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Orford Museum reopened in the Upper Hall of Orford Castle on 21 April 2005, with the permission of 

English Heritage, the guardians of the castle. The purchase of display cases and information panels  

was funded by the New Orford Town Trust, the Heritage Lottery Fund, Suffolk County Council,            

Suffolk Coastal District Council and the Scarfe Charitable Trust. English Heritage opening times and            

admission charges to the castle apply. There is no extra charge to visit Orford Museum, which relies  

on voluntary donations and fundraising activities to cover its running costs (principally the cost of    

insurance). Volunteer stewards from the Friends of Orford Museum are on duty in the afternoons at 

weekends and school holiday periods during the Summer season, and at other times by arrangement. 

Because the castle is not accessible to all, there is a touch-screen kiosk showing a 'virtual tour' of the 

Museum in the north aisle of St Bartholomew's Church and an exhibition on display panels, both by 

kind permission of the Rev David Murdoch and the churchwardens. 
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DANGER – RIVER ORE! 

 

No doubt the Ore was named by Norse-speaking immigrants, so clearly the name goes back ‘a fair 

toidy bit’ as they say in Suffolk. In recent times it seems to have been accepted by many that it is only 

the part of the river from   somewhere adjacent to the ‘brick-bars’ down to the mouth which should be 

so called; journalists however have been known to eliminate it completely and refer to it even at Or-

ford as the Alde. 

 

Nevertheless old maps and charts show the Ore as extending up-river of Slaughden Quay and it is 

possible that it was once known as the Ore throughout its length. The stream at Framlingham is the 

Ore and the two more northerly ‘tributaries’ are the Alde and the Fromus. At one time the name ‘Ore’ 

was applied to the river as far downstream as Iken which would mean that the mainstream Alde then 

extended only from there to some point just upstream of Aldeburgh – a strange situation. 

Whatever one calls it, this is one of the fastest flowing streams in eastern England; still waters are 

dangerous; fast moving ones much more so – especially when ‘wind against tide’. Certainly people 

have lost their lives in the Ore from earliest times and one wonders about the fate of the Stone Age 

warrior or hunter whose axe-head was trawled up and which is now in the Museum. Such a valuable 

weapon or tool would not have been surrendered lightly. It is fair to guess that not many years passed 

without a casualty, but for many centuries records are scanty or non-existent. 

 

In the floor of the south aisle of St Bartholomew’s church, just inside the St Nicholas chapel, is a 

large flat stone, inscribed: 

Here lyeth the body 

of Francis Bartlam, Esqr 

who was unfortunately drowned 

in this river ye 17th Augt 1776 

in the 41st year of his age. 

 

Francis Bartlam1 lived at Moor Hall, Wixford in Warwickshire, but in 1771 he had been elected a 

freeman of Orford and one of the chief burgesses of the corporation. He was described in Colville’s 

‘Warwickshire Worthies’ as ‘an officer in the Militia, [who] whilst engaged in Suffolk in his favourite 

pastime of fishing, was drowned within view of his villa’. It may seem puzzling that a Warwickshire 

worthy was a member of Orford corporation and the owner of a villa in the village until one remem-

bers that at that time the owner of the Sudbourne estate was the Earl (later the Marquis) of Hertford, 

whose principal seat was at Ragley Hall in Warwickshire. Many members of the Earl’s family as well 

as his Warwickshire neighbours and 

cronies were brought in to hold  

positions in Orford. The chief bur-

gesses were the electors who (until 

the 1832 Reform Act abolished  

rotten boroughs) returned Orford’s 

two MPs. Naturally the Hertfords 

wanted to be sure that ‘their’ men 

were elected. A number of fine 

houses were built in Orford to  

accommodate the incomers. Both 

High House and Daphne House can 

be described as being within view of 

the river. High House was ‘occupied’ 

by the Earl’s son, Viscount 

Beauchamp, in the 1770s, perhaps 

Mr Bartlam had Daphne House. 

 

Daphne House, a late 18th or early 19th century engraving. The house gave its name to 

Daphne Road, which had been known as Broad Street or, on one map, Lower Street. 

John Anderson’s collection 
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The beginning of the nineteenth century saw a particularly tragic accident on the Ore. The Suffolk 

Chronicle for 26 June 1802 contains the following account: 

‘On Wednesday, at Orford, as Mr George Mingay, son of Mr Mingay, merchant, of that place, 

was directing a pleasure boat on the river, in which were his sister, with the Governess and  

Teacher of a distant boarding-school, a squall of wind most unexpectedly smote the sails, 

which were all set, and ingulfed the little bark, with its unsuspecting freight, in the relentless 

element. Mr Mingay preserved his life with extreme difficulty, by swimming – but the ladies, 

we have the mortification to say, met a premature and melancholy death.’ 

A transcript of another newspaper report (possibly the Ipswich Chronicle of 8 July 1802) gives more 

information: 

‘The ladies who we mentioned in our last to have suffered with Miss Mingay on the 22nd ult. 

by the sinking of a boat in the Orford River, were the two Miss Burroughs, who kept a board-

ing school at Botesdale. The body of one of those ladies was conveyed to Botesdale on Sun-

day last; that of the other and of Miss Mingay had not then been discovered. They were very 

amiable young women; one was about 27 the other 25 years of age. Miss Mingay was about 

13 and was one of their pupils; with whose family the Miss Burroughs were passing a part of 

the Midsummer vacation.’  

There is no record of Miss Mingay’s burial in the Orford  church registers, so it would seem that  her 

body and that of the other schoolmistress were never recovered. The south side of the handsome  

Mingay family chest tomb, surrounded by railings in the eastern part of Orford churchyard, is in-

scribed: 

‘In memory of Margaret Mingay, who departed this life June 23rd 1802 aged 12 years.’ 

 

The Ore seems to have been unlucky for teachers. In 1880, there was another accident involving a 

prominent resident, this time Mr Henry Neighbour, the Orford schoolmaster2. This account is from 

the Woodbridge Reporter of 22 July 1880: 

‘About eleven o’clock on Saturday morning Mr Henry Neighbour accompanied by his wife, 

two children and Miss Grunsell, the assistant teacher at the school, started in Mr Grunsell’s 

boat for a day’s pleasure down the river’. At about noon they landed and walked along the 

beach. Before lunch Mr Neighbour went for a swim in the river and enjoyed it so much that he 

decided to take another dip. He accordingly divested himself of his clothing and as he was 

swimming past, Mrs Neighbour cautioned him not to go our too far’. After a short while Mrs 

Neighbour ‘became alarmed, not being able to discern her husband, but Miss Grunsell saw 

him as she thought swimming on the opposite side of the river. At this time a river yacht, hav-

ing on board the Rev E M Scott (the vicar of the parish), Mr Place (surgeon) and the Rev J H 

Upcher (late curate of Orford), came up the river, and noticing an unusual object floating in 

the water made for the spot and found Mr Neighbour floating face downwards. They immedi-

ately pulled him into the yacht, and endeavoured to restore animation, but Mr Place pro-

nounced life to be extinct. They at once took the body back to Orford, then returned down the 

river and brought Mrs Neighbour and her companions back. On Monday morning an inquest 

was held at the Town Hall, before Mr S Rope, coroner, Mr J Martin3 being foreman of the 

jury. The facts were detailed by Miss Grunsell and Mr Place and the jury returned a verdict of 

“Accidentally  drowned whilst bathing”. The deceased who was 30 years of age, had only 

been in Orford about nine months, but during that period he made many friends and his un-

timely death has cast quite a gloom over the town and when his body was brought ashore on 

Saturday about 200 followed from the riverside to the school-house. Mr Neighbour was or-

ganist at the church, and he was greatly missed on Sunday, the services being conducted with-

out the aid of any instrumental music.’  

 

A casualty of the river bearing a well-known Orford name was young Robert Hawes, accidentally 

drowned at the age of 20 on January 30th 1883. Another sharing a similar fate was James Prime Fisher 

on September 1st 1892, aged 55. 
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On August 11th 1908 skipper George Kersey left Aldeburgh with eight visitors aboard the yacht Wave 

for a pleasure cruise to Orford. It was a bright, breezy, summer’s day and perhaps the little craft was 

overloaded, at any rate she capsized off Orford Quay and all aboard were decanted into the oggin4 . 

Two local lads, Pooley and Chambers, immediately went to the rescue and managed to pull three peo-

ple ashore (reputedly by their hair). One of the Brinkleys also took part in the rescue and eventually 

all eight visitors were saved; not poor Kersey though. He drowned; seamen at the time were rarely 

swimmers. The survivors, on returning to Aldeburgh by horse-drawn carriage, again capsized - in the 

street, shipwreck and road traffic accident victims on the same day! 

 

The ‘shipwreck’ and in fact most local disasters were captured in verse by W S Montgomery of 

Westleton, the ‘blind organ grinder’, who recounted the whole tragic episode in his usual poignant 

verse, as he later did in respect of the Shingle Street Coastguard Disaster of 1914. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On 1 May 1914 seven coastguards sailed from their base at Shingle Street to Aldeburgh. As the poem 

tells us, ‘their business was soon transacted, yet they lingered in the town’. What the poem does not 

tell is that they lingered further by calling in at Orford on their way back to Shingle Street from      

Aldeburgh. Coastguard Gobel had been stationed at Orford before moving to his current posting and 

he wanted to collect a new suit which my grandfather (Lou Anderson, tailor of Broad Street) had 

made for him. Whether they took the opportunity for another ‘wet’ at ‘The Jolly’ is not recorded, but 

they left Orford Quay at about 7pm.  

 

As they approached Shingle Street and it was getting dark, the wind and fast-running tide swept them 

to the bar at the mouth of the river and the boat capsized in the rough water. The horrified families of 

the men and the other inhabitants of the hamlet watched from the shore and heard the cries for help, 

but nothing could be done. Five men (Chief Coastguard H S Mauger5, Leading Boatman David Big-

nall and Coastguards Walter Finnis, McCauley and Sidney Lakin) were drowned – the worst multiple 

fatality known on the river. Coastguards Gobel and Harbart survived, but the new suit was lost. 

Mourning cards issued by the relatives of Robert Hawes and James Fisher. Prime was probably Mr Fisher’s mother’s maiden name; 

it was common at that time to include a surname from another branch of the family as a second Christian name. 

John Anderson’s collection 
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One of the strangest deaths occurred in 1936; that of Charles Pallant aged 60, an accountant living in 

St Albans but a native of Aldeburgh and on holiday there from October 16th until his death on the 

20th, the day before he should have returned home.  

 

The deceased had been keen to sail as part of his ‘break’, but conditions had been bad and Cecil Alex-

ander Ward (Jumbo), the boatman living at Iken Cliff, had advised him against taking out a dinghy on 

the preceding days. Things were better on the Wednesday morning however, so he hired a 16-foot 

half-decked dinghy and set off down river from Slaughden Quay at about 9.30, mooring at Orford 

Quay at about 1.30. There he was met by the harbour master, George Brinkley, and they soon re-

paired to The Jolly Sailor for a couple of halves of ‘old and mild’. Mr Pallant then left George and 

visited The King’s Head for another ‘half’ and some bread and cheese. The rest of the story was re-

counted at the inquest, convened in Orford Town Hall by the coroner, Mr Bernard Pretty, and with 

Mr T L (Tommy) Eve of Orford being the foreman of the jury. Jumbo Ward gave evidence of the hir-

ing and also of seeing the boat return ‘on the flood’ and under sail; it landed close to Slaughden Quay. 

When nobody disembarked, (or at any rate did not contact him) he went to investigate and found it 

empty. This was around 3.30pm. He sailed down river but found no sign of Mr Pallant and returned 

to Slaughden. PC William (Bill) Ellis of Orford, having been alerted, set out next morning with 

George Brinkley and they searched the riverside up to Aldeburgh. They found the body when return-

ing on the other side, just below high-water mark and about a mile and a quarter from Orford, near 

Pigpail Sluice on a stony  part of the sea wall. Dan Wilson, club boatman to the Aldeburgh Yacht 

Club, had also seen the dinghy beach itself and told the coroner that in his opinion it could not have 

gone from Pigpail to Slaughden without being under control. He did not think that the deceased could 

have hit by the boom, as there should have been no reason, under the prevailing conditions, for him to 

gybe. Dr Arthur Marshall (locum for the Orford doctor, Dr H N Baron) said that his examination 

found blood running from the nose and ears of the deceased and some blood and bruising from a 

scratch above the right eyelid, all caused before death. He expressed the  (rather unclear) opinion that 

a blow causing these injuries due to Mr Pallant falling on his face might result in a fracture at the base 

of the skull, and that he drowned. There was some disquiet among the jury who were mostly well-

versed in small boat handling and did not think that an unmanned dinghy was likely to sail itself a 

couple of miles or more. Nevertheless, Tommy Eve, himself a keen sailor, accepted the medical evi-

dence on their behalf and Mr Pretty duly returned a verdict of ‘death by misadventure’. In today’s 

world the lack of a post mortem may seem strange, but it was not an uncommon situation at that time. 

I was on Orford Quay when the body was brought in and was found a temporary resting place in 

George Brinkley’s fishing-gear shed on Orford Quay (near the crane), which later burned down. 

 

Funeral procession of the five coastguards drowned at Shingle Street. Note the ‘reversed arms’ of the Naval contingent. 

John Anderson’s collection 
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During the Second World War the Luftwaffe dropped mines in and near the river, possibly mistaking 

it for Harwich harbour, and one remains buried deep in the mud close by the ‘bathing hard’. The river 

was also mined by the British with small floating devices, football-sized, some close to the Quay, but 

I am not aware of human casualties at that time. 

 

There have been deaths since. They will not be the last. 

 

John Anderson  

 

 
Notes and sources 
1. Francis Bartlam: Monumental Inscriptions Remaining in the Church of St Bartholomew at Orford in the 

County of Suffolk, 1911, H W B W[hayman], published by the English Monumental Inscriptions Society. 

2. Henry Neighbour: Newspaper cutting in the Orford Museum collection and Orford National School log 

book, 1872-1902, Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich) FC168/M1/3. 

3. John Martin was the farmer of Chantry Farm for about 30 years until he retired in 1900. He also ran the mill 

at Millfields for some years. He was something of a wit, as evidenced by his contribution to my grandfather’s 

autograph book: 

‘When full of beef and stuffed with mutton 

  I just undo another button!’ 

4. Navy slang for sea or water (as in large quantities!). 

5. Mauger’s name was of Channel Islands origin and was pronounced Major. 

 

 

Other details from the Orford Museum archive, Lou Anderson’s notes, family photographs and mementos and 

press cuttings on the inquest on Charles Pallant. 

 
 

 

 

 

Postcard of Orford Quay c1908 at very low tide. 

Note the white ensign at the jack, as at that time Orford was reckoned to be a Royal Naval station, and it was prior to the Royal Flying Corps’ 

establishment on Orford Ness. The largest of the yachts is ‘The Ketch’ owned by Kenneth Mackenzie Clark of Sudbourne Hall from 

1904-c1917, father of Lord Clark the art expert, and grandfather of the late Alan Clark, MP. The hut on the quay is a predecessor of George 

Brinkley’s hut which burned down (the fire was ascribed to the spontaneous combustion of recently-oiled gear) and was not replaced. 

John Anderson’s collection 
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THE TOWN CENTRE PROPERTIES OF JOHN STILE, 

SON OF JOAN RICHMAN OF GEDGRAVE 

 

Introduction 

This article by Margaret Cronin and the following one by Vic Harrup shed light on the history of two 

neighbouring properties in the centre of Orford. Both contributors have been examining the docu-

ments relating to Orford in the Suffolk Record Office at Ipswich. By deciphering a series of deeds (in 

Margaret’s case) and wills (in Vic’s) dating from the mid 15th to the early 17th centuries they have 

uncovered some very interesting information, and, although they were working independently, the 

stories they tell are interlinked; some people and places appear in both articles. The stories are quite 

complicated (not surprisingly, as they are based on a series of legal documents) and to some extent 

they throw up almost as many questions as they supply answers. It is well worth ‘sticking with them’, 

however, because they reveal so much about Orford’s past inhabitants. 

