellow directors were very interested in the
Dunwich Bank wreck and plans were drawn up

to build a new museum next

to the Craft Shop at Orford to
accommodate the various artefacts
including the cannon. Some of the
directors, including myself, had a
meeting with government officials
in London to seek permission to
excavate and recover artefacts but,
after a lengthy discussion, they
would not agree to our proposals
and we were back to square one.

The Company asked me to visit
India to meet members of the
Indian Navy, which I did. It was
a memorable experience to go to
a country I had always wanted
to visit. The Company leased a
new building at Bentwaters for a
conservation unit. The treatment
of artefacts from the sea is an important factor
when dealing with wrecks. The dugout from
Dunwich was moved there to a specially prepared
conservation tank. [ became very involved with the
conservation unit; the work is very interesting.

Graystone.

The Company supported searches for notable
wrecks in a number of locations and, in 2002, we
purchased our own Dive Support Vessel (DSV).
On one occasion the boat was used to investigate
the wreck of the Deutschland, a German passenger
ship lost in December 1875 on the Kentish Knock
off the entrance to the Thames. Bob Hickson

of Ipswich had found the wreck earlier. He was
fortunate in getting good visibility and, as the
divers approached the wreck, they saw what looked
like hundreds of mushrooms on the seabed. On
closer inspection they found they were, in fact,

The author. Photograph Ernest

complete and parts of a cargo of porcelain dolls
that had spilled out of the wreck. Many people died
as the large ship broke her back on the sandbank.
Using our DSV we decided to survey the wreck in
2003 but experienced the bad underwater visibility
that affects much of the southern North Sea.
However, we managed to recover many artifacts,
including the little dolls.

In 2016, the lease expired on the Craft Shop and,
at the age of 84, I felt that the time for me to retire
had arrived. Much to my regret, the landlords,
Adnams of Southwold, did not want the Craft
Shop or the Underwater Exhibition to continue so,
after 43 years, the shop and the exhibition closed
in January 2017. Dunwich Museum kindly took
most of the exhibition to Dunwich
where it is hoped an extension to
the Museum will enable the SUS
exhibits to be displayed again.
Some of the exhibits applicable
to Orford were taken for storage
on the Ness where it is hoped
that a lighthouse museum will be
constructed.

Stuart Bacon
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Alan Geoffrey Calver
31st December 1936 — 27th April 2017

Alan Calver, who died suddenly on Thursday, 27th April, 2017, was without doubt the reason Orford
Museum has such a good archaeological collection. His passion was metal detecting and over the years
he unearthed some amazing artefacts from under the Suffolk soil. Many of these can be seen in Orford
Museum, in the Upper Hall of Orford Castle, as well as in the British Museum which has also benefitted
from his hobby.

A gold aureus of Nero (AD 54-68). Roman First Medieval copper alloy, enamelled badge depicting a cutaway design
Century. OrfMusRef: 2013.12.1 of a standing bear, chained to a ragged staff. OrfMusRef: 2010.18.2

S

Alan went to school in Yoxford. He successfully completed a City & Guilds course in bricklaying, which
resulted in him being involved in many of the building projects in and around Sudbourne and Orford. He
lived in Orford until 1993 when he moved to The Close, Sudbourne and sadly leaves behind his widow
Margaret (his second wife) and their daughter Rachael and her two children. He also leaves behind three
daughters, a son and eleven grandchildren from his first marriage.

When the museum eventually found its home in Orford Castle in 2005, many of his Bronze Age, Roman and
Medieval finds were placed in Cases 3, 4 and 5.

Detailed information for each item
came from the Portable Antiquities
Scheme, the national body that
records all archaeological objects
found by the general public. Alan’s
dedication to recording each item
with the Scheme has ensured that
their ‘provenance’ is clear and that
the museum has a fascinating record
for each one filed into its cataloguing
system.

Metal detecting was undoubtedly

a consuming passion for Alan; as a
member of a metal detecting club he
won many awards for the best finds,
as the photograph clearly shows.

Bronze Spearhead, sword fragments (x 2) and chisel terminal

fragment. Bronze Age. OrfMusRef: 2006.32.1=3: b 27
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Alan Calver.

According to his daughter Rachael, history was not
one of his favourite subjects at school. However she
clearly remembers this changing when he started to
research on the internet the background behind his
many finds. It resulted in him becoming quite an
expert in why a coin, for example, would be found
in a particular area — a possible market location, or
where settlers were known to have lived.

Alan was a regular visitor to the museum’s store,
always with a fascinating find to show and a story
to tell. His help with the museum’s metal detecting
school project in March 2012 was a huge success,
with Orford youngsters being introduced to the
excitement of metal detecting. His kindness and
patience with the children was much appreciated.

The collaboration with local landowners, who gave
him permission to metal detect on their land, has
without doubt benefitted the museum hugely. The
resulting archaeological collection on loan from
him (and Sir Edward Greenwell) tells a unique
story about this area. Edward recalls that:

g Left: Childre trying to find the coin. Right: Alan chec
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As a member of a metal detecting club he won many awards for the best finds.

Alan several times said he was a ‘lucky’
man; there was his ability to spot things
on the ground as he walked along metal
detecting. These were non-metallic things
that just caught his eye, like the fossilised
sea urchin that is now on my desk. At
Butley he saw an oddly regular shape
among the other clods of soil, picked it
up, and it turned out to be the circular
lead seal of a Papal Bulla sent to Butley
Priory.
Papal Bulla of Pope Gregory IX,
in office 1227-1241. OrfMusRef: 2007.31.1

We are very grateful that with the kind permission
of his family, Alan’s collection will continue to be
exhibited in the museum for future visitors and the
local community to see and enjoy. Alan was greatly
respected by the members of Orford museum for all
his work with them, he will be sorely missed.

Jennifer Hall, Curator
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king what it might be.



The Editor welcomes contributions, suggestions for articles and
items for the ‘Notes and Queries’section for publication in future issues.

These should be relevant to the history of Orford and district, and may be personal reminiscence,
reports of recent publications, courses and conferences or pieces of original research (for which
references to sources should be provided). He reserves the right to select and edit the material for
publication but any editing of chosen items will be carried out in consultation with the contributor.

For full details of the contents of back issues of the Orford & District Local History Bulletin, please
look on the Publications page of the Orford Museum website:
www.orfordmuseum.org.uk
and click on ‘Back issues’

The early issues (1-6 and 7-10) are now available only as
two Consolidated Reprints priced at £10 each
Subsequent issues (11-22 and 24-28) may be purchased at £5 each
Issue 23 (special First World War issue) £10

Orders to The Chairman, Orford Museum,
Brundish Lodge, High Street, Orford Suffolk IP12 2NW
with a cheque payable to Orford Museum.
Please add £1.50 postage for single issues, £2.50 for two or more issues
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