 

The identification of properties described in old documents 

In the centuries before regular mail services and when communities were small and tight-knit, there 

was no systematic naming of streets or numbering of houses (in Orford, to some extent, this is still the 

case!). Roads or lanes had names, but over time they changed. Three in Orford have stuck through 

the centuries – Broad Street, Castle Green and the Market Place. Individual houses were generally 

called by the name of their inhabitants and that name could last for some generations, but more often 

than not changed with the occupant. Documents recording the gift, sale, lease or bequest of property 

used the names by which the houses were known at the time. This makes identification very tricky, 

even when the document defines the property and its boundaries in some detail. Of course there are 

some identifiable places – the streets we have already mentioned, and the church, friary and quay, so 

sometimes a good guess can be made. Help only comes with a map, and in Orford and district we 

have that fantastic resource, the Norden map of c1601. Sir Michael Stanhope, who acquired the  

Sudbourne estate in the 1590s commissioned an expert cartographer, John Norden, to make a series 

of detailed maps of all his land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy made by Emmeline Rope in the late 19th century of a portion of John Norden’s map of the centre of Orford c1601 (map 28 of the survey). 

The property of John Stile which was transferred by the deeds examined in the article is outlined with a solid red line. 

It occupies the site of the two modern houses in Broad Street, Beacon Cottage and The New Place, and the Bakers Lane allotments. 

The adjoining plot 3, which was occupied, but probably not owned outright, also by John Stile, is given a dotted red outline. ‘Buckles’ is outlined 

in green. The occupants of the numbered plots near by were 1, Widow Marshall; 2, Widow Durrant; 4, Richard Edmond; 5, William Samforde. 

New Orford Town Trust collection 
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Map 28 of the Norden survey shows all the plots and buildings in Orford and either a number or the 

name of the occupant, sometimes followed by a letter. The ‘lettered’ land belonged to Sir Michael 

Stanhope and a schedule at the beginning of the book containing the maps gives the names of the  

occupants, the size of each lettered plot and how much rent it produced for the manor of Sudbourne. 

A list at the side of map 28 gives a key to the numbers (unfortunately it is damaged so numbers 7 to 

14 are missing). Sometimes the map or the schedule even names the plots – a gift for researchers. In 

the portion of the map shown here the name of the occupant, John Stile, on one plot clearly identifies 

one of the properties discussed in the first article, and the name Buckles by two buildings on the south 

side of the Market Place, helps us with another property, and is also relevant to Vic Harrup’s article. 

 

To understand the wording used in the documents, a tenement is a dwelling, a messuage is a dwelling 

plus outbuildings and adjacent land and a moiety is one of two parts, in other words, a half. 

 

In 1591 a moiety of a messuage or tenement with an orchard and garden in Orford was gifted by Joan 

Richman, widow of Thomas Rychman (variously spelt), to her son by an earlier marriage, John Stile. 

The transaction is recorded in one of many deeds held in the Suffolk Record Office at Ipswich. The 

deed is in Latin, and carries a seal. It is written on parchment in the legal jargon of the time giving 

details of the parties involved, the terms of the agreement, ‘for his use’, the exact date of completion, 

1 May 1591, and the boundaries of the property. This last information is of interest in helping us to 

identify the plot in relation to the village as we know it today. The names of the participants are also 

of interest, giving a clue to relationships and occupations within the community. Thanks also to Nor-

den’s survey of c1601, mapping the Estate of Sudbourne, it is possible to link some of the names to 

other existing deeds and village locations. 

 

John Stile’s name appears on Norden’s map, occupying a square plot of land bordering the north side 

of Broad Street. We can be fairly certain that it is the property described in the deed because the 

boundaries are set down so precisely. The deed describes the property as lying between Cattmers 

Lane ‘leading from the house lately called le Fryers [ie the Friary] towards the market place on the 

east’, and Garfish Lane on the west, one head abutting on Broad Street and the other ‘on a tenement 

of the late Thomas Richman’, i.e. John’s step-father (this is the L-shaped property numbered 3 on the 

Norden map1).  

 

Thomas Richman (whose name probably had its origin in an Old English word meaning ‘strong’ or 

‘powerful’ rather than ‘wealthy’) was a man of property, as other deeds show, and he was an inhabi-

tant of Gedgave. It is likely that he gave his name to Richmond Farm. He was one of the two Orford 

Bailiffs in 1577 and two years later he became a Portman of the Town, one of eight portmen ap-

pointed under the new charter granted by Queen Elizabeth I. 

 

The names of the lanes bordering Thomas Richman’s and John Stile’s properties are intriguing, and 

invite the use of our imagination. Garfish, now Mallets, Lane, is long and narrow with banks on either 

side surmounted by hedges. Perhaps the shape resembled  that of a garfish (or spearfish in Old Eng-

lish), or perhaps a predecessor of Richard and Matilda Pinney had a fish shop or market stall at the 

top of the lane? Garfish does not seem to have been a surname like Crabbe or Herring, but it is known 

by local fishermen, is portrayed on the charts in Pinney’s shop, and is described in fish cookbooks as 

being edible and nutritious2. 

 

 

A garfish. Photo provided by author 
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Cattmers, now Bakers, Lane, probably acquired its name from a property which stood there, and 

which, as we shall see, was once occupied by Thomas Richman. The name Cattmers could have been 

derived from the surname Cattermole, the only name which resembles it at all in the modern tele-

phone directory. Garfish Lane is first mentioned as a boundary in a deed of 1384, and Broad Street in 

1373. Cattmers and Garfish Lanes together as boundaries first appear in 1546. The property bounded 

by these lanes changed hands many times before and after its occupation by John Stile, as is shown 

by a succession of deeds. 

 

The earliest so far identified is the sale of the land  in April 1546 by Robert Pawling of Orford, a 

butcher, to Thomas Mannyng of Orford, yeoman, for the sum of £15 6s 8d. Thomas Mannyng subse-

quently sold to John Johnson in April 1550 for the sum of £17 and 10d. Robert Johnson, son of John, 

described as a mariner, sold part of the property in 1564 to Thomas Rychman, then described as being 

of Ufford (where he was born), and the remainder in 1566, together with various parcels (pieces) of 

land with appurtenances (buildings such as sheds and barns) in Orford, Gedgrave and Sudbourne. 

 

Thomas Richman died in March 15873. By his will he left his leases, houses, kettlehouse and shares 

in two fishing boats to his wife Joan. He was not to know that Joan would survive him by nearly 20 

years, so there would be a long delay in the execution of the provisions of the will which dealt with 

the disposal of the property at the end of her life interest. Just two years later an elaborate couple of 

deeds dated June and July 1589 describe the gift of the property between Garfish and Cattmers Lanes 

by the three daughters of Thomas Rychman ‘late of   Orford’ (Agnes, married soon after her father’s 

death, Margaret and Sabina) to their widowed mother, Joan ‘Ridgeman’. At that date married women 

couldn’t hold property in their own right so the deed is in the names of the three women’s respective 

husbands, all yeomen, Richard Hurrel of Tannington, James Barber of Stradbroke and William Buck-

enham of Dickleborough (Norfolk).  

 

 

 

The deed written in Latin and executed by the three daughters of Thomas Rychman and their husbands, 1589. 

Note that some of the parties have written their initials above the seals, but others have made their mark. 
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Joan retained the property for two years until, as described at the beginning, she gifted half of it to her 

son John Stile in 1591. An interesting shaft of light is cast on the character of John Stile by an entry 

dated 19 March 1593 in the Register of the Acts of Orford Corporation4: 

‘John Stile of Gedgrave committed to prison for refusing to pay 16d for the relief of the poor 

of Orford, alleging that Gedgrave was a separate parish, and that the Lord of the Manor for-

bade paying it, but on the Thursday following he paid and was released’5.  

It is not known where Orford’s jail stood in 1593, though in the 19th century it was on the south side 

of Broad Street, almost opposite to the piece of land which John Stile owned. Joan Richman, ‘widow 

of Gedgrave’, lived to the age of 95, a fact considered so remarkable that it was noted, exceptionally, 

in the Orford church burial register on 14 November 1606. Joan’s will, leaving mostly household 

goods and sums of money, is notable in that all the legacies are to the children of John and Thomas 

Stile. There is no mention of her three daughters or any children they may have had. She specifically 

provided that the remaining lease on the tenement called Highams should go to John Stile, although 

under the terms of her late husband’s will it should have passed to John and to his brother Thomas. 

Highams may have been the Gedgrave property which became known as Richmond Farm and it 

could be that John Stile had lived there for some years, looking after his aged mother. 

 

The next two deeds relating to John Stile’s property between the two lanes in Orford are dated March 

and May 1613 (that is, after the date of the Norden map) and describe the sale by John Stile to  

Richard Gylbert of Orford, husbandman (a farmer on a small scale), and his wife Elizabeth, and an 

agreement about mending a fence and  paling, with reference to Cattmers and Garfish Lanes. It is less 

easy to trace the subsequent history of the ownership of that particular plot as boundaries are not 

given in later deeds. 

 

Another property belonging to Richard and Elizabeth Gilbert, called ‘Buckles’ was released for £60 

to Robert Selbie on 1 October 1614. Buckles is marked on the Norden map, with the note that it  

contains two tenements. It is up on the Market Place on the east side of Cattmers Lane, on the site of 

the Old Post Office and Hill House, next to the present Town Hall. The schedule says that the two 

tenements are named Meltons and Nuttalls ‘near the market place’. Although the first deed in the 

transaction describes Buckles as ‘a messuage with orchard, garden etc in Orford’, the deed giving the 

final concord to the transaction, and signed later the same year, where Robert Selbie is identified as a 

‘gentleman’, details the property as ‘two messuages and four gardens with appurtenances in Orford’. 

 

We have seen (in note 1) that according to the schedule, one of the tenements on plot 3 on the Norden 

map occupied by John Stiles was also, confusingly, called Buckles, but we can be fairly confident that 

the Gilberts’ property was the one on the other side of the lane, containing two houses, outlined in 

green on the map on p 6, above. 

 

Buckles was next gifted by Robert Selbie of Orford, scrivener, to Edward Browne of Orford, hus-

bandman, ‘with all buildings, orchards, gardens etc in Orford, acquired by gift of Robert Gilbert’ and 

the bargain and sale was completed for £100 on 18 September 1619. Edward Browne, now described 

as a mariner of Wapping, Middlesex, and his wife Margaret then sold Buckles ‘which Edward 

Browne held of Robert Selbie’ on 13 February 1625 to Thomas Gilbert, a baker, but the price was 

only £13 11s. The much reduced price may be explained by the fact that Buckles is described as 

‘lately burned down’. The deed says that the property consists of the destroyed tenement and ‘all the 

[out]houses, garden, hempland6 etc appurtenant’. Was this Thomas Gilbert a son or nephew of the 

former occupants, Robert and Elizabeth Gilbert, who had bought John Stile’s property twelve years 

before?  Perhaps he rebuilt the tenement and carried on his trade there and that was how Cattmers 

Lane eventually became Bakers Lane. 

 

Margaret Cronin  
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Notes and sources 
1. According to the key accompanying the map, 3 was occupied by John Stile in 1601 and, because his name is 

listed in the schedule, it was probably leased from Sir Michael Stanhope and his predecessors rather than 

owned outright. The schedule says that there were three tenements on the property (and the map does show 

three buildings on plot 3), one called Buckles, one called Tylls and the third was a brewhouse. We don’t know 

of course whether back in 1591 the property was John Stile’s, or whether he acquired it in the subsequent 10 

years. 

2. The most remarkable thing about the garfish is the colour of its bones, which are bright greenish-blue and 

remain that colour even after the fish has been cooked (Jane Grigson, Fish Cookery, Penguin, 1975, p151).  

3. Orford Burial Register 1538–1728 in Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich) FC168/D1/1. 

4. Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich) EE5/2/2. 

5. Gedgrave was extra-parochial and had its own church, which belonged to Butley Abbey. It did not form part 

of Sir Michael Stanhope’s estate. We hope to publish an article about Gedgrave in a future Bulletin. 

6. Hemp was grown extensively in Suffolk in the 17th and 18th centuries, often on small plots near houses. The 

fibrous stalks of the plant were processed into thread used to make sailcloth or a coarse linen for hard-wearing 

shirts etc.  

 

Orford Deeds in Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich): Documents of title and related papers EE5/6/1 – EE5/6/133 

Broad Street first mentioned in 1373: EE5/6/3  

Garfish Lane first mentioned in 1384: EE5/6/5 

Cattmers and Garfish Lanes together mentioned in 1546: EE5/6/61 

Property transactions 

Robert Pawling to Thomas Manning EE5/6/61 

Thomas Manning to John Johnson EE5/6/64 

Robert Johnson to Thomas Rychman EE5/6/66 & 67 

Three daughters to mother Joan ‘Ridgeman’ EE5/6/75 & 76 

Joan Richman to son John Stile EE5/6/77 

John Stile to Richard Gilbert EE5/6/83 & 84 

Richard Gilbert to Robert Selbie (Buckles) EE5/6/86 & 87 

Robert Selbie to Edward Browne (Buckles) EE5/6/92 & 93 

Edward Browne to Thomas Gilbert (Buckles) EE5/6/96 & 97  

Wills  

(copies of Archdeaconry of Suffolk wills on film in Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich)  

Thomas Richman R31/265; Joan Richman R41/6. 
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THE BUCKLE FAMILY OF ORFORD AT A TIME OF RELIGIOUS CHANGE 

 

Editor’s note As this article is concerned with the ‘time of religious change’, some readers may find 

it helpful to read the very brief account of what those changes were, printed as an Appendix at the 

end of this article on p 15.  

 

When the iconoclast, William Dowsing, visited Orford Church in 1644, he ordered the removal of all 

the dedications on pre-Reformation brasses, since they would have incorporated requests for prayers 

for the souls of the deceased, an anathema to the Puritan mind1. However the male and female brass 

figures, including those of children, were untouched, and in one case, the symbol of a buckle remains 

today. The buckle is a rebus, a visual clue as to the name of the person depicted. Thus we are able to 

identify the burial place, by the altar, of a female member of the Buckle family.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The frequency with which the family name (spelt variously Buckyll, Bokell, Bokyl, Bookill, Bukkill 

or even Bekell) occurs in the collection of documents in The National Archives at Kew and the  

Suffolk Record Office in Ipswich, show just how prominent in Orford’s affairs the Buckles’ were for 

over 100 years in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. There is a great deal of work to be done in 

reading and interpreting those documents, some of which are dry legal papers connected with the  

affairs of the town. A more interesting picture of the family emerges from their wills, three of which 

are examined here and which incidentally shed some light on how the momentous religious changes 

brought about by the Reformation affected people’s lives.  

 

The will of John Buckyll 1534 

When John Buckle of Orford made his will he appointed his brother Robert sole executor, and asked 

to be buried in St. Bartholomew’s Church. His widow, Marion, inherited his tenement and lands, 

which were to be sold after her death. She also received his stallboat, it’s anchor and a small craft 

know as a cock. These she could sell provided she gave the poor of Orford beer and bread every year 

to the value of four shillings. His household goods were divided between her and their daughters 

Margaret Moyse and Colett Buckle.  

The Buckle brass to the north of the altar in St Bartholomew’s Church. 

Photo by Jane Allen 
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Marion and John had two sons who survived into adulthood, and one of them, Thomas, was 

bequeathed his father’s house by the castle. Thomas’ health was probably poor, because his 

sister Colett was to inherit after his death. Friar John Buckle, the other son, was left nine 

marks, and asked to pray for his father’s soul and those of his father’s friends for the space 

of two years.  

 

Various religious institutions were also beneficiaries, Orford Church was left five pounds, 

Our Lady’s Chantry within the church 3s 4d, and the same amount to St. Leonard’s Chapel. 

This was the chapel attached to the Hospital, founded in the mid-thirteenth century for lepers 

(see Orford & District Local History Bulletin No 6, p 9). The Austin Friars in Broad Street 

received 6s 8d.  

 

The will of Robert Bookill 1539 

John Buckle’s brother Robert died some six years later and in his will he asked to be buried 

in the church, beside his wife. His executors were his son-in-law Robert Cooke and Robert 

Pawling2. He left £3 6s 8d for the church, asking for a priest to pray for his soul for a year, 

and 6s 8d for the repair of Bridge Way (today’s Quay Street). The remainder of his will was 

concerned with the disposal of his properties, goods and chattels. As will be seen, he clearly 

was one of those who benefited from the dissolution of the friaries and smaller monasteries 

that had taken place a couple of years previously.  

 

He had no surviving sons, but his two daughters were married to Robert Jacob and Robert 

Cooke respectively, and they both had young sons. Robert Jacob (junior) and his brother 

John were bequeathed houses, one the house where Robert Buckle himself lived, and the 

other a house which he had purchased from his father. Perhaps these are the two houses 

shown on the plot named Buckles on Norden’s map of c1601 (see p 6 above). His house ‘at 

the church gate’ was left to Robert Cooke (junior), the son of Robert Cooke, who was one of 

the executors. All three grandsons were under 21 years old and Robert Cooke was to have 

the profits (ie, rents) of the houses until the boys came of age.   

 

The Jacob menfolk (son-in-law Robert and his two sons Robert and John) were to have all 

his household stuff, but there was a stern warning that the executor Robert Pawling ‘should 

not meddle with my salt and wood, nor anything within my house’. However, Pawling was 

not excluded from the will, because he received 20 of the deceased’s best sheep in the  

Chantry flock and a share in one of his boats. The other half-share in his ‘havyn cocke’ went 

to Robert Cooke, who also received his  stallboat and ‘splyng bote’. Robert Jacob had  

another cock boat.  

 

Robert Buckle’s executors were asked to sell the marsh held of Sir Anthony Wingfield, the 

rest of his sheep, and two great anchors. John Clobbard was to have the remaining years of 

his lease in Havergate Marsh.  

 

It was the practice for the Commissioners who arranged the dissolution of monastic houses 

to have the roofs removed and the walls left to fall or be taken down for building materials. 

Where there was lead to be had, this was taken away for the benefit of the Crown. Thus it is 

interesting to read in Robert Buckle’s will that, not only did he have a share in the Friars’ 

Houses, but possessed tiles from the roofs, enough to repair his grandchildren’s houses. The 

share he bequeathed to Robert Cook, who was given responsibility for the repairs. He also 

gave Syr George Goore, the Chantry priest, ‘a thousand thacke tiles to his reparation’, and 

the priest was asked to pray for his soul. This priest would within nine years be deprived of 

his calling when chantries were abolished early in the reign of Edward VI (1547-1553). The 

tiles were re-used as directed and the main friary building is depicted as a roofless ruin on 

Norden’s map.  
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The will of the former friar John Bukkill 1555 

Monks received pensions of £5 or £6 a year following the closure of their monasteries, payable  

by those who were the new owners, but friars were allowed nothing. Thus they must have sought 

livings in parish churches immediately they were homeless. Friar John Buckle was in this situa-

tion, and we know that when he died in 1555 he was Rector of Chillesford. He made his will  

during Queen Mary’s reign, which began in 1553, when Catholicism was restored, although the 

monastic tradition was not revived. The queen reigned for only six years, before Elizabeth altered 

the religious landscape again, but John probably died believing the ‘old religion’ was back for 

good.  

 

He asked to be buried in Orford Church, and left £4 for its repair ‘for the discharge of my father’s 

will’. This is revealing to those who may believe that bequests were met faithfully and promptly by 

executors. Clearly Robert Buckle had been remiss in carrying out his brother’s last wishes, only 

one pound of the five bequeathed having been paid 21 years later.  

 

The ex-friar left money for repairs to Chillesford Church, his parsonage there, the Spittall 

(Hospital) house in Orford, the repair of Mill Lane between Chillesford and Butley, and to a large 

number of people, many of them named3. Most of the amounts were a pound or less, and the total 

was around £30. The poor of Orford, Chillesford, Butley and Capel benefited, and such bequests 

usually meant that the deceased had some connection with the parishes listed. In John Buckle’s 

case he left Robert Pawling of Orford, ‘my wages that is owing me for serving of the parish afore-

said’. Perhaps he felt that Pawling, of all people, would be able to chase up the debt and secure its 

payment. Thus he served Orford Church, as well as Chillesford, and he may have fulfilled the 

same function at Butley. The people of Capel were probably attending Butley Church by this time, 

with Capel Church demolished or left to fall down. Butley Priory, its lands and the patronage of 

the church now belonged to William Forth, a staunch Protestant who may have declined to appoint 

a Catholic priest to the benefice.  

 

The end of an era 

David Elisha Davy, when he visited Orford Church in the early 19th century, noted at least seven 

Buckle brasses, ‘sometimes a buckle in brass on the stone’. It is unclear how he identified so many 

unless more buckles survived at that time, or he had access to the probate copies of the wills. The 

earliest reference to the Buckles in Orford is to be found in a document in The National Archives 

dated 1402 when a William Bokell was among a group of Orford men who granted some land for 

religious purposes. The earliest locally proved Buckle will is dated 1405 (still earlier ones that 

were proved at Canterbury or Norwich have not been consulted). Three additional wills speak  

of burial in the church. Thomas and his widow, Joan, each left 6s 8d for ‘breaking the ground’ for 

burial in the church itself, and after the Reformation, Richard also asked for burial in the church, 

leaving the same amount of money for disturbing the paving. Thus from those that have been  

studied we know the names of seven of the Buckles buried in Orford Church. 

 

Vic Harrup  

 
Glossary: 
Stallboat – fishing boat, anchored in a tidal river, with its net suspended beneath. 

Havyn cocke – used for heaving oysters from the river bed. 

Splyng bote – sparling boat which used nets in deep water. 

Salt – made by evaporation in saltpans on the marshes. 

Thacke tiles – roofing tiles. 

Syr – honorary title (Sir) given to non- graduate priests. 

Mark – the value of 13s 4d (not a coin).  

Chantry – foundation to fund a priest who would pray (or sing, as the name implies) for the souls of the     

founder, his family and friends and others who would pay him to do so. The chantry priest might (as he did at 

Orford) perform his duties in a chantry chapel within a parish church. 
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Notes 
1. See The Journal of William Dowsing edited by Trevor Cooper, The Ecclesiological Society and Boydell 

Press, 2001, p 221: ‘We brake down 28 superstitious pictures; and took up 11 popish inscriptions in brass; and 

gave orders for digging up the steps, and taking of 2 crosses off the steeple, one off the church, and one off the 

[chancel], in all four’. 

2. Robert Pawling seems to have been a bit of a local Mr Fix-It. He served as constable of Orford and he was a 

popular choice as an executor. In 1539 he was selling some property as executor of the will of Joan Granlyng, 

and in 1552 he was executor to John Nettylton of Sudbourne. He was one of the burgesses of Orford who, with 

the two churchwardens, sold one of the church bells to Thomas How of London in 1540, possibly to help pay 

for church repairs. He was involved in some litigation concerning the messuages called Cattmers and Caltons 

in Orford. Arising from a serious dispute as to rights of common, between the inhabitants of Orford and Lord 

Willoughby of Parham who was lord of the manor, Lord Willoughby sued Robert Pawling for arrest of goods. 

Robert Buckle’s warning to him against meddling is perhaps not so surprising. 

3. The other beneficiaries named in John Buckle’s will (1555):  

Family: Sister Colett Aldham 

 Nephew Julian Aldham 

 Sister’s son William Woodhouse 

 Nephew Henry Mose 

Servants: Elizabeth Milles 

 Alice 

 John Baker 

Others: Goddaughter at Gaitonne (perhaps one of the Chillesford/Wantisden Gaytons) 

 The residue of Gaiton’s children 

 John Deynes and his mother 

 Agnes Christmas 

 John Moses’ children of Boyton 

 Young John Manne of Letheringham 

 Mother Cooper of Chillesford 

 Mother Lord of Chillesford 

 John Aldham of Orford 

 John Swithie of Orford 

 Marion Flinte of Orford 

 John Richardson of Orford 

 Robert Warde of Orford 

 Henry Everard’s wife’s mother of Orford 

His executor was his brother-in-law, James Aldham, and as supervisor he appointed John Haffin (Haughfen), 

Lord of the Manor of Russells in Chillesford, who was nephew to Thomas Manning, the last Prior of Butley, 

who became Bishop of Ipswich after the closure of the Priory.   

 

References for wills:  
Archdeaconry of Suffolk (copies of Buckle wills held on film at Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich) 

 Thomas  1509 R5/111 

 Joan  1510 R5/177 

 John  1534 R12/16 

 Robert  1540 R13/205 

 Richard  1566 IC/AA1/19/185 (original will) 

Consistory Court of Norwich (copy held at Norwich) 

 John  1555 34 Beeles 
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Appendix 

 
The English Reformation and the Dissolution of the Monasteries 

 

The English Reformation and the Dissolution of the monasteries took place against a backdrop of new 

‘Protestant’ theological thought which, from the beginning of the 16th century, questioned Roman Catholic  

beliefs and practices and sought to introduce change. The originators of these ideas were based in  

Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands, but they had taken root in this country, particularly in eastern 

England and in Cambridge University. 

 

A foretaste of the Dissolution came as early as 1524-28 when Henry VIII’s Chancellor, the Ipswich-born  

Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, closed down 29 very small and scarcely viable religious houses (five of them in 

Suffolk) in order to fund the foundation of a new educational establishment in Ipswich to be known as  

Cardinal College. The Reformation actually came about because of the desire of the king, Henry VIII 

(1510-1547) to divorce his wife, Catherine of Aragon, because she had failed to produce a male heir. In 

spite of Cardinal Wolsey’s efforts to persuade him, the Pope would not allow an annulment of the mar-

riage. Wolsey’s failure led to his downfall and the end of the Cardinal College scheme.  

 

By 1533 the king had taken matters into his own hands, he had satisfied himself that his marriage to Cath-

erine was invalid and he married Anne Boleyn. The years 1534-36 saw the series of Acts of Parliament 

whereby Henry severed the connection between the English church and Rome and made himself Supreme 

Head of the  church in England. The monasteries, with their strong links with Rome, opposed Henry. He 

dealt with them by closing them down. First a complete valuation of all the religious houses, the ‘ Valor 

Ecclesiastcus’, was undertaken and completed in 1535. The lesser monasteries were closed in 1536, the 

friaries in 1538 and the greater monasteries in 1539. (The greater monasteries were those with an annual 

income exceeding £200; in Suffolk these were Bury, Butley and Sibton). A number, anticipating their fate, 

closed down before those dates. All the monastic property went to the Crown, but very rapidly Henry be-

gan to sell it off as he had foreign wars (mostly brought about by his actions against the Roman Catholic 

church) to finance. Alongside the Dissolution, changes were made to the way in which religious worship 

was to be conducted. Statutes in 1536 and 1538 reduced the number of sacraments and introduced the 

English language and most notably the English Bible into church services instead of Latin. 

 

Henry back-pedalled a little on his reforms towards the end of his reign, but his son Edward VI (1547-53) 

accelerated matters. In 1548 chantries, religious gilds and colleges of priests were suppressed. Under Ed-

ward the English Prayer Book was imposed, incorporating great changes to the theology and ceremonial 

of church services. Priests were allowed to marry. Between 1547 and 1550 the destruction of shrines, 

paintings and all religious images and the removal of stone altars was ordered. In fact many stained glass 

windows and ‘Popish’ inscriptions survived that onslaught, only to succumb to the Puritan iconoclasts 

nearly 100 years later. The short reign of the Roman Catholic daughter of Catherine of Aragon, Queen 

Mary (1553-58), brought some respite in the rush to reform (though the 30 Suffolk Protestants who were 

burned for their faith would not have seen it that way). 

 

After the Protestant Queen Elizabeth I came to the throne in 1558 a flurry of further legislation – the Acts 

of Supremacy and Uniformity of 1559 (making the monarch Supreme Governor rather than Supreme Head 

of the church) and the adoption of the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion in 1563 (given statutory force in 

1571) ensured that the English church became, and remained, a Protestant church – not as Protestant as 

in some parts of northern Europe, but definitely not Roman Catholic. 

 

Jane Allen 
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SOME ORFORD CHARACTERS 

 

Doreen Longhurst’s parents, Mr and Mrs Draper, came to Orford in about 1925 and had a shop at 

the top of Church Street, in the house where Doreen and her husband Tom still live. Doreen was born 

and brought up in Orford and in this article remembers some of the people she knew and events of 

her childhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice Underwood 
Alice lived on Castle Terrace with her ‘old sweetheart Hum’. She liked children, but you had to  

behave yourself whoever you were. Dressed in long black clothes with a big stick she used to sit at 

the top of the Knoll under Ross Taylor’s wall*  and keep order - incomers beware! She was born in 

1877, the second youngest of the eight children of a farm worker, John Ellis, who lived in Gedgrave 

Road. According to the 1891 census, at the age of 14 she was living in Quay House as a ‘table maid’ 

to the Rope family. Ten years later, the 1901 census tells us that she was married to William Under-

wood, a thatcher, and that the young couple were living in Alice’s childhood home in Gedgrave Road 

with her widowed father and just one of her brothers, Charles, a bricklayer’s labourer. In the mid-

1920s she lived on Havergate Island for a period of about two years as housekeeper to Mr Welham 

who as marsh keeper dug ditches and maintained the river walls in the winter and looked  after the 

cattle which grazed on the island in the summer. Alice helped with  the cattle. In the autumn they 

were brought over on a special cattle ferry which was hauled across the river by huge blocks and 

tackle. The beasts were driven up Havergate Drift. There are several crag pits around, eg Doctor’s 

Drift and Richmond Farm, where the cattle were kept in winter. The cattle ferry later ended up on  

Orford Quay where it is still to be seen next to the black hut. For many years it was used by Vic 

Brinkley as his ‘fishing and fowling’ shed. (Havergate Island was inhabited by a family called Smith 

(parents and six children) at the time of the 1861 census. Prior to that, legend has it that relatives of 

Margaret Catchpole lived in ‘Island House’. In the 1880s members of the Brinkley family took over 

as the marsh keepers and lived on Havergate until 1924 when Robert Brinkley died. His son William 

stayed on for a few months. Mr Welham and Alice were the last permanent residents.) 

 
* The wall of Castle House where Ross Taylor, the local MP, lived. 

 

A postcard showing Church Street as it looked in the early part of the 20th century. 

The tree which gave the name to the house called ‘Chestnuts’ can be seen on the left. ‘Chestnuts’ has been extended. 

The next house, the first in the terrace, is the one left by Miss Maynard to the Berrett sisters. Next to that was Drapers’ shop. 

Doreen Longhurst’s collection 
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Jim Thirkettle 
Following the 1914-1918 war, after the German prisoners of war worked on the airstrip, a shepherd, 

Jim Thirkettle, came to live in a wood- lined corrugated iron home on Orford Ness. A rail track ran 

past the house and there used to be one of those hand driven rail trucks that you see in Western films. 

Mr Thirkettle would take me over to the Island for the day. His wife used to make Suffolk rusks, 

scooping the lard from a huge tin bowl. A lovely collie dog and a muscular tan greyhound came with 

us when we went to find the sheep and put red ointment on their feet, against foot rot, I believe. We 

used to find mushrooms and unusual flowers mixed in with pink thrift and sea lavender. Nearer the 

sea you got the protein-rich vetch-like sea pea which the hares thrived on. There was greyhound 

coursing on Orford Ness in those days. At night he would bring me home across the water in a rowing 

boat, then held up a lantern outside the Jolly Sailor and watched me run up the road home. The last 

glimpse I had of the shepherd I was on the bus going to Ipswich with my mother and he was standing 

on the corner of  the road going down to Rookery Farm, Eyke. 

 

 

The Miss Berretts 
The Miss Berrretts, Barley, Consy and Madge, lived in Daphne 

Road next to the allotments. They  looked after Miss Maynard, 

who lived at Great House in Church Street, until she died. She left 

them a  property, No 50 Church Street, which they did not want, 

so my mother bought it from them. Earlier on the house had been 

occupied by Caleb Nunn, the church verger. Consy Berrett was a 

wonderful Sunday School teacher and we all liked her a lot. Bar-

ley was very  devout and always dressed in black. Madge was the 

‘Martha’, and devoted herself to housekeeping. A fourth sister 

married Alf Searle, the red (Eastern Counties) bus driver, and they 

lived at Newton Bungalows and had a son Michael. Alf died when 

Michael was still quite young so the aunts, who doted on him, 

were a great support when needed. They asked my father to buy a 

car for him on their behalf. 

 

The Greens, blacksmiths 
Later on Sid Green moved in as a lodger with Mrs 

Searle in Newton Broadway. He was a blacksmith 

and had a forge at the corner of the track down to 

Newton Farm. Sid’s father was also a blacksmith 

at Sudbourne Hall. I remember him putting an iron 

band on a cart wheel in the yard at the back of the 

forge or blacksmith’s shop. Clement Cocker (the 

Sudbourne Hall head gardener’s son, see Orford 

and District Local History Bulletin  Issue 1, p 8) 

and I watched him put the red hot iron band on the 

wooden wheel as it lay on a round stone base and 

then he threw cold water over it so it shrank onto 

the wheel. You never forget seeing a real craftsman 

at work. Soon after the war my parents gave up the 

shop and went to live at Newton Bungalow and for  

a short while Sid Green’s brother Jack took over the  

shop. Jack’s wife was Lilian whose mother had been  

the cook at Sudbourne Hall. 

Miss Maynard (on the left) with one of the Berrett sisters. 1924. 

Nigel Sheffield’s collection 

Doreen with a friend, Ken Buck, playing on Newton Broadway. 1930s. 

Doreen Longhurst’s collection  
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 Beth Chambers 
Beth came from London, she married Brownie Chambers and lived in a cottage behind the row 

at the bottom of Quay Street. Brownie was a fisherman. Their daughter Hazel married Peter 

Goldsmith and they lived in the end house in the row near Beth. Peter was a builder and had a 

wonderful way with old cottages. Examples of his work are to be found throughout the village. 

Beth used to take us from school for swimming lessons in the enclosure in the river. The changing 

huts were in the bend in the river bank where the footpath from Chantry Farm joins the river wall.  

 

You felt safe with Beth as she was strong. 

Her Cockney sense of humour never left her. 

There is a photo of her with Mrs Anderson 

in the YMCA hut canteen for the soldiers in 

World War II (see Orford and District Local 

History Bulletin issue 5, p 9). She enjoyed 

that like every thing else in life. I always 

envied her hair, plaited, then wound round 

into ‘earphones’. When I returned to Orford 

in the seventies Beth was leading a quiet life 

and pleased to see me and my mother as part 

of ‘the good  old days’. Sadly Peter and Ha-

zel did not live to the same ripe old age, they 

are all remembered as a close family loved 

by us all. 

 

Doreen Longhurst 

 

 

 

MORE ORFORD CHARACTERS 

 

‘The Duchess’ Kersey 

The Duchess, so called because of her regal bearing, lived at the top of Bakers Lane 

where Pinney’s fish shop now is, and she had a seagoing admirer who used to serenade 

her on the concertina. Fearfully funny, we kids 

thought! 

 

She was caretaker at the Town Hall, which at that time 

was used for weekly film shows, and one of her jobs 

was to try to keep the children – the wooden benches 

on which we sat to watch silent films were desperately 

hard – in order. No mean feat. The films, well used and 

projected by my father (Leslie Anderson), came in 

with the bus and out the next day. They often broke 

when we were engrossed in the antics of Buster Kea-

ton, whereupon some ill-behaved brats would throw 

chewing gum at the silver (or off-white) screen. When 

this happened,  or when the candles blew out, so my 

Aunt Flo (honorary title, wife of the chief coastguard, 

Redmond) couldn’t see the music and had to stop play-

ing the piano, the Duchess would wade in and eject 

any troublemaker, who might then miss the adventures 

of ‘Rin Tin Tin’, who predated Lassie. Happy days! 

The ‘talkies’ were never so much fun. 

Doreen (on the left) and family friends by the river 

with the swimming enclosure in the background. Late 1930s. 

Doreen Longhurst’s collection 

 

‘The Duchess’, 1920s or 30s. 

Doreen Longhurst’s collection 

 

7/18 



   

Willie-George Sharman 

At the end of High Street, lived Willie-George Sharman, photographer, who possibly could have 

claimed ‘By Appointment’ as I understand that he had photographed ‘Royalty’ (see The Princess 

of Wales visits Orford, Orford and District Local History Bulletin Issue 3, p 2). He and Mr Fore-

man (who worked from the black building on the Front Street/Castle Lane corner) were the vil-

lage carriers, taxi men and barbers. A little cottage in the courtyard of The Gateway, High Street 

is still called The Barber’s Cottage. Willie-George habitually wore a bowler hat in which he 

would emerge from under a vehicle being serviced to give a ‘short back and sides’ for 3d.  

The ‘bowler’ is often worn as an emblem of some sort of club (eg City gents, Northern Irish loy-

alists), but it was used by many as a fore-runner of today’s ‘hard hat’, being capable of with-

standing a considerable impact. When I started my engineering apprenticeship some 65 years 

ago, the foreman wore a bowler and so did the electrical testers. Test areas historically bore a 

skull-and-crossbones sign at the entry and high-voltage conductors were strung temp orarily just 

around head height to machines on test. Anyone bobbing up under those was likely to get 3,000 

volts between the ears unless protected by the ubiquitous ‘bowler’ – a real lifesaver. Back to 

Willie-George. He always complained of his ‘screws’ (rheumatics) but lived to active old age 

and celebrated his golden or diamond wedding with Rose his wife. He was a keen ‘Orford’ sup-

porter and always wore his ‘bowler’ at matches. 

 

Robert Mills – man midwife and centenarian 

This notable Orford character’s story was recorded by my grandfather Lou Anderson. Robert 

Mills was born in Bramfield near Halesworth on 10 July 1810. He was one of seven children and 

in infancy had been taken to Sudbourne when his parents moved there, and that was where he 

spent his boyhood.  

His working life started in Orford where Robert found 

employment with Dr Samuel Randall whose career in 

the service of the Crown is well documented and is 

commemorated on a brass wall tablet in St Bartholo-

mew’s church recording that he served under four suc-

cessive sovereigns1. Dr Randall soon recognised that 

Robert had an aptitude for ‘medicine’, especially mid-

wifery, and it was with the eminent doctor that he 

‘qualified’ though quite what that entailed is not clear. 

In 1839 he married Mary Ann Bantoft at All Saints’ 

church, Sudbourne, but sadly their only child, a son, 

died at the age of 28, clearly not having inherited the 

‘long life gene’ of his ancestors – his great grandmother 

reached 101! Dr Randall died in 1862 and Mr Mills 

practised by himself until the arrival in Orford of Dr 

Thomas Lloyd Place who was for many years ‘surgeon’ 

to the village and surrounding area; ‘Doctor’ Mills then 

became his assistant until they both retired, though in 

the case of Doc Mills this was not quite final – at the age 

of 92 he attended the birth of Maud Fairweather in Or-

ford – some 65 years after his first delivery – a Sharman 

baby at Crag Pits, Sudbourne.  

 

His ‘confinements’ were mostly among the poor who apparently had great faith not only in his 

ability as an ‘accoucheur’ (his description in the 1881 census) but in the diagnosis and treatment 

of their everyday ailments. He, himself, was particularly proud of the fact that he had acted as 

midwife to no less than five generations of the prolific Smy family.  

 

Robert Mills in old age. 

John Anderson’s collection 
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‘Doctor’ Mills kept a record of his deliveries amounting to about 3,000 and claimed never to have 

lost a mother. In his long lifetime he saw the reign of six sovereigns (from George III to George V) 

and on his 100th birthday was delighted to hear from the Rev W H E Jervis that a letter from Sir 

Arthur Bigge (writing on behalf of the King) had been received, this offering congratulations to 

‘Doctor Mills’ and recognising his good work in the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In private life he was a respected horticulturalist and botanist, also a very fair hand on the violin; in 

his last 50 years he was a very heavy user of morphia but (unlike Sherlock Holmes) he had a 

rooted aversion to ‘the noxious weed’ and had never smoked. However, he used salt liberally 

throughout his life and his favourite tipple was a pint of beer containing a measure of gin which he 

called ‘live for ever’! In spite of all this he was still shaving himself with a ‘cut-throat’ razor. Lo-

cally he was known as Old Parr2, but whether in deference to the original or to the eponymous 

American beverage, my grandfather does not record. For many years Robert Mills lived in Broad 

Street but eventually moved just over the cross-roads  and for the last 12 years or so of his life was 

looked after by Miss Ada Squirrel in one of the ‘new’ cottages in Daphne Road, where his 

neighbours were mostly in their 80s and 90s.In his final years Old Parr was in very poor circum-

stances and sadly had to rely to an extent on the generosity of friends, but his passing was to be 

mourned by many. He was buried on 24 March 1911 by the Rev Jervis who carefully recorded his 

age in the Burial Book – 100 years, 8 months and 10 days.  

 

John Anderson  

 
Notes 
1. ‘In memory of Samuel Randall who first as a Gentleman Usher and later as a Groom of the Privy Cham-

ber served four sovereigns in succession viz., Kings George III, George IV, William IV and Queen Victo-

ria. Born at Orford 19 July 1783. Died there 13 September 1862’. He trained as a naval surgeon. He was 

Chamberlain of Orford 1830-62 and a JP for Orford and Aldeburgh. His wife, Hannah, 24 years his junior, 

died in 1893. They lived at Castle House in Orford. 

2. Old Parr was Thomas Parr, born near Shrewsbury reputedly in 1483, who at his death in 1635 was there-

fore said to have been 152 years old. He was taken to the court of King Charles I and such was his celebrity 

that he was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Rev W H E Jervis, rector of Sudbourne and Orford 1907–1914. 

John Anderson’s collection 
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OYEZ! OYEZ! 

SAM SMY, TOWN CRIER 

 

In the 19th century and even in the early 20th century times were very hard in isolated villages like  

Orford. The only ‘industry’ was agriculture and although it employed many times the number now 

working the land, unless you were a horseman or stockman, the work was likely to be seasonal, 

though those working for a large concern like the Sudbourne Hall Estate had greater security. ‘The 

sea’ offered the best chance of an income, though even this was uncertain, but over the years the 

village produced more than its fair share of deep-sea farers. Some Orford men made a lifetime ca-

reer of the sea. John Green (whose story was recounted in Bulletin 1, p 4) finished up as a skipper 

at the top of his profession. Others such as William Laws (who was reputed to have circumnavi-

gated the globe three times under sail)1 remained seamen all their working lives and were lucky to 

escape with them intact. The premises now used by Pinneys for packing smoked fish at the quay 

were previously used as a warehouse and coal-store. In the depressed 1930s, the local unemployed 

(including former seafarers) would draw straws to decide who would have the ‘privilege’ of trans-

porting the coal from the barge moored alongside the downstream side of the quay to the store – 

all for a few pence per hour.  It was backbreaking labour but almost anything involved with sailing 

ships is, and crews were the toughest of the tough. Perhaps strangely, those who survived their 

sea-time often lived to a ripe old age. When the fair came to town at a time to coincide with the 

annual Regatta, it was normally held on the triangular piece of ground opposite Friends Garage, 

though the Town Marsh across Quay Street from The Jolly Sailor had also been used. All the usual 

attractions were there, darts, skittles, coconut shies, flea circus, dodgems and gallopers. But if you 

wanted to see old seamen the place to look was the ‘swinging boats’. Here you might find an an-

cient pair, shag-rollies glowing, standing on the seats in a ‘boat’ with a distant look in their eyes 

hauling as hard as they knew how to try to get the ‘boat’ up to the stops so they were nearly verti-

cal. Men who had probably gone to sea as kids and survived the worst that the waters from the 

North Sea to the Southern Ocean could throw at them seemed to find something in such motion 

which brought back memories. There were others such as Sam Smy who did some years sea-time 

and then decided to live ashore by whatever means they could. Sam (known as Summy) was born 

in 1844 and was sent to sea at the age of eight, young even by Nelsonian standards. Naval service 

in 1854 – 1856 during the Crimean War found him as a ‘powder monkey’ serving the guns, but 

after a few more years at sea and still in his teens he de-

cided to ‘swallow the anchor’ and return to his roots to 

try his luck. He, like others, had to be a Jack of all 

Trades in order to survive. One trade which was always 

in demand was chimney sweeping and although this 

never had the cachet it enjoyed in Denmark and Ger-

many it brought him a small income. Seasonal fishing 

could be good too and a small-holding provided meat 

and vegetables. A completely different trade was news-

paper sales but this was only on a Sunday when the 

shops were closed. Sam was also a rag-and-bone man. 

When the post of town crier became vacant in 1866 Sam 

applied, was accepted and given the badges of office – 

the bell of course, a silk top-hat and a fine tail coat. It 

seems unlikely that this regalia was replaced during his 

70-year stint and late photographs show him in an ordi-

nary suit. It should be remembered that even in the early 

decades of the 20th century communications were not 

what they are today. In the late 1930s there was no tele-

vision locally – that would not become generally avail-

able until the 1950s. Even in the 20s radio was still in its Sam Smy in his ‘uniform’ with his bell. 

Orford Museum collection 
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 infancy and many could not afford a set, the telephone was uncommon in ‘ordinary’ homes, espe-

cially outside the actual villages, though eventually there was the public red-box which is still be-

tween the Town Hall and what was then the Post Office. As late as World War II the Post Office 

handled many telegrams to those who had no phones and these would be delivered by small boys 

on bicycles who would wait on the Market Square in the hope of earning a few coppers (3d to 

Iken, until the village was evacuated and became part of the Battle Training Area). I believe that 

town criers still exist in some places as a sort of tourist attraction but until less than a century ago 

they were an essential means of imparting local information, though at least by that time most 

younger local people were literate2. Sam had a good strong voice and would stand at all vantage 

points, which meant mainly road intersections, yelling ‘Oyez! Oyez! This is to certify ’then im-

parting the message he had had to memorize and finishing with ‘God save the Queen/King – and 

the Town Crier’ to which the local lads would add the rejoinder ‘Summy Smy the bloody old liar!’ 

He was fit and active but saw no point in unnecessary perambulation; his smallholding was at the 

top of Doctor’s Drift (close to the crag pit near Raydon Corner) and his last ‘cry’ was usually at 

the Cross Corners (the Church Street, Quay Street, Broad Street, Daphne Road junction) so rather 

than make a double journey to his home in Front Street and back he would sometimes go straight 

along Daphne Road to his livestock still in his regalia. The sight of anyone feeding pigs in a top-

hat must be fairly uncommon. Whether the pigs appreciated the honour is doubtful. Sam married 

quite young. He and his wife Mary Ann and their ever-growing family can be traced through the 

census returns. In 1861 before he married, and in 1871, he gave his occupation as ‘agricultural la-

bourer’, but from 1881 when he lived in Brundish Square and 1891 and 1901 when he was on 

Market Hill, he described himself as a fisherman. He lived latterly in one of the terrace of  cottages 

in Front Street. These were bounded by an un-made lane at the back which divided them from the 

old White Hart premises (now the pink painted houses Unicorns I and II) and Messrs Pryke and 

Elliotts’ store (still Orford Stores), and at the front by the main road into Orford more or less oppo-

site The Kings Head. It is a narrow plot and some of these ‘two-up and two-down’ dwellings had 

only a single door which opened directly onto the street.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map of the centre of Orford from the 1922 Sudbourne Estate sale catalogue showing the 12 densely-packed cottages opposite The Kings Head. 

The cottages were not part of the Sudbourne Estate property, were in poor condition and were demolished in 1938. The site is now a grassy open 

space with flowering cherry trees. The numbers on the map refer to the lots in the sale. Note also the triangle of land (now built over) with the 

pond at its apex where the fair was held. Map supplied by Messrs Knight, Frank. Orford Museum collection. 
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  As a child I was advised that the 

lane at the back was a bit of a no-

go area as you might get a bowl of 

washing up water (or worse!) in 

the face. There were of course no 

gardens, no running water and the 

only sanitation was by bucket. In 

common with most houses adja-

cent, the cottagers had to draw 

water from the village pump in 

Pump Street and dispose of their 

waste by carrying it through the 

streets to their allotment. This 

could be messy and an allotment 

close to your home was highly 

desirable but not normal. The Front Street houses (and the shops) had to take all their waste in-

cluding sewage to the allotments between Gedgrave Road and Castle Green. The ‘official’ access 

to the allotments was from Gedgrave Road, but to save steps most people used  gaps in the hedge 

from Castle Green  which were not easy to negotiate when carrying a heavy bucket through the 

nettles. ‘Hard’ waste went to the Castle Green tip. Cooking was either on a Valor paraffin stove or 

a solid-fuel stove which also provided the heating; local landowners permitted villagers to collect 

dead-fall from the woods for which a hand cart or redundant pram was useful, and this saved 

money which would otherwise have to be spent on coal, although storage was a bit of a problem 

for some homes.  

 

In the 1930s a Miss Verrent lived at the Market Square end of the terrace, Alan and Dolly Felgate and 

the Ashleys at the other. George Smith and Gordon (Knock-knock) Dennington were also cottagers 

as were Billy (Trousers) Stephenson and his Maltese wife who spoke very little English. Then there 

were the Nickells brothers Cubsie and Eddy (Birdie)3, whose bedding tended to leak feathers 

through  the ticking so that they might need plucking before venturing forth, or even when under 

way. Finally there were the two great families, the Hawes’  headed by Tubby who with his wife 

raised 11 fine, fit children and the Smys headed by 

Summy who managed 12 children, and thus confirmed 

the man midwife, Robert Mills’s, opinion of the Smys as 

very fecund and prolific (see Bulletin 7, p 19)4. In about 

1932 when Sam was 88 he still had his 12 children (two 

of whom were drawing the old-age pension), 89 grand-

children, 99 great-grandchildren and 3 great-great-

grandchildren; so 203 direct descendants in all, though 

by the time he died at 91 there must have been a few 

more! He easily won the accolade bestowed on him by 

the national press as the oldest ‘crier’ in England and the 

one with the most descendants; his fame took him to 

London where he participated in ‘In Town Tonight’ (the 

BBC radio show) where they ‘once again stopped the 

mighty roar of London’s traffic’ so that he could do his 

thing. When Sam died in 1935, he was such a local ce-

lebrity that there was a report of his funeral in the news-

paper. This tells us that he made the very short journey 

from his home to the church on a hand-propelled bier 

and the service was taken by the Rev F S Smith, the as-

sistant curate5. After the C of E rites at the graveside, 

Photograph of the (now demolished) cottages in Front Street. John Anderson’s collection. 

 The Nickells brothers. John Anderson’s collection. 
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 Knight ‘Sir’ John Pegg of the George Crabbe Lodge at Aldeburgh 

of the Royal and Antediluvian Order of Buffalos (the benevolent 

society) read the Buffs’ form of service, then together with mem-

bers of the Wentworth Lodge of Friston and the Jubilee Lodge, 

Orford (to which Sam and many of the older men in the village 

belonged) all linked hands around the grave, afterwards filing 

past, each dropping the customary laurel leaf on the coffin of one 

said to be the oldest Buff in England. Mr Gilbert Giles of Old 

Brewery House represented the Orford Town Trust, of which  

he was chamberlain, and 

many of Sam’s immediate 

relatives and extended 

family attended, after 

which they handed to the 

representatives of the Jubi-

lee Lodge an oil painting 

of Sam ‘painted some 

years ago by a well-known 

Artist’. This attracted con-

siderable attention when 

hung outside his cottage, it 

being the intention to display it in the RAOB clubroom in The 

Kings Head. What happened to it eventually, I don’t know.  

 

So passed Sam, a smallish man physically but still larger than life; 

in many ways a typical East Anglian and certainly a ‘hud ol’ Briton’. He couldn’t read or write, 

but he had no problem with communication! 

 

John Anderson 

 

 
Notes and sources 
1. William Laws died in Felixstowe in February 1951 aged 85. He was born in Orford and went to sea when 

he was 14. His father (also William) had been the master of the topsail schooner Sophia (built in Southwold 

in 1833) which later belonged to Edward and George Rope mainly carrying coals from Hartlepool to Orford 

and general cargo from London to Orford from 1859 –1867. 

2. In the1850s a circular was issued urging Orford people to send their children to school (which would  

probably have been the British School started in 1855 in the house now called Three Chimneys at the top of 

Crown Lane). The fees were 1d a day ‘for those under 8 who do not write in copybooks’ (meaning that they 

wrote on slates). 2d was the charge for 8 –11 year olds working in copybooks. For those over 11 and for 

‘the children of tradesmen etc’ the charge was 4d – 6d. 

3. The Nickells brothers had a sideline to augment their labouring. By arrangement, the well-to-do, the dis-

abled or those who were ‘outliers’, could get their mail collected at the cost usually of ½d or1d. The Post 

Office on the Market Square was a step too far for many and the brothers were honest and reliable. 

4. It is ironic that of those re-housed in the new council houses after the terrace was demolished in 1938 

some were killed in the air raid of 22 October 1942. These included Mrs Hawes and one of her sons, Jack.  

5. He was in ‘digs’ with my grandparents at 71 Broad Street. He was an affable young man, a bit of a fit-

ness freak and a dab hand with the Indian clubs, who could often be seen working out on the lawn in Broad 

Street. 

 

Information drawn from the author’s personal recollection with much valuable help from Harry (Button) 

Hawes. Mrs Margaret Hawes supplied a copy of a magazine article of c1934 (also in the Orford Museum 

collection) entitled ‘The Oldest Town Crier in England’.  Press-cuttings and photos collected by Lou 

Anderson (see Bulletin 5, pp7 & 8). 

Sam wearing his RAOB regalia at the 

Hospital Sunday procession in Orford 

(undated newspaper cutting c1934) 

(A R Bantoft’s collection) 

 

Clay pipes made for the Royal and Antediluvian 

Order of Buffalos, the bowls stamped with the initials 

RAOB and a pair of buffalo horns 

(Tim Allen’s collection, photo Jane Allen) 
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  RECOLLECTIONS OF MRS H SMY OF ORFORD 

 

These ‘recollections’ were amongst some papers recently handed in to the Museum. In many ways 

the typescript is a model of how not to make an historical record. It is undated and unsigned, and 

it fails to give Mrs H Smy’s Christian name or her maiden name. It is, though, very interesting and 

makes a good companion piece to the previous article about Summy Smy. It is reasonable, in the 

light of the statement at the end, to guess that it was recorded in 1928 when Mrs Smy would have 

been about 64 years old. She mentions the town crier and the ancient fair, held in Orford since 

1256 on 24 June, St John the Baptist’s day. The August fair, described by John Anderson in the 

previous article, probably started after 1876, the date of the first Orford Regatta.  

 

I was born about 1864. I went to school at 

about six years old, to Miss Crisp1, and paid 

6d a week. I left school at about 10 years old 

and went to work in the fields, picking stones, 

with Jimmie Nicholls, for Mr Toller2 for 3d a 

day. There was no school or Sunday School in 

Orford then but a Mr Cooper kept a boys’ 

school in a cellar at Mrs Manley’s house3 and 

he had girls in the evening, 1d an evening. 

Miss Mary Rope taught girls at the Quay 

House, writing, reading and sewing – free. In 

cold weather she gave them hot soup or cocoa 

etc. She also taught Bible subjects on Sun-

days4.  

 

   There were four bakers and three butchers 

then. One baker sold bread and pork and flour on Sundays as well. The school land, where the pre-

sent school is now, was then a pound for stray animals5. And the boys were very fond of taking the 

town crier’s horse out of his cart and putting it in the pound and then told him where it was and he 

used to give them a penny for telling him, not knowing that they had done it! He was called 

Cheery Barber. Sir Richard Wallace was at the Hall then and one night it was nearly burnt down 

and the town crier went round at midnight calling people to help put out the fire6. Orford Fair was 

on 24 and 25 June every year and the town was so full of shows that the carts could only go one 

way. Old Mr Hunt used to have dances at The Crown and Castle in the back yard. It was called a 

booth and they used to have skittles too. There were also skittles in the street outside The White 

Hart. When I was 16 I went to work at The 

Jolly Sailor for Harry Whyard. I received no 

pay but I was given clothes7. One winter I 

remember, the frost was so hard that seven 

barges loaded with hay from Mr John Mar-

tin’s marshes8 were frozen up in Stoney 

Ditch for three weeks. The crews came to 

Orford but could not get back to their ships 

as great thick ice floes were coming down 

the river from Snape. Sometimes there were 

three vessels at one time at the Quay with 

coal for Mr Rope. Games we used to play 

were ‘Through the tailor’s needle’ where 

everyone held hands and ran under other 

hands, starting at the Castle and going to 

Gedgrave and then to Sudbourne Hall and 

Miss Crisp in old age sitting in a Bath-chair outside her house,‘ Rose 

Hill’. John Anderson’s collection 

 

 Harry Whyard and his wife. John Anderson’s collection. 
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 back to Orford running all the time! Another game was ‘Open the gate as wide as I and let King 

George and I pass by’, also ‘One poor widow was left alone, alone, alone to marry at home, 

choose the worst and choose the best and choose the one that you love best. Now you’re married I 

wish you joy, first a girl and then a boy. Kiss her once, kiss her twice, kiss her three times over’ – 

all stand round and choose one and dance. One way of earning money was picking feathers on 

Castle Green for old John Dennington9. When the feathers were brought he gave one penny and a 

piece of sugared bread and butter. The men’s wages then were 11 shillings (60p) a week. 

The typescript ends with the statement: Mrs Smy in 1928 had never been in a railway train. 

 
Notes 
 1. This would probably have been at the British School which opened in 1855 in Castle Lane in the build-

ing which is now the house called Three Chimneys. Miss Crisp’s school lasted until 1875 when it was 

forced to close because of competition from the National School which  had opened in 1872.  

2. William Toller farmed at Richmond Farm, Gedgrave, before retiring to live in Daphne House in Orford. 

He had the distinction of being the last mayor of Orford before the corporation was dissolved in 1886. 

 3. It is rather hard to make sense of this information in the light of the existence of the British School. 

However, the 1871 census reveals that a 60-year-old Henry Cooper lived on the Market Hill and gave his 

occupation as a teacher. His grown up children lived with him and worked as labourers. There is no trace of 

Mrs Manley in the census.  

4. Here we see ‘Victorian’ charity in action. Mary Rope was the daughter of  Edward Rope, brewer and 

proprietor of Rope’s Wharf which operated from Orford Quay. Mary Rope and her sisters as well as Miss 

Crisp took a keen interest in the welfare of the poorer inhabitants of Orford. 

5. John Anderson believes that the pound was a circular brick structure. He suggest that as well as housing 

any strays, its primary purpose was to hold cattle, both when incoming as ‘fatteners’ whilst they awaited the 

tide to be ferried over to the grazing on Havergate Island (see Bulletin 7, p16) and when as ‘finished’ beasts 

they were waiting to be driven on foot to market, usually at Campsea Ashe. The pound was close to a water 

supply, the village pond. 

6. Cheery Barber was presumably Summy Smy’s predecessor as town crier (see p1,above) though if Mrs 

Smy is right, then the date of 1866 for Summy’s appointment must be wrong. This sort of contradiction is, 

however, common in personal reminiscence. John Anderson remembers that the building at the end of the 

Front Street terrace, opposite the church gate, was called Barber’s Coach House, and the census returns list 

John Barber, a carrier, living in Front Street. Sir Richard Wallace (of Wallace Collection fame) owned Sud-

bourne Hall from 1871 until 1884. 

7. This gives a clue as to Mrs H Smy’s identity. There was a census in 1881, around the time that Mrs Smy 

would have been 16 (she herself is vague about her year of birth ‘about 1864’). By looking up The Jolly 

Sailor in the census return, we find that an Ellen Pettitt (born in Sudbourne), age 15, was living there as a 

domestic servant. A search of the previous (1871) census tells us that when she was 5 years old Ellen was 

living in Brundish Square (at the end of High Street) in a household headed by her widowed mother Susan 

Pettitt, with five other brothers and sisters, a sister-in-law and a niece. In 1928 it was the convention to refer 

to married women by their husband’s name or initial, so the H almost certainly refers to Mr Smy. I have 

not, however, been able to make a connection between Ellen Pettitt and anyone called ‘H Smy’ although I 

have looked at local and national marriage records. The very many Smys seem not to have favoured names 

beginning with the letter H. There is no H Smy to be found in Orford in the 1891 census, nor is Ellen Pettitt 

listed. Ten years later in 1901 a Henry Smy, a haycutter, was living on Market Hill with a 37-year-old wife 

(the age is roughly right), but her name was Anna E Smy, not Ellen. There were three children in the house, 

Bertie, 11, Isabel, 7, and Ernest, 6, and three lodgers described as ‘hay binders’. If any readers can shed  

light on Mrs H Smy’s identity, I would be delighted to hear from them.  

8. John Martin farmed at Chantry Farm (see Bulletin 7, p5 note 3).  

9. Mrs Smy means that she made a little money by plucking birds, either poultry or game birds. John 

Dennington lived in the (now demolished) Castle Cottage to the north of the castle on Castle Green, which 

eventually became known as Dennington Cottage. 

 

Jane Allen 
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  THE MAKING OF A GENTLEMAN 

 

In this article we return to Sudbourne and the Chaplin family, one of whom, William (1803-1882), 

owned the curious ‘geometrical wood’ within what is now Captain’s Wood (see  

Bulletin Issue 6, pp 1-5). Vic Harrup has now uncovered more information about William’s father, 

Richard Chaplin (c1751-1833) who was, it seems, at least in the earlier part of his life, heavily 

involved in smuggling. 

 

Richard Chaplin married Elizabeth Ablit at Sudbourne church in 1788, and both were of the parish 

of Sudbourne, although Richard had not been baptised there. We know that they were previously 

unmarried but we do not know anything of his family background. The Sudbourne register at this 

time helpfully gives dates of birth as well as baptismal dates, and it is interesting that the Chaplin 

children were baptised between six and twenty-two months after birth. James, the eldest, was born 

in July 1789, followed by Elizabeth, Mary, George and Rosamund Eliza, but there were four years 

between her and William born in March 1803. As explained in the previous article, Richard died in 

January 1833, aged 82, describing himself as a gentleman. He left Cowton Farm in Sudbourne and 

Iken to James and his other properties to William. He farmed Church Farm as a tenant, and docu-

ments survive showing he provided a mortgage of £1000 to an Orford miller in 1817 at 5% inter-

est. At the time of his death his sons, James and William, and a Woodbridge surgeon were en-

trusted with several thousand pounds. The interest and later the capital sum were to be distributed 

to his three daughters. His personal estate exceeded  £7000. What was the source of his wealth?  

 

Another surgeon, William Goodwin of Earl Soham, kept a diary from the first day of 1785 until 

1810 and he had a lot to say about smuggling in the early part of the diary, which also served as a 

commonplace book. In February 1785 he noted that, by Act of Parliament, William Pitt had re-

duced the duty on tea drastically and smuggling of that commodity was likely to decline. Previ-

ously liquor and tea merchants had given up travelling to the countryside for orders because so 

much was being smuggled. Indeed, he wrote, every parish had its private tea and gin shop. It was 

common to see horses loaded with tea and carts with spirits passing through his village. Now, 

thanks to the Act and ‘the vigilance of the King’s Cutters’ (boats used by the Revenue Men) the 

‘shameful business’ was nearly at an end. He reckoned, such was the profligacy of the smugglers 

and so great were their losses by the capture of their vessels, worth between £5,000 and £30,000 

each, that none was set up for life. Was he right?  

 

Actually, he began to provide contrary evidence within a few days of writing. He recorded 20 carts 

going through the Earl Soham carrying 2500 gallons of spirits, and in the same month came five carts 

with 150 tubs, then another five. However in October 1786 the duty on brandy and rum was reduced, 

and lowered again in May 1787. Between those dates a peace treaty with France brought about a fur-

ther decline in smuggling. Certainly 

he ceased recording the movement 

of smuggled goods through his vil-

lage about this time, but later he told 

the story of nine tubs of  spirits be-

ing found in Monewden Church in 

1790 behind the Ten Command-

ments, hidden there by the sexton! 

He also was in the habit of pinning 

extracts from the Ipswich Journal in 

his book and in August 1785 can be 

found the following  advertisement, 

placed in the newspaper by Richard 

Chaplin, then aged 34.  Cutting from The Ipswich Journal of 1785.  
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This might be regarded as brazen cheek, but it shows how respectable smuggling was at that 

time. What might be called free trade was a protest against import duties by the middle 

classes, such as farmers and small tradesmen. Smuggling was a business and involved most 

people, especially in coastal communities. We know from his diary that Parson Woodforde 

in Norfolk was not above receiving smuggled goods, and it appears from William Good-

win’s diary that tea and spirits were  virtually unobtainable in country areas through legal 

channels. In other passages he reveals himself as a virtuous gentleman, and humane in rela-

tion to, for example, the suffering caused by the slave trade and warfare. He also believed 

that the National Debt, hugely increased during the previous hundred years, must be tackled. 

Perhaps therefore he abjured buying smuggled goods.  

 

What, though, can we conclude from the newspaper advertisement? Richard Chaplin firstly 

thanks those who helped him in his smuggling activities and those who turned a blind eye to 

what he did, for rewards, no doubt in kind. Then he offers for sale the two carts, carrying 80 

and 40 tubs respectively, which he had previously used for smuggled spirits. Using the quan-

tities noted by William Goodwin it appears these are especially large carts. Goodwin reck-

oned the carts he saw carried 30 tubs, each tub holding four gallons. Nearer the coast, before 

they were distributed into smaller wagons, carts could carry heavier weights especially along 

sandy lanes and across heaths. Inland on heavy clay, lighter vehicles might be required. 

Richard’s carts do not appear to be suitable for farm work since he recommends them to 

malsters, ashmen or, of course, smugglers. He is also selling horse equipment and the vault 

sounds like a place to hide contraband, perhaps out on the marshes.  

 

The sale is at a property that is not his dwelling place, although he is the owner. We know 

that he became the owner of Cowton Farm. The Court Book for Iken Manor reveals that 

Richard, described as a yeoman, acquired the copyhold of Colting Marsh, along with several 

others in April 1787, so he may have owned the freehold of Cowton Farm and its farm lands 

as early as this. The house stands remote from the village, near the parish boundary, on one 

of the routes to the marshes and the ferry across to Aldeburgh. The marsh was spelt Cowlt-

inge in the sixteenth century, when it was bequeathed in a will. He certainly owned Cowton 

Farm with its 117 acres by 1813 when Isaac Johnson drew a plan of it for him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cowton House, a secluded and sheltered property on the edge of the marshes. 

Photo Jane Allen 
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The present house is L-shaped, the older part being of red brick and the newer of white, be-

low a slate roof. This implies some improvements and the census records suggest these took 

place between 1841 and 1851. At the former date the house was occupied by a farmer, his 

wife and two farm servants, but 10 years later Richard’s son James Chaplin himself was resi-

dent. With him were his wife, four children, a nurse and a visitor, two house servants and a 

farm labourer, eleven in all. Finally, although Richard was to marry Elizabeth Ablit more 

than three years after he gave up his smuggling activities, it is doubtful whether this was be-

cause his was a disreputable trade. More likely he saw how ‘the branch of Smuggling’, as he 

called it, was in decline and he wanted to use his profits in another way. So now we can an-

swer the questions asked at the start of this article. The source of Richard’s wealth was 

smuggling, and the Earl Soham surgeon was wrong when he declared that nobody became 

rich through that pursuit. 

 

Vic Harrup 

 
Sources, all in the Suffolk Record Office (Ipswich) 
Sudbourne parish registers and 1841 and 1851 Census records. 

William Goodwin’s Diary, Volume 1, ref. HD 365/1. 

Ipswich Journal dated 2 August 1785. 

Iken Manor Court Book ref. V7/3/4. 

Mortgage, Richard Chaplin and John Hunt, miller, ref. EE5/6/168. 

Map of Cowton Farm by Isaac Johnson, 1813, ref. HD11:475/98. 

 

 

Addendum to the history of Captain’s Wood (Bulletin 6, p1) 

 

Colbye’s (or Colbie’s) Wood 

 

On John Norden’s 1601 map of the estates of Sir Michael Stanhope the northern part of to-

day’s Captain’s Wood is marked ‘Late Colbye’s Wood’ (see Bulletin 6, p1).  

The last Prior of Butley, Thomas Manning, died in 1544 having been made Suffragan 

Bishop of Ipswich just before the Dissolution (see Bulletin 7, p15). Several perquisites came 

his way as a result of the bishopric and he bequeathed, from the profits of Mendham Manor, 

the sum of 40 shillings a year to his servant Thomas Colbye ‘for his time and diligent ser-

vice’. This, or a related Colbye, may be the person who gave his name to the wood. 

Other possible candidates are Thomas Colbie esquire, brother of Christopher Colbie of Kel-

sale who made his will in 1579. Christopher left Thomas his ‘gold ring with a blue diamond 

which I usually wear upon my thumb’. Another Thomas Colbie rebuilt Roos Hall, Beccles in 

1583. 

In 1601 the wood which had been occupied by Colbye was in the hands of the Lord of the 

Manor, Sir Michael Stanhope, and it appears to have been identified by the name of the next 

occupier soon afterwards. In 1607 one of Sir Michael’s bailiffs, Nicholas Baldwyn, recorded 

the sale of wood which had been ‘felled within the Manor of Sudbourne that doth adjoin to 

Fatter’s Wood’. Robert Fatter leased the sheepwalks seen on Norden’s map encompassing 

‘Colbie’s Wood’ on three sides.  

 

Vic Harrup 
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 THE BROOM: RABBITS AND THE LOSS OF A SAILORS’ PATH 

 

For reasons of communication, ships’ crews were normally to be found locally, ie within easy 

walking distance of their home port, and this was certainly true of the crews of Orford ships in the 

19th century for which such good records exist1. ‘Local’ in this instance means the area bounded 

roughly by the rivers Deben and Ore/Alde; the villages and small towns such as Woodbridge were 

all within a day’s walk carrying a sea-bag, and were connected by a series of footpaths and ferries. 

The Sailors’ Path inland along the Alde from Aldeburgh is well known, but after the building of 

the ‘sea walls’ (river-retaining walls) any seaman living in Aldeburgh and heading south had  

further choices of route. He could walk along Orford Ness on the seaward side of the Ore and take 

a ferry across at Orford or he could start by taking the ferry at Slaughden to the Sudbourne side. 

From the ferry he could choose either to walk along the river wall, or inland down Ferry Road. If 

he was heading for Orford he could turn up Hossen Hill (just before he reached  Sudbourne 

church) and enter Orford by Ferry Road. If his destination was Butley and Woodbridge, he would 

continue on the road. If his ship lay at Felixstowe Ferry or even further afield, eg Harwich, he 

could bypass Orford by taking Queen Esther’s path (starting by Sudbourne churchyard wall) 

through the fields to Mill Broadway, then continue on the path via Newton Broadway and 

Gedgrave Broom leading directly to the Butley ferry and thence to Bawdsey and Felixstowe Ferry 

and on to the Stour and Orwell. Incidentally, the rowed ‘foot ferry’ at Slaughden was in regular 

use until the Second World War. A shelter on the Sudbourne side had been earlier rented by a Mr. 

Norton for the sum of 6d (2½p) per annum and there was a frame supporting a bell which could be 

used to summon the ferryman. Until the Second World War, this ferry was well used by residents 

of the Sudbourne/Orford area for shopping in Aldeburgh – a far cheaper option then the infrequent 

omnibus service to Woodbridge or even the village ‘carriers’2. The matter of ‘communications’, or 

the lack of them, cannot be over-emphasised. Though a captain of a Royal Naval vessel might be 

summoned from his home afar by a horseman, the same certainly didn’t apply to crews and this 

would not change until the introduction of the wireless telegraph when sailing ships generally were 

becoming obsolescent. In many respects, it is these ‘last days of sail’ which are the most interest-

ing so far as the small port of Orford is concerned 

and certainly the time about which we have most 

information and even photographs – bear in mind 

that deep sea sailing ships were still trading well 

into the 20th century and Thames barges were very 

active too. The use of the route across the 

Gedgrave Broom probably declined with the use 

of the sailing ships, and in the 1920s the Hon 

Alastair Watson  (who had retained the Chilles-

ford Lodge part of the Sudbourne Estate after the 

death of his father, Lord Manton) set about im-

proving the ‘rabbit protection’, especially in The 

Broom, the area from about half way along New-

ton Broadway to the Butley River. The farthest 

part, overlooking the river, was known as Gomer. 

There is now no public access to The Broom and 

it is anyway covered with conifer plantations, but 

until the 1950s nearly all The Broom except for 

the Covert adjacent to the cottages was unculti-

vated open heath and a haven for rabbits. The rab-

bits were allowed free run of the scrub and heathland 

within the outer perimeter but the best grazing was 

inside wire-netted enclosures of several acres, such as 

Keepers Walk (about 11 acres), where no ‘bunnies’ 
Barge at Orford Quay, 1886.  

Watercolour by Emmeline Rope. 
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  were permitted to burrow. 

The rabbits had access to 

these inner enclosures only 

via galvanised devices in the 

fences similar to cat flaps 

which they could traverse at 

speed with much clanging. 

By simply inserting a pin on 

one side or other of the 

flaps, rabbits would be kept 

in or out of the enclosure 

and on the day before a 

shoot only entry was permit-

ted. Shoot days saw the rab-

bits driven past reed hides 

behind which the ‘guns’ 

waited. The cartridges were 

specially filled by Norman 

  of Woodbridge and had 

  only a light load of large 

  shot, nevertheless the rabbit 

wire quickly got cut by shot, so many escaped. Harry Brown (late of 2 Coastguard Cottages) was at one 

time ‘keeper’s boy’ and on one shoot the keepers collected over 2,000 rabbits, and a further 400 next 

day. The system was still used when I was a regular visitor to Broom Cottages. Imagine the keepers 

having to paunch (gut) shot rabbits all night for market the next day and you can understand that rabbit 

was not a popular dish with the keepers! The nasty thing about the enclosures was that of course the 

rabbits were ‘confined’ in them and easy pickings overnight for the local lads and their lurchers, so the 

enclosures had 2"x2" stakes upright to about dogs’-head height in zigzag form with barbed wire nailed 

to the top to deter them. Apart from food value, rabbits had pelts which could be sold for about 3d each. 

Obediah Diaper from Tunstall Pit would collect them on his ‘Rags, Bottles and Bones’ cart.  

 

The ‘enclosure’ policy resulted in the closure of part of the old Sailors’ Path from the Slaughden Ferry 

to the Butley Ferry, and it gave rise to litigation. The case arose because Gilbert James Muckle (a rela-

tive newcomer of only some nine months’ residence who lived at The Bungalow on Gedgrave Road) 

had been in the habit of doing a circular walk via Gedgrave Road, Gomer Drift (sometimes called Sum-

merhouse or Blackberry Drift and later closed by the Greenwells), Gomer Track/Lane, then through 

The Broom to Newton Broadway and back down the sandy lane to Gedgrave Road. When he found the 

gate in the wire fence at the Gomer end of the Broom track locked, he broke the lock and continued as 

usual. He was later confronted on the track by the gamekeeper Fred Kersey (who lived at Broom Cot-

tages). All this took place about December 1927 and the case was heard at the Woodbridge County 

Court on Wednesday 21 March 1928 when Alastair Watson claimed damages for the broken lock and 

for trespass against Mr Muckle. Many local residents supported Mr Muckle’s claims that the well-

defined track had been used for many years for carting goods such as coal and beer to the Ferry Cot-

tages and oysters from the creek, the fishery at that time being run by Mac Fisheries and the track over 

the sea wall beyond Gedgrave Lane near the freshwater spring being easily traversed by horse and cart. 

The witnesses included local farmer Tom Arkle (of Gedgrave Hall), resident 12 years, Walter Rope and 

Louisa Rope, resident 60 years, Arthur Gentry another ‘native’ of 55 years’ residence, and Henry Cul-

lum, resident 54 years, both of whom spoke of carting oysters over it regularly, Sam Smy the town 

crier, 84 years old, who claimed to have used the track ‘hundreds of times’, Robert Green aged 73 who 

used it as a boy when he tended sheep and William Tricker aged 54, an Orford resident who used the 

track regularly and was never turned back. Most spoke of carting and walking, also of German Bands 

[itinerant musicians] using the route. For Mr Watson, John George Gibb, agent for the estate, said he 

Map of Gedgrave prepared by Messrs Knight, Frank & Rutley for the sale of the 

Sudbourne Estate in 1922 (Orford Museum collection) 

with features mentioned in this article marked on it by the author. 
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 had made the enclosures on instructions from his employer in 1925 to keep the rabbits from farm-

ers’ crops and for the ‘purpose of sport’. William Chaplin, a retired farmer living in Felixstowe, 

said he knew of no right of way, but admitted seeing many people on the track who were never 

interfered with. Herbert Cordle (who had bought Chantry Farm in Broad Street some 10 years ear-

lier) and Roger Clough, a former farm pupil of Mr Arkle’s, also gave evidence in support of Mr 

Watson. Fred Kersey the gamekeeper said he’d been on the estate for 26 years ‘since the time of 

Sir Richard Wallace’ [who had in fact sold the estate in 1884, so he probably meant since the time 

of Kenneth Clark who had purchased it in 1904] and that there had never been a right of way. 

Reading the report of the proceedings3, it might have been thought that the evidence in favour of 

the existence of the footpath/cartway was overwhelming, but His Honour Judge Chetwynd Leech 

found in favour of Mr Watson, granting him an injunction, nominal damages and costs against Mr 

Muckle who could have felt justifiably indignant at this outcome. Nevertheless he continued to 

live at Gedgrave Bungalow and became a well-known yachtsman.  

 

Fred Kersey dropped dead on Newton Broadway at the 

Broom stile one night in September 1934 on his way home 

from The Kings Head. His death was attributed to heart fail-

ure. He was by then a widower and his housekeeper did not 

raise any alarm until well into the next morning as it was 

not unusual for gamekeepers to keep strange hours. His suc-

cessor as keeper was the father of my great friend, Nelson 

Murrell. It was a real adventure to visit the Murrells’ remote 

house at Broom Cottages, with mantraps hanging on the 

‘nettus’4  wall and a big black curly-coat dog in the yard. At 

that time (the late 1920s and the 1930s) I remember that 

Gomer Track was quite well defined with double wheel 

tracks between high thorn hedges. The river bank at Butley 

Creek near the freshwater spring has a gradual slope both 

sides to permit a horse-drawn cart to traverse it. My mother 

took me there for picnics, travelling on the carrier of her 

bike. During World War II the Royal Artillery dug their 

(25-pounder) guns in on the seaward edge of Broom Covert 

from where they had a clear field of fire. The blast from a 

parachute mine which landed at the opposite end of the 

Covert was taken by the trees (at that time they were about 

15 feet high) and the cottages were undamaged. The water 

    from the Broom Cottages yard well was tested to see 

whether it was fit for the military to drink. The results of the tests were not good, but the keepers 

had been drinking it for years with no obvious ill effects. I do remember that the Murrells kept a 

‘house goat’ whose output was probably much safer than the water! The planting of conifers after 

the war has radically changed the appearance of the whole area, which now has something of an 

air of mystery about it. Only deer regularly walk where once seafarers trudged between their 

homes and the unknown perils of their chosen occupation. There are still plenty of rabbits about. 

 

John Anderson 
 

 
Notes 
1. The Aldeburgh Register of Shipping in the Suffolk Record Office at Ipswich, IG 2/1/1 and IG 2/1/2.  

2. There is now a plan by the Suffolk Coast and Heaths project to revive the Slaughden ferry in the summer 

months as the Alde & Ore Association has managed to do with the Butley ferry. 

3. East Anglian Daily Times, Thursday 22 March 1928.  

4. A nettus or neathouse was a building where cows, or neats, were housed in earlier times. 

 Fred Kersey. John Anderson’s collection. 
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  LOST OPPORTUNITY OR LUCKY ESCAPE   

Two Orford Port Schemes of 1813 and 1836 

 

(Part 1) 

 

Articles in Issues 1 and 2 of the Bulletin described how from 1798 to 1814 Orford and Sud-

bourne played their part in the war with France when a signal station was established at Orford 

Castle and a subsidiary at Sudbourme. At that time the South and East Coasts of England as 

far north as Great Yarmouth were thought to be particularly vulnerable to invasion by Napo-

leon’s forces. Martello towers, strong enough to withstand bombardment from enemy ships 

and equipped with guns to protect possible landing points, were constructed between 1803 

(1808 in Suffolk) and 1812. In 1813 a startlingly ambitious scheme for establishing a major 

port in the river Ore was proposed, and for various reasons abandoned. A second scheme was 

put forward in 1836 but again shelved. This article examines what could be seen as a lost op-

portunity or a lucky escape1. 

 

The scheme of 1813 

Harbour schemes, like those for canals and (later) railways, were required to be submitted to 

Parliament, complete with surveys. A search at the Parliamentary Archives produced nothing, 

probably because the schemes were not implemented, but the Quarter Sessions records, now  

in Ipswich Record Office, yielded two additional plans. This article, however, is based princi-

pally on a volume in the possession of Tim Miller of Shingle Street, who kindly allowed  

Orford Museum to copy it. The documents include proposals, reports and maps and were  

possibly the ‘office’ copies of Isaac Johnson, the Woodbridge surveyor, who was closely  

involved with the 1813 scheme.2 The documents describing this scheme are a copy of the 

original proposal by J Shee, Surveyor and ‘Landed Estate Agent’ of Southampton Row, Lon-

don, published in The East Anglian Spectator of 1813, and a report by W. Wager, Master, RN. 

The proposal announces that it is putting forward ‘suggestions as to the policy, expediency, 

and practicability of improving the River Ore as connected with the Island of Havergate; 

and... constructing Basins, Dams, Canals, Piers ... to connect by a Passage, Cut or Channel 

the River Ore with the North Sea above Orfordness and at the North East Point of the Island 

of Havergate; and there to constitute a spacious and secure Harbour for the North Sea Fleets, 

the Government Packets, the establishment of a Fishery on a scale of extent suitable to the im-

portance of this national object, and an Asylum for Ships in Distress ...’. 

 

Assuming that Mr Shee was commissioned to draw up the proposal, the proponents of the 

scheme remain anonymous. His brief was wide-ranging. The proposal is framed to appeal first 

to the government in the shape of the Admiralty, second to commercial interests, third to those 

concerned with addressing the problem (caused by bad harvests and high prices during the  

Napoleonic wars) of providing cheap food for the rapidly increasing population and fourth to 

providing a refuge for ships in distress. It stressed the suitability of Havergate Island, which 

‘... comprises nearly 300 acres of strong, rich grazing and corn land, is tithe-free and extra 

parochial’ (a considerable advantage)3, and only 23 leagues (1 league = 3 nautical miles) from 

the Dutch river Scheldt and 41 from the Texel, both enemy harbours during the Napoleonic 

wars, comparing favourably with Portsmouth, respectively 290 and 400 miles away (see the 

Table of Comparative Distances printed on the Plan). It would provide a secure harbour for 

the whole of the British navy and a cheap option for laying up ships. Depths at low water var-

ied from 14ft to 38ft and deepening it ‘by steam’ would be ‘relatively easy’. The ‘only’ mate-

rial expenditure would be opening up a 400 yard passage at the NE end of the island, through 

the saltings to the sea, the construction of a 50 yard long pier to prevent build-up of shingle, 

and building a lock, dam and dry dock.  
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  The first question to 

ask is why such a 

scheme was promoted 

at this time, when the 

Napoleonic Wars had 

not yet come to an end 

and the fear of invasion 

was only slowly reced-

ing. The east coast in 

particular remained on 

alert, with one of a 

chain of signal stations 

still on Orford Castle.4 

The industrial revolu-

tion was gathering mo-

mentum, accompanied 

by a significant popula-

tion increase (the cen-

sus returns give figures 

of 12,000,000 in 1811 

compared with over 21,000,000 by 1851). Although the railways were not yet established, it was 

a time of extraordinary technological progress, with the canal system nearly completed and 

main roads being re-made by McAdam and Telford. Steamships had first run in 1790 on the 

Forth-Clyde Canal, although steam tonnage added to the Lloyds  Register did not exceed sail 

until 1865. In spite of this, ships remained small. As late as 1832, 389 of 708 ships built in 

Great Britain were less than 100 tons, only 40 being more than 300 tons. With the principal 

exception of timber, foreign trade consisted largely of low-volume, high-value goods. In 1815 

ships were still too small for the profitable export of coal. It is possible that a growing recog-

nition of the potential for increasing the size of ships was a contributory factor in the failure 

of the Orford harbour scheme. 

 

The proposal states clearly that the main object of the Proprietors was to develop the scheme 

as a ‘National undertaking’, and this is reinforced by the employment of a Master of the 

Royal Navy, William Wager, to carry out the survey in conjunction with the Woodbridge sur-

veyor Isaac  Johnson and ‘some of the most intelligent inhabitants and pilots’, whose local 

knowledge would have been invaluable. The Navy had learned hard lessons during the Napo-

leonic wars and the  absence of secure harbours on the East Coast south of Yarmouth had be-

come strikingly apparent. The fleets, unable to get into Yarmouth ‘from choking up’ had been 

forced to adopt the relative safe anchorages, although ‘precarious and exposed’, of Yarmouth 

Roads or Hollesley Bay. The new harbour would compare favourably with this, and with Har-

wich, where access was difficult and dangerous owing to the shifting shoals. It would provide 

all-weather access, and it was    predicted that relocation of the extensive naval establishment 

at Yarmouth would follow. Keeping its options open, the proposal stressed the commercial 

opportunities, including a ‘liberal profit’, for the Company of Proprietors. An appeal to the 

social conscience of investors was tempered with the promise of competitively priced luxuries 

for the affluent. Havergate Island promised ‘a resource to the multitude... doing away with 

want, necessity or even scarcity’. The establishment of a fishery, ‘an inexhaustible resource 

[!]... would furnish a grateful and invigorating meal, gratuitously distributed to thousands... 

while supplying luxury to the affluent by supply of best fish [turbot and lobster] at a very re-

duced rate’. It reminded readers that the harbour would be opposite the Dutch coast and 

within 10 hours of Billingsgate. It was also in the best position for Post Office ‘Packets’5, and 

‘commercial correspondence’. Other opportunities included salt works, brick kilns, and 

Had the scheme been implemented, naval vessels like these would have been seen in the river Ore. 

Composite picture of ships associated with Nelson, Agamemnon, Captain, Vanguard, Elephant and Vic-

tory, painted in 1808 by Nicolas Pocock and engraved by James Fisher 

 

9/3 



 manufacturing essentials for building and repairing ships. Finally, and this seems somewhat 

perfunctorily dealt with from a present-day point of view, it would fulfil the requirement for a 

place of ‘asylum for ships in distress or embayed’, helping to prevent the ‘yearly sacrifice of prop-

erty and valuable lives’.  

 

W. Wager’s survey of Havergate Island was ‘to ascertain the practicability of forming Dock Yards 

and a Harbour for the Royal navy, Merchant Ships, King’s Packets etc’. Having taken soundings 

at 10-yard intervals,6 Mr Wager was ‘astonished that this harbour should have so long escaped the  

public notice’. He goes on to say that it would make an excellent port for HM fleets on the North 

Sea Station ‘so much wanted during the present war’, its proximity to ‘the enemy’s ports in the 

Scheldt and Texel’ being proof of its national importance. His assessment of the current entrance 

to the river Ore was that it could now accommodate only small vessels in certain winds and mod-

erate weather owing to the shoals and shallow water over the bar, and that it would probably fill up 

‘at no distant period of time’, the entrance having shifted 1½ miles westwards ‘in the last few 

years’. Contrasting this with the potential of the area around Havergate, his recommendation is for 

a dam across to the mainland just above the Butley river with lock gates at the north end, forming 

a basin of 80 acres of water capable of receiving naval ships of the ‘first rate’ loaded with guns, 

stores etc.7 A cut should be made between Stoney Ditch ‘abreast the East end of Havergate’ in a 

southwards direction into the sea where there was 5 fathoms (30ft) of water over a sea bed of stiff 

blue loam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Detail of the area of the proposed Cut (Courtesy of Tim Miller) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section of the proposed cut or canal (Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich) 
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It was assumed that the beach under the shingle would be the same and suitable for supporting 

piles. If the basin were kept clear of anchorage it could take 10 sailing ships in a gale or other 

emergency. The river above this would provide anchorage for frigates other smaller vessels, and 

merchant ships. The entrance running north-south meant that it would be easily negotiable in east-

erly and westerly winds. An elaborate scheme for ‘warping’ boats to the entrance to be ‘swung’ by 

a buoy into deep water was envisaged when the wind was due south but not too strong. As a naval 

man William Wager took a more concerned view of the advantages of a safe asylum for vessels 

‘which otherwise have to run on shore with loss of crews (which I am informed happens every 

winter!)’ [the exclamation mark is his]. He proposed a light at the entrance to guide ships at night 

resulting in ‘a number of ships, and many valuable lives ... saved to the country and their friends’. 

 

Noblemen or gentlemen were invited to apply for shares in the proposed public company. Notices 

of intended application to Parliament appeared in the London Gazette in September 1813, with an 

offer to tradesmen to supply provisions to large fleets of Colliers, Baltic traders etc, and who 

would be ‘treated with, either for ground to build upon, or for houses and stores to be built by the 

proprietors’. One of the principal requirements was for butchers ‘of capital adequate to the exten-

sive supply of ships ... to whom a proportion of the grazing land will be allotted … to keep live-

stock ready for slaughter on the appearance of a fleet’. Also required were a baker, general shop-

keeper, slop-seller8, and publican. Profits would be assured by limiting the number of tradesmen 

settling on the island. 

 

An addendum to the report concerns the proposed fishery and the increased availability of turbot 

and lobster. As well as saving payments of £60,000 and £5000 a year to the Dutch for turbot and 

eels    respectively, and £15,000 to the Danes for one millon lobsters, it was calculated that the 

new fisheries would provide employment for 10,000 seamen. 

 

However, despite the enthusiasm of the promoters, the scheme was never carried out ...  

 

[To be continued] 

 

Margaret Poulter 

 

 
Notes 
1 This article (Part 1) deals with the Orford scheme of 1813. Part 2 (the scheme of 1836) will appear in the 

next Bulletin. Short articles by John Waddell concerning the proposed harbours at Orford and one at Alde-

burgh, appeared in the The Alde & Ore Association Newsletter  in 2001. The article on the Orford schemes, 

‘The urge to have a handy access to the sea’ is in The Alde & Ore Association Newsletter, January 2001, 

p3. For the    Aldeburgh scheme of 1851 see ‘A thousand ships, a Havergate cut and a railhead on the River 

Ore’, Alde & Ore Association Newsletter no 20, June 2001, p6 (copies are held in Orford Museum library 

and can be obtained from the Curator).  
2 Isaac Johnson (1754-1835) was a well-known surveyor and artist based in Woodbridge. His plan of the 

river dated 1802 entitled ‘View of the Level of Marshes ... with estimation of Quantities chiefly from Actual 

Surveys’ is also included in the original volume.  
3 Tithes were the payment of 10% of produce or earnings towards the upkeep of the church. 
4 These were dismantled in 1814. See Margaret Poulter, ‘Invasion Fever! A signal station at Orford Castle’ 

Orford & District Local History Bulletin Issue1, Autumn 2003, p1 and Issue 2, Autumn 2004, p1. 
5 Mail-boats. 
6 Depths were calculated at low water on an average spring tide. 
7 ‘First-rate’ vessels are those carrying the greatest number of guns. 
8 Slops were cheap, ready-made, loose-fitting garments supplied to seamen. 
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A LAND GIRL AT GARDEN HOUSE, SUDBOURNE HALL 

 

This article fills the gap in the story of the Sudbourne Hall gardens between the end of Clement 

Cocker’s article in Bulletin 1, p8 and the beginning Phyllis Holton’s article in Bulletin 6, p6. All 

the illustrations are from the author’s collection of photographs.  

 

I first came to Sudbourne Hall in July 1942 as a new member of the Womens’ Land Army. 

This was a week before the Sudbourne area was finally closed off, as it was to be used as a 

Battle  Training Area. Miss Alice Borrett was born at a keeper’s cottage in Sudbourne Great 

Wood and had lived there all her life (about 60 years) when she had to evacuate her home – a 

terrible wrench. The Sudbourne Estate offered her a home to move into at Garden House, 

Sudbourne Hall on condition she provided lodging for four members of the WLA, two to 

work in the gardens and two to be employed on the farms – Richmond Farm, Gedgrave Hall 

Farm and, of course, within Sudbourne Hall grounds, where parkland had been ploughed up to 

grow crops. I lived at Garden House 

from 1942 to 1947 during which time 

there was a considerable turnover of 

Land Girls but I remained till the last. 

By that time I was working full-time in 

the Estate Office. Mrs Collie, who lived 

at Richmond Farm, was in charge of the 

office. She had been secretary to Sir 

Bernard  Greenwell until he died and 

then secretary to Sir   Peter Greenwell. 

Mr Oliver was Estate Agent during Sir 

Peter’s wartime absence. I remember Sir 

Peter’s first comment when he entered 

the office following his release from 

prisoner of war camp – ‘what a lot of 

paper!’ Obviously, there was a great deal of military activity. The 43rd Royal Tank Regiment 

were under canvas in the parkland for part of the time, the officers lived in Sudbourne Hall 

itself. 

The Lake was a perfect breeding 

ground for mosquitoes so there were a 

lot of purple soldiers wandering about 

covered in gentian violet lotion applied 

to lessen the pain of the insect bites. 

Some of the tents were either side of 

the drive from White Gates – walking 

down in the dark from the bus after a 

weekend at home was not funny espe-

cially if a guard stopped you with ‘Halt, 

who goes there?’ at the end of a rifle. 

The Eastern Counties bus from Orford 

to Ipswich was quite an experience. Bill 

Rowe was the driver and David Foreman the conductor. As it was the only means of getting 

back to Orford on a Sunday evening David used to pack in as many people as possible and re-

markably everyone used to sing (one time we didn’t even hear bombs that were dropping 

around us at Bromeswell). Then there was the essential stop and a mass exodus into the Green 

Man at Tunstall and at a given signal they piled back into the bus – no trouble (it was a long 

walk through the forest to Orford if anyone missed it). 

Garden House, December 1942. Orchard with young apple trees on the right.  

The south front of Sudbourne Hall. October 1942  
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Working in Sudbourne Hall gardens was a memorable experience. Having previously worked 

in an office in Ipswich from 9am to 5pm, getting to work at 7am was very different. The Head  

Gardener for my first year was Miss Joan Buttfield; she lived with us at Garden House but 

was on a year’s practical work as part of her course at East Malling, Kent and I believe she 

specialised in strawberry culture eventually. We were not allowed to grow such luxury crops 

at Sudbourne, emphasis being on more essential foods but Miss Buttfield compromised by, in 

her own time, growing strawberries in pots on racks suspended over the walk-way through the 

glasshouses. 

Tomatoes were grown in abundance under 

glass and out in the gardens, so we gained 

experienced from sowing the seed, 

through training and de-shooting etc to 

picking them. Other crops grown were  

onions, leeks, lettuces and cucumbers. 

Trees that were already established were 

allowed to be cared for so we had the op-

portunity to train pear-trees and morello 

cherries on the garden walls. There were 

also fig-trees on the walls inside one of the 

glass ranges (I remember accidentally 

snapping off a small fig branch so popped 

it in the boiler that heated the houses but 

didn’t realise it would give off a lovely 

aroma!). 

 

Peaches and nectarines were sent to Covent Garden market; some were very large and had to 

be supported on the tree with little nets like miniature hammocks. I think the worst job I can 

remember was training the morello cherry trees in winter. These were fan-shaped on the 

North (facing) walls both in the 

walled garden and down on the 

walls of the lower garden. To stand 

on a ladder in winter with your 

hands raised and cut the tree from 

the wall, trim out the dead wood 

and tie everything back to nails on 

the wall, fan-shaped, was a dread-

fully cold job. One job we did enjoy 

in spring as a break from the garden 

was to take a large hand-cart right 

up the Rustic Drive to sieve leaf 

mould from under the trees. It was  

wonderful stuff and felt like silk  

running through your fingers. 

 

Following Miss Buttfield’s year as Head Gardener, George Button was in charge. He had 

been evacuated from Iken, which, like Sudbourne village, was closed by the Battle Area. He 

had previously worked on a farm. Ernest Kersey joined us in the garden and lived at Bothy 

House. Ted Hoare was also an elderly retainer in the garden, he lived in one of the Court-

yard houses and although I think he was in his 80s, he still sang in Orford Church choir and 

when we girls used to sing at work he would harmonise beautifully. Other regular gardeners, 

but not WLA, were Geraldine Tayler, Gladys Tricker (Trixie) and Molly Messenger who 

lodged with her relatives, George and Maudie Danfer, at White Lodge. 

Joan Buttfield spraying in the tomato house, south range. August 1942  

The peach wall, showing the tomato border and oscillator. 

The peach trees were divided by cordon pear trees. October 1942 
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After about two years, due to health problems, the WLA agreed that I could work two 

days in the Estate Office each week working out the wages, rent, PAYE etc for all of the 

Estate workers and making up the pay packets. This covered Gedgrave Hall and Rich-

mond Farms, Wantisden Hall, Capel, Butley Abbey, Neutral Farm, Sudbourne Hall gar-

dens and the maintenance department (Arthur Mander, foreman; Lenny Kittle, carpenter; 

Donny Markham, blacksmith; lorry drivers Bob Bloomfield and ‘Tiddler’ Parrett etc). 

On Thursday mornings there was a Bailiff’s meeting at the Estate Office when they 

would bring in their time sheets for me to start on. I cannot remember how many em-

ployees there were in total but it was enormous compared with the number employed on 

farms today. Irene Elliott was typist at that time. Eventually I had to give up the garden 

work and I became employed full-time in the Estate Office until 1947.  

 

In the Bothy Yard there was a 

well-constructed range of build-

ings. This is where Lenny Kittle 

had his carpenter’s shop and saw-

mill, also there were storage sheds 

with slatted bays for storing onions 

etc and another on the end where 

we stored pears (these had to be 

picked before they were fully ripe 

and very carefully handled and 

stored). The blacksmith’s shop was 

always busy with shoeing the farm 

horses and mending machinery 

(useful for sharpening hoes!).  

   Donny Markham was blacksmith, 

assisted by Nelson Murrell (whose father, a gamekeeper, lived at Gedgrave Broom, see 

Bulletin 8, p12). Donny was preceded by Claude Smith who eventually went into the 

RAF, sadly his wife and little boy Brian were killed in the breakfast-time bombing raid 

on Orford on 22 October 1942. At one time a doodle-bug came down in the Sudbourne 

Hall grounds and blew a lot of glass out of the greenhouses and a Garden House bed-

room window. After the war Sir Peter Greenwell was one of the first people to own a 

combine harvester. It came in parts and had to be assembled on site – the engineer 

stayed at Garden House. It had to have an escort to move it from farm to farm.  

 

Having decided to leave my job at Sud-

bourne Hall, I returned to Ipswich where, 

in 1948, Nelson Murrell and I married. 

We moved away from Suffolk until 1975 

when we were able to return to Orford. 

family commitments took us away again, 

but some of our happiest memories are of 

our lives in and around Sudbourne and 

Orford. 

 

Valerie Murrell (nee Bines) 
 

 

 

Onion beds after the onions had been pulled, with 

tomato plot and part of the Stable Yard in the background.  

At that time the Estate Office was to the right of the arch. October 1942 

 

Two of the Land Girls on the bridge over the lake, 1943  
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 CASTLE HOUSE, ORFORD 

 

The Museum recently received an enquiry from the granddaughter of Sarah Davies who had 

been employed at Castle House, Orford in the 1920s. Richard Roberts sent this reply. 

 

I am following up your request for information about Castle House, Orford and the time 

when your grandmother was employed there. While there is nothing in the Museum records 

which refers specifically to Sarah Davies we can tell you a good deal about the house and 

her probable employers. I am able to enclose copies of photographs of the house as it proba-

bly looked then, and of its owners at that time, Mr and Mrs Ross Taylor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like many houses in Orford, and indeed the Castle itself, which faces it at a distance of a 

few hundred yards to the west, Castle House belonged to the Sudbourne Hall Estate until 

1922. The present building dates from the early 1900s, as its architecture suggests, but there 

was an earlier dwelling there, as shown by historic maps, one in 1770 for instance, and by 

the fact that a surgeon, Samuel Randall (1783-1862) and his wife Hannah (died 1892) are 

recorded as having lived at Castle House. 

 

In 1904 Kenneth Mackenzie Clark bought the extensive Sudbourne Hall estate and it was he 

who had the present Castle House built, or re-built. Mr Clark was the very wealthy heir to a 

Scottish dynasty of thread manufacturers in Paisley, and the family also owned a large 

house in Perthshire, Kinnaird. His main activities were those of a gentleman of leisure, par-

ticularly yachting and shooting. Sudbourne was a notable shooting estate. From 1753 to the 

death of the 4th Marquess of Hertford in 1870, it had been the property of the Earl, and then 

the Marquesses, of Hertford. It was then purchased from the 5th Marquess by Sir Richard 

Wallace, son of the 4th Marquess, after some dispute over the succession, as he was illegiti-

mate. His major art collection was brought over from France to form (after the death of his 

widow) the ‘Wallace Collection’ housed in Manchester Square, London.  

 

Sir Richard sold Sudbourne Hall to Mr Arthur Heywood in 1884. He, in turn, sold it to a Mr 

Castle House. Undated postcard. Orford Museum collection 
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  A H E Wood in 1898. Many of the owners, particularly the Hertfords, spent little or no time 

in Sudbourne, except in the shooting season. This was later to change.  

 

The only son of Kenneth Mackenzie Clark became a celebrity as Sir Kenneth (later Lord) 

Clark, former Director of the National Gallery, author of many books on European art, and 

the highly successful BBC series Civilisation which he presented. It was his son, Alan 

Clark MP, briefly a minister in the Thatcher government, who produced the equally famous, 

or notorious Alan Clark Diaries about the political life of the time. 

 

In Sir Kenneth Clark’s autobiographical memoir Another Part of the Wood there are men-

tions of Castle House which virtually fix the date of its building or re-building as close to 

its acquisition in 1904. On page 18 he writes. ‘I had an escape from the extravagant, and 

sometimes rather alarming life at Sudbourne---my grandmother Macarthur, who lived a 

mile away in Orford. My father, who adored her, had built a house for her and her three un-

married children, overlooking Orford Castle. The Castle House, which still stands, is not an 

inspiring piece of architecture, but it was to me a haven of peace, order and predictability.’ 

I think he is being a bit hard on the architecture of a pleasant, gracious house, but he had 

high standards! 

 

This must have been the house in the photograph, substantially unchanged today except for 

sub-division internally. The rear façade, directly onto the street is unattractive; I would 

agree with Sir Kenneth there! The garden was enlarged, possibly by the Ross Taylors, by 

the demolition of two cottages which used to face The Crown and Castle Hotel and a third 

on the corner of Mundays Lane which looked onto the Market Square1. The southern end of 

the house is now a separate dwelling, Wing Cottage. There has been a substantial develop-

ment of flats and maisonettes to the north of the house on the former allotments; many of 

these are week-end and holiday homes, often empty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cottages opposite The Crown & Castle c.1910. Orford Museum collection 
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 The Clarks contracted to sell the Sudbourne Hall estate in 1917 to Mr Walter Boynton, a 

timber merchant who was only interested in the trees. Before that sale was completed, and 

presumably to finance it, in 1918 Walter Boynton put the estate up for sale at auction, but 

retained the right to fell the timber. Possibly for that reason he had difficulty in finding 

buyers. Only a few of the houses and farms were sold and presumably Kenneth Clark had to 

wait for his money. It was not until 1921 that the Hall and main part of the estate was 

bought by Joseph Watson, later Lord Manton. The following year Lord Manton died and 

there was yet another, and more drastic sale, when many of the Orford properties including 

Smithy Cottage, where I live, were auctioned off as separate lots. Castle House (which had 

failed to reach its reserve price of £1800 in the earlier sale) was not included in the 1922 

sale, so I assume Mr Ross  Taylor had bought it in the intervening period. 

 

His career is summarised in an old (1934) Who’s Who: 

‘Ross Taylor, Walter. C.B.E. 1919. M.P. (U.) Woodbridge Division of Suffolk since 

1931; b. 1877; e.s. of late Rev. Walter Ross Taylor D.D. of Glasgow and g.s., of late 

Rev. Walter Ross Taylor D.D., of Thurso; m. 1910 Frances, d. of late Robert Orr, of 

Kinnaird, Stirlingshire; two s. Educ. The Leys, Cambridge; Glasgow and Edinburgh 

Universities, M.A. Ll.B. Called to Scottish Bar, 1902; entered Egyptian Government 

Service, 1905; held administrative and judicial posts, finally appointed Counsel to the 

Sultan, and Legal Adviser to the Ministries of Public Works, War and Agriculture;  

during latter part of War was Chairman of Supplies Control Board (despatches,1919,  

Order of the Nile) retired 1923; Member of the East Suffolk County Council. J.P.  

Suffolk. Recreations: yachting, golf etc. Address: Castle House, Orford, Woodbridge, 

Suffolk. T. Orford 3. Clubs: Travellers; Royal Harwich Yacht: Aldeburgh Yacht.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From this emerges the picture of a well-educated anglicised Scot, who had a distinguishes 

record of imperial service in Egypt, married another Scot (a strange coincidence that the 

place-name Kinnaird occurs again here) and retired relatively early to lead a life of exem-

plary public service in Suffolk. He was also a leading member of the Orford Town Trust 

which became responsible for the Castle when it was presented to the nation in 1928, and 

for a very long time Commodore of the local Sailing Club, which he doesn’t bother to  

mention in Who’s Who. He combined this with being Commodore of Aldeburgh Yacht Club 

later in the 1930s, and I believe possibly the Royal Harwich as well at one stage. He  

remained an M.P. (U = Unionist/ Conservative) until 1945. Perhaps MPs had more time at 

their disposal then! 

The Ross Taylors. Orford Museum collection 
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  His sons would have been boys in their early teens or younger in the 1920s. I can just re-

member him from my childhood, as he was a friend of my grandfather’s and a fellow mem-

ber of the Town Trust. My impression is of a courteous, distinguished-looking gent. From a 

piece of light verse which he wrote for a Sailing Club dinner, and which has been pre-

served, I deduce that he had a sense of humour. I entered Castle House just twice, first in 

1943 when my grandfather (R A Roberts) died and I was sent there for the afternoon of his 

funeral to be looked after by Mrs Ross Taylor, as I was too young to attend the service. 

That left a rather gloomy impression, but may have been due to the situation more than any 

failure on her part to entertain a rather shy, small boy. The second time was in 1956 when 

the house had become, for a brief period, a Country Club where you could drink and even 

dance. I was taken there just after leaving University by some young friends and remember 

very little about the whole evening! I am not sure when the Ross Taylors left, but Mr Ross 

Taylor may   well have died several years earlier. I imagine this use of the house would not 

have pleased them. 

 

I am sorry we have no direct information about your grandmother and, sadly, it was only 

last year that Mr. Ross Taylor’s former chauffeur, Mr Fred Smy, died, aged over 90. It is 

just possible that they would have known one another, although the arithmetic suggests that 

he would have been too young for such employment until well into the 1930s. Another old 

Orford resident, Mrs Edie Murphy, who went to Castle House as a cook in 1938 has also 

recently died.  

 

Richard Roberts 

 

 
Note and Sources 
1. See the map in Bulletin 8, p2 

Kenneth Clark, Another Part of the Wood, John Murray, 1974 

Information on Walter Boynton’s purchase of the Sudbourne estate supplied by Jane Allen from the 

auctioneer’s copy of the 1918 Sudbourne Hall estate catalogue and from John Hewitt, Two Horse 

Power, Terence Dalton, 1991, pp70-72. 
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 THE ORFORD ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER CO LTD 

 

The company was formed in 1911 with an office at 23 Davies Street ‘County of London’. It was 

connected with, and possibly a subsidiary of, the Girdlestone Company. My father, Leslie Charles 

Anderson, commenced his apprenticeship on 25 October 1918 at the age of 15, one copy of the 

indenture being signed by Walter Riggs and H Clayton as directors, and my father’s signature, the 

other witnessed by Lieutenant H H Hussey, RAF Orfordness (probably press-ganged by my grand-

father Lou Anderson, Leslie’s father, tailor of Broad Street, when making alterations to a uni-

form!). The company owned about half an acre of land in Quay Street – site of the former Rope’s 

brewery buildings, which served as engine room, battery rooms, stores and offices. Originally 

there were two small M.G. (motor generator assembly) sets providing only about 15 kw - hardly 

enough to supply a couple of houses today!  

 

Later three Crossley sets gave a total of 45 kw and in 1927 another 100 kw set was installed but 

never seems to have been actually commissioned. The supply was at 210 VDC, two-wire, and it is 

interesting that some of the conductors were of aluminium because of the high cost of copper. 

(Silver, strangely, was cheap and some compa-

nies considered winding their motors with this!) 

There were different tariffs for power and light-

ing and small cottages paid a flat rate for an un-

metered supply. After 10.30 pm the supply was 

from batteries and at this time the street lights 

were switched off. Since the revenue for these 

was originally raised each year by public sub-

scription they were also switched off whenever 

the money ran out!  

 

In 1920 a Mr Reader, by that time also a direc-

tor, bought the company from Mr Riggs with the 

intention of making Orford the generating centre 

for a much wider area, up to about a 10-mile ra-

dius inland (this would have been difficult with 

DC) and the 1927 installation was probably a 

step in that direction. One suspects that it was 

the development of the AC distribution network 

which spelled the end for Mr Reader’s plans. 

Both Messrs Riggs and Reader I believe lived  

in Aldeburgh at one time or another. When he 

retired, Mr Reader went to Wenhaston. 

 

Unfortunately I have no note of when Orford 

went over to AC but it was probably around 

1928, the year my father discontinued his  

   employment with Mr Reader and was then with 

   ‘East Suffolk Electricity’. Many of the poles 

which were not needed when the supply went largely ‘underground’ were removed but some, such 

as those in Quay Street, were considerably shortened in June 1970 and are still used for street 

lighting. Orford had an electricity supply well before many large towns - a tribute to entrepreneurs 

such as Messrs Riggs and Reader. It would be difficult to find their like today. 

 

John Anderson 

The former premises of the Orford Electric Light and  

Power Co Ltd at Old Brewery House.  

Photo Jane Allen 
